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INTRODUCTION 



Next to an actual intercourse with mankind, nothing has 
so great an influence upon the expanding intellect of the 
joung, as an acquaintance with the lives of the departed. 
Place constantly hefore one youth, memoirs of the wise 
and the yirtuous, and before another, those of the merely 
witty and profane, and we are taught by observation, 
that their after-conduct will display the effects of their 
different readings. How anxious, then, ought parents and 
teachers to be in the choice of books in this department 
of literature for their children and pupils; and how care^ 
fully ought they to select those that are the most instruc- 
tive, and that exhibit the best models for imitation. And, 
where shall we find such instructive examples, such 
models of excellence, as are furnished in the lives of 
those holy men, whose histories are interspersed through- 
out the sacred pages of the Bible ? From such examples 
we may learn how to choose the good, and to refuse the 
evil; how to act towards God and man, and how to 
behave under all the multifarious circumstances to which 
we are subject in this life. Nor is this all; the conduct 
with which we are thus made acquainted has received the 
approbation or disapprobation of Him, who is ^' of purer 
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VI mXBODUCTION. 

eyes than to behold iniquitj :" by this knowledge, there- 
fore, we may test our own conduct, whether it be pleasing 
in His sight, and may proye ourselyes, whether we be in 
the faith. 

In the delineation of those characters whose words and 
actions are recorded for our edification and guidance, there 
is not a lurking passion suffered to remain undetected, 
nor a motire that can influence our conduct, whose effects 
are not displayed in the history of another ; so that while 
his sentence is passed, we feel our own personal condem- 
nation. Thus, Abraham, ^' the friend of God," is placed 
before us in the weakness of his equivocation, as well 
as in the strength of his faith ; Balaam, the adyersary 
of Israel, is delineated in all the intellectual grandeur 
of his mind, and his sins are recorded in the same clear 
language; David, also, the " man after God's own heart," 
is represented wandering in the paths of iniquity, as well 
as at the altar pouring out his soul in exalted strains of 
triumphant praise. The whole of these instructiye lessons 
are placed before us in order to impress upon our minds 
the charms of truth and virtue, and to win us to the 
paths of righteousness. 

Of what high importance is it, then, that our sons and 
our daughters should become thoroughly acquainted with 
such characters ; and yet, how few, when they arrive at 
maturity, have a sufficiently accurate knowledge of them, 
or duly estimate the value of the examples furnished ex« 
piessly for their guidance through this world. They read 
of them in the Bible, it is true; but the real characters are 
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INTRODTTCnON. YU 

too frequently nndiscemed by youthful readers, though 
clear and palpable to the systematic Biblical student. 

In order, therefore, to supply a work for general 
reading in schools and families, which, while it delights 
the youthful reader by its interest, shall gradually unfold 
to him the most exemplary incidents in the lires of the 
leading personages of the Holy Scriptures, the present 
Yolume has been undertaken. The writer has himself 
in common, he belieyes, with many other instructors of 
youth, long felt the want of such a work, and in attempt- 
ing to supply the deficiency, his most anxious care has 
been to gather up the fragments scattered abroad in the 
jsacred pages, and to concentrate the different features of 
each indiyidual history. He has also endeayoured to 
make the work as interesting as possible, by collecting 
together much illustratiye and pleasing matter relating to 
particular incidents; — ^to elucidate character ; — ^to display 
the beauties and the truths of Holy Writ; — and, heVould 
fidn hope, to show forth also the glory of its Author, God I 
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BIBLE BIOGRAPHY. 



ADAM. 



Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 
Grodlike erect, with native honour clad, . 
In naked majesty seemed lords of all : 
And worthy seemed ; for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker shone. 
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure, 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom placed,) 
Whence true authority in men; though both 
Not equal, as their sex not equal seemed; 
For contemplation he and valour formed ; 
For softness she and sweet attractive grace ; 
He for (Jod only, she for God in him. — Milton. 



Died, a.m. 930. 



The beings thus beautifully described by the poet were 
the parents of the human race. After God had created 
this stupendous globe, with everything thereon " pleasant 
to the eye, and good for food ;" he formed man out of the 
dust of the ground, breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and endued him with a rational and upright soul, 
which resembled its Maker; '' in the image of God 
made he man." 

When created, the man was stationed in the garden of 
Eden, ^' to dress it." Where this garden was situated, is a 
matter of dispute : Mohammedans believe it was in one 
of the seven heavens, from whence Adam was cast down 
upon the earth after his iall; some place it in the third, 

B 
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2 ADAM. 

others in the fourth ; some within the orhit of the moon, 
others within the moon itself; some in the middle regions 
of the earth; some on the earth, and others within the 
earth: of the two most prohahle conjectures, one fixes 
the terrestrial paradise in Armenia, between the sources of 
the Euphrates, Tigris, Phasis, and Axaxes ; and the other 
identifies it with the country between Bagdad and Bussorah. 
Whereyer it might. hare been, we learn it was a loyely 
spot ; a garden where 

Out of the fertile gronnd, God caused to grow 
All trees of noblest kind. Milton. 

Of the fruit of all these trees, Adam was permitted to 
partake, save one, which stood in the midst (^the garden, 
and which was placed there as a test of the obedience he 
owed his Creator, and to render him the more attentive; 
to remind him of his fallible nature, and that his happiness 
consisted only in the enjoyment of the iaTOur of his God. 

On the day of his creation, Adam was constituted lord 
of all the Hying creatures that moyed upon the fi»ce of the 
earth; they were convened before him, and he showed 
his authority by naming them. 

But the happiness of Adam was not complete. Ood 
was indeed his friend, and oft held. intercourse with him; 
the angels also visited him ; yet one object was wanting 
to complete his felicity. The fowls of the air and the 
beasts of the earth had itheir mates ; but for the man, 
there was not found a 'helpmate for him. The Almighiy 
therefore cast him into a deep sleep, and mysteriously 
wrought a beautiful woman out of his frame ; enduing her 
also, by his life-giving power, with. a rational and upri^xt 
soul. When formed, she was presented unto Adam, who 
received her afiectionately as his wife, calling her '' bone 
of his bone, and flesh of his flesh," and designating her 
woman, which is significant of her origin. 

Pot a short time Adam and his wife lived in perfect 
liazmony, innocent and happy; but, alas! this blissful 
state did not long continue. Satan, who had been expelled 
fiom the mansions of glory for rebellion, had made hid 
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TTay to earth, and, seeing the happiness of ihese loTely 
creatures, envied them, and Tesolyed to effect their xuin.: 
.... Aside the deiril turned 
Por envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them askance. Milton. 

To complete this base design, he entered into a 8erpei],t, 
the most subtle of all the animal tribes. Clothed in this 
shape, finding the woman alone, he conferred with her, 
tempting her to suspect the meaning and certainty of the 
divine interdict, and to eat of the forbidden fruit, assuring 
.her it would elevate them to divinity. "Wrought upon by 
his persuasive words, the woman complied, and Adam, 
solicited by her, took part thereof and ate likewise. No 
sooner had they thus transgressed, than guilt seized on 
their consciences; evil passions were aroused in their 
breasts, and shame for the first time covered each &ce ; 
and they sewed or twisted the leaf-stems of fig-leaves 
together, and made themselves a covering. 

Hitherto it had been a source of the purest delight to 
Jidam to meet and converse with his Maker. But it was 
so no more: 

.... The voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, hy soft winds 
Brou|ht to their ears, whUe day declined ; they heard. 
And from his presence hid themselves among 
The thickest trees. Milton. 

But no shade hideth from the eye of onmiscience. 
God called for Adam, and demanded why he fled? why he 
was ashamed? and why he had eaten of the forbidden 
firoit ? To the first demand, he replied, ^' I heard thy 
.Toiee in the garden and I was afi»id, because I was 
•naked, and I hid myself;" thus indirectly acknowledge 
isg his guilt; to the latter, in a. spirit of cowardice, he 
threw the blaAie upon Eve, casting even a reflection upon 
his Maker for such a gift: ^'The woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat;" thus meanly endeavouring to excuse himself &om 
all blame in the transaction, by a subterfuge which. served 
only to aggxavate his o£fence. This was the.first lie toJd 
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4 ADAM. 

Upon the earth, except Satan's, in enticing the woman; 
well may he then he called " the father of lies ;" for had 
he not hj his lies tempted man to disohedience, this 
hateful sin had heen unknown; the woman, however, 
when charged with it, told the simple truth: "The 
serpent heguiled me." 

And now, that God who had hitherto appeared to 
Adam onlj as a God of love, appeared as a God of 
judgment : after passing a sentence of ruin upon Satan 
and his agents, hj means of the seed of the woman, and 
of a£9iction upon the serpent, the instrument of his deceit ; 
he passed a sentence of painful childbirth upon the woman 
and her female offspring ; and upon Adam and his 
posterity, a curse of thorns and briers upon their fields, 
^th sweat and toil ; with death and a return to dust. 

This threatening on Satan implied a promise of redemp- 
tion by the blood of Christ ; and God, therefore, instructed 
Adam in the use and signification of typical sacrifices: 
so true it is, that in the midst of judgment God remembers 
mercy. Pitying the wretched offenders, he clothed them 
with the skins of animals, such probably as had been 
offered in sacrifice ; this denoted their restoration by the 
imputed righteousness of the loving Saviour: 

He dad 

Their nakedness with skins of heasts — 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness. — Milton. 

To testify his wrath against sin, and to prevent their 
touching the tree of life, they were expelled their blissful 
•abode to cultivate the fields eastward; and to prevent 
their re-entrance, the symbols of divine wrath hovered over 
the east gate of the garden. 

Soon after their expulsion, Eve bare her first-bom, 
whom, in the abundance of her joy, she named Cain, 
which signifies '^ possession ;" fondly, hoping he was the 
promised seed which was to bruise the serpent's head; 
but she soon discovered that her hopes were illusive. 
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Hence, when she brought forth her second son, she gave 
him the name of Abel, which signifies " vanity." 

These were taught bj Adam to sacrifice to the Lord ; 
but they proved a source of trouble tO: their parents, 
who were now to witness the evils which sin had intro- 
duced into the world, and upon their race, in the persons 
of their o£Fspring. One was taken away from them by 
death, and the other by banishment; the particulars of 
which are related in the next lives. This was a deep afflic- 
tion to the parents ; but they were not left without con- 
solation. 

After this. Eve bare another son, whom she named 
Seth ; " for God," said she, " hath appointed me another 
son in the room of Abel, whom Cain slew;" other children 
were also bom to Adam. At length, the sentence pro- 
nounced against him for his transgression was accom- 
plished; after seeing his descendants spread over the earth, 
at the age of nine hundred and thirty years, he jdelded 
up his spirit into the hands of God who gave it, and his 
body returned to his native dust. 

Many febles are related of Adam, by Jewish and 
heathen writers; but Scripture, our infallible guide, repre- 
sents him as a covenant-breaker, as a source of guilt and 
death to his posterity, and yet as a figure of Him who was 
to come; ^'for as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive." 
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6 
CAIN AND ABEL. 



His eyes he opened, and beheld a field 

Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheares 

New reaped; and other part sheep-walks and folds ; 

I* the midst an altar as the land-mark stood, 

Bustle, of grassy sord ; thither anon 

A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 

First f raitSy the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 

XJnculled, as came to hand ; a shepherd next, 

Hore meek, came with the firstlings of his floek, 

Choicest and best ; then, sacrificing, laid 

The inwttrdsaiid their £ub, with ineense strewed, 

On the cleft wood, and all due rites performed : 

His offering soon propitious fire from heaven 

Consmned with nimble glance, and grateftd steam ; 

The other's not, for his was not sincere ; 

Whereat he inly raged, and, as they talked. 

Smote him into the midriff with a stone 

That beat out life ; he fell ; and deadly pale. 

Groaned out his soal with gushing Uood effused. — ^Milton. 



Abel was murdered about a. m. 130. When the death of Cam- 
hi^pened is unknown. 



Thb firoits of the mutual transgression of Adam and Etc 
soon appeared, and yery bitter thej were. As Cain, their 
fixstbom, grew up to manhood, his temper disclosed a 
ferocity which convinced them that the fond hopes they 
had entertained of his being the promised seed were 
£eillacious ; that he was indeed, as Saint John obserred, 
" of the wicked one." 

The earth, now no longer bringing forth fruit as it was 
wont spontaneously, required tillage; this was Cain's 
occupation, and we may readily imagine that in that rude 
age, when the use of iron and other metals was unknown, 
it could have been no easy task. This probably tended to 
increase the gloom of his natural disposition. It might 
also be heightened by the reflection that he was eating his 
bread by the sweat of his brow, not for his own, but for 
the crimes of his parents. 
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Abel) the seoond man bom into die world, was a 
sHepherd, and be was of a disposition the rerj reyerse of 
his brother, meek and religions ; he was belOTBd of God, 
and delighted in by his parents^ This Cain, with an 
enrious eye, observed, and attributed it to parthdity, nor 
was- it with an enrious eye alone that he discovered it; 
revenge lurked in his bosom, and it only waited- for some 
signal favour shown, by heaven or his parents, towards 
Abel, to be called into action. 

This was not long wanting: Adam had carefblly 
instructed his children in their religious dtities towardis 
their Creator, nor does it. appear that Cain was. so lost 
to a sense of his duty as to neglect the outward act of 
worship. When the earth had brought forth fruit abund- 
antly, Cain erected an ditar^ ^^'and ofifbred thereon an 
offering to the Lord;" Abel also brought an offering of 
tiie firstlings of his flock, as an atonement: ^ and the 
Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering ; but unto 
Cain and his offering he had not respect." A flame from 
heaven descended upon the altar of Abel and consumed 
Ihe victim, manifestly betokening the favour of heaven 
toward the worshipper; not so did it descend on the 
altar Cain had erected^ his offering remained uncon*- 
sumed, and why? because it was not accompanied by 
the heart, and because that heart was a prey to discontent 
aqd envy, to jealousy and hatred. 

From a distance, Cain saw the grateful cloud ascend- 
ing from his brother s altar towards heaven, but instead 
of being humbled to the dust with a sense of his own 
unworthinesB, as he ought to have been, he was excited to 
revenge; ** His countenance fell, and he was very wroth." 
While in this state, God condescended to reason with 
him thus: *'Why art ihou wroth? and why is thy 
countenance fallen ? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
accepted ? and if thou doest not well, ehu lieth at tiie 
door." EBere was the choice set before Cain, and it 
was his to choose the right or wrong ; that he might be 
left without excuse, and that he might be induced to 
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8 CAIN AND ABEL. 

amend and find acceptance with his Maker, a promise was 
added, that should he make a right choice, he should hold 
the pre-eminence over his hrother; hut notwithstanding, 
this right of primogeniture, which was considered in earlj 
ages invaluahle, including a degree of sovereignty ;. 
notwithstanding the solemn warning, and the gracious 
declaration of the Almighty, Cain was still hent upon 
rerenge. Concealing his feelings, he took his hrother aside 
and discoursed with him in seeming friendship, hut he soon 
threw off the mask; "it came to pass, when they were 
in the field, that Cain rose up against him and slew him:" 



The unjust the just hath slain, 
other*8 ~ • ' 



For envy that his brother^s offering found 

From heaven acceptance. Milton. 

' The first man on whom the sentence of death fell was 
a martyr for his religion. 

After Cain had committed the sanguinary deed, it is 
prohahle he endeavoured to hide it from the eye of man, 
hut he could not conceal his guilt from heaven; the eye 
of omniscience had marked the tragic scene ; and the arm 
of omnipotence was soon stretched forth to take vengeance 
on the offender. Addressing Cain, a voice from heaven 
demanded, "Where is Ahel thy hrother?" One would 
have supposed that such a demand would have made the 
culprit tremhle, hut the heart of Cain was as an 
adamant; he had the boldness to utter a falsehood in 
the face of his Maker : " I know not," he replied ; " am I 
my hrother s keeper T 

God now proceeded to accuse him of the crime, and to 
pass sentence upon him. " What," he asked, " hast thou 
done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me 
from the ground. And now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the ground, it 
shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth." 
Here nature is represented as setting her face against the 
fratricide; the earth is said to harden her bosom against 
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C/lIN AND ABEL. 9 

him, and the ground receiTes another curse to him on 
account of his transgression; it was not to yield her. 
strength to reward his lahours. 

Wretched indeed is that man who is at enmity with 
Crod: hy day he is afraid, and his thoughts are eyer 
pondering on his crimes and their results; hy night, when 
his eyelids are closed in sleep, and his hodily senses are 
sealed up, in his dreams he reviews his guilt, and fearful 
Tisions disturh his trouhled soul: thus it was with Cain: 
"My punishment is greater than I can bear." He 
writhed under the lash, and yet he repented not; he 
complained of the punishment, and yet expressed no 
sorrow for his sin; the sorrow he expressed flowed not 
from compunction, but from the dread of yengeance: ^^I 
shall be a fugitiye and a vagabond in the earth ; every one 
that findeth me shall slay me." Here the Lord mercifully 
interposed, and assured him that sevenfold yengeance 
should be taken on the man who stretched forth his hand 
against him, and to prevent it, he set a mark upon the 
fugitive by which he should be known wherever he might 
wander; this we are told was to the east of Eden, into 
the land of Nod, so called after the wanderer; Nod 
signifying vagabond. 

To this part of the Mosaic history, infldels have started 
objections. " What !" say they ; " did Cain fear being 
slain by the hand of man while the world was as yet 
unpeopled ?" A few words will show the futility of such 
an objection. Abel, when he died, was one hundred and 
twenty-five years of age ; and when we consider that the 
first blessing pronounced upon man, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth," contained an injunction 
to that purpose, when we consider also, that Abel W£^s 
an example of righteousness, we cannot suppose that he 
was unmindful of this primary command of his Creator. 
His descendants were, therefore, numerous; and hence, 
Cain had sufiSicient reason to dread the vengeance of his 
fellow men, inasmuch as they were the injured ofiispring 
of the unoffending brother whom he slew. 
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Aitei i^randering about many j^aiB, at ike head of a 
ocmsiderable tribe, the ^gitiire at length settled in the 
east, and built a city, calling it after the name of his son' 
Enoch. 

With his riemaining history and &te the Soripturesr 
leave us unacquainted. We read, howerer, that polygamy 
first began in his tribe ; and that the second murder was 
committed by his sixth son^ Lameeh; so fatal is the evil 
example of a- parent to his children^ We read, also that 
his family increased and was extended oyer a great part 
of the world, and that they continued till the Deluge, in 
seven generations, famous fbr their skill in arts^ and noted 
for impiety. 

Mkioh insttuction may be gathered from this natratiye ^ 
It teaches us to guard against discontent and envy, against 
jealousy and hatred, lest they should destroy those cords 
of himianity which bind us unto man, and tiiose principles 
which lift our hearts to God, lest they cover us mth 
shame, and tranianit our name% as they have the name of 
Cain, to the latest generation, as^ the name of an object 
accursed of God and detested by man. 

Abel being' dead yet speaketh: in him we disoem tiie 
beauty of holiness, and by it are taught to live soberly, 
righteously, and' godly, in this present world, that so we 
may be crowned, as he is, Tiith immortality and honour in 
tiie world to come. 
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II 



ENOCH. 



But he, theseyenth from thee, whom thou beheld'st. 

The oidy righteous m a world perverse, 

And therefore hated, therefore to beset 

With foes, for daring single to be just. 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 

To judge them with his saints : him, the Most High^ 

Bapt in a- balmy cloud with winged steeds 

Did, as thou saw'st, receive to walk with God 

High in salvation and the climes of bliss. 

Exempt from death ; to shew thee what reward 

AwaitB tlfe good», Miltomv 



Bbiiir A. M. 622. TuAmLATBD 987* 



While tiie lives of some, and: eyen those of wicked men, 
stand recorded in the sacred page at full length, numjr 
eminent servants of God are passed by almost unnoticed; 
tfans it is with the patriarch Enoch; but though little is 
recorded of him, sufficient is said to excite our admiration' 
for his character, and our veneration for his name. 

Enoch, the seventh in degree from Adam, was the son: 
of Jared, and was bom in the year of the world Six 
hundred and twenty- three; hence he was contemporary 
with Adam, and doubtless enjoyed opportunities of re- 
ceiving instruction from his lips on the important subjects 
of the creation, the fall, and the promise ; nor were tiiese 
instructions lost upon him; l^ey filled his mind with, 
wisdom, and directed his earthly course aright. 

An ancient author affirms that Enoch was the &i^er 
of astronomy, and Eusebius considers him to be the 
Atlas of Grecian mythology; but the &me of Enoch 
vests upon a better foimdation than upon astronomical 
skill. Noble and divine as that science is, tending as it 
does to lift the thoughts of man &om nature up to nature's 



d by Google 



12 ENOCH. 

God, to walk with God as Enoch did, is a course far more 
exalted, and brings infinitely more honour to him who 
pursues it, than he could obtain in the pursuit of earthly 
wisdom. This is the encomium Scripture has bestowed 
upon this patriarch: "Enoch walked with God." Not 
only did he trace his footsteps in creation and providence, 
but he walked as the friend of the Almighty; there was 
between them a cordial sympathy and mutual love: not 
contented with the outward form of godliness, his soul 
was filled with love to God, he lived as in his sight, 
rendering up his faculties of body and mind to his service ; 
and, to reward him for this devotedness, he was admitted 
to an intimate acquaintance with his Creator. 

In the days of Enoch mankind were lamentably 
corrupt and idolatrous; iniquity had spread over the 
whole face of nature, but amidst this gloomy scene he 
was a bright exception; his life was such as to obtain 
this testimony : " that he pleased God." This he did not 
only by his exemplary life, but by his faith; Saint Paul, 
speaking of him, says, " By faith, Enoch was translated 
that he should not see death; and was not found, because 
God had translated him: for before his translation he 
bad this testimony, that he pleased God. But without 
faith it is impossible to please Him : for' he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him." 

Thus we find that Enoch was a believer in Christ, a 
proof that the Messiah was revealed at this early period. 
We learn this also from Saint Jude, who speaks of him as. 
preaching Christ to the antediluvian world: "And Enoch 
also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied saying. Behold, 
the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him." In this pro- 
phecy the day of judgment is clearly and awfully depicted. 
The Messiah is described as sitting upon his throne of 
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justice, as the Judge of all the world, rendering to erery 
man according to his works. 

To these awarding untold bliss, 
To those immeasurable woe. 

"Where the apostle found this prediction is not certain: 
there is a treatise ascribed to Enoch, but it rests not on 
good authority; we are left, therefore, to suppose that 
this passage was either handed down by tradition, or was 
in a special manner reyealed to him. 

Thus was Enoch faithfully employed, discharging his 
duties toward Gt)d and man, regardless of the opposition 
of a sinful world; till at length, without the pangs of dis- 
solving nature, he was translated from this earthly scene 
to an inheritance beyond the skies, which fadeth not 
away. 

In the life of Enoch we learn that holiness is acceptable 
with God, and that he has prepared a mansion of eternal 
glory for those who love his name. This latter truth God 
has taught us in three distinct ages of time, by the as- 
sumption of the bodies of Enoch, Elijah, and Jesus Christ, 
into heaven; and it is not only a proof of a future state, 
but it is also an evidence of the resurrection; for if that 
which is perishable in itself is translated to live for ever 
in the regions of bliss, " why should it be thought a thing 
incredible that God should raise the dead?^ both are 
miracles alike easy to be performed by Him " who spake 
a world from nought." Assured of this, let us take the 
Scriptures for our guide, that we may not fall short of a 
•heavenly habitation; let us walk with God, as Enoch 
did, in faith and holiness, that we may sit down with 
him, and the just of all ages, ** in the kingdom of God." 
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At lensth a reyeiend sire among them came^ 

And of their domgs great dislike declared, 

And testified against their ways ; he oft 

Fzequented their asaemhlies, whsreso met, 

Triumphs or festivals ; and to them preached 

Conversion and repentance, as to souls 

In prison, under judgments imminent : 

Bnt all in vain : ifrhieh when he saw, he ceased 

Contending, and removed his tents &r off; 

Then, from the mountain hewing timber tall. 

Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 

Heasoied by cubit, length, aoid breadth, and hei^th, 

Smeared roand with pitch ; and in the side a do^ 

Contrived ; and of provisions laid in large 

For man and beast : when lo, a wonder strange ! 

Of every beast, and bird,, and inseet small. 

Came sevens, and pairs, and entered in as taioght 

Their order : last the sire and his three -sons. 

With their four wives ; and God made fast the door. — Hilton. 



Bo&N, A. M, 1057. Died, 2007. 



Though the Almighty is merciful, gracious, and slow to 
anger, toward his sinful race ; though he forhears long 
with ihem, restraining his vengeance due from falling 
upon them ; jet there is a period to his long suffering ; 
there is a time when justice must yindicate his honour 
and tdke the place of mercy: this truth is fully estah- 
lished hy the facts recorded in the succeeding narratire. . 
The patriarch Noah was bom at a time of unprecedented 
wickedness, when man, grown bold in infidelity and 
crime, dared uniyersally to lift the arm of rebellion against 
his Creator. He was the son of Lamech, the son of that 
Methusaleh, of whom we read as living to the age of nine 
hundred and sixty-nine years; the fa&er of Methusaleh 
was that eminent character Enoch, and it is probable, 
therefore, that Noah had equal privileges with Enoch, 
by learning from him those great truths which he had 
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zeceiycd from Adam. In this we rsee the wisdom end 
goodneBS of God in prolonging the age of man to the 
length of aeyeral hundred yeans; had his age extenddL 
no &rther than. the flitting period of threescore years and 
ten, the history of creation, and the important truths of 
religion, had soon heen misrepresented and .penrerted; as 
it was,rthey weretransmitted through a long space of time 
from patriarch to patriarch, in all their purity, until,. at 
length, they were Jaifhfully recsorded hy the sacred 
historian. 

Noah profited hy these high priyileges; ^'he was jiEst 
and perfect in his generation ;" and, like his pious ancestor, 
he walked with God. But not so did the families of 
Cain; while one or two pious exceptions are.reeorded,/die 
rest are descrihed as ^'grieying the spirit df God* hyiheir 
idiquities. 

For. some a^s it appears that the offsprings of - Cain and 
ihose of Seth were strangers to 'each other; the former 
were disiinguidhed for their gross idolatry, devoting all 
their skill in aits, for which they wece famous, to the 
corroption of morals and dishonour of -God, the latter, 
far iheir primitiTe simplicity and strict adherence to ithe 
yrorship of the one true God; hut this division of the ante- 
diluyians had now hecome extinct ^^ The sons of -God,*' 
as Sc riptu r e terms the sons of Beth, allured hy the charms 
of ^^the dan^ters of men," or female descendants of 
Cain, formed an allianee with them;; and hy thus hreaking 
down the wall of partition hetween them, and sacrificing 
iheir religions scruples, they hecame in a short time 
oomzpt as tiieir partners, so tiiat jaicaroe.a vestige of .true 
religion remained upon the earth. 

Qlie o&pring of these &tal marriages' were called giants:; 
not men.remarkahle alone for their statpre, asis generally 
■apposed, hut for their apostasy, and for sustaining that 
apostasy hy acts of violence and oppression. These were 
^e men, 

7irst Been in acts of prcMresB emiaettt 
And goeat exploits, (MiLxm^^) 
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seeking to gam power on the earth. Dark is the picture 
the sacred historian draws of the manners of the world at 
this period: with the exception of one family, he de- 
scribes the hearts of the whole race of mankind as being 
"only evil continually ;" that exception was the family of 
Noah, and amidst this scene of imiyersal depravity 
Noah was found faithful; both by example and precept 
he sought to bring them back to God. He was a preacher 
of righteousness, and he owned fearlessly his divine com- 
mission, but his preaching and example were alike 
slighted; they heard, but heeded not; so true it is, that 

Pleasure admitted in undue degree 

Enslaves the will, nor leaves the judgment free. — Cowpxr. 

Pleasure was their one pursuit; nor did they scruple to 
commit the foulest crimes to obtain their object. 

At length, the measure of their iniquity was filled: the 
Almighty had long borne with them ; his mercy had 
spared them many years ; he had sent them preachers to 
warn them of the consequences of their evil doings; but 
all to no purpose: he, therefore, resolved to punish the 
offenders. "I will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the 
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth 
me that I have made them." 

But the righteous was not to perish with the wicked; 
the ways of Grod are right ; in tiie midst of his judgments 
his people " abide in safety, imder the shadow of his wings, 
until the calamity be overpast." He commanded the 
patriarch to ^' build him an ark, to the saving of his 
house;" giving him direction of what wood the vessel 
should be made, and how it should be formed: '^Make 
thee an ark of gopher wood ; rooms shalt thou make in the 
ark, and shalt pitch it within and vnthout, with pitch. And 
this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of 
it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A win- 
dow shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou 
finish it above ; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in 
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the fflde thereof: with lower, second, and third stories, 
shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, eren I, do bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein 
is the breath of life, from under heayen ; and eyery thing 
that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I esta* 
blish my coyenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wiyes with 
thee. And of eyery liying thing of all flesh, two of eyery 
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them aliye with 
thee ; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their 
kind, and of cattle after their kind, of eyery creeping 
thing of the earth after his kind, two of eyery sort shall 
eome unto thee, to keep them aliye. And take thou unto 
thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to 
thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them." 

No sooner had the patriarch receiyed the command, 
than he ccmimenced the work, knowing that He who gaye 
the word was mighty to peiform; Noaii was then in the 
four hundred and eightieth year of his age, and the time 
employed in its construction was one hundred and eighty 
years. 

To the truth of this story, some object, thii^lriti g a part 
of the building must haye decayed before its completion ; 
but the fact that it was made of cypress wood, which has 
an unriyalled fame for its durability, enduring many ages, 
and that it was pitched within and without, with a mineral 
bitumen, which excludes all water, and repels the injuries 
of worms, sufficiently refutes such an objection. 

Much difference of opinion also exists, relating to the 
form of the ark; the common figures represent it as 
adapted to progressiye motion ; but the simple idea giyen 
of it in the text, is that of an enormous wooden house, 
diyided into three stories, and haying a sloping roof. 
There are, also, yarious opinions respecting its size, there 
being a larger and smaller cubit, the one called the com-- 
mon, and the other the sacred cubit; taking the common, 
or shortest, the most probable, for the ark, which is about 
eighteen inches, it has been found that it must haye been 

o 
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nfE the burden of forty-two tiiousand four hundred and 
thirty^-two tons; by far the largest yessel erer con- 
structed. This form and size was admirably calculated to 
make it lie steady (m the water without reding*, which 
might hare endangered the liyes of the animals within ; 
but made it rery unfit for swimming to a distance, or 
nding in boisterous seas^ 

During the time of tiie erectionr of tibe aik, Noah waer 
a pieacher of righteousness, and condemned the world. 
By some, doubtlesB^ he wus- treated as s yisionaiy, pitied 
by some for his folly, and had in contempt by others 
for hiR weakness; but the patrinrch regarded diem 
not; Faithful to the (Brine command,, he eompkted 
the ark, 

To BKVB Mmself and Itouseliold from aonidst 
A woflU dBKote.to uiwraaal wndu 

It was no' sooner completed, than all the animals des- 
tined to be preserred, came, as hj instinct — ^the wild and 
feroeiouB, the timid and the weak mingling together — ^in,ta 
the ark; after them came Noah and his wife, his three 
Bcna and tbeir wires; and the Lord, tenderlf caring for 
fliera, ** shut them in.* 

This was on Saturday, November the twenty-serenih, 
in the year of the world One thousand Six hundred and 
fifbf-seyen; and on that day, or the day foHowing, the 
flood commenced ; the dou^ of heayen grew black, the 
winds howled, torrents of water descended from the skies, 
while the fountains of the great deep were broken up. 
We may picture to ourselves the inhabitants of the earth 
^ideavouring to save themselves from the devouring ele- 
ment : many ding to the sides of the ark, and implore a 
refuge, but their cries are in vain; some rush to the 
house-tops, others cUmb the highest trees; these ascend 
the hiUs, and those the lofty mountains ; but it is all in vain ; 
the mighty waters sweep them all away, the loftiest 
mountain yields to the devouring element, so that nodiing 
if seen, but 
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• •• • . • » Alxive & boandlefls sky, 
Below one mighty deep, whereon doth flout 
A solitary ark. 

The memoTj of tiiis erent was oomnton amongst iJie 
natioxts of antiquity, although the drcumstances aiie dif^ 
ferentlj nanated. The Babylonians had an account of a 
uniyersal deluge, in whidi all the human race was destroyed, 
sare Xisuthrus and his i&milj; the Greeks soy they 
-weie all destroyed except Deucalion and his wii^ ^irha ; 
ishe Druids had a simiiar legend ; so also have the naUyes 
of America, and the islands of the Pacific Ocean. Amongst 
the-Hindus, many tales relatiye to such a catastrophe 
<iecnr; one is, that iibe ocean was churned, to zeoorer the 
Taluable things lost in it; and another, in which King 
Satyavrata, with the sev«n Kishi or patriarchs, was ssred 
in a ship from the uniirersal destruction. 

Forty days did the waters continue to increase; at the 
end of that time they had reached their greatest height^ 
and soon after they h^an to abate, but the abatement 
was slow: this was wisely ordained; had the decrease 
been as rapid as the increase, it is probable liiat the sup- 
&ce of the earth would haye presented a scene of inaeces- 
aible precipices^ tremendous rocks, and fathondess depths^ 
instead of the beautifully yaried scene of gently rising 
hills, and spreading yales. 

On the eleyenth of July, when the days were at the 
loi^st, and just before the sun entered the tropical sign 
of Cancer, the tops of the mountains were first discerned. 
At the end of forty days, Noah sent forth a rayen, to dis^ 
coyer whether the earth was dry; the bird, finding nothing 
to rest upon, returned to the ark, seyen days and seyen 
nights; after this, according to Jewish tradition^ it went 
forth, and discoyering some carcasses upon ^e tops of the 
mountains, it returned not again. 

When seyen days more had expired, Noah sent forth a 
doye, a bird remarkable for its strength of wing, and 
fcmdness of home ; but the doye not finding any rest for 
ibe soles of her feet, returned unta the arfc; Noah then 
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waited yet other seren days, at which, time, he sent out the 
same dove, which returned with an olive leaf in its 
mouth, a proof that the waters had gone off, eren from 
the valleys, though as yet, prohahly from the earth's mois- 
ture, it could not rest. At the end of another seven days, 
the dove was sent forth again, and it returned no more; 
by this, " Noah knew that the waters were abated." 

On the fifth day of the first month. One thousand Six 
hundred and fifty-eight, Noah removed the covering of 
the ark, that he might survey the face of the earth ; and 
^' behold, it was dry." The sensation the patriarch felt at 
that moment, must have been at once affecting and 
delightful ; affecting, to look back upon the awful death 
of his contemporaries, and to see the face of nature so 
changed, that not a trace of former scenes remained ; the 
garden of Eden was now no more to be seen; its very site 
was destroyed, and every place endeared by associations of 
the tenderest kind was erased firom the surface of the 
globe ; it was in the memory alone that they now had 
existence. But if it was affecting to look back on scenes 
gone by, it was delightful to the mind of the patriarch, to 
review the mercies of his Creator, who had preserved 
him and his family amidst this universal wreck of nature ; 
this could not fail to raise in his mind the exalted 
emotions of " wonder, love, and praise." 

Noah, it appears, was not impatient to leave the ark, 
although he had been confined in it upwards of a year; 
as he entered it by divine command, so he waited for 
divine permission to leave it. This was given on Novem- 
ber the twenty-seventh, of the same year, and in six days 
the whole of its inmates were disembarked; the next 
day he set apart for worship ; erecting an altar, he took 
of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
an offering of thanksgiving for his preservation, and for 
an atonement for his own sins, and for the sins of his 
family. 

This offering was accepted; it is said, "The Lord 
smelled a sweet savour." Sweet to Him is the sacrifice of 
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^righteousness ; acceptable to Him the offering of a grateful 
heart! He therefore declared that he wotdd no more 
curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagina- 
tion of his heart should he eyil from his youth. Neither 
'would he again smite any more every living thing as he 
had done ; but that while the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night, should not cease. 

On the same day, the Almighty appeared unto Noah 
and his sons, and gave them a promise of protection, 
renewing with them the blessing bestowed upon Adam, 
vnth a further grant of animal food for their sustenance, 
prohibiting only the partaking of the blood, '' which is the 
life thereof." He gave also, at this time, an express com- 
mand, not to commit murder ; and gave power unto man 
to inquire for blood, and to put the murderer to death, 
because he put forth his hand against God's own image ; 
*' for in the image of God made he man." 

After the Almighty had given these laws to Noah and 
his sons, he entered into a covenant with them 

Never to destroy 

The earth again by flood ; nor let the sea 

Surpass his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world. — ^Milton. 

This he confirmed by a most significant symbol : "And 
God said. This is the token of the covenant which I make 
between me and you, and every living creature that is 
with you, for perpetual generations : I do set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be for a token of the covenant 
between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, when 
I bring a cloud over the earth, that ihe bow shall be seen 
in the cloud : and I will remember my covenant which is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all 
•flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look 
upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth." 

Some suppose that this "triple-coloured bow" was 
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unknown to the antediluvian world. The earth, prior to 
that erent, heing watered by a mist, there could naturally 
he no rainbow, it being caused by the re&action of the 
■son's rajTS in the drops of falling rain; others imagine that 
it was a natural phenomenon, and that the text says no 
more, than that the bow was then appointed as a token 
of the covenant between Qod and man; whichever may 
be right is a matter of Gonall moment, — ^it is still the 
token; and who can behold, 

• . . . refnusted from an'Eastefn cloud 

Bestriding earth, the grand ethereal bonK, 

Shoot up immenfle, and evei^y hne unfold 

In fair proportion; ninning from the red 

To where the violet fades into the sky, (Thomson,) 

without feeling, not merely admiration at the «ight, but 
gratitude and love toward a covenant-keeping God ? 

The ark, it appean, rested on the Mount Ararat, which 
lies in Armenia ; and in the pkunB below, Noah settled 
with his famUy, from whence came all the families of 
the earth. 

After he had left the arl;, he '' began to be a husband- 
man, and he planted a •vineyard," from the fruit of which 
he extracted wine ; and beii^ ignorant of its intoxicating 
qualities, he drank of it till his faculties were overpowered; 
^^ and he was uncovered within his tent." 

This led to a very evil display of conduct on the part of 
fiam, and of affecticm, of obedience, and modesty on the 
part of 6hem and Japheth, towards their father, for which 
each received his due reward. In the spirit of prophecy, 
Noah pronounced a curse upon Ham, and Canaan his 
flon; but he .pronouneed a blessing on Shem and Japheth. 
^ Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants fihall he be to 
his brethren. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and 
Canaan «hall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, 
and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan 
shall be his servant." 

It was the opinion of the ancient fathers, that a formal 
distribution of the world was made by Noah, among his 
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three sons, before any emigration from the first settlement 
took place; probability is in fayour of the supposition ; and 
an Armenian tradition tends to confirm their yiews; it 
states that l^oah distributed the habitable globe, from 
north to south, between his sons; giring to Ham the region 
of Africa ; to Shem, the region of Palestine, Arabia, and 
Syria; and to Japheth, Europe and Asia. 

Noah died at the age of nine hundred and fifty years. 
Sared from the flood by an ark, he now experienced a 
greater salvation, through faith in the atonement, of which 
Saint Peter says, the ark was but a type: into this ark 
let us seek to enter, that when the works of nature and of 
art shall be burned up, we may be sayed. That eyent 
will happen suddenly, as in the days of Noah: ^'They 
ate, they drank, they married, and were giyen in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came and swept them all away ; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be." And then,-— 

The world shall burn, and from her aahes spring 
New heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 

Milton. 
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. • . . Him Qod the Most High vouchsafed 

To call by visioii, from his father*s hoiifle, 

His kindred, and false gods, into a land 

Which he did show him, and from him did raise 

A mighty nation ; and upon him shower 

His ^nediction so, that in his seed 

Ail nations shall be blest: he straight obeyed, 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believed : 

He left his gods, his friends, and native soil, 

Ur of Chaldea, passing now the ford 

To Haran ; after him a cuinbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude. 

Not wandering poor, but trusting all his wealth 

To Qod, who called him, in a land unknown. — Milton. 



Born, a.m. 200a Died, 2185. 



Among the eminent characters recorded in the Scriptures, 
no one (the Messiah excepted) is more distinguished than 
that of Abraham. Not only is he celebrated by the sacred 
■writers for his faith and obedience, but as being the 
founder of the Jewish nation, and the head of the uni- 
versal church, — "the father of the faithful;" the Mes- 
siah himself honoured him in a yery high degree, and 
Saint James gives him the exalted title of " the friend of 
God." 

Abram (for that was his original name) was bom only 
two years after the death of Noah, though nine genera- 
tions intervened between their births. He was a descend- 
ant of that patriarch in the line of Shem; his father's 
name was Terah, and his native place Ur of the Chaldees. 

Oh! that men — 

Canst thou believe ? should be so stupid grown. 
While yet the patriarch lived who *scaped the flood. 
As to forsake the living God, and fall 
To wocBhip their own works in wood and stone 
For gods ! Milton. 

Yet 80 it was. Chaldea, at the time of Abraham's birth. 
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-was overrun with idolatry, and so for ages it continued; 
they worshipped the sun, the moon, the stars, and figures 
they themselves created. It was among the Chaldeans 
that the science of astrology had its origin; in fancy 
they blended their own works with the glorious works of 
their Creator. 

Among this pieople Abram received his education, and 
spent a part of his maturer age. His very parents were 
idolaters ; and it is not improbable that Abram himseUT 
bowed the knee to idols. The Jews, it is true, have a 
tradition that he was thrown into a fiery furnace, from 
which he escaped unhurt, for condemning the idolatrous 
practices of his countrymen; on this subject, however, 
we have no precise information. Scripture merely records 
his genealogy and his marriage with Sarai, before it speaks 
of the command given him to separate from all the kin- 
^eds of the earth. " Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee: and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing : and I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee : and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed." 

This command was given in such a manner as to 
leave no doubt on the mind of Abram that it was from 
heaven. He therefore obeyed; and he took with him 
Terah, his aged parent, and Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his 
brother's son, together with all his substance. On account 
of the great age and infirmities of his parent, their first 
remove was not out of the country; they settled at 
Haran, a place north-west of Mesopotamia, and which was 
so called from a deceased brother; here Terah died, at 
the age of two hundred and five years, a greater age than 
any of the postdiluvians had as yet attained. Abram, 
m obedience to the divine command, now removed into 
Canaan, whither Gt)d had before directed him ; regardless 
of his possessions, and of the many tender ties which 
must have bound his affections to his country, and 
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superior to the daogers that awaited him among the 
•trihes he must meet with in Canaan, who were often liviog 
in hostility with each other ; helieying in the promise, he 
Dbejed the iDJanction: with Sand and Lot, and the 
Bubstance ihey had gathered, and the souls they had 
gotten in Haran, he went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan. He was i^en soTenty-fiye years of age. 

The distance Ahram had to trarel was more than three 
lumdied miles, and his road lay through dangerous de- 
serts, and thick forests, and oyer lofty mountains ; hut 
ihese were no obstacles ; steady to his purpose, and, trusting 
in his God, he went onward to the land of promise, to so- 
journ there as in a strange eountry. Crossing the riyer 
Jordan south of the Galilean sea, he pitdied his tent at 
^chem, a town of &maria, in Palestine, and there he 
erected an altar to the Lord. 

At thra place God appeared to Abram again, inform- 
ing hitH that this was the land his posterity should pos- 
aess, though as yet he had no ofPspring. This might 
appear a strange declaration, but Abram ^' belieyed God, 
and it was accounted unto him for righteousness." 

He did not long oontinue at Sichem, but remoyed 
from place to >place, maintaining the worship of tib^e true 
God in the midst of the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan. 
At each place where he tarried, '' he builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord." 

But Abram was called upon to undergo another trial. 
A famine arose in the land of Canaan, and obliged him to 
seek an asylum in ijgypt. Here he gaye way to a mis- 
trust of the oyer- watchful proyidence of God. He feared 
that he should be robbed of his wife, who was beautiful, 
and that himself would be slain; to ayoid ibis danger, he 
adopted the yery means to bring such an eyent about. He 
jrequested Sarai to say she was his sister; she was indeed his 
step-sister, so that it was a truth in terms, but it was a 
moral untruth, because he meant it to be understood that 
she was nothing more than a sister. This was sinful, 
and had not God been merciful and oyerlooked his fault, 
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he bad oertaiiilj suffered for his conduct. Bat althougb 
lie had brought himself into this strait, -God, hj his xnter- 
posiug powser, preserved him and Saraiirom harm. Wbes 
fharaoh, k^Effing of her beauty, caused €arai to he 
brought to his palace, intending to make her his wife, 
God smote him and his servants with a plague. A± 
this the Egyptian monarch called for bis priests and magi- 
cians, to inquire the cause. They informed him, says 
Josepbiis, ibot it was for taking another man's wife, and 
tiiat £n>m a stranger, who had sought re&ge in his domi- 
nions. Surprised and terrified, he called &r Abram, and 
said, ^^ What is this that thou hast done unto me? why 
didst thou not tell me that «he ¥ras thy wi& ? Why 
saidst thou. She is my sister? so I might hare taken her 
i3> me to wife: now, therefore, behold thy wife, tak^e heXy 
and go thy way. And Pharaoh commanded his men 
coneemiBg him.: and they sent him away, and hici wife, 
and all that he had." This was noble and generous ceoi- 
duct. His intention was to marry Sorai, and, possessing 
absolute power, he might still haye done so; but when he 
diflcorered she was the wife of another, he restored her to 
ber husband, juaking him at tiie same time large presents. 

After the famine had ceased, Abram again returned to 
'Canaan, and, on the altar which he had built near Bethel 
and Hai, offered sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord fin: 
bis return. 

The patriarch, it appears, had generously given his rela- 
iion, Lot, an opportumty of forming a household for him- 
self, and each imd increased greatly in fiooks and herds. 
This at length became a source of diseord between their 
senrants; ^^ere was a strife between £he herdmen." The 
loonduct of Abram on this occasion was most amiable. 
JWming aresolution of separating from Lot, he made thss 
proposal: — ^ Let there be 'no strife, I pray .thee, between 
thee and me, and between my-herdmen and thy herd- 
men, ^fiir wse be brethren. Is not the whole land before 
thee ? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt 
take the left band, then I will go to the right.; or if thou 
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depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left." This 
was tralj disinterested conduct; his age, his authority, his 
power, and the ohligations Lot was under to him, all 
faroured his claim to the choice, hut he wared all, in 
order to preserve that harmony which had hitherto existed 
between them. 

Very differeint was the conduct of Lot. No sooner was 
the generous offer made, than he looked around to see 
which was the most fertile and best watered country: 
'' And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the 
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gt)morrah, as the garden of 
the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto 
Zoar;" on these plains Lot fixed his choice. But though 
they were thus fertile, he had not made a happy choice: 
while Abram dwelt in the> plains of Mamre, whither he 
had removed, enjoying the favour of God, who renewed 
his promise here, while he enjoyed also the friendship of 
powerful princes, there contracted, Lot was exposed to the 
horrors of war; confederate kings came up against those 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and their allies, and defeating 
them in the vale of Siddim, they plundered the country, 
•and took Lot and his household captives. 

Unmindful of his nephew's ingratitude, Abram no 
sooner heard of his misfortunes than he hastened to his 
rescue; he armed his servants, and calling in the assist- 
ance of powerful fiiends, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, he 
hastened in pursuit of the conquerors, and coming up with 
them by night, he slew them, and rescued Lot and the 
captives, and recovered the spoil. 

On his return he was met by Melchizedek, king of 
Salein, a person of high dignity and mysterious character; 
he brought the patriarch bread and wine for refreshment, 
and as a priest pronounced the benediction of God upon 
him; in return, Abram acknowledged in the priest the 
authority of God, and as a token of gratitude gave him 
tithes of all. 

Abram was also met by the king of Sodom, who grate- 



d by Google 



ABRAHAM. 29'. 

follj offered him the spoils he had recovered, hut he re- 
fused the most trifling article. ''I have lift up mine 
htody" said he, ^' unto the Lord, the most high God, the 
possessor of hearen and earth, that I will not take from a 
thread eyen to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not take any 
thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made 
Ahram rich : save only that which the young men have 
eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me,. 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion." 

Soon after this, Ahram was favoured with another, 
vision, in which the Almighty said to him, '^Fear not, 
Ahram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward." 
To these gracious words, the patriarch responded in com- 
plaint that he had often received promises of a numerous 
progeny to inherit the land, hut he saw no indication 
of their fulfilment, and hoth himself and Sarai were far 
advanced in years ; he therefore exclaimed, ^^ Lord God, 
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless T 

The Almighty was not displeased at his complaint, hut 
again assured him he should have a son, and that his 
seed should he as the stars of heaven. This was suffi- 
cient; Ahram was silenced, his imhelief was subdued. 
To encourage him still further, God entered into a solemn 
covenant with him: '' Take me an heifer of three years old, 
and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years 
old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." Having 
made this sacrifice early in the morning, Ahram waited 
for the manifestation of the divine presence^ guarding, at. 
the same time, with pious care, the sacred victims, lest 
the birds of prey should devour them; thus he continued 
till the evening, when, at the decline of the sun, a superna- 
tural sleep fell upon him, with ^'an horror of great dark- 
ness," and the Lord appeared to him, and revealed the 
history of his family for four hundred years ; speaking of 
their oppressed condition in Egypt, and of their final set- 
tlement in the land of Canaan; at the same time assuring 
him that he should gQ to his fathers in peace, and die in^ 
a good old age. . 
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But lihougb the promise of an lieir wag thus repeated^ 
and thomgh it ttm ratified bj solemn coyenant, the pei^ 
fynnance was still to be delayed, the feith of Abram 
was jet longer to be subjected to trial: tiiis he endured 
with patience, but not so did Sarai; abandoning all 
hopes of bearing a ehild herself, she was desirous of pro- 
curing one whom her husband might adopt, and to this end 
fihe requested him to take Hagar^ her maid, as a second 
wife, a practice bj no means uncommon in the earij ages 
of the world. 

Without taking counsel of Crod^ the patriarch complied, 
and, as might be expected, it was the cause of nradi con- 
tention : Hagar became wiin and impertinent, and Sarai 
pee^idi and resentftd; her resenitment wav carried so 
far, that Hagar, who had been giren up by Abram to 
her authority, could bear it no longer, and she fled fronr 
her presence into the wilderness. Here an angdi appeared 
to tiie fugitire, commanding her to return and submit 
herself to her mistress, giying her at the same time a 
cheering promise that her child should be the father of 
many generations. Hagar obeyed the command, and in 
due time she bare a son, whom Abram named Ishmoel, 
which signifies *^ Grod attends," or ^ hears.'* This was the 
name mentioned by the angel in the wilderness: ^Thou 
shalt call his name Idbmael, because the Lord hath heard 
Ihy afflicti<m. And he will be a wild man; his hand will 
be against erery man^ and every pian's hand against him; 
and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren." 

This prediction has been fulfilled to the very letter. 
Ishmael was the founder of the Arabian nation, who sus- 
tain the character giyen tiiem in this passage to the 
present day ; for the Arabs hare ever been a wild and 
nnsettied people; roiing about their yast deserts, opposed 
to, and at enmity with, all surrounding nations, yet nerei 
loring their natiye independence. 

For thirteen years after the birth of Ishmad, nothing 
is recorded of Abram; it would appear that QiA had 
le& him in displeasure, but he ^' keepeth not his anger fi>r 
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ever." At die end of that time he appeared to kim again, 
when he renewed and more distinctlj explained the pro- 
mise, and dechured the perftxnnance' at hand. To ratify 
it, tiie rite of dbncnmoision was instituted, — a rite to which 
he suhmitted cheerfully. On this occasion the patriaroh'sF 
name was changed from Ahram to Ahniham, and Sand's 
to Sarah; a change greater in sense than iin sonnd,-^ 
Ahram meaning ^the &ther of eleyation^" and Ahraham 
•'the father of a multitude/* Sarai "my^ princess^" smd 
Sarah "^ an exalted princesff." 

The promise is now distinetiy set forttBi, that Sttrah 
should hear a son, of whom the Messiidi should come, or, 
as the word of holy writ expresses it, ^in whom aU the 
nations of the earth shouM he blessed." 

The next incident in Abraham's life giyevuff a Teiy 
interesting picture of patriarchal mimners; One sunmier's 
day, as he sat in the shade of hi? tent door, to enjoy the 
cool breeze, three strangers approached ; immediately on 
perceiving them, the good man ran, notwithstanding his 
age, to meet them, and earnestly entreated them to take 
some refreshment. Th^ readily accepted li^ invitaticHi, 
and reposed themselyes beneath the spreadii^ branches 
of a tree, while Abraham busied himself in preparing a 
suitable repast: ^he hastened into Ihe tent unto Sarah, 
and said. Make ready quickly three measuresr of fine meal, 
knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. And Abra- 
ham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it unto a young man ; and he hasted to 
dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and the calf 
which he had dressed, and set it before them ; and he 
stood by fhem under the tree, and they did eat." 

All this time Abraham was ignorant of the rank of his 
guests, but he was soon made acq[ttainted with their 
quality and errand. As they sat* at table, the principal 
guest, addressing Abraham, aslced for Sarah his wife, 
and on being told ^e was in the tent, he assumed his 
high character, and said, ^'I will certaiidy return unto 
thee according to the time of life; wid, le! Sarah thy wife 
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shall haye a son." Abraham believed; his faith was. 
strengthened by this assurance, but Sarah, who had listened 
behind the tent door, was detected laughing, either in 
contempt or distrust of the message ; being charged with 
it, she denied, saying, " I laughed not;" but the charge 
being repeated, she was silent. 

The prediction of the birth of Isaac was not, howeyer, 
the sole object of these celestial visitants appearing unto 
Abraham ; it was also to reveal the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. When, therefore, they had arisen from 
table, and were going towards those places, whither their 
host accompanied them, he who bore the chief rank, and 
who is styled in other places in Scripture " the angel of 
the Lord," tarried behind, and communicated his design 
to Abraham. 

Full of pity for his fellow-men, and bearing on his 
heart his nephew Lot, with fearfrd anxiety he pleaded on 
behalf of those devoted cities ; and the Almighty listened 
to his importunities, the words of which are remarkable 
for their aflFecting simplicity : " And Abraham said. Wilt 
thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Per- 
adventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt 
thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty 
righteous that are therein? That be fer from thee to do 
after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked; 
and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be 
far from thee : shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? And the Lord said. If I find in Sodom fifty righ- 
teous within the city, then I will spare all the place for 
their sakes. And Abraham answered and said. Behold 
now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, 
which am but dust and ashes : peradventure there shall 
lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city 
for the lack of five? And he said. If I find there forty 
and five, I will not destroy it. And he spake unto him 
yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's 
sake. And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be 
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angry, and I will speak: peradyenture there shall thirty 
be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I 
find thirty there. And he said. Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there 
shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not 
destroy it for twenty's sake. And he said. Oh let not 
the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: 
Peradyenture ten shall be found there. And he said, I 
wUl not destroy it for ten's sake." Here Abraham paused, 
awed perhaps by his own boldness in pleading thus 
earnestly and freely with the Almighty. ^' And the Lord 
went his way, as soon as he had left communing with 
Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place." 

Small as the number was on whose acooimt the cities 
would have been spared, yet so many persons could not 
be found. Their guilt was universal, and their destruc- 
tion certain; the only righteous there was Lot. Him Qod 
spared, not only for his righteousness' sake, but for the 
sake of his servant Abraham. ^ And it came to pass, that 
when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God re- 
membered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 
dwelt." 

After this awful eiKnt, Abraham withdrew from the 
country to the south-west of Canaan, between Kadesh and 
Shur, near the wilderness, taking up his residence in 
Gerar, a country of the Philistines. Here, as in Egypt, 
he betrayed a want of faith, in the fears which he enter- 
tained concerning his wife; and, in consequence of his 
prevarication, he was again in danger of losing her. 
Abimelech, the king of that country, fell in love with her, 
and, being informed that she was his sister, sent for her 
to his pdace; but God preserved her. Abimelech dis- 
covering, through a vision, that she was the wife of 
Abraham, sent for him, and, reproaching him for the 
imposition, restored her with presents. From Gerar 
Abraham travelled southward, and dwelt at Beersheba, 
whither he was followed by Abimelech, and they entered 
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into a solenm ooTeBBOt to lire in mutual peace. Encou- 
laged hj tliis tcansaetion, Abraham settled at this place; 
where he erected an altar to the Lord, and planted a grore, 
to which he might retire in sweet seclusion to worship God. 

The oft-repeated promise was at lengdi fulfilled: Sarah 
was delivered of a son, whom Abraham circumcised on 
the eighth daj, calling him Isaac, as he had been com* 
manded. Great must haye been the joj of both th« 
parents on this occasion; but the joy of Abraham was 
transporting and sublime in the highest degree. While 
Sarah dwelt upon the present enjoyment of a son which 
should be a comfort to her in her declining years, Abiar 
ham enjoyed the reward of faith, and, transported to 
future ages, saw not only an illustrious progeny descending 
from Isaac, but the time when 

A virgin ahould conoehre, a vizgin bear a son, 
who should save his people from their ons, — ^the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

On the day Isaac was weaned Abraham made a great 
feast, thereby recognising him his heir. This excited 
the envy of Hagar, who had long cherished the fond idea 
that her son Ishmael should iiJierit Abraham's wealth. 
Ishmael had also been led to expect it; he therefore 
partook of his mother's feeling of discontent, and he was 
detected by Sarah in mocking Isaac. This aroused her 
parental feelings, and the evil passion of resentment; 
she demanded of Abraham to banish Hagar and LshmaeL 

Abraham felt great concern at this demand: he felt 
that Ishmael was his son, and therefore it was his duty 
to afford him the protection of a parent. In great dis- 
tress, therefore, as a pious man ought, he laid his domestic 
troubles before the Lord, seeking his counsel and direc- 
tion; and the Almighty having designs of his own with 
regard to both Isaac and Ishmael, directed him to comply 
with Sarah's demand; and Hagar and her son were dis- 
missed from the tents where they had so long dwelt im 
ease and plenty, with only a litde bread and a bottle of 
irater, to seek subsistence elsewhere. They wandered 
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into the mldemess of Beersheba; where they strayed about 
till their bread was eaten, and their water was spent in 
the bottle. 

The exhaustion of a pioyision of water in a burning 
and inhospitable desert, without any prospect of a fi^sh 
supply, is a situation of such extreme misery, as £inoy 
cannot depict. In such a situation were Hagar and 
ishmael placed; in danger of perishing with thirst 
Ifihmael, although a young man, being less accustomed 
to the trials of a desert, began to fail sooner than Hagar, 
and needed her support; which she afforded him as long 
as her iconizing feelings would permit. **' But when the 
usual symptoms came upon him; when his eyes became 
painfully inflamed, and his parched lips and tongue 
chapped and swollen; when his brain seemed to grow 
thick and inflamed, and he was deafened by the hollow 
sound in his ears, some bushes afforded him a shelter, 
under which he would fain lay down and die, and his 
affectionate mother withdrew, that she might not see his 
unrelieved death, and that she might lift up her voice and 
weep without restraint." In this hour of distress, when 
aU hope had vanished, the God of Abraham sent his angel 
to comfort her, assuring her, that Ishmael should be the 
'iather of a great nation, and showing her at the same 
time a well of water, which saved them^ from impending 
death. Near this place they fixed their abode, and Grod 
prospered Ishmael, and Hagar took him a wife out of the 
land of Egypt. 

We have seen, that a covenant had been entered into 
between Abimelech, king of Gerar, and Abraham: but 
about this time, a serious quarrel had nearly arisen, in 
consequence of the servants of the former having taken 
away a well from the latter; a circumstance of great 
moment in a country where water forms one of the most 
valuable articles of life. Abimelech, however, revering 
the character of Abraham, conceded the point in dispute, 
and a covenant was entered into, by which Abraham's 
light to the possession of the well was ratified by oath, 
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and the place was called Beersheba, or '' the well of the 
oath." 

Abraham now appeared to be tranquilly settled; but 
his trials were not ended; his faith was now, indeed, 
called upon to undergo a severer trial than it had yet 
endured. The child of promise, Isaac, had arrived at 
the age of maturity, and was the delight and solace of 
his aged parents; and his dutiful and affectionate behaviour 
afforded them a sweet hope, that nothing would intervene 
to disturb their course till the time of their dissolution; 
but their expectations were vain. While Abraham looked 
upon his Isaac as the child of promise, and the father of 
nations, he received this astounding command: — ^^ Take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and 
get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for 
a burnt offering, upon one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee of." 

Painful and afflicting must have been the patriarch's 
emotions at this moment. He was to take his son, his 
" only son," his beloved child, on whom his heart was 
fixed, and go into a distant land, as though he was going 
on a pleasant excursion with his Isaac by his side, to 
offer him up as a burnt offering. But what was the con- 
duct of the patriarch on this trying occasion? Doubtless 
he felt all the sympathies of human nature, but they were 
lost in the overwhelming sense of duty, which he owed 
to his God. Without even so much as a murmur, " he 
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took 
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and 
clave the wood for the burnt offering, and went unto 
the place of which God had told him." 

Some may suppose this was a hasty motion, impelled 
by over much zeal; but it was not so. Three days did it 
take Abraham to reach the destined spot, and for three 
days was the desire of his heart before his eyes, and still 
he persisted in the divine command, retaining his confi- 
dence in a covenant-keeping God. 

At length they arrived at the place where the sacrifice 
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was to be made; and Abraham alighting with his son, 
left the servants below, while they ascended the moun- 
tain; Abraham bearing the fire and the knife, and Isaac 
the wood for the pile. As they went onward, Isaac put 
a question to his father, which could not fail to touch his 
parental affection: ^'And Isaac spake unto Abraham his 
father, and said, Mj fether: and he said. Here am I, my 
son. And he said. Behold the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham said, 
My son, God will, provide himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering: so they went both of them together." And 
now the altar was erected, and the wood laid in order, 
and Isaac bound thereon, an unresisting victim. After 
a pause, '^ Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to slay his son." This was enough; the 
sacrifice was in effect performed; God, who had watched 
every part of the scene, now interposed. Calling to 
the patriarch from heaven, he commanded him, saying, 
^^Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
any thing unto him; for now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son, from me." 

With what transport did Abrah^un. unbind his son; 
with what rapture embrace him! And now was the 
prophecy, which the patriarch had just before uttered, 
that God would provide himself a lamb, fulfilled: 

On lookiiig back from whence a ntstling noise 
Proceeded, he beheld, entangled by 
His crankled horns in the thick bush, a ram. 
Which way soe'er it sought to free itself, 
Whether it pushed in front or did recede, 
Still it became involyed yet more and more 
In the thick-grown and tangling underwood. 
This Abraham saw, and reaching forth his hand 
Took it, an easy prey, and offered it 
In Isaac's stead, a sacrifice to God. 

And it was a sacrifice, in which the heart of the wor- 
shipper accompanied the offering in fervent gratitude. 
To testify that gratitude, and to be a memorial of the 
Lord's goodness to him, Abraham gave the place a new 
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and significant name, ^^JehoTah-jireh,'' wldch meang^ 
^ In the mount of difficulty the Lord will be seen." On 
this mount the Temple was afterwards bmlt, and sacrifice 
offered to God eontinuallj. And now Abraham having 
xeceived another assurance of the fayour of Grod, by a 
Toice firom heayen renewing the former promise, returned 
home. 

Shortly after this transaction, Sarah died, at the age of 
one hundred and twentynseyen years. Her loss was 
severely felt by Abraham, but, he sorrowed not a» those 
reft of hope; he knew that this was not his resting 
place, for '^ he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God." He knew also, that 
he must soon die; and he, therefore, took occasion to pro- 
vide a burying-place for the dead, in the country wherein 
he dwelt. The manner in which he procured it is ex- 
ceedingly interesting. Calling the heads of the countiy 
together, Abraham stood up before them, and said, ^^ I am 
» stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession 
of a burying-place with you, that I may bury my dead 
out of my sight. And the children of Heth answered Abra- 
ham, saying unto him, Hear us, my lord: thou art a 
mighty prince amongst us: in the choice of our sepulchres 
bury thy dead: none of us shall withhold from thee his 
sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead." This oblig- 
ing answer led Abraham to request the cave of Machpelah, 
in a field belonging to Ephron, one of the principal men in 
the country; and no sooner were his wishes made known, 
than the owner exclaimed, with eager liberality, " Nay, 
my lord, hear me: the field give I thee; and, the cave that 
is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of 
my people give I it thee: bury thy dead." Abraham, 
though grateful for his generous offer, would not, how- 
ever, possess a burial place among strangers, without 
having a perpetual claim ta it He therefore insisted 
upon giving the owner the full value of the field, and he 
gave him four hundred shekels of silver. This is the 
first instance on record of purchase being made with 
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com, for such it eyidentty was^ and not common silver. 
The shekel contained, according to Josephus, four Atke- 
nian drachms^ or aboat half an ounce; so tliat th«se 
flkekels contained about &£ty pounds of our monej, a 
considerable sum in the days of Abraham. 

With a tender care for his son Isaac, Abraham now 
deemed it expedient to procure for him a suitable wife; and 
lest he should form an indiscreet connexion with the fami- 
lies of Canaan, he commissioned his steward Eliezer to go 
into Mesopotamia, and seek a partner for him from among 
his own kindred: his faithful serrant successfidlj ful- 
filled his commission, and returned with Rebekah, to 
whom Isaac was united. Afiter this, Abraham himself 
married a wife, named Keturah, bj whom he had six 
children, who became heads of prosperous tribes. 

Reminded of his approaching end by his infirmities, 
the patriarch settled his worldly affairs, giving a portion 
to each of his other sons, but leaving the bulk of his pro- 
perty to Isaac, as heir of the promise. Having thus made 
provision for the welfia% and peace of his family, he pre- 
pared for his last great change; which event soon after 
happened. He gave up the ghost, ^' an old man, and full of 
years." He died at the age of one hundred threescore 
and fifteen years. His remains were deposited, with 
great solemnity, by the side of Sarah, by his sons Isaac 
and Ishmael, who, though they had lived as strangers to 
each other, united in sympathetic sorrow, and mingled 
tears over the grave of their parent. Yet deaths which had 
dissolved ihe tie between their parent and them, was the 
means of effecting between themselves a cordial recon- 
ciliation. 

From an earthly, we are told, Abraham was removed 
to a heavenly Canaan, where he holds a distinguished 
place among its celestial inhabitants. Long after his 
decease, the Lord speaks of him as existing with himself 
and ''God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.* 
Our Saviour also, in one of his parables, speaks of him 
as possessing a portion of heavenly gloiy; Lazarus '' was 
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carried by tHe angels into Abraham's bosom." This 
implies, a state of felicity with Abraham, after a life of 
trial and of faith: nor can we desire any higher bliss for 
ourselves, than to sit down with him in the kingdom of 
heaven: for 

There is a world above, 

Where sorrow is unknown ; 
A long eternity of love, 
Formed for the good alone ; 
And faith beholds the dying here, 
Translated to that glorious sphere. — ^Montoobcbrt. 



LOT. 



And is there care in heaven ? and is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures base 
That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is ; else much more wretched were the case 
Of man than beasts. But, oh ! the exceeding grace 
Of highest God, that loves his creatures so. 
And idl his works with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed angels he sends to and fro. 
To serve to wicked man, — ^to serve his wicked foe. 

How oft do they their silver bowers leave. 
To come to succour us that succour want ! 
How oft do they with golden. pinions cleave 
The flitting skies, like flying pursuivant 
Against foul fiends to aid us militant. 
They for us fight, they watch and duly ward. 
And their bri^t squadrons round about us plant ; 
And all for love, and nothing for reward : 
Oh ! why should heavenly God, to man have such regard ! 

Spbnser. 

Birth and Age tTNKNOWN. 



In surveying the characters recorded in the Holy Scriptures, , 

we should not only admire and imitate what is excellent i 

in them, but mark their failings, in order that we may j 
avoid them. This we shall have an opportunity of doing 
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in the character of Lot, whose failings are recorded as 
faithfiiUj as are his yirtues: so are the failings of all 
other Scripture characters,-— one proof of the authenticitj 
of the Holy Bible. 

Lot, it appears, very early in life, had lost his father 
Haran, and was taken under the care of his uncle Abra- 
liam, before the call of that patriarch: we may imagine, 
therefore, that he was acquainted with the circumstances 
of that revelation. That he was a pious youth, is suffici- 
ently attested by his leaying his natiye country, to share 
with his uncle the difficulties of a long and dangerous 
pilgrimage : he was the companion of Abraham in all his 
joumeyings, and united with him in holy worship. 

We hare seen in the life of Abraham, that while Lot 
continued to be a fellow-trayeller with his uncle, he 
increased greatly in flocks and herds; we have seen also 
ihe contention which arose between their servants, and 
what a different spirit Lot displayed, to the amiable spirit 
of his uncle. Lot chose the beautiful plains of Jordan, 
whither he bent his steps, and he pitched his tent towards 
Sodom. But though this country was suitable for his 
cattle, it was not so for the growdi of piety and virtue; 
the inhabitants of Sodom were, as Scripture terms them, 
^ wicked, and sinners before the Lord exceedingly." The 
Apostle Peter, however, bears testimony, that Lot main- 
tained his integrity in that ungodly place : he ^' was vexed 
with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (for that 
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hear- 
ing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds:)" a sufficient punishment to him for his 
love of gain. 

But Lot was not only pimished by the wickedness of 
the Sodomites; his worldly prosperity suffered a reverse, 
in the wars between Chedorlaomer and his allies, and the 
king of Sodom and his allies. Sodom was taken and 
plundered, and Lot was deprived of his substance and 
taken captive, from which he was released by the actitity 
and intrepid conduct of Abraham. 
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One would haTe supposed that Lot^ after tl]i% would 
liave remoyed to some other countiy; but no; hd was 
still attached to the fertile plains of Jordan, and hoping^ 
probably, that the end would prove more prosperous, he 
setmned to Sodom. The event proved otherwise; he 
was soon stripped of all, and obliged to flee for his life. 

Sitting one evening at the gate of the city, two of those 
exalted personages, who had in the day-time been the 
guests of his unde, advanced towards him, and Lot, on see- 
ing them, ran to meet them» and invited them home with 
him. This they at &cst refused, ei^ressing^a determinatiott 
to remain all night in the streets: but upon his urgent soli- 
citations they complied and went with Lot, who entertained 
them with hospitality. The men of Sodom discovering 
that strangers were with Lot, beset the house, aaid de* 
manded of him to dehver them up to them. This he 
xefused, alleging, that the rights of hospitality were too 
sacred to be thus violated. Provoked with this reply, 
they made an assault upon him, upon which the angels 
levealed their character, and putting forth their hands, they 
pulled Lot into the house and ^ut the door; and when 
the men of Sodom attempted to force it^ they smote them 
with blindness. 

Having thus frustrated their mad attempts to do harm, 
tiie angels proceeded to unfold their errand to Lot. 
^Hast thou here any besides? son-in-law, and thy sons, 
and thy daughters^ and whatsoev^ thou hast in the city, 
bring them out of this place: for we will destroy tlus 
place, because the cry of them is waxen great before 
the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to 
destroy it." Lot believed the words of the angels, and 
with eager haste ran to warn his sons-in-law of their 
danger,'and to urge them to fly from the devoted city; 
but his admonitions were rejected; '^he seemed as one 
that mocked," and they treated him as a visionary. 

And now the morning arose, the last the inhabit- 
ants of Sodom were to greet. With its first beams, the 
angels awoke Lot, and urged his departure: but Lot still 
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lingered, as though he mras imwiUing to leave his relations 
and his substance behind; and if God had not been mer^ 
cifoly he had certaml j perished in the ^ iniquity <^ the 
citj." But while he lingered, the angels laid hold upon 
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife and daughters, 
**^and they brought him forth, and set him witiiout the citj." 
They then pressed him to escape for his life, and gave 
him a charge not to look behind, or stay in the plain; 
and lest he should be induced to stop witldn the limits of 
destruction, he was directed to flee to a distant mountain. 

To this refuge he might have fled with safety, since God 
was his leader; but Lot, overwhelmed with fear and dis* 
tress, and emboldened by the favour €k>d had shown him, 
pleaded that he might flee to a little city near, and that it 
might be spared. This was granted, with an injunction 
to hasten thither, since vengeance must be delayed till his 
arrival there. 

As they journeyed onward, her heart dwelling upon 
those she had left behind, in direct opposition to the com- 
mand given, his wife looked back, and she became a pillar 
of salt. Not a statue of rock salt, as some suppose ; the 
word rendered pillar, denotes any flxed object; and that 
rendered salt, Quotes ako bitumen. We may, therefore, 
imagine, that she was overwhelmed by the encroaching 
matter which flowed from the burning city, and which 
formed a mound over her, and fixed her where she stood. 

At length Lot gained the city of refuge: "The sun 
was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar." No 
sooner had he arrived, than the wrath of heaven descended 
in fire upon the cities of the plain; the whole country around, 
to a large extent, was entirely desolated, and not only ren- 
dered unfit for cultivation, but has ever since been a lake 
of offensive waters, known by the name of the Asphaltic 
Lake, or Dead Sea. Thus was Lot stripped of his pos- 
sessions, and bereaved of his wife and part of his family, 
through a love of gain; a striking comment upon the 
apostle's words, that " they who would be rich, fall into 
a snare." 
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But Lot had still further trials to endure; he had 
saved Zoar hj his intercession, and had taken up his 
abode there; but he was soon obliged to remoye from 
ibence, bj reason of the wickedness therein. Fearing 
he was unsafe there, he fled to the mountains whither the 
angel had first directed him, and the last that we hear of 
him is, that he dwelt there in a cave. 

Would that a yeil could be drawn oyer his conduct 
there; but God has declared it in his word,* and man 
must not extenuate the facts there recorded; it is his to 
take warning bj the example. In this caye, a place 
suitable for i^e cultiyation of yirtue and piety, he, who 
had stood firm against the temptations of Sodom, and had 
there preserved the strictest chastity and sobriety; he, 
who was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, 
was betrayed into crimes of the deepest dye by his daugh- 
ters, those of drunkenness and incest. 

The offspring of these guilty daughters of Lot, were called 
Moab and Ben-ammi; from whom descended the Moabites 
and Ammonites; tribes conspicuous for Iheir enmity to 
Israel in after times, and on whom the curse of heaven 
seemed to rest, by the continual ravages of war, and at 
length by utter extinction firom among men. 

^^ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall." Lot might seem, in the retirement of a cave, more 
secure than in the city of Sodom; but he fell. Betire- 
ment, therefore, is no security against the allurements of 
vice; the power of God only can maintain our steadfast- 
ness. " We are not sufficient of ourselves, to think any 
thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God." 
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MELCHISEDEC. 



Th* irreyocable oath is sworn, 

My best beloved, my only born, - 

Charged with the eternal priesthood see, 

And ranked, Melchisedec, with thee. — Mbrrzgk. 

BiBTH AND AOB UNKNOWN, 



The concise description given of the character of Melchi- 
sedec, and the mysterious manner in which he is spoken 
of, have given rise both to conjecture and disputation. 
Some imagine that he was Christ, but St. Paul's testimony 
concerning him, " he was made like unto the Son of God,** 
shows that such an imagination is vain. The Jews de- 
clare that he was Shem, their ancestor; while the Arabians 
say that he was the grandson of Shem on the father's side, 
and the great grandson of Japheth on the mother's. One 
learned writer contends that he was Ham, while another 
maintains that he was a descendant of Japheth. All this 
is unsatisfactory; of his genealogy we must remain igno- 
rant: God has concealed it, and it is vain for man to 
endeavour to snatch it from oblivion. It is his to receive 
the narration as it stands recorded in the Scriptures, 
avoiding genealogies and contentions, since they are alike 
^^ unprofitable and vain." 

That narration is brief and simple: when Abraham 
returned from the victory he had obtained over Chedor- 
laomer, it is stated ^' Melchisedec king of Salem brought 
forth bread and wine; and he was the priest of the Most 
High God. And he blessed him, and^ said. Blessed be 
Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and 
earth: and blessed be the Most High God, which hath 
delivered thine enemies into thy hand." 

It appears, then, that Melchisedec was one of the kin^ 
of Canaan, and the seat of his government was Salem. 
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It appears, also, that be was preserved &om tlie idolatry 
and depravity of the Canaanites, a devout worshipper of 
the true God, and that to recommend the religion he pro- 
fessed, he himself presided at the altar as the priest of the 
Most High God. 

It is evident that Melchisedec and Abraham knew ea<;h 
other, and were, as all persons of imfeigned godliness are, 
friends. But Melchisedec did not appear on this occasion 
simply as the friend of Abraham, but as a priest. The 
bread and wine which he brought, was not so much to 
refresh the weary; they were an oblation made to God, 
by which the patriarch was called upon to offer up his 
grateful adoration for the victory obtained. And while 
engaged in this delightful work, Melchisedec pronounced 
his priestly benediction in the name of the Most Higb; 
and Abraham confessed in him the minister by giving him 
"tithes of all." 

This is all that the sacred history relates of this great 
personage. It reveals him suddenly to us in the full 
meridian of his glory, and as suddenly withdraws him 
firom our view. But scripture introduces him to our 
notice in another and more glorious light. The Psalmist, 
in a remarkable prophecy concerning the kingdom and 
priesthood of the Redeemer, wherein the* Almighty JFather 
is represented as declaring with an oath, says, " Thou art 
a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec ;*' thus 
plainly declaring that he wsts a type of the Messiah. 
Saint Paul, also, in an express comment upon this passage, 
carries on the parallel to a greater length: "For this 
Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, 
who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the 
kings, and blessed him; to whom also Abraham gave a tenth 
part of all: first being by interpretation King of righteous- 
ness, and after that also King of Salem, which is King of 
peace; without father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made 
like unto the Son of Gt>d, abideth a priest continually ." 

Thus we see that Melchisedec stands as a typical resem* 
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blance of cor great High Priest, idio is consecnted for 
eyermore, not as the sons of Aaron, ^^ after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power of an endlesi 
Gfe,'' at the right hand of his Father in hearen, where he 
liveth to make intercession for those that *^ come unto 
God by Him." 

With Iwldness, therefore, at the throne, 

Let us make all our sorrows known. 

And ask the aid of hearenly power^ 

To help US in the evil hour* Logan. 



ISAAC. 



Whether we yiew him on the mountain's height. 

Stretched on the pile, exposed unto the knife. 
Or 'wiiether in retirement Ids delight, 

His was a peaceful and obedient life. 
He liyed to Godu What further can he penned 

In praise of man ? For who doth spend his breath 
In His blefit service liyes mito the end 

Of being, and shall triumph oyer death. 

Born, a. m. 2109. Dixd, 2289. 



It is not always the life fiill of stirring incidents that is 
the most important; the life of the man devoted to his 
€rod in blest seclusion yery often affords more instmction 
than that which is bnsilj spent in the busy world. Such 
a fife Isaac led: he is neither renowned for exploits 
peiformed, or for any great event which happened to him. 
Inheriting firom his j^ther Abraham a large estate, and 
having received a pious education, he sat down in the 
quiet possession of it without seeking to enlaige his store. 
The birth of Isaac had long been the subject of promise 
and prophecy, and had long been earnestly desired by hk 
parents; yd: it was delayed till they were advanced in 
years, that iheir faith might be exercised, and that he 
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might more evidentlj appear the gift of God. It is no 
wonder, therefore, that when he tvas bom that the hearts 
of the parents were made glad. This thej testified by 
giving him the name of Isaac, which signifies " laughter, 
or gladness." 

Early in life he appears to have been the object of the 
scorn of Ishmael, the son of Hagar, the Egyptian servant ; 
he envied Isaac as the heir of Abraham, and " who is 
able to stand before envy?" The sacred historian relates 
that he ^^ mocked Isaac;" and the apostle, in explanation 
of the matter, says, ^ he that was bom after the flesh 
persecuted him that was bom after the Spirit." This con- 
duct, which might have been very offensive, led to the 
banishment of the offender; but he was not banished 
solely on account of his offensive conduct. The temporal 
possessions, as well as the spiritual promise, were entailed 
upon Isaac, and therefore it was to effect the purposes of 
God that Ishmael was dismissed the tents of the patriarch. 

After this, we read no more of Isaac till he had arrived 
at a state of manhood. There is no doubt that his youth 
had been dedicated to God, and now he was required to 
give a proof of his sincerity, by submitting to be offered 
up as a sacrifice by his father on Mount Moriah. Unac- 
quainted with the mandate of heaven, that he must die 
upon the altar, Isaac went as the companion of his fistther 
to join in the sacred rites of worship, taking eveiything 
with them necessary for the oblation, save the animal. 
When they had nearly arrived at the spot where the sacri- 
fice was to be made, he began to wonder where the victim 
was to be obtained, and ventured to ask his father. 
Abraham answered that God would provide one, still con- 
cealing the strange design till they had arrived at the 
appointed place, where it could no longer be kept a secret. 

What his emotions were on learning the will of God is 
not easily conceived; but what was his conduct? All 
submission to the tremendous injunction, he declined it 
not, he complained not of it. He was bound upon the 
altar, without resistance, exposed to the fatal weapon 
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which was lifted up on high to destroy him. " A heau- 
tifiil representation of the Eedeemer of the world, who 
bare his own cross to Mount Calvaiy, and died for the 
sins of the whole world without a murmur." Isaac was, 
however, suddenly and unexpectedly rescued by a roice 
from heaven, and lived a pious and retired life with his 
parents, remarkable for the sweetness of his temper and 
the sincerity of his religion. By his gentle hand the 
dying pillow of his mother was softened, and he mourned 
over her remains with the deepest affection. He was 
then about forty years of age. 

When the days of mourning were ended, Abraham 
deemed it expedient to seek a companion for his son, and 
Isaac cheerfully acquiesced in the prudent and religious 
desire of his father to procure one from among his own 
family, and not from among his idolatrous neighbours. 
Abraham, therefore, sent the steward of his house into 
Mesopotamia, to the city of Haran, to seek for a wife from 
among the offspring of Nahor, his brother. The steward 
accordingly went, and, on arriving at the place, he stopped 
at a well, to refresh his camels. Here he offered up a 
prayer to Abraham's Grod that his mission might be suc- 
cessful; his prayer was heard, and before he had done 
speaking was answered. A damsel came to the well, 
bearing a pitcher upon her shoulder, to draw water, a 
duty which devolves upon the females of the East without 
distinction of rank. After she had filled her vessel, 
Eliezer requested to take a draught; which, with true 
politeness, she permitted, and not only granted his request, 
but drew water also for the camels. Charmed with the 
behaviour of the damsel, Eliezer wished in his heart that 
she might prove one of his master's family; and, after 
making her presents for her kindness, he requested to 
know who were her parents; and when he was told that 
she was indeed of the family of Nahor, he " bowed down 
his head, and worshipped the Lord,'' and he said, '^ Blessed 
be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath v^* 
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left destitute m j master of Ms mercy and his tnitk; I Being 
m the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master^a 
hrethren." Onhearing these words the damsel ran te infonn 
ber family that a messenger £rom Ahraham was at the well^ 
and her hrother Lahan hastened out to him^ and inyited 
him to his house, with thb pious welcome, — ^ Come in, 
tihoa hlessed of the Lord; wh^efore standest thou with- 
out ? for I hare prepared the house, and room for the 
camels." Eliezer accepted the iayitation, and after due 
«»« had been taken of the camels, refiieshmest. was offered 
to him; but, eager to execute his master's mission, he 
xefused to eat till he had told his errands His orertures 
were accepted by the £unily, and Bebekah, also, on being 
consulted, expressed her wilHngness to go with Eliezer ;^ 
and haying thus succeeded, he was impatient to return wiib 
the agreeable tidings^. He therefore resisted all the im- 
portunities of Sebekah's family to make a short stay with 
them, and he returned with Bebekah, who was dismissed 
with the blessing of her relattves. 

This B&i2T may excite some surprise in Europeaa 
leaders; but it is perfectly analogous to customs still 
existing in the East, with only some trifling- difference in 
different nations. '^ Thus^ in Persia, when a young maa 
becomes marriageable, his parents send a confidential ser- 
Tant from house to house, to find a suitable object. When 
cne is found, he proceeds to the house of the father, and 
makes oyertures, which, if accepted, he denotes his approval 
by offering sweetmeats to be brought. A fow da3rs after 
another meeting takes place, when; the dowry she is to 
zeceire from tiie parents of the young man is settled, and 
Iheai they are imitedL" 

Leaving Bebekah and Eliiezer on their journey, we 
return to Isaac* The sacred historian tells us ^' he went 
out mto tiie field to meditate at erentide;" tills wa% 
doubtless^ his usual occupation. He lored to. Leave the 
crowded tents of his fother, to hold, converse with his. God 
in pious contemplation^, and 
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Thriee blest i»he who by smne shady grove. 

Par from the clamorous world doth Uve his own 

Though solitary, who is not alone, 

Bat doth eonyerse witili that eternal love. — DitiJMMOND» 

If this pious example of Isaac's was more imitated, how 
would rirtue and piety grow among the human race: 
rural retirement at eventide is well calculated to improve 
the mind and the heart, and to elevate our affections to 
Him whose '^ tender mercies are over all his works." 

Thus wa» Isaac employed, wlien on lifting, up his eyes 
he ssew the camels approaching which his father had sent 
into Mesopotamia^ and he hastened to meet them. At 
his approach Bebekah alighted from her camel, and 
modeslly took a veil and covered herself. And '^ Isaac 
brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took 
!Bebekahy and she became his wife, and he lored her : and 
Isaac was comforted after his mother s death." 

His comfort, however, like all other earthly comfort,, 
was not without alloy; he had been encouraged to 
expect a numerous issue, but twenty years had elapsed 
and thexe was no child. This must have been a source of 
doubts and fears; had he been cut off vnthout any off- 
spring, the promise would have &iled and the covenant been 
liroken. Isaac, therefore, entreated the Lord for his wife,. 
and the Lord was entreated of him; Rebekah, in answer 
to his prayer, bare twins, tibe elder of whom they named 
Esau, and the younger eKacob: the first signifying red^ 
and the other tiue supplantei. 

These were a source of trouble to their parents,, 
occasioned by their own weak conduct. Isaac lored 
Esau '' because he did eat of his venison^" a circumstance 
oanA would have ima^med whick would never have operated 
upon such, a pious man; and Rebekah loved Jacob,. pr«* 
bably because of his peacefid. disposition* This undue 
partiality led^ as it always doesy to domestic inquietude^ 
and laid tke foundation, of continusd strife between the 
I»rothexs; and while yet very youngs, an incident oc- 
emred whick psoved its ill efiecta upon their minds* 



d by Google 



53 ISAAC. 

Esau, who was fond of tlie chase, returning one day 
from his fevourite pastime rery fatigued, requested 
Jacob, who was preparing a mess of pottage for himself, to 
give him some of it. This Jacob, regardless of the sacred 
ties of brotherhood, refused, except on one condition, which 
was that he should transfer to him the right of primo- 
genitureship. To this Esau, worn out with hunger, 
acceded; he ate, revived, and went his way, but with 
his affections more than ever estranged from his brother. 
Many might imagine that Jacob alone was to blame in 
this affair; he 'was to blame, and so was Esau. Saint 
Paul, writing on this subject, says, "Esau despised his 
birth-right;" that he was "a profane person, who for 
one morsel of meat sold his birth-right :* evidently imply- 
ing that it ought to have been dearer to him than life, 
and that in the renunciation there was a degree of 
apostasy. 

Besides these domestic troubles, Isaac, though under 
the peculiar care of heaven, had others to endure. A 
&mine, which not unfrequently happened in Canaan, 
obliged him to seek bread in a distant country. His first 
intention was to go into Egypt ; but receiving a warning 
from God not to enter into that country, he took up his 
abode at Gerar, the capital of Philistia. Here he fell 
into the same error which Abraham had committed at the 
same place, in saying that his wife was his sister; for 
which he was severely reproved by Abimelech, the king, 
who at the same time threatened that whoever touched 
him or his wife should die. But though Isaac had thus 
transgressed, yet the favour of God was not withdrawn 
from him. During his residence in Philistia, he waxed 
so great in flocks and herds that the Philistines envied 
him; and in order to drive him from their country, 
they endeavoured to render his situation as uncom- 
fortable as possible by stopping up his wells of water. 
Abimelech, perceiving their animosity, and probably 
jealous himself of his growing greatness, requested him 
to quit the country; which he accordingly did; and 
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lie settled in the valley, where he sought again for the 
wells of his father. 

But Isaac was not safe here. The men of Gerar 
followed him and took from him two of the wells which 
he had opened; and he then removed further, and opened the 
third, for^which they strove not. Soon after this he dwelt 
at Beersheha, where he received the promise of God that 
his presence and his blessing should be with him« Here he 
erected an altar, and called upon the name of the Lord. It 
was while at this place, Abimelech, attended by his officers, 
paid him a visit; not knowing their design, he asked them 
why they came to him, seeing they hated him, and had 
sent him away from them ? Their reply was very gratify- 
ing. They had remarked, they told him, that he was a 
favourite of heaven; and, therefore, they had come out 
of esteem to him, and to enter into a league with him, 
to which he consented ; and after he had entertained them 
hospitably, the league was entered into, and they departed 
in peace. 

After this event, nothing remarkable is recorded of 
Isaac for eighteen years: nothing appears to have dis- 
turbed the peaceful tenour of his life. But at the end of 
that period his peace was again disturbed, and that by his 
favourite son. To the grief of Isaac and Kebekah, he 
took two wives from among the idolatrous Canaanites. 
But though this circumstance caused him much distress, 
Isaac, with blind partiality, not only continued attached to 
Esau, but, in opposition to the Divine will, desired to give 
him the precedence, and to leave with him the blessing of 
the covenant, which he himself had received from Abra- 
ham< To this end, Isaac, who had it appears been long 
afflicted with total blindness, finding himself bowed down 
with age, and expecting soon to end his pilgrimage on 
earth, called for Esau, and commanded him to procure for 
him some of his favourite venison, and dress it that he 
might eat ; promising afterwards to give him his blessing. 
This Rebekah heard, and full of love to Jacob, she 
resolved to counteract the design by causing him to 
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personate Esau. She, therefore, dressed Isaac's faToniite 
meat, put the skins of the kid's upon Jacoh's hands, and 
oiethed him with the garments of Esau; m which disguise 
Jacob presented the meat to his :&ther, and so effeotuallj 
imposed upon him, that after he had partaken of th^ 
meat he kissed him, and, in the spint of prophecy, pro- 
nounced a solemn blessing upon him. 

Jacob had no sooner quitted the chamber than Esaa 
returned, and the deception was disoorered, at which 
Isaac was sorely grieved; it is said, he "trembled very 
exceedingly;^ but he could not reroke the blessing. 
He saw, indeed, that it was the appointment of heaven, 
and he therefore confirmed it by these emphatic words i 
^ Yea and he shall be blessed." Ai, this Esau cried 
out in bitterness of soul, " Bless me, even me also, O my 
father ! Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me T 
Anxious to bestow all that he could upon him, Isaac replied, 
*' Behold thy dwelling shall be the £Eitness of the earth 
and of the dew of heaven from above ; and by thy sword 
«halt thou live and shalt serve thy brother ; and it shall 
come to pass, when thou shalt have the dominion, that 
thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck." 

By this fraudulent transaction, the breach between Esau 
and Jacob was made wider. Esau, indeed, harboured 
revenge in his breast against Jacob, and determined on the 
death of his father to put him to death. Of this Bebekah 
was informed, and she, therefore, persuaded Isaac to send 
Jacob to her brother Laban, hoping that his absence and 
time would allay the fury of his brother Esau. Accord* 
ingly, Jacob was sent away, with a charge not to take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan, but one from among 
his brother's kindred. At the same time Isaac can£rmed 
the benediction he had before given him. 

Af^er this, Esau plunged yet deeper into immorality, 
by taking one of the daughters of Iskmael to wife. Thus 
was Isaac punished by the apostaj^ of Esau, and Eebekah 
by the banishment of Jacob, for their undue partiality to 
their respective favourites; but all idiis was overruled by" 
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the good providence of God to effect his own purposes. 
It was his will that Jacoh should be "the heir of promise ;' 
and He therefore made the weakness of Isaac and 
ambition of Eebekah subserrient to that will. The 
Lord was, however, still merciful to Isaac. He suf- 
fered him not to go down to the grave tiU he had 
embraced Jacob again, and had heard that he and Esau 
were reconciled. This was forty years afifcer their separa- 
tion ; soon after this, Isaac died at the age of one hundred 
and eighty years, and Esau and Jacob united in paying 
him the last solemn rites. 

Isaac lived in sweet communion with Grod. His fervent 
piety secured him the £a,vour of heaven and the peaceable 
enjoyment of the land of promise, the earthly Canaan ; 
and now he has taken possession of the heavenly Canaan, 
whither all the chosen seed must eventually come. Be it 
our concern to imitate his example, that we may be of 
that happy number; 

That we Uke him may enter in 
Thaik never ending lest from sin. 
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Of life's past woes the fading trace 

Hath given that aged patriarch's face 

Expression holy, deep, resigned, 

The caJm sublimity of mind. 

He seemed a being who hath known 

Communion with his God alone ; 

On earth by nought but pity's tie 

Detained a moment from on high. 

One to sublimer worlds allied, — 

One from all passions purifiec^ 

E'en now half mingled with the sky. 

And all prepared, oh ! not to die. 

But like the prophet to aspire 

In heaven's triumphal car of fire. Hbmans. 

Born, a. m. 2168. Dibd, 2315. 



God, who worketh all things according to his good 
pleasure, was pleased, in the early ages of the world, to 
deposit the sacred treasury of his truth with one family; 
and to distinguish three of that family above all the rest 
by enrolling their names with his own: "I am the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob." Abraham was 
renowned for his faith, and Isaac for his retiring piety; 
Jacob is presented to us with different qualities. Many 
are the striking incidents his life exhibits; he was a man 
of real eminence, of sterling piety, and honoured by his 
God. In a peculiar sense, he was the root of the Jewish 
nation, and the illustrious progenitor of the Messiah, whom 
he prefigured. From him the children of God are named 
in every nation, and every generation, '^The seed of 
Jacob," « The Israel of God." 

The early part of the life of Jacob is necessarily blended 
with the life of his father Isaac. There he was left, dis- 
missed from his father s house, on account of the enmity of 
his brother Esau. We now behold him a lonely benighted 



d by Google 



JACOB. d7 

wanderer, travelling on foot in a pathless desert toward 
Haran. Fatigued and afraid to proceed, he at length lay 
himself down under an almond tree, with the blue sky for 
his canopy, the cold earth for his bed, and a stone for his 
pillow. Here he fell asleep ; in the slumbers of which he 
was feroured with a remarkable vision. A ladder was 
set upon the earth, whose top reached the skies. On this 
ladder the angels of God ascended and descended, and 
above it appeared the visible presence of God. While 
surveying diis wonderful scene, Jacob heard a voice from 
heaven, which assured him of heavenly protection, and 
confirmed to him the promises made to Abraham and 
Isaac This dream made so deep an impression on his 
mind, that when he awoke he exclaimed in holy awe, 
** How dieadfiil is this place ! this is none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Then 
arising from his cold bed, he took the stone on which he 
had l^d his head, and set it up upon the top of others as 
a monument of God's love toward him. He then called 
the place Bethel, which is, *' the house of God ;" and to 
render the consecration complete, he took oil and poured 
it thereon. Then offering up a fervent prayer, and making 
a solemn vow to God, he set forward with a joyful heart 
towards Mesopotamia, whither he safely came. 

When he had arrived at a well near Haran, Jacob met 
with some shepherds tending their flocks, of whom he 
made inquiries concerning Laban, his uncle. They told 
him that they knew him, and that his daughter, Rachel, 
would shortly come to the well with her flocks, and soon 
after Rachel appeared; and Jacob rolled away the stone from 
the mouth of the well, and watered them for her. He 
then made himself known, saluting her with a kiss, and 
weeping for joy. On hearing that Jacob was her cousin, 
Rachel hastened to inform her father, Laban, who ran out 
to meet him, and to welcome him to his house; where 
Jacob related the circumstances which compelled him to 
seek an asylum under his roof, at the same time offering 
to abide there as a menial. This Laban acceded to; but 
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ingiBted on paying him wages, desiring him te name what 
he would require. Jacob, who, it appears, had placed his 
vffiectiens on Badiel, offered him his sendees for seven 
yeans, if he would give him her to wi£e; which Laban 
IHramised to <do, and the years " seemed unto him but a 
few days, for the love he had to her." 

When the time had ^eaqpired, Jacob demanded the ful- 
filment of the contract ; but Laban frudulently imposed 
Leah, his eldest daughter, upon him, instead of EacheL 
On disooyering the imposition, Jacob remonstrated with 
lAban, and was infonned for the first time Ihat it was 
contrary to the custom of the country to marry the younger 
before the dder. This was true; but Laban ought to 
hare made that known at the time the contract was made; 
but he had more regard for his own interest than either 
£ar the law of rectitude, his nephew's welfare, or his chil- 
dren's peace. He knew the value of Jacob's services, and 
he therefore contrived this to retain him in his service, 
knowing that love would make large allowances to obtain 
its object ; he therefore offered to give him Rachel also 
at the end of the week (which was the time in that country 
dedicated to the nuptial solemnities), if he would serve 
faim another seven years. To this Jacob consented, and he 
served Laban for Rachel also, whom he loved more than 
Leah. This partiality was displeasing to God, and he showed 
his displeasure by causing Leah to be fruitful, while Ra- 
chel remained barren. Nor was he punished in this way 
only ; his peace was disturbed ; the fertility of Leah ex- 
cited the jealousy of Rachel, and she so far forgot herself 
as to demand children of Jacob, ^' lest she should die.** 
For this strange conduct, Jacob, though naturally of a mild 
disposition, severely reproved her: "Am I," said he, "in 
Ood's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the 
womb?' Rachel, thus brought to a sense of her folly,had re- 
course to Sarah's stratagem to obtain children. She gave 
Bilhah, her handmaid, to Jacob, by whom she had two 
sons, Dan and Naphtali. Leah also, copying her example, 
gave him Zilpah, her handmaid, who bare Gad and Asher. 



d by Google 



jjiooB. £9 

But tiiough tlie objects desired were obtained, tfaifi i?as 
iJie source of much discord; where Jacob looked for 
peace and happiness, liiough in the bosom of his own 
fynnkj^ there he found discord. So will it always be with 
thi»e who consult not God in the affiiirs of this life ! This 
Jacob had OTidentlj neglected, and therefore he suffered 
through the feuds and jealousies of his wiyes. 

Leah had borne six sons and one daughter to Jacob, 
while Rachel yet remained childless. At length Providence, 
which liad designs of its own to accomplish, caused 
Bachel to be the joyful mother of a son, whom she named 
Joseph, saying, '^ God hath taken away my reproach: the 
Lord shall add to me another son." 

It was about this time that the servitude of Jacob far 
Leah and Rachel expired ; and he expressed a desire to 
return home ; but Laban was not willing to part with 
him. His afiairs had so prospered in the hands of Jacob, 
that, for interest's sake, he solicited him to remain. This 
he consented to, on condition of receiving that part of 
Laban's flocks which should be ^' ring-straked, speckled, 
and spotted," for his labour. These teims were agreed 
upon ; and the flocks were separated; those mentioned in 
the contract were delirered to the care of the sons of 
Laban, and sent to a distance of three days' joum^, 
leaving the white only in Jacob's care. 

Laban no doubt thought that Jacob would have but few 
for his share ; but in this he was mistaken. ^' Jacob took 
him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chestnut 
tree, and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods." These he set in the 
wateni^ troughs when the flocks came to drink, so that 
the flocks conceived and brought forth cattle ringnstraked, 
freckled, and spotted. But Jacob did not adopt this 
plan with the feebler cattle, so that '^ the feebler were 
Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's." 

When Laban saw the effects of this stratagem, he 
envied Jacob, and his countenance betokened dissatisfac- 
tion. His sons also murmured at the success of Jacob, 
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and charged him "with taking away their father's property, 
and huilding his glory upon their ruin. In this exigence, 
Jacoh had recourse to prayer ; and he received a com- 
mand to return unto his father's house, and a promise 
that God would he with him. Hereupon he called 
Leah and Rachel, and related the injurious treatment 
he had received from their father, and the vision he 
had heen favoured with. They declared themselves of 
the same opinion as regards the unkind treatment of their 
&,ther, and expressed their willingness to go with him 
according to the Divine injunction. Accordingly, while 
Lahan was gone to shear his sheep, Jacoh took his 
wives, and children, and all that he had gotten in 
Haran, to go to Isaac, his father. Himself was very 
scrupulous not to take aught hut his own; hut Rachel 
took her fathers teraphim, or household gods, un- 
known to him. His flight was so well managed, that 
three days had elapsed hefore Lahan heard of it. On 
receiving the information, he set out with speed to over- 
take the fugitives, intending to hring Jacoh hack hy force, 
or put him^ to death ; hut God, the night hefore, in a 
vision, warned Lahan against doing him an injury. Ac- 
cordingly, the next morning, overtaking Jacoh in Mount 
Gilead, he dissemhled his rage, and only chid him for the 
ahruptness of his departure, and accused him of acting 
ungratefully. "And Lahan said to Jacoh, What hast 
thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and 
carried away my daughters as captives taken with the 
sword? Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal 
away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have 
sent thee away with mirth and with songs, with tahret and 
with harp? And hast not suflered me to kiss my sons and 
my daughters? Thou hast now done foolidily in so 
doing." 

All this appears very plausihle, and one would conclude 
that Jacoh had acted improperly hy his clandestine depar- 
ture ; hut this was not the language of the heart; that 
was uttered immediately after. Lahan said, that it was 
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in Ms power to hurt him at that moment ; but he added, 
*^the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, 
saying, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad." Thus plainly declaring that this copimand 
alone prevented him ^om doing so. 

But Laban did not only charge him ivith acting ungrate- 
fully, but with theft "Though thou wouldest needs be 
gone," says he, " wherefore hast thou stolen my gods ?" 
Jacob excused ihis sudden departure on the ground that 
he was afraid, if he had told him his intentions, he would 
hare forcibly detained his daughters; but as to the theft, 
he spumed the charge, bidding him search all the tents, 
and to slay those witibi whom it might be found. Accord- 
ingly, he searched the tents of Jacob and Leah, and the 
two handmaids, and not discovering them, he went to 
Rachel's. Now Rachel had taken the images, and put 
them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them ; when 
Laban, therefore, came to search her tent, she excused 
herself from risiog by a plea of modesty, by which means 
she escaped detection. 

After the search was ended, Jacob expostulated with 
Laban on his ungenerous and unnatural conduct, in a 
speech of great magnanimity ; at the conclusion of which 
Laban appears to hare been convinced of his error, and 
Jacob's honesty. He therefore proposed to enter into a 
covenant with him; to which Jacob readily consented, and 
they erected a pillar of stones for a memorial. Jacob then 
offered sacrifice upon the mount, and afterwards they all 
partook of a feast in peace and amity. The next morning 
Laban took an affectionate leave of his sons and daughters, 
and returned home, and Jacob went on his way to Canaan. 

He had not travelled far before he was met by some 
angels ; on account of whose numbers he called the place 
Mahanaim, which signifies two hosts. These doubtless 
appeared to him to assure him of heavenly protection, of 
which he stood in great need, for he was now approaching 
the residence of his brother Esau, who had become the 
head of a numerous and powerful people. This must have 
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been a source of much anxiety to Jacob, for he bad great 
reason to dread his furj. The injurj he had done hisr 
brother yras great, and heightened bj many aggraTatii^ 
circnmstaaces ; and therefore he could not bat fear that 
his brother would be revenged upon him. 

In this perplexity he had recourse to an expedient as 
prudent as it yras conciliatoij. He sent messengers to 
Esau to annoance his approach, and to give an account o£ 
himself and proceedings^ couched in the most respectful 
language. To this he received no reply; instead of 
bringing 'an answer, the messei^er told him Esan was 
coming to meet him with four hundred men. This intdb- 
Kgence alarmed him; he conchtded^that his bre^r Esau 
was coming with a hostile intent, and it caused him much 
d&traction; for he knew that he was too feeble to oppose 
him, and that he could not fly from him. At lengdi 
he eame to the resolution of dividing his company inta 
two bands, in hopes tiiat if Esau should come to the one 
company and smite it, the other might escape. 

This was human prudence, but Jacob's security was in 
heaven ; thither he addressed his prayer; urging that pro- 
mise upon the strength of which he had encountered so 
many trials. After he had prayed, he bethought himself 
of another expedient to soften Esau's resentment. Pro- 
bably he might think his brother considered his first 
message a mere compliment; he therefore resolved to send 
him a handsome present of cattle. These he sent onward^ 
ordering those who had the charge of them to say, when 
asked to whom they belonged, "They be thy servant 
J^ob's ; it is a present sent unto my lord Esan. : and behold 
ali90 he is behiind us." Jacob then set the rest in orden^ 
reserving Rachel and Joseph in the rear, that they mijght 
have the better chance of escape. 

The same night he, with his wives and children, passed 
ever- the ford Jabbok, which is a small nver running into 
Hie Jordan. When they were passed over^ Jiaeob remained 
behind, and was encouatered by an angel is a hucuui 
fcrm, with whom he wvestled till the bscak of day. 
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Jaeob vras pennitted to preyail; b«t thai he migh* 
he sensible it wa& not bj his own strei^;th9 the angdi 
touched liie hollow of his thigh, so that he halted. Wl^ik 
the morning arose, the stranger requested to go ; bat Jaeoh^ 
who seemed to have discoyered that he was more than 
man, claimed his blessing ere he departed. In replj, the 
angel, afier inquiring his name, changed it to that a£ 
Israel, which signifies a Prince with God, giving this 
reason for so doing: ^For as a prince thou hast power 
with God and with men, and hast prevailed." Jacob 
then inquired the angel's name, but he replied, " "Where- 
fise is it that tiiou dost adc aflber mj name ?" And he 
blessed him and departed. 

At his departure, Jaeob, inspired bj gratitude, called the 
place Peniel, which signifies the &ce of G<od, ^' For,** 
said he, ^^ I haye seen God £Eu;e to fiu», and mj fife is 
preserved." He then proceeded oa his journey, and had 
isot gone fur when he saw his brother coming. As they 
approached each other, Jacob bowed himself seven times 
to the ground, and Esau, unable to reast the impresiHen 
J^ob's meek submisnon made upon him, ran to meet him, 
and feE on his neck and kissed him. Revenge was turned 
into hyve, and Esau, who once thirsted for his brother's 
blood, now wept tears of joy at seeing his hce again. The 
once divided brothers now met in fond embrace. '' Ohi 
how good and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to 
dwell togetiier m unify." 

'Tis like the oil bestowed 

On AAson'lft aaanted head,. 
Thai dbwn his heard ia richnesa flowed. 

And o*er his garments q^read.. 
Tis like the dews that drop 

In graieM showers o'er 
Pair HeRnon^s heayea-asecndiag top. 

And thence on Zion. pour.. 

After the first tiaasport of joy had subsided, Esao, witlk 
aa unesvious eye^ beheld JacoB7s ntoBCS^ whi«h he told 
him ^^6od had given him;' and he was with difficuliry 
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prevailed upon to accept a present from that store. Esau 
then saluted the wives and the children of Jacob ; and, to 
show further marks of reconciliation, he offered either 
to accompanj him, or leave him some of his men to 
guard and attend him. Jacob courteously refused his 
generous offers, upon which they parted on friendly 
terms, Esau returning to Mount Seir, where he resided, 
and Jacob journeying towards Canaan. Here, on his 
arrival, he built himself a house, and made booths for his 
cattle, calling the name of the place Succoth, which sig- 
nifies booths. 

After this, he removed to the city of Shechem, where 
he purchased a piece of ground, of Hamor, king of 
Shechem, for a hundred pieces of money. Here he spread 
his tents, and erected an altar for divine worship, dedica- 
ting it to the God of Israel, intending to make it his 
abode, for the remainder of his days. 

But there is no certain rest for man on earth : when 
he fancies he has secured a permanent dwelling, too often 
imexpected evils arise, which put to flight his fondest 
hopes. This Jacob found ; he had now ample grounds in 
the Land of Promise, but a stroke of deep domestic afflic- 
tion forced him again to lead a wandering life. Dinah, 
his only daughter, brought herself and her father to 
shame. Attracted by the gaieties of Shechem, she went 
thither at one of their festivals, *' to see the daughters of 
the land," and Shechem, the son of Hamor, became 
enamoured of her, and carried her away. After this, 
repenting of the act, and loving Dinah sincerely, he 
requested his father to mediate with Jacob, and obtain 
her for his wife. This Hamor did ; but Dinah's brothers 
took up her cause, and would not consent unless the She- 
chemites agreed upon a general circumcision. They did 
80 ; and the aflair seemed likely to terminate honourably : 
but the whole was an artifice of Simeon and Levi, the 
sons of Jacob, who, at the head of a chosen band, on the 
third day after ihey were circumcised, when their wounds 
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preyented them from making any resistance, entered the 
city, and slew all the men with the edge of the sword, 
carried the women and children captires, and plundered 
the place. 

After they had committed the atrocious deed, they 
returned with their sister to their father. The peaceful 
Jacoh was struck with horror at their crime, and re- 
proached them for their harharity; he feared, also, that 
it might end in the ruin of his family, hy stirring up 
all the inhahitants of the land against him. His fears 
were prohahly well-founded, hut God was his guar- 
dian and his guide; He hade him remore to Bethel, 
and dwell there. Thither he accordingly removed, first 
purging his £unily from all idols, and from all supersti- 
tion which might cleave to them from their intercourse 
with heathen trihes; their idols and their earrings he 
hrake to pieces, and hid them privately under an oak, 
near Shechem. Having performed this duty, Jacoh set 
forward for Bethel, the place where he fled from his 
hrother Esau, where he tasted the goodness of God, and 
where he had received the promise which had heen so 
eminently fulfilled. 

On arriving at Bethel, he erected an altar ; and God 
appeared to him again, renewing his covenant, and con- 
firming his new name, Israel, to him. Jacoh raised a 
pillar to commemorate this circumstance, and consecrated 
it hy pouring oil thereon. Here Dehorah, Eehekah's 
nurse, died; and they huried her heneath an oak, calling 
it the oak of weeping, expressive of the sorrow they felt 
for the loss of a faithfrd domestic. 

Prompted hy filial love, Jacoh made not a long stay at 
Bethel, hut hastened to pay a visit to his aged father. On 
his way thither, he was called upon to resign his dearest 
earthly ohject, into the hands of Him who gave it ; Eachel 
died, leaving an infant son, to whom, as she was expiring, 
she gave the name of Ben-oni, " the son of my sorrow," 
but which Jacoh afterwards altered to Benjamin, "the son 
of my right hand." 
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Yes ; Rachel lies in Ephrath's land. 

Beneath her lonely oak of weeping ; 
With mouldering heart and withering hand, 

The sleep of death for ever deeping. Knox. 

After he had committed her heloved remains to the 
earth, and had erected a monument oyer her graye, Jacob 
continued his journey ; but before he reached Manure, he 
experienced another wound, in the shameful conduct of 
Beuben, his son, and Bilhah, the handmaid of Rachel. 
Thus, in deep afiOiction, he joumejed onwards to his 
&ther's house, where he arriyed after being absent forty 
years, and after experiencing many trials and deliyerances, 
many troubles and blessings. 

Great must haye been the joy of the aged patriarch 
when he embraced his son ; nor could the joy of the son 
be less than that of his father. In that^ he found relief 
from the sorrows he had felt at the loss of his Rachel, and 
at the eyil conduct of his children. 

No mention being made of Rebekah, it it probable she 
had fallen asleep : if not, her joy must haye been com- 
plete, at beholding her fayourite son in health, abounding 
in riches, and aboye all, friends with his brother. 

Jacob had not long enjoyed his fathers company, before 
a fresh misfortune befel him: Joseph, the son of the 
beloyed Rachel, who was now about seyenteen years of 
age, seeing the wickedness of his brethren, reported the 
life they were leading, to his &ther. " Now Israel loyed 
Joseph more than all his children," and in the fondness of 
his heart, he made him a coat of many colours ; not inter- 
weayed, but consisting of pieces tastefiilly sewed together^ 
after the manner of some Indian dresses at the pre- 
sent day. 

This was not judicious in Jacob; for it was manifesting 
a superior regard for the youth, and failed not to excite the 
enyy of his brethren: and this feeling was still further 
excited, by two dreams which Joseph had, and which he 
Tery innocently related to them. The first was, that him- 

If and brethren were binding sheayes in the field, and 
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the sheaTes of his brothers made obeisance to bis sbeaf. 
The second, that be had seen the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars making obeisance to him. For this, Jacob chid 
him; probably to mitigate the resentment of his other sons 
toward Joseph. "Shall I," said he, "and thy mother, 
and thy brelhren, indeed come to bow down ourselves to 
thee to the earth?" Bu£ though the fond father thus chid 
his son for relating his dreams, they left a deep impres- 
sion upon his mind; he considered ihem, indeed, indica- 
tive of future events. 

After this, ihe eldest sons of Jacob fed their flocks near 
fihechem, and Jacob being desirous of knowing how they 
fiured, sent his beloved Joseph, to inquire after their wel- 
&re. No sooner did they see him coming, than their 
malice, which had been concealed, for want of opportunity, 
was aroused, and they came to a resolution of slaying him, 
and telHng their faiher that an evil beast had devoured 
him. This ihey had done, but for one dissentient voice; 
Eeuben alone could not think of imbruing his hands in the 
blood of his innocent brother: he therefore advised them 
to cast him into a pit near at hand ; intending to rescue 
him privately. To this they agreed; they seized him and 
stripped him of his garment, and, regardless of his cries^ 
let him down into the pit, exposing him to famine, and 
despair. They then sat down to regale themselves, and 
while thus engaged, a company of Ishmaelites coming by, 
Judah proposed that he should be sold to them: they did 
so ; and Joseph was carried by them into Egypt, as a slave. 

After he had departed, the merciless brothers consulted 
together, what account they should give of him to their 
&ther, and they came to the resolution, regardless of the 
feelings of their one common parent, of telling him that 
an evil beast had devoured him ; thus cutting off all hope 
of ever seeing him again in this world. They told their 
tale, and to confirm their evil tidings, they exhibited 
Joseph's coat, dyed in blood, sporting with him, at the 
same time, by asking him whether he knew it? and telling 
Jiim they had found it. Jacob knew it too well, and 
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believing &eir words, he cried out in agony of soul, 
^It is my son's coat; an eyil beast bath devoured him; 
Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces." This was the 
severest stroke Jacob had yet endured. The loss of 
his beloved Rachel affected him deeply; but her death 
was a debt due to nature, and time allayed the pang; 
but the supposed death of Joseph, by fierce wild beasts, 
so affected him, that he put on sackcloth, and resolved 
to mourn for him all the days of his life. 

Hard, indeed, must have been the hearts of the sons of 
Jacob, to see him thus bowed down with sorrow, and not 
to give him one ray of hope of seeing his Joseph again, 
by confessing their cruel deed. But though these wicked 
men were following their own evil ways, and innocent 
Joseph was suffering in bondage, yet the whole counsel 
was of God, to effect great and wonderful things. 

Little is recorded of Jacob during his separation from 
Joseph; doubtless, he went mourning, and, to add to 
his grief, Judah married a Canaanitish woman, and after- 
wards grievously sinned with his daughter-in-law, Tamar. 

At length a fiunine arose, which was so grievous, as to 
threaten destruction to the neighbouring countries, and 
Jacob partook of the general calamity ; and he and his 
household were reduced to the greatest straits : but there 
was com in Egypt. This Jacob heard of; and he sent his 
ten sons down, to provide a supply for their sustenance. 
When they arrived, they were treated as spies ; and the 
governor, to prove their honesty, required them to bring 
down Benjamin with them, detaining Simeon as a pledge 
of their return; to which Jacob was unwilling to consent. 
" Me," he cried, *' me have ye bereaved of my children : 
Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Ben- 
jamin away: all these things are against me." But 
although persuasion was ineffectual, when their stores 
were exhausted, after much struggling with nature, Jacob 
consented, and he sent them away with a present to the 
governor, fervently praying that God would be with them, 
and send away their other brother and Benjamin; adding, 
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with pious resignation to the will of Grod, " If I he 
bereaved of my children, I am hereayed." 

Manj a wishful hour, did Jacob pass in Canaan, while 
his sons were in Egypt. Oft did he pray for them, and 
ofit; turn his eyes towards the track they had taken, 
hoping to see them return with Simeon and Benja- 
min. As for Joseph, although his memory was fondly 
cherished, Jacob entertained not the remotest idea of 
eyer seeing him again. But the ways of God are not 
as the ways of man, and so good old Israel experienced. 
The sons of Jacob returned, and Simeon and Benjamin 
were of the number. This was a grateful sight ; but 
Jacob had more grateful news to hear. The goyemor of 
Egypt was Joseph ! When the patriarch first heard it, his 
feelings were overpowered, and he knew not how to credit 
it ; his " heart fainted, for he belieyed them not." But 
when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry 
him and his family down into Egypt, his spirit reyived, 
and he exclaimed, ^' It is enough: Joseph my son is yet 
aliye: I will go and see him before I die." Accordingly, 
Jacob gathered all his wealth together, and regardless 
of his age, and the difi&culties of the journey, he has- 
tened into Egypt, to see his long-lost child. When he 
had arrived at Beersheba, he halted, to worship Grod, 
who appeared to him, permitting him to continue his 
journey, and promising him that he would be with him; 
that he would there make a great nation of him ; that 
he would surely bring him back again, and that Joseph 
should there close his eyes. Thus encouraged, Jacob con- 
tinued his journey towards Egypt, where, on arriving, he 
received instructions to go to Goshen, which was the most 
fertile part of Egypt. Here Joseph met him, and fell on 
his neck, and weeping the mutual tear of joy, the patriarch 
exclaimed, '' Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, • 
because thou art yet alive." 

Soon after his arrival, Joseph introdifted his father to 
the king of Egypt, and the patriarch blessed him, and sup- 
plicated God on his behalf. Struck with his sage appear- 
ance, the monarch inquired his age, to which he replied. 
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" The days oi the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and thirty years : few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of 
the years of the life of my Others in the days of their pil- 
grimage." This must not be considered the language of 
discontent, but of experience; the patriarch had endured 
much trouble, and it had taught him the vanity of all below* 

Jacob lived seventeen years in Egypt, enjoying the 
society of his beloved child; at the end of which time, 
perceiving his dissolution near, he sent for Joseph, and 
bound him by a solemn oath, to bury him with his fathers. 
Joseph then returned home, but he was soon recalled, to wit- 
ness his father's death. He hastened to his bedside, taking 
with him Manasseh and Ephraim, his two sons. On seeing 
Joseph, the dying patriarch exerted his remaining strength, 
and sat up in the bed, to bequeath him his prophetical 
blessing. He then blessed the children of Joseph ; bat 
as he placed his hands on their heads, he crossed them, 
placing the right on the yoimger, and the left on the elden 
This Joseph, supposing it was a mistake, sought to cor- 
rect; but Jacob, acting by Divine direction, persisted in 
it, and he gave to each a portion in Israel ; declaring that 
the younger should be greater than the elder. 

Hitherto, the conversation had been only between 
Jacob and Joseph: but finding his end very near, he 
called all his sons together, that he might take his fare- 
well of them, distribute his blessings among them, and 
foretell what should be£dl them in after times. 

Of all the predictions Jacob uttered, that concerning 
Judah is the most remarkable, and the most interesting: 
^^The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
unito him shall the gathering of the people be." The 
promise of the Messiah had hitherto been confined to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; but now the dying patri- 
arch foretels the tftbe in which, and the period at which, 
the great Restorer of the world should appear. The sove- 
reign authority was to continue in Judah's possession, till 
Shiloh made his appearance, and then it must for ever 
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cease. Thus has it happened; the tribe of Judah pos- 
sessed that power till Christ appeared, and since thm^ tibej 
haye had not dominion or priesthood. A glorious and 
incontestable proof of the Christian religion — ^that Jesus 
is the Christ that should come into the world. 

In firm dependence upon this Redeemer, and in earnest 
desire for the completion of his grace, in the midst of his 
addresses to his children, Israel exclaimed, ^' I have waited 
for thj salyation, O Lord." And when his addresses were 
concluded, ^he gathered up his feet into thebed,and yielded 
up the ghost, and was galiiered unto his people.** Joseph 
haying closed his eyes, weeping oyer him, commanded tiie 
physicians to embcJm the body; and after a mourning of 
seventy days, by the king's permission, attended by all 
the state officers and principal nobility of Egypt, he carried 
his remains into Canaan, and buried him in the caye of 
Machpelah, as he had charged him. 

Thus, at the age of one hundred and forty-seyen years, 
Jacob closed his chequered and afflicted life, in faith, in 
peace, and joy. His memory stands in the records of 
truth an instructiye example to all generations. 

In what was excellent may we partake ; 
And what was evil, that may we forsake. 



JOSEPH. 



He grew, by truth and faithfulness^ 

In fayour near the throne ; 
And gave his brethren in distresB 

A Goshen for their own. Barton. 



Born, a« m. 2260. Disd, 2369. 



It has been well said, that ^' the proofs of an oyeiruling 
Proyidence are not less numerous, or less obyious, than 
those which demonstrate the Divine existence." It is true, 
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we may not be able to give a consistent account of eitber 
past or present events, because God " takes bis way in 
the sea, and bis patb in tbe migbty waters ;" but if we 
attentively survey our own lives, or tbe history of others, 
we must be constrained to exclaim with tbe Psalmist, 
" Verily, there is a God that judgeth in the earth ;" and 
with the poet : 

The hand that forms us m the womh, 

Guides from the cradle to the tomb. Cotton. 

Tbe history of Joseph is a strong confirmation of this 
great and glorious truth. The early part of it was indeed 
dark and gloomy, but we shall see in the end that God 
doth oftimes hide a smiling face behind the dark dispen- 
sations of providence. 

That part of his history which is noticed in the life of 
his father leaves him in the lowest state of human degra- 
dation — a slave to Ishmaelites, travelling into Egypt. 
These, when they arrived in that coimtiy, transferred him 
as they would a beast to another master. He was sold to 
Potiphar, a man of rank, and a captain of Pharaoh's royal 
guard. 

In this new situation, painful as it must have been to 
the feelings of Joseph, he conducted himself in an 
exemplary manner, serving his God faithfully, and dis- 
charging his duties to his master. This his master 
saw, and finding his property safe under his management, 
he prudently made Joseph his steward, and " the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake." 

Thus exalted, Joseph might expect to lead a comfortable 
life, though a slave ; and might hope for eventual liberty 
as the reward of his services. But the virtue of Joseph 
must be tested by severe trials before he could sit down 
in established peace and tranquillity. Nature had been 
very bountiful to Joseph in bestowing upon him an 
elegant form. So beautiful was he, that his charms 
attracted the notice of his mistress, who, from first ad- 
miring, became attached to him ; and giving way to her 
passion, solicited a return of it from him with much 
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importunitj. But the virtuous youth replied, " Behold, 
mj master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and 
he hath committed all that he hath to my hand: there 
is none greater in this house than I ; neither hath he kept 
back any thing firom me but thee, because thou art his 
wife : how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ?" 

This was a noble resistance ; but it served not to damp 
the ardour of the Egyptian's importunities. Reiterated 
attempts were made upon his virtue, and all the attractive 
allurements she could devise were exercised to gain his 
affections. But it was in vain; Joseph, stedfast in the 
fear of Grod, resisted them all. 

So violently did this guilty woman beset him, that one 
day, when Potiphar was on duty, and the rest of the 
servants were from home, she threw off all decorum, and 
Joseph was obliged to flee from her, leaving his gar- 
ment, which she had seized in the assault, in her hands. 
Despairing now of gaining his affections, her love was 
changed into revenge, and she determined to effect his 
ruin. She charged him with an attempt to commit that 
sin he had so nobly and so virtuously resisted, producing his 
garment in support of her charge. Potiphar believed her 
tale ; and Joseph, not being able to disprove the assertion, 
was obliged to lie under the vile imputation, and submit 
to imprisonment. 

But, although his feet were boimd by fetters, and he 
was laid in iron, the sacred historian tells us, " the Lord 
was with him." He had the inward comfort and satisfac- 
tion of knowing that his conduct was right in the sight of 
God ; and faith assured him that He would vindicate his 
cause, — ^would " make" his " righteousness as clear as . 
the light, and" his ''just dealing as the noon day." 
This assurance was realised; his imprisonment was the 
cause of his future greatness. By his virtuous deport- 
ment, Joseph grew into favour with the keeper of the 
prison, who, being assured that God was with him, 
committed the government of the prison into his hands. 
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In this state Joseph continued for some years, hoping 
to be released from his confinement: and belieying, 
according to the Diyine intimation which he had receired 
in Canaan, that he should jet he radsed to an exalted 
station, but knowing not how it should be brought 
about. 

At length, a circumstance arose which for a while gare 
him a near prospect of better days. The chief butler and 
baker of Pharaoh had, for some offences, been committed 
to the same prison where Joseph* was ; and he, haying the 
care of them, became acquainted with them. One morn- 
ing, finding them rerj melancholy, he demanded the 
cause of their uneasiness, and found that they had each 
dreamed a dream which they were desirous of having 
interpreted. Joseph told ihem that interpretation was of 
God, and desired to know their dreams; and on their rela- 
ting each his vision, he interpreted them as prophetical of 
their approaching sentence. In three days ^e butler was 
to be restored to his office ; and the baker, at the same 
time, was to suffer an ignominious death. 

This appeared a fayourable opportunity for Joseph to 
regain his liberty; and so the sufferer thought. He, 
therefore, solicited the kind offices of the butler when he 
should be restored. "Think on me," said he, "when it 
shall be well with thee, and show kindness I pray thee; 
and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me 
out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out 
of the land of the Hebrews; and here also haye I done 
nothing that they should put me into the dimgeon.'* 
This was a touching appeal, and no doubt the man pro- 
mised to represent his case to Pharaoh. But ah! how 
deceitful is human friendship, and how wanting in grati- 
tude is the human heart ! 'Sie butler was restored to his 
office, and Joseph was left in prison unremembered. 

But though the chief butler forgot Joseph, God 
remembered him, and, at the end of two years, effected, in 
a remarkable manner, his deliyerance and his exaltation. 
Pharaoh was visited vfith two dreams, which caused him 
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mucli disquietude, and which all the wise men of Egypt 
were unable to explain. In this peiplexitj the bntler 
called to mind his ingratitude to Joseph ; and he, there* 
fore, took this opportunity of recommending him to the 
king's notice, for the skill he had displayed in the 
interpretation of the prison dreams. And Joseph was 
sent for in haste 'from his dungeon, and, after changing 
his prison garments, was brought before the king. 
Anxious to Imow the meaning of his vision, he told Joseph 
he had had two dreams, which none of his own subjects 
could solye, and that he had heard he was skilful in the 
art of interpretation. The pious youth, with humility, 
replied that the solution belonged not to himself, but to 
God, who should give him " an answer of peace.** 
Pharaoh then related his visions. In the one, he had 
seen seven good kine devoured by seven lean kine : in 
the other, seven good ears of com consumed by seven 
others that were withered and blighted. These Joseph 
interpreted as in effect but one ; and the interpretation 
was, that the good kine and the good ears^ prefigured 
seven years of plenty ; and the lean kine and the withered 
ears, seven succeedbig years of famine. 

Having thus interpreted the dreams, Joseph proceeded 
to advise the king to improve them to his advantage, by 
choosing some able minister, who should be invested with 
power over aU Egypt to appoinit officers im all the towns 
to gather in the fifth part of the product of the land, and 
to lay it up in public granaries ; and that aU should be at the 
king's disposal, and secured in the cities against the time of 
dearth. Pleased with the interpretation, and the counsel, 
which was at once so natural and so convincing, Pharaoh 
immediately resolved that the man who had, by the Divine 
inspiration, suggested the plan, should carry it into execu- 
tion. And Joseph was invested with the highest dignity 
in the state, with unlimited power to transact all the 
afiairs of government, ''to bind his princes at his pleasure, 
and teach his senators wisdom." ^^See," said Pharaoh, 
" I have set thee over all the land of Egypt." Then aft 
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' haying bestowed on him the ensigns of royalty, and his 
own seal ring, the seal of which no man might reverse, 
he caused him to ride in the second chariot, ordering his 
heralds to shout before him, '' Bow the knee, and see the 
father of the king." Pharaoh then changed his name to 
Zaphnath-paaneaJi, which signifies reyealer of secrets; 
and gave him for wife Asenath, daughter of Potipherah, 
priest of On. 

Thus was Joseph, through a series of weighty trials, 
which he bore with fortitude, advanced to wealth and 
honour. But he did not spend his days in inglorious 
ease; he still conducted himself as a faithful and diligent 
servant. During the seven plenteous years, he travelled 
through all the land of Egypt, establishing granaries, and 
laying up stores according to his own suggestions. In 
tins fruitful season God blessed Joseph with two sons, to 
whom he affixed significant « names, expressive of his 
gratitude for mercies received. 

At length the period of scarcity arrived, and distress 
was felt not only in Egypt, but in aU the neighbouring 
coimtries. From all parts they cried to Pharaoh for 
relief, and they were directed to go to Joseph, by whose 
provident care their lives were preserved. 

In the second year of the famine, amongst those that 
came down into Egypt to buy com, were Joseph's ten 
brethren. He, observed them and recollected their per- 
sons, while to them, amidst so much grandeur, he remained 
unknown. Without any suspicion, therefore, they fell 
down before him, petitioning for bread; thus fulfilling 
those very dreams which had raised their indignation 
against him, and which they had sought to prevent, by 
selling him to the Ishmaelites. Assuming a stem manner, 
Joseph asked them whence they came, and what was 
their object in visiting Egypt. They replied, that they 
came from Canaan, and that their object was to buy food. 
This he affected to disbelieve, and charged them with eril 
designs, and with being spies ; but they again asserted, 
that their only object was to buy com, in proof of which. 
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they assured him, that they were all one man's sons, of 
whom there had been twelve, whereof the youngest was 
with their father, and the next to him was dead. Still 
affecting to suspect them, Joseph put them into prison for 
three days; and at the end of that time, they were again 
brought before Joseph, when he treated them in the same 
stem manner. So deeply did they feel this usage, that they 
concluded it was a judgment upon them for their cruelty 
to their brother: not knowing that Joseph understood their 
language, they vented reproaches upon one another for 
the deed, and acknowledged their guilt: " We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish 
of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not 
hear; therefore is this distress come upon us." At these 
words, the affections of Joseph were touched, and he 
turned aside and wept ; but the design he had in view, 
which was to bring them to repentance, was not yet 
accomplished. He therefore resumed his authority, 
taking from them Simeon and binding him before their 
eyes, as a pbdge of their return to Egypt with their 
younger brother, to prove that they were honest men. 
They were then dismissed with com and provision for 
their journey, and their money secretly restored. 

After some time they returned into Egypt, bringing 
their brother Benjamin with them ; and on their arrival, 
they were directed to Joseph's house, who now received 
them with kindness, inquiring after their welfare and 
that of their father. Then looking upon Benjamin, his 
heart was overwhelmed with emotions of love and joy, 
^' and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there." 

Having given vent to his feelings, he appeared again 
before them with all the dignity of the ruler of Egypt, 
and yet to their astonishment ikej were invited to par- 
take of an entertainment, at which he paid respect to all, 
but more particularly to Benjamin; " and they drunk, and 
were merry with him." 

When the moming arose, they were sent away laden 
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with com; but they had scarcely left the city when 
Joseph's steward orertook them, and charged them with 
stealing his master s silver cup. This, conscious of their 
innocence, they denied, soliciting a general search, and 
declaring, that if it should be found, that person that had it 
should die, and the rest become the goyemor's slaves. To 
their mutual distress, the cup was found in Benjamin's 
sack, and they returned overwhelmed with grief to the 
governor's house, before whom they fell down vrithout 
speaking a word. Joseph, accosting them in a stem 
manner, asked them, ^'What deed is this that ye have 
done ? Wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly 
divine?" And when Judah had confessed they had 
nothing to say in their own defence, that God had found 
out their iniquities, and that in consequence of their 
supposed deed, they were all his slaves, to prove their 
affection for tiieir brother, and their regard for their 
father, he told them he could not act so unjustly, but that 
Benjamin alone should be his slave, and the rest should 
return home. 

On hearing this determination, Judah, who had made 
himself responsible for Benjamin's safe return, without 
attempting to extenuate the crime, or resist the evidence 
which appeared against his brother, appealed to the heart 
of the judge, in a speech of touching and unparalleled elo- 
quence. " Oh, my lord," said he, " let thy servant, I pray 
thee, speak a word in my lord's ear, and let not thine anger 
bum against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. 
My lord asked his servants, saying. Have ye a father, or a 
brother? And we said unto my lord. We have a father, 
an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one: and 
his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, 
and his father loveth him. And thou saidst unto thy 
servants. Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine 
eyes upon him. And we said unto my lord. The lad can- 
not leave his &ther: for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy servants. 
Except your youngest brother come down with you, you 
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shall see my face no more. And it came to pass, when 
we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him 
the words of my lord. And our father said, Go again, 
and buy us a little food. And we said, We cannot go 
down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we 
go down: for we may not see the man's fiaee, except our 
youngest brother be with us. And thy serrant my father 
said unto us. Ye know that my wife bare me two sons: 
And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is 
torn in pieces; and I saw him not since: And if ye take 
this also from me, and mischief be£dl him, ye shiJl bring 
down my gray hairs with sorrow to the graye. Now, 
therefore, when I come to thy serrant my £sither, and the 
lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the 
lad's life ; It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad 
is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall 
bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our Either with 
sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became surety for 
the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto 
thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for eyer. 
Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead 
of the lad for a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go 
up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to my 
£Bither, and the lad be not with me? lest peradyenture I 
see the evil that shall come on my father." 

This was enough: Joseph was satisfied they were 
sorry for their cruelty towards him; that they were kindly 
afifectioned one towards another with brotherly loye, and 
that they were tenderly solicitous for their aged fiither's 
happiness. He therefore commanded his attendants to 
withdraw, and bursting into tears, revealed himself. ^ I 
am Joseph," said he: ^^doth my &.ther yet liye?" And 
his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled 
at his presence; and no wonder, when we consider the 
cruelty they had exercised towards him. Joseph obseryed 
this, and he endeayoured to soothe their minds, and to 
palliate their guilt ^^And he said, I am Joseph your 
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brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore, be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither; 
for God did send me before you to preserve life." Thus 
casting a veil over their faults, pouring consolation into 
their bosoms, and turning their attention to the wisdom 
and goodness of God. And then 

He fell upon the neck 
Of Benjamin his mother's son, and wept. Graham. 

Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon 
them; after which, his brethren acquiring confidence, 
they freely conversed. 

The first care of Joseph was to provide for his father^s 
house, and to make them partakers of his prosperity. 
He therefore charged his brethren to return home, and 
bring Jacob his father into £^ypt; desiring them to tell 
him of all his glory, and of all they had seen. Pharaoh, 
also, when he heard that Joseph's brethren were arrived, 
commanded him to send carriages to bring down his 
father and family into Egypt, saying, " regard not your 
stuff: fi)r the good of all the land of Egypt is yours;" so 
highly was Joseph esteemed by this amiable monarch. 
This commission Joseph eagerly and gratefully accepted; 
and he sent a considerable train with his brethren, to 
whom he gave presents, showing his superior regard for 
Benjamin, by giving him a larger portion of raiment and 
money than the rest. To his father he sent '' ten asses 
laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-asses 
laden with com and bread and meat for his father by 
the way." When every preparation was made, Joseph, 
knowing their quarrelsome dispositions, and fearing they 
might enter into some debate which was most in fault for 
the injuries done to him, dismissed them with this injunc- 
tion, " See that ye fall not out by the way." 

In a short time Jacob came down into Egypt, and 
Joseph, on hearing his approach, urged by filial affection, 
hastened to meet him, and with expressions of reverence, 
and love and joy, he bade him welcome. He then pre- 
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sented his father and his brethren to Pharaoh, who, on 
their acknowledging their calling, according to Joseph's 
direction, made them a grant of Goshen for their residence, 
where they might lire separate from the Egyptians. 

But while Joseph was thus affectionately mindful of 
his other's house, was he unmindful of the Egyptians ? 
No ! they were indeed reduced to the greatest extremity; 
their priyate supplies were exhausted, and they were 
compelled to purchase from the public stores ; they first 
spent their money, they then sold their cattle, and after- 
wards their lands and their liberty; and for this line of con- 
duct, Joseph has been accused of acting unjustly towards 
the Egyptians; but a little consideration will free him from 
the charge, and raise him in our estimation for wisdom 
and prudence. Before his administration, there had been 
rebellions; he therefore, not solely out of regard to the 
king, but for the welfare of the people, took this oppor- 
tunity of binding them to allegiance. Nor was this the 
only object Joseph had in view; for by taking the lands, 
which were suffered to lie IIeJIow, he compelled the Egyp- 
tians, as Pharaoh's Tassals, to till those lands, and by so 
doing, averted the horrors of friture famine. Besides, the 
possessions of the people were eventually restored to 
them, a fifth part only being reserved for Pharaoh. 

In pursuing his history, we perceive in him to the end 
a dut^ul son and an affectionate brother, as well as the 
wise statesman. For seventeen years he enjoyed the 
society of his beloved parent; but at the end of that time 
he was called upon to stand by his dying bed, and witness 
the aged saint's departure. Before he expired, with great 
solemnity he blessed the children of Joseph prophetically, 
(preferring the younger to the elder,) and srfterwards he 
blessed all his children, dwelling with peculiar delight on 
the character and circumstances of his much-loved Joseph. 

A fruitful stem is Joseph, 
A fruitful stem by a fountain; 
Whose branches shoot over the walL 
Though the archers sorely grieved him, 
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Contended with him, and hanssed him. 

Yet his bow retained its force. 

And stinne were his arms and his hands; 

Through we power of the Mighty One of Jacoh, 

Through the name of the Sh^herd, — ^the Boek of Israel, 

Through the God of thy father, who helped thee, 

Through the Ahnighty, who blessed thee. 

May the blessings of the heavens from above, 

The biearings of the low-lying deep, 

The blessings of the Iweast and of ike womb. 

The blessings of thy father and thy mother. 

With the blessings of the eternal mountains, 

The desirable things of the everlasting hills, 

Abound and rest on the head of Joseph, — 

On the crown of the chief among his brethren. 

Boothroyd's Version. 

When the patriarch's strength waa exhausted, and life 

lecame extinct, Joseph, OT^rwhelmed with giie^ fell upon 

the lifeless form, weeping, and kissing it, as an object 

precious eren in death. But Joseph did not sorrow as 

one without hope. He knew that his father Jacob was 

gone to a bettei world, and that he himsdf should 

shortly follow, there to be reunited for erer. He knew 

that 

Beyond the flight of time, 

Beyond the reign of death. 
There surely is some blessed clime. 

Where life is not a breath, 
Nor life's affections transient fire. 
Whose sparks fly upward and expire. 

MONTQOMERV. ] 

But Joseph's filial regard did not rest here ; he had re- 
ceived a charge to remove the body of his father to Canaan, 
to be interred in Abraham's sepulchre. For this purpose 
he caused it to be embalmed, and, soliciting leave of 
absence, went up with the precious remains to Canaan, 
with all the retinue suited to his rank as *' Lord of Egypt." 

When he returned from the performance of this solemn 
duty, Joseph found an additional cause of sorrow in a 
message he received from his brethren. They imagined 
that now their father was dead, Joseph would be revenged 
on them for their fault, and they therefore sent a mes- 
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senger to Um, supplicating pardon in the namer of tke 
Ciod of their father. Grieyed that they could entertain 
8o base an idea of him, Joseph wept; and when thej came 
to him, falling down with lowest prostration, crying to 
him for mercy, he raised them up, and assured them of 
his loye; referring them to Grod, who alone, as the Judge 
of the world, had a right to take cognizance of their ac- 
tions. ^^ Fear not;* saidhe, ^'for am I in the place of Godr 
He also endearoured to reliere their consciences of guilt 
which so heavily pressed upon them, by extenuating the 
wrongs he had sustained, and by telling them that Grod 
had oyerruled their treatment for wise purposes, which 
called aloud for their gratitude: ^^ As for you, ye thought 
eyil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people aliye. Now, 
therefore, fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little 
ones. And he comforted them, and spake kmdly unto 
them." 

After this Joseph lived fifty-four years; but the sequel 
of his history is told by the sacred historian in a few 
words. He had lived to see Egypt prosperous, and his 
own and his Other's house multiply. At length the 
period arrived when he must part with his earthly 
honours for those that never fade ; he died in peace at 
the age of one hundred and ten years, wept and mourned 
for by the prince and the people of I^^t. 

On his dying bed, like his forefathers, he was gifted 
with the spirit of prophecy, and he left a charge with the 
Israelites, that when they departed from Egypt they 
fihould take with them his ashes, and mingle them with 
his fathers. Accordingly we read that in all the journey- 
ings of the Israelites through the wilderness his remains 
were considered as a sacred deposit; and as a pledge 
that the covenant of God should stand i^st with them. 
Saint Paul, commenting upon this passage, says, ^'By 
fidth, Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing 
of the children of Israel; and gave commandment con- 
cezning his bones." 

G2 
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Thus the death, as well as the life of this eminent 
patriarch and servant of God, was truly excellent, and is 
a source of encouragement to all to persevere in the service 
of God. 

Happy, oh I happy he, who not affecting 
The endlesB toils attending worldly cares, 

With mind reposed, all discontent rejecting. 
In silent pace his way to heaven prepares. 

Deeming his life a scene, the world a stage. 

Whereon man acts his weary pilgrimage. — Anon. 



JOB. 



A crown of glory graced my hrow. 

Whole nations bent before me. 
Princes and hoary sires would bow 

To flatter and adore me. 
To me the widow turned for aid. 

And ne*er in vain addressed me, 
For me the grateful orphan prayed, — 

The sons of misery blessed me. 

I raised the drooping wretch that pined. 

In lowly anguish lying, 
Was balm unto the wounded mind, 

And solace to the dying; 
Till one stem stroke of aU my state. 

Of all my bliss, bereft me. 
And I was worse than desolate. 

For God himself had left me. Dale. 



Supposed to have died about A.M. 2512. 



Solon, one of the seven wise men of Greece, when re- 
quested by a wealthy and powerful monarch to pronounce 
him the most happy man on earth, instead of flattering 
his vanity, warned him to consider, in the midst of so 
much greatness, ^^what the end might be." This was 
wise counsel; and so Crcesus found, (though he despised 
it at the time,) when he was stripped of his dominions^ 
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and led in chains to the stake. Thus wisely the inspired 
writers admonish us not to boast of to-morrow, not to 
trust in uncertain riches, since thej ofttimes make them- 
selves wings and flee away. 

History is replete with instances of the mutability of 
fortune, and the sacred records abound with striking ex- 
amples; but of all that can be produced, whether ancient 
or modem, whether sacred or profane, none is more stri- 
king than the history of Job, who, in one day, was plunged 
from the summit of human greatness to the lowest abyss 
of human degradation. 

Who the writer of the history of Job was is unknown; 
some suppose Job himself, some Moses, and others Elihu. 
In the original, from the third to the forty-second chapter, 
it is written in poetry, the rules of which are diflScult to 
be understood. The style is sublime, and the figures bold 
and striking. Some parts are allegorical, and there is 
much poetical ornament, but a portion of the wqrk con- 
tains a simple narration of important facts. Some, indeed, 
pretend that the whole is a dramatic fiction, and that no 
such person ever existed ; but God mentions him by his 
prophet Ezekiel, as a righteous man, with Noah and 
Daniel, and by the Apostle James, as an example of 
patience ; and we may, therefore, conclude that the work 
is genuine, and the subject of it an eminent servant of 
the Most High. 

Concerning the time in which Job lived, the opinions of 
the learned also differ. Some of the ancient fathers main- 
tain that he was Jobah, one of the kings of Edom, and 
third in descent from Esau; others say, that he was a de- 
scendant of Nahor, by Huz, his eldest son, as Elihu was 
by Buz, his second. One modem writer thinks that he 
was contemporary with Abraham; another af&rms that he 
lived in the time of Ezekiel. This latter opinion his book 
contradicts; for while it mentions the Deluge, and the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, it is silent on the 
subject of the Israelites passing through the Red Sea. It 
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is more than probable tbat bis afflictions were preTioos, and 
his latter prosperity posterior to this event. 

With dispute, howoTei^ we hare nothing to do; if we 
would profit hj the narratiye, we must receiye it, as stated 
by the sacred historian ; that ^' he was a man in the land 
of Uz, — ^perfect and upright, and one that feared Gk>d and 
eschewed eyil." That is, he was a perfect and an upright 
man, inasmuch as his religion was sincere, and his conduct 
in unison with his principles. 

Job is also introduced to us as a prosperous man ; he 
had seven sons and three daughters, who were settled 
near, living in prosperity, in peace and in love. He had 
flocks and herds, and men-^servants, and maid-servants, 
surpassing ^^ all the men of the East." He was possessed 
of great power, and was revered by the young and the 
old, by nobles, and by princes. He was also renowned 
for his piety and integrity, and for his worship of the 
one true God. 

Nor was it sufficient for Job to be pious himself; he 
took care to teach his children '^ in <iie way that they 
should go;" and so anxious was he that they should be 
^^ right in the sight of God," that when their annual feasts 
were held, he always rose early the next morning, calling 
them together to offer sacrifice for them, according to the 
number of them all, fearing that they might have sinned 
against God in their hearts. 

Nor did Job's profession rest here It was not sufficient 
for him to feel his heart glow with love to God, and 
to practise family religion, but regarding the obligations 
under which his riches laid him, to his feUow-man, he 
attended to the wants of the wretched. Taking con- 
solation to himself for this when he was reduced to 
abject misery, " I delivered," said he, " the poor that 
cried, and the &therless, and him that had none to help 
him: The blessing of him that was ready to perish came 
upon me: and I caused the widow^s heart to sing for 
joy I put on righteousness, and it clothed me : my judg- 
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ment was as a robe and a diadem. I was ef es to the 
blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a &tlier to the 
poor; and the cause which I knew not I searched out.: 
And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil 
out of his teeth." — " Did I not weep for him that was in 
trouble ? Was iiot my soul grieved for the poorr He 
could also say that he had not withheld the poor from 
their defflre, nor caused the eyes of the widow to &il: 
that he had not eaten his morsel alone, but the £aitheile8S 
had partaken thereof: that they were brought up with 
him, as a fither, and as a guide — ^that he had not seen any 
perish for want of clothing, or any without coyering: and 
that their loins had blessed him warmed with the fleece of 
Ms sheep. 

One would hare supposed, that such a man as £hi8, 
would have been sheltered from the evil day; but 
God, who wisely orders all things, thought fit he should 
suffer a reverse of fortune, and of honour. It is said, 
that on a certain day, the holy angels, presented them- 
selves before God, to give an account of their mission ; 
and Satan, the prince of the fallen angels, appeared 
also at the bar of the tribunal; by whidbi we are to 
understand, that God rules all ordeis of beings; that 
the evil spirits who oppose themselves to his will, are 
restrained in their operations by his Almighty hand, and 
that they can do nothing without his peimission. This 
observation is borne out by the colloquy between G^ 
and Satan, on this occasion: " Whence comest thou?' 
was the question put to this rebellious spirit. He replied 
with audacity, '^ From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it." What his employ is, the 
apostle tells us; he goeth about ''as a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour." The Almighty next inquired <rf 
him, whether he had considered his servant Job, telling 
him, that there was none like him in all the earth ; and 
that he was one that feared God, and escrowed evil. 
In reply, Satan chaxged Job with being a hypocrite, whose 
piety was the result of his proi^erity ; and affirmed, if that 
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was touched^ he would curse his Maker, and quit his ser- 
vice. Although the Almighty knew what was in man, 
and was conyinced of his servant's integrity, nevertheless, 
to make it manifest to all the world, throughout all ages, 
he gave this hold adyersary of the righteous, permission to 
ruin all he had; prohibiting him from laying his hand upon 
his person. With this authority he went forth, and soon 
after, a series of calamities were poured upon the head of 
the devoted sufferer. His sons and daughters were feasting 
in their elder brother^s house, and every one was off their 
guard, when the Sabeans fell upon the oxen and the asses, 
and slew all the servants save one, who escaped, to tell 
the tidings. While yet he was relating this disaster, 
another messenger came with haste, and informed him that 
lightning from heaven had consumed his sheep, with the 
shepherds, and that he only was left. He had not ceased 
speaking, when a third arrived, and told him that the 
.Chaldeans had seized upon the camels, and slain his ser- 
vants with the edge of the sword. 

Thus, at a stroke, the affluent and benevolent Job was 
reduced to the most abject poverty. But this was 
not all; another messenger arrived, with the heart- 
rending intelligence, that while his sons and daughters 
were feasting in their brother's house, a wind from the 
wilderness, fierce as a wild Simoom, smote the four cor- 
ners of the house, and it fell, burying them all in its 
ruins. This was a dreadful addition to Job's calamities; 
he had, as we have already seen, the most tender concern, 
lest, in the midst of these entertsdnments, they should err; 
what, therefore, must have been his feelings, to hear that 
not only his beloved offspring were dead, but that they 
were cut off suddenly, in the midst of their mirth, and 
sent into eternity ? We look, here, for the wild expres- 
sion of sorrow, but we look in vain. Resigned to the will 
of Grod, Job heard with silence and calm composure, each 
tale of woe, till that of the destruction of his &mily, and 
then he arose, and rent his mantle, (the common token of 
. affliction in those Eastern countries,) then deliberately fol- 
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lowing the usual customs of mourning, he shaved his 
head, and in humhie submission, fell upon the ground and 
worshipped. " Naked," exclaimed he, " naked came I 
out of my mother s womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be 
the name of the Lord." 

Thus was Satan baffled in his scheme; Job's integrity, 
and his confidence in God, outlived this furious storm, 
which had uprooted and swept away all his earthly com- 
forts. ^^In all this Job sinned not, nor charged Grod 
foolishly." But Satan, when he is foiled in one attempt 
to seduce man from the paths of uprightness, is sure to 
make attacks from another quarter. Not long after he 
presented himself again before Gt)d, when the Almighty 
is represented as pleased with the conduct of Job, and as 
glorying that his foeman was defeated. " Still," said he, 
^^ he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me 
against him, to destroy him without cause." In reply, 
the subtle fiend maintained, that Job was not proof against 
the loss of health ; " skin for skin," says he " yea, all that 
a man hath, will he give for his life: but put forth thine 
hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy face." It was, therefore, permitted that 
Job should thus be tried ; and instantly, wMle yet he was 
smarting under his accumulated griefs, the cruel foe poured 
out his vengeance upon his person. He was covered 
with sore boils, from the sole of his foot unto the crown of 
his head, so that he sat down among the ashes, and 
took himself a potsherd, to scrape himself withal. 

What this disease was, is unknown, it being superna- 
tural; but what he felt we may form some idea of by his 
mournful language: ''The arrows of the Almighty are 
within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit; the 
terrors of God do set themselves against me." — "When 
I lie down,' I say, When shall I arise, and the night be 
gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawn- 
ing of the day: My flesh is clothed with worms and clods 
;of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome." 
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But had he mo friend to comfort him ? Alas! not one. 
^He hath pat mj brethren," says he, ^ &r from me, and 
my acquaintance are rerily estraoiged from me. My kins- 
folk hare failed, and my familiar friends hare forgotten 
me." There was one, from whom he might hare expected 
comfort — ^the wife of his bosom; but she, instead of 
administering consolation to his wounded mind, aggra- 
Tated his woes by advice consonant to Satan's purpose. 
^ Dost thou still retain thine integrity ? Curse God, and 
die." These were rash words, and diey must have been 
painful indeed to Job's feelings, bat they only served to 
evince the firmness of his religious principles. ^^ He said 
onto her, Thou speakest as one of Ihe foolish women 
speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hands of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not 
Job sin with his lips." 

After this the sufiferer was visited by three friends from 
distant parts, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, 
and Zophar the Naamathite. These, when they saw him 
in the distance, could scarcely believe it was Job; and they 
lifted up their voices and wept, rending their mantles, and 
isprinkling dust upon their heads in token of their sorrow. 
And when they came near, they were so troubled that 
they could not speak, and they sat down with him 
seven days and seven nights, silent with grief. At the 
end of ^at period the patience of Job was overcome. 
He did not indeed charge God foolishly, or utter any 
profane words; nor did he arraign the Divine recti- 
tude; his impatience showed itself in cursing the day of 
his birth, and wishing for the day of his death. 

This occasioned a conference between his friends and 
himself, but it added to his sorrow. They insisted that 
God never inflicts uncommon strokes on man but for un- 
common sins, and therefore they inferred and asserted that 
Job was a hypocrite. This is a very commotL error, and 
Job knew it to be such ; he therefore vindicated himself 
in a very able and afiPecting manner. He maintained that 
he was no hypocrite; that he feared God; and that Ihe 
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deepest afflktionfl are often tHe lot of ihe righteoos here, 
while eternal misery alone is reserved for the widced 
hereafter. By his reasonings and his protestations of 
innocence, they were put to silence. 

Seeing this, Elihn, ayonng man who had fistened to this 
interesting debate, modestly interposed as a moderator, re- 
proving each by turns, and vindicating the ways of Provi- 
dence. The wise reasonings of this youth had their due 
effect upon Job, for he replied not to them, as he did to the 
discourse of his three elder friends. They were indeed an 
introduction to his conviction, for when EHha had ceased, 
God, out of the whirlwind, took a part in the contro- 
versy, confirming what Elihu had advanced in support of 
the rectitude of his providence, illustrating it by a grand 
display of his divine attributes. When the Alndghtyhad 
ceased speaking. Job, convinced of his folly in maintain- 
ing his righteousness before God, humbled himself before 
his face, expressing his contrition in the most humiliating 
terms. ^^ Behold I am vile ; what shall I answer thee? 
I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I 
spoken, but I mil not answer; yea, twice; but I will pro- 
ceed no further." — " I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee: wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes/' 

He had no sooner repented, than God reproved his 
three friends for their misrepresentations of Providence, 
charging them to offer sacrifice, and to beg of Job to inter- 
cede for them. And now the dark cloud which had so long 
hovered over his devoted head, began to disperse, and the 
prospect to brighten around him : " his captivity was 
turned." The Almighty blessed him with twofold more 
than he had lost. His friends flocked around him with 
presents, and his wife also bare him the same number of 
children he had lost. To his three daughters, who were 
the most comely in the land, he gave the names of 
Jemima, Keziah, and Kerenhappuch, signifying that his 
prosperity, his happiness, and his glory was restored. 

After his afflictions, Job lived one hundred and forty 
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years, and sa;w his descendants to the fourth generation. 
He died at the age of two hundred and ten years. 

There is a thought can lift the soul 
. Above the narrow sphere that bounds it ; 
A star that sheds its mild control 

Brightest when griefs dark clouds surround it^ 
And pours a soft pervading ray 
Life's ills can never chase away. 

That thought and that star is hope, and that hope it 
was that supported Joh in the hour of adversity — ^that 
enahled him to withstand the fiery assaults of his adver- 
sary, and to come out of the furnace of affliction ^' as gold 
tried in the fire." " I know," said he, "that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: And though, after my skin, worms destroy this hody, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for 
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another." In 
all the chances and changes of this mortal life, may we 
enjoy the same like precious faith, that so we may, like 
him, rejoice in hope of a glorious resurrection. 

For bitter were our sojourn here, 
In this dark wilderness of sorrow, 

Did not that nunbow beam appear, 
The herald of a brighter morrow ; 

A friendly beacon from on high, 

To guide us to eternity. A. Watts. 
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What prophet, by the sacred breath inspired. 
What friend <rf God, with holy raptures fired, " 
Whose deathless name can equal glories share. 
Or with GUkL's servant, Moses, can compare ! 
With mortal eyes th» invisible he saw. 
On trembling Sinai's top received the law : 
From Egypt's fetters ransomed Israel brought, 
And in their sight great signs and mighty wonders 
wrought. Anon. 

Born, a.m. 2433. Died, 2553. 



While the cliaracter of Joseph, and the benefits derived 
£rom his administration, were fresh in the memory of the 
Egyptians, the Israelites were treated with kindness for 
his sake; hut when another Pharaoh, or king, came to the 
crown, who had no personal knowledge of him, no regard 
was paid to his memory, no gratitude felt towards that 
sayiour of the nation. His descendants, and those of 
Ins ^Etthei^s house, were beheld with a jealous eye, 
and considered as intruders into the country, and, from 
their increasing numbers, as formidable to the future 
peace and prosperity of the Egyptian state. Under 
this impression, Pharaoh called a council, in which it 
was resolved, in order to prevent the further increase 
of the Hebrews, that they should be removed from their 
pastoral employment to labour in public works under 
severe task-masters. This was accordingly carried into 
execution, and "they built for Pharaoh treasure-cities, 
Pithom and Eaamses." But the end was not accom- 
plished; for although the task-masters performed their 
mission with rigour, " the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew." 

Pharaoh observed this, and enraged thereby, issued the 
sanguinary edict that all their male children should be 
strangled in the birth ; but the Hebrew midwives, w^ " 
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were, on pain of death, to cany it into execution, fearing 
Ood, refxifled to obey the aiandate. Another scheme was, 
therefore, adopted; all the male children bom to the 
Hebrews were to be cast into Nile. This was a scheme 
which threatened indeed to desolate thdr race; but it 
tended to promote the designs of heaven, and proved 
the means of their deliverance* Jochebed, the wife 
of Amram, of the tribe of Levi, soon after this edict 
was promulgated, ban a son, for whom the parents 
hazarded their safety by concealing it in the house 
for three months. It is stated that this step was taken 
when it was observed that it " was a goodly child." 
The babe was very beautiful; but, we are not to sup- 
pose that Jochebed hid the child solely on account of 
its beauty. Josephns says that Amiam was comforted in 
a vision, with an assurance that the child should not only 
escape death, but should prove the deliverer of the nation. 
This is very probable^ for St. Paul asserts that Moses, 
when he was bom, was hidden by his parents three 
months through faith ; which clearly implies, that they 
had been &voured with some promise concerning him, for 
faith must have respect unto some intimation. 

At length, however, it became impossible to conceal 
the child any longer; and the distressed parents were 
driven to the necessity of ezposiDg him on the waters. 
But Jochebed vrail unwilling to give him up to immediate 
death ; she, therefore, made a basket of bulrushes, daub- 
ing it within and without with slime and pitch, mineral and 
vegetable productions, that it might float up<Hi the water, 
if haply some Idnd heart should be moved to pity for him. 

This was certainly but a feeble bulwark against the 
many dangers to which the child must be exposed, but it 
was made use of in faith, and deliverance was looked for 
from heaven. Thechild was committed to the waters, and 
Miriam, his sister, was stationed near to watch the event. 

Slow glideB the Kile; amid the margin flags 
Closed in a bnlniah ark, the babe is left, — 
Left by a mother's hand. His sister waits 
Far off; and pale, 'tween hope and fear, beholds 
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The royal maid, eninoimded by ber tnmiy 

Approach the river bank, — approach the spot 

Where sleeps the innocent ; she sees them stoop 

With meeting plmnes ; the rushy lid is oped, 

And wakes the infant, smiling in his tears ; 

As when along a little mountain lake, 

The summer south-wind breathes with gentle sigh. 

And parts the reeds, unveiling as they bend, 

A water-lily floatmg on the wave. Grahajib. 

The babe was discovered by Pharaoh's daughter, whose 
steps were guided by an overruling providence to the 
banks of the river, with her maidens, and when it was 
taken out ^m among the flags, it wept. Moved with 
compassion, she instantly resolved, although she was aware 
that it belonged to the despised Hebrew race, to preserve 
it from destruction. For ^s purpose, she inquired for a 
nurse; and Miriam, who had now mingled with the 
attendants, offered to recommend a Hebrew woman to 
undertake the charge. Her offer was accepted, and 
Miriam, with joyful steps, ran to fetch the babe's own 
mother, who received it from the princess, with a charge 
to nurse it for her, for wages. 

After the child was weaned, Jochebed took him to 
court, and the princess received him affectionately, giving 
him the name of Moses, which signifies "taken out of the 
water," and retaining him in the palace, for the purpose 
of having him educated as her own son, and he became 
learned "in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." His 
accomplishments as a scholar, and achievements as a 
soldier, have been celebrated by ancient authors. He was 
also regarded as a prince. But at the age of forty years, 
he nobly renounced his connexions in the palace, and all 
his flattering prospects of wealth and power, and deter- 
mined to take part with the despised Israelites, "choosing 
rather," as St. Paul observes, " to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season." 

At this time, it came into his heart to visit his bre- 
thren, and when he saw how deeply they suffered, he 
was moved with compassion for them, and he had a dep 
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to deliver them from their bondage. This desire, how- 
erer, received a severe check fiom among themselves. 
Seeing an Egyptian^ one day, smiting an Hebrew, his 
sympathy was excited in his behalf, and he slew the 
oppressor, and buried him in the sand. By this deed, he 
hoped his brethren would have understood how that 
God by his hand would deliver them. But while he was 
ready to assert their rights, they were so dejected by 
oppression, and their faith was so weak, that so far from 
seconding his endeavours, they chid him for his zeal in their 
service. The next day, Moses, perceiving two of his bre- 
thren contendiDg, undertook to mediate, telling them they, 
were brethren. But the one who did his neighbour 
wrong, replied, " Who made thee a prince and a judge 
over us ? Intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the 
Egyptian?" By this opprobrious speech, Moses found, 
that his deed was generally known, and that he was 
not safe, even among his own brethren. Pharaoh also 
heard of the deed, and incensed against him, gave orders 
that he should be put to death. Moses, therefore, fled for 
his life, to Midian, a district of Stony Arabia. 

In the plains of Midian, there was a well common to all 
the natives of the place, for watering their cattle. Hither 
Moses came ; and as he sat upon it, the seven daughters 
of Jethro, priest, and probably prince of Midian, came to 
water their flocks, in which office he assisted them, and 
protected them from the violence of some neighbouring 
shepherds. For this act, he was rewarded by the grati- 
tude of Jethro, who invited the poor wanderer to abide 
under his roof. An attachment was soon formed between 
these kindred spirits, and Moses was ^^ content to dwell 
with the man." And Jethro gave him Zipporah, his 
daughter, to wife, by whom he had two sons, Gershom . 
and Eliezer. And now 

For Zipporah, a sheplierd's life he leads, 

And in her sight deoeives the subtle hours. — Drayton. 

This was a pleasing mark of humility in Moses. He 
who had lived as a prince in Egypt— had been, it is sup- 
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posed, heir to the crown of Egypt, and was appointed to 
be " a king in Jeshunin," — ^becomes a humble shepherd. 
But Moses was the child of providence, and every scene in 
his life showed the directing hand of God. He was led 
from the palace of Egypt, to the peaceful plains of Arabia, 
that he might obtain a conquest over his passions, become 
acquainted with true religion, and be fitted for that high 
oflfice to which he was ordained. Nor was it for these 
purposes alone: while here in retirement, it is supposed 
that he penned, under the influence of Divine inspiration, 
the books of Genesis and Job ; books which have con- 
ferred immortality upon his name, and blessings on man- 
kind, without the former of which the Bible would be 
incomplete. 

In this pleasing obscurity Moses spent twenty years, 
-during which period, the Israelites cpntinued to suffer 
misery and toil under the lash of their oppressors. At the 
end of that time, however, the king, from whose face Moses 
fled, died, and Pharaoh Amenophis succeeded him. And 
not only did he succeed him in the throne, but in his 
cruelty toward the Hebrews. Under his reign, the yoke 
of their afflictions became insupportable, and " their cries 
and their groans came up unto God, who remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,*' and 
came down to deliver them by the hand of his servant 
Moses, to whom he appeared in a flame of fire, in a bush, 
as he was tending his flock near Mount Horeb. The flame 
burned brightly, but the bush still remained unconsumed. 
This Moses observed ; and surprised at the phenomenon, 
proceeded to the place to ascertain the cause, 

When the Eternal Rector of the skieB, ^ 

Thus breathed to Moses from the quickening fire, (Dratton.) 

*' Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 
Moses, trembling with awe, hid his face, and obeyed the 
injunction ; and the Almighty proceeded to reveal himself as 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. Then expres- 
sing his compassion for Israel's sufferings, and his deter 
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mination to delirer tibem from th^ jcke of bondage, and 
of puttiiig them into possession of the land of Canaan, 
which is described as '' a good land and a laige, a land 
flowing with milk and honey ;" he related their misery, as 
though he would fidn excite the sympathy of Moses on 
their behalf, and concluded by o£Fering to send him unto 
ikem^ and to Pharaoh, as their deliverer. 

We have already seen, that Moses, while in Egypt, had 
a desire to arenge their cause, and that he gare up all his 
honours for that purpose. We should, therefore, hare 
expected, that he would hare embraced the offer with 
gladness. But how different was his conduct! His 
courage seemed extinguished, and his zeal exhausted; 
he shrunk from the important mission, though God 
himself gare the command, and promised success. Many 
were the objections he raised against the Dirine WilL 
His own littleness— the ignorance and obstinacy of the 
people-— they would not hearken to him-^his want of 
eloquence, and his slowness of speech. These, how- 
erer, were removed by the Almighty, as quickly as they 
were expressed by the unyielding shepherd ; and miracle 
was added to promise, to encourage him to accept the 
charge; but it was in rain. When no excuse was left, 
Moses rudely threw away the charge, saying, ^^ O my 
Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou 
wilt send." lliis penrerseness kindled the anger of God 
against him; but it flamed not in judgment: it was only 
expressed to bring him to a sense of duty, and it had the 
effect. Moses had withstood love and solicitation, reason- 
ing and miracles, with an unbending spirit, but he could not 
withstand the terrors of the wrath of heaven. When 
these were revealed, he submitted to the Divine injunc- 
tion, and obtained pardon. Then receiving instructions 
for his conduct, and a promise that Aaron his brother 
ahould be called to assist him as a spokesman unto the 
people, he led his flock to Midian, and obtained Jethro's 
consent to visit his brethren in Egypt. 

While on his way thither, fresh assurances were given 
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him of the Lord's protection and assistance; in dependence 
upon which, he hastened onward to contend with the king 
of Egypt, and to vindicate Israel's wrongs. A circumstance 
also occurred as he was at an inn, which, from the hreyitj 
of the history, is very ohscure. It appears clear, however, 
that some judgment overtook him for neglecting to cir- 
cumcise his son EHezer, which, now he was appointed 
leader to the Israelites, was inexcusahle. But ^' Zip- 
porah" (according to the version of the Septuagint,) " hav- 
ing circumcised the child, fell at the feet of Moses, and 
said. The hlood of the circumcised is stopped; and, so 
saying, she returned home to her children to Midian." 
And Moses pursued his journey, deeply impressed, no 
doubt, through this affair, with the danger of disobedience* 

Soon after this, Aaron, directed of God, met him. 
Their meeting, after so long an absence, was very affec- 
tionate, and being mutually encouraged by the coincidence 
of the intimation given them, they hastened to unfold 
their commission to their brethren, which they confirmed 
by exhibiting those miraculous powers which were given 
them for the conviction of both the Israelites and Pha- 
raoh, to whom they were sent. The Israelites were imme- 
diately convinced of their divine authority, and received 
them as messengers firom heaven, testifying their gratitude 
and obedience by joining in a solemn act of adoration to 
Him who had looked upon their affliction. 

Having now all Israel on his side, Moses, as prompt 
as he was before reluctant to obey, with Aaron boldly 
entered into Pharaoh's presence, and addressed him with 
this dignified language: '^Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto 
me in the wilderness." Pharaoh, however, was not so 
easily convinced of their mission as their brethren had 
been. Offended at this freedom of speech, he haughtily 
refused to accede to the request, demanding in reply, 
*' Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel 
go." But notwithstanding this refusal, Hoses and Aaron 
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urged their request, and pleaded Israel's cause with ear- 
nestness; hut their zeal, served only to increase the rage 
of the tpant, and the burdens of the people; and they 
themselyes were threatened by Pharaoh, and accused by 
their brethren of having evil designs. 

Although Moses had been informed that Pharaoh would 
not consent to their departure till compelled by necessity, 
he was not prepared for such a severe trial as this. He 
complained unto God of the treatment he met with, and 
murmured at his appointment. He was ready, indeed, to 
abandon the work, though he was assured of eventual 
success. The Almighty added one promise to another, to 
remove his fears and confirm his faith, and he sent him 
again with words of consolation to his brethren; but 
their spirits were broken through excess of grief, and they 
refused to be comforted. This increased his despondency, 
and when the Lord again directed him to go again unto 
Pharaoh with his commands, he urged a former objection, 
his lack of eloquence. But at length the contest between 
God and his prophet was decided. The Almighty in- 
vested him with powers to execute judgment upon Egypt, 
by which Pharaoh might know that the Lord was indeed 
"the God of the whole earth." "See," said he, "I 
have made thee a god unto Pharaoh." Never were 
such powers conferred upon any other mere mortal as 
these. The shepherd of Midian was to appear before 
Egypt's king, vested with attributes above all created 
dignities and power, having the elements at his command, 
and life and death at his disposal. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that from this time his courage was undaunted, 
and his diligence unwearied. With his brother Aaron as 
his constituted prophet, he went again to Pharaoh, and 
boldly demanded of him the release of the Hebrews. The 
proud monarch regarded them with contempt, and required 
a miracle of them in support of their pretensions as am- 
bassadors of the supreme God; Aaron, therefore, at the 
command of Moses, threw down his rod, and it became a 
serpent Upon seeing this, Pharaoh sent for his. magi- 
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cians, and they were permitted to perform a similar act 
by their enchantments. Their rods became serpents, but 
the rod of Aaron swallowed up their rods, thus demon- 
strating the superiority of the first miracle, and the reality 
of the mission of Moses. But Pharaoh's heart was har- 
dened, and he would not let the people go, as the Lord had 



Moses next received a command to present himself 
before the king early in the morning, when he went to 
pay his adoration to the river Nile, which he did; and the 
tyrant again refusing his request, Aaron stretched out his 
rod over the favourite river, and it became blood, and all 
the fish, which formed a considerable part of their sus- 
tenance, died. Nor was the Nile affected alone; all their 
waters were changed, so that " there was blood through- 
out all the land of Egypt." This miracle the magicians 
were also permitted to imitate, (probably on the waters 
found by digging,) thus contributing to their own misery. 
^' And Pharaoh turned, and went into his house, neither 
did he set his heart to this also." 

Seven days did this fearful visitation prevail; and 
though the situation of the Egyptians was dreadful in the 
extreme, yet Pharaoh continued obdurate : nor did he 
relent when Moses repeated his request, with a threat of 
another visitation should he refuse. The same river was 
made to pour forth frogs in such numbers as to fill the 
cottage and the palace. This judgment was, in part, also 
imitated by the magicians ; but the plague was so dread- 
ful to Pharaoh, that he promised, if the frogs were removed, 
that he would let the people go. Accordingly, they were 
removed, but the tyrant violated his word ; upon which, 
without any warning, a third judgment, more loathsome 
than the preceding, was inflicted. The dust was smitten, 
and it became lice, throughout all the land of Egypt, upon 
man and beast. The very magicians themselves suffered 
from this visitation, and yet they were so determined in 
their opposition to the Divine power, that they endea- 
Toured to imitate it, although it would increase the eviL 
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But their powers were limited, their enchantments failed, 
and themselres were obliged to confess it was ^ the finger 
of God," yet, notwithstanding their impotence was con- 
fessed, Pharaoh's infidelity remained; his heart was alike 
proof against warnings and miracles. 

Although the Nile had twice be^i made a sconrge to 
chastise Pharaoh and his people for their impiety, on the 
banks thereof, as he was abont to pay his blind adoration 
to it, Moses accosted him again, repeating his re^esi^ 
and threatening him with the judgment ^ a swarm of 
flies, which came and coyered the whole land of ISgypty 
except the land of Groshen. Again Pharaoh was con- 
strained to give his consent that the people might go, in 
order to obtain a remoyal of the judgment; but his word 
was once more broken. Upon this, Moses remonstrated 
with him, and another judgment followed; a grieyons 
disorder seized upon their cattle, and thousands died. 
The people also were smitten with a disease, consisting o£ 
boils, and of blains, so that the magicians could not stand 
before Moses. 

But fearful as these judgments were, the pride of Phar 
raoh remained unsubdued, and Moses was again commis- 
sioned to denounce the yengeance of the Almighty against 
him. ^' Thus saifch the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my 
people go, that they may serre me. For I will at this 
time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy 
senrants, and upon thy people ; that thou mayest know 
that there is none like me in all the eardi." And 
Moses stretched out his rod, and a desolating tempest 
arose; thunder and hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
desolated all the land of Egypt. This was a judgment 
▼eiy seyere in its nature, thunder and hail being a rare 
, occurrence in that country. Pharaoh himself seems to 
haye felt its terrors deeply, for it brought more con* 
yiction to his heart than any judgment he had before 
experienced. He sent for Moses, and confessed he had 
sinned, and promised if there were no more thunderings 
and hail, the people should stay no longer; but when 
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ihej bad ceased '^ he sinned jet more, and liarde&ed his 
beart, he and his sexrants." 

And now again the messengers of Jehovah appeared in 
tbe monarch's presence, and threatened him with such s 
swarm of locusts as should deyour all the residue that had 
escaped the bail. Tbh is one of the most terrihle cala- 
mities Ihat can overtake an eastern nation. Plinj sajE^ 
^ This plague is attributed to the anger of the gods, fox 
they are sometimes very great, and make such a nois^ 
with their wings^ that you would suppose them to be a 
laiger kind of fljing creatures. They also dacken the sun^ 
while people from below behold them with a painful soli-> 
dtude, lest they should alight upon their £ield& Theit 
strength is rery great; and, as if it was a small matter to 
fly over the seas, they run over immense tracts of land, 
and in the harvest overspread the earth with a dreadful 
cloud, burning up almost every herb by their touch, anol 
biting and eatmg throi^h everything, even the doors of 
their houses." No wonder, then, that the (servants of 
Pharaoh exclaimed, when they heard this threat, ^^ How 
long shall this man be a snare unto us? Let the men go, 
that they may serve the Lord their God : knowert ikon 
not yet thai Egypt is destroyed r Upon this, Pharaoh 
sent for Moses ai^ Aaron in haste, giving permission for 
tiiem to go, on condition of their leaving their children 
behind. But this could not be; and Moses stretched 
forth his rod, and brought by a fiirioas east wind, which 
Uew aU day and night, these ministeis of vengeance came 
darkening all the larad, and devouring the herb of the fiekL 
And now again Pharaoh confessed his sin, the plague 
was again removed, but his hardness of heart returned; 
at which Moses gave the signal, and the Ught of heaves 
was wi&drawn from the f^gyptians, while the Hebrews 
had light in their dwellings. This darkness, which was 
such as might be felt, continued three days, and must 
have been peculiarly afflicting and humiliating to that 
nation ; since their great deity, the sun, obscured of his 
glory, and darkness, another of their deities, were made 
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the instruments of their punishment. So dreadful was 
it, that Pharaoh again sent for Moses, to ohtara deliverance 
from its terrors. But he was not jet hrought to giro his 
full consent to their departure; ihe people might go, but 
their property must remain. Moses, however, could not 
consent to leave ^^ even a hoof behind ;" which so enraged 
Pharaoh, that he drove him awaj from his presence, 
threatening that if he appeared again his life shoidd be the 
forfeit. By this deed he sealed the warrant for his own 
destruction; God himself came now to vindicate the cause 
of Israel: ^' About midnight," said he to Moses, ^' will I go 
out into the midst of Egypt, and all the first-bom in the 
land of Egypt shall die." This terrible judgment Moses, 
ere he departed from Pharaoh, denounced against him; 
after which he saw his face no more. 

Before this was inflicted, God commanded Moses to 
give direction to the people to prepare for their departure. 
They were to demand articles of silver and articles of 
gold, of the people ; which, &om the universal dread that 
now pervaded Egypt, of the God of Israel, they readily 
obtained, — a just retribution for injuries received. They 
were also to slay for every family a lamb, without blemish, 
of a year old ; the flesh of which, in remembrance of their 
cruel bondage, was to be eaten with bitter herbs, in haste, 
with their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their 
staff in their hand, as men passing &om slavery to freedom. 
To preserve their habitations from the judgment, they were 
directed to sprinkle the side posts, and upper door-posts of 
each house, with the blood of this paschal lamb, that so, 
when the destroying angel should appear, they might 
escape. In commemoration of this signal interposition, 
this solemn rite was instituted a standing sacrament in the 
Jewish church. It was also designed to shadow forth the 
Paschal Lamb, Jesus Christ, who should in the fulness of 
time appear as the deliverer of mankind from their spiritual 
captivity. 

And now midnight came ; and while the Israelites were 
feasting upon this sacrifice ready to march onward, the 
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angel of the Lord passed through the land, and smote all 
the first-hom of Egypt. " There was not a house where 
there was not one dead." 

From the couches of slumber ten thousand cries 

Burst forth 'mid the silent dread ; 
The youth by his living brother lies, 

Sightless, and dumb, and dead ! 
The infant lies cold at his mother's breast. 
She had kissed him alive as she sank to rest, 

She awakens — ^his life hath fled. Anon. 

This was the hour of their deliverance ; Pharaoh and 
his people, struck with dread at this visitation, apprehended 
that the destruction would he general; they were, there- 
fore, urgent for their departure ; for, they said, " We be 
all dead men." Thus, " with a high hand and outstretched 
arm," did the Lord lead his people out of Egypt, at 
the very time he had foretold to Abraham, which was 
four hundred and thirty years after the first call of that 
patriarch. 

This was an astonishing event: six hundred thousand 
men, besides women and children, with a mixed multitude 
of other nations, who were permitted to cast in their lot 
with them, went forth from the midst of a mighty nation, 
without the means of any other force than that of Divine 
power. Well, then, may the sacred writers continually 
advert to this interposition in strains of admiration ! 

At their departure, Moses, instead of taking them the 
nearest way to Canaan, led them along the skirts of the 
great wilderness which bounds Egypt and Petraea, to 
a place called Pihahiroth, or " the entrance of the valley," 
on the margra of the Red Sea. This was to all appear- 
ance an ill-chosen route; on each hand were impassable 
mountains ; in the rear they were exposed to the attacks 
of an enemy, while in the front lay a vast expanse 
of water. But the Lord had given this direction, and he 
was their guide : for 

With a colunm of cloud and a fiery light 

He led them by day and he led them by night. 

But although they were thus fiivoured with the 
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oDnstant t<^eii of ilie Diyine presence, their trials were 
not jet ended. Pharaoh, whose tenors had abated, 
repented that he had let Israel go ; and gathering all his 
forces, pursued them with a full determination to subdue 
or destroy them. When the Israelites descried them in 
the distance, forgetting the miracles which had been 
wrought for them, and heedless of the presence of God, 
thej upbraided Moses. ^'Because,* enid thej, ^^ there 
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die 
in the wilderness V This was a critical nKHUOit for thiis 
eminent saint; but he was not cast down. Animated 
by the strongest faith, while the general Toice was against 
him, all unmoTcd, he encouraged them to wait in eicpectsh* 
tion of the DiTine assistance. ^ Fear ye not, stand still, 
and see the salration of the Lord, which he will show yov 
to-day : for the Egyptians whom ye hare seen to-day, ye 
shall see them again no nK»e for erer: the Lord shall fi^t 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace." Moses then had 
recourse to prayer ; and while yet he yras fervent in his sup- 
plications, he received a reply '' Wherefore eiiest thofi unta 
me? speak unto the childrenof Israel that ihey go forward." 
At that instant, the cohmm (^ cloud removed finnn the 
front to the rear, and formed a barrier between them and 
the Egyptians. The conmiand was obeyed; the people 
pressed onward to the sea shore, and ihey Ind no smmer 
arrived there, than 

The maa of €rod 

O'er the wide waters Iffcs lua mighty rod, ^ 

And onward treads ; the circling waves retreat^ 

In hoarse, deep murmurs, from nis holy feet; ^ , 

And the chased surges, inly roaring, show 

The hand wet mid aadconl hills below* 

Through these divided waters the Hebrews passed dry- 
shod; Pharaoh also passed in after them, regardless of 
the roaring of ^e billows thus supematurally heaped 
aloft, and of the miraculous pillar before him. And now 
the Israelites had gained the opposite di<Me; and the 
whole host of Pharaoh were hastening through the deep, 
^hen lo. 
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Actib the propliet stretched his dreadM waad : 

With one wild crash the thundering waters sweep. 

And all is waves — a dark and lonely deep; 

And strange and sad the whispering surges bore 

The groans of Egypt to Arabia's shore. Hhber. 

The pride of ^ypt was orerwhelmed ; " there remained 
not so much as one of them." 

When Israel saw this, they feared the Lord and helieved 
in him, and owned the mission of his servant Moses. As 
for that prophet, as he stood and contemplated the power 
and goodness of Gk)d, his feelings indited one of the 
most magnificent odes of praise that was erer written. 
In his ascriptions the whole multitude joined, with 
heart -felt gratitude; after which, they joyfully advanced 
(still guided by the piUar of cloud) a three-days' march 
into the wilderness. But their gratitude and their joy 
did not long continue; they no sooner felt the difficulties 
of their wandering state than they murmured against 
Moses. The want of water first distressed them; at 
their next stage this was increased; they found water, 
but it was so bitter that they could not drink it. At this 
they rebelled; but Moses did not complain; he cried 
unto the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree, which 
being cast into the waters rendered them sweet. But 
this miracle was only remembered while they enjoyed its 
blessings. When their provisions failed, in deep despond- 
ency they accused Moses of bringing them into the 
wilderness to slay them with hunger; and sinfully wished 
they had died, by the hand of the Lord, as they sat by 
" the flesh-pots of I^ypt.* Still, however, we find Moses 
patient ; and still the Almighty gracious and forbearing. 
The man of God supplicates ; and the Lord supplies them 
wiA bread from heaven in the morning, and quails in the 
evening, and these continued to descend every day, the 
Sabbath excepted, till they entered the promised land. 

Thus they continued to journey onwards, but when 
they arrived at Rephidim, they were again in want of 
water, and again their former mercies were forgotten, and 
they revolted against Moses: so violent were they, that 
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we find him now complaining that they were ready to 
stone him. Who could wonder if, for such perverseness, 
judgments had descended upon them ? But the ways of 
Grod are not as our ways; He gave the command, and 
Moses smote with his potent rod the rock of Horeh. 

And there issued a steam from its adamant breast. 

Which, with river-like course, through the wilderness pressed. 

Supplying their host as they passed on their way, 

And proclaiming a miracle day unto day. 

Here, at Rephidim, the people remained awhile ; and 
while yet faint and weary with their journey, the Amale- 
kites, descendants of Esau, treacherously came up against 
that part of the camp most incapahle of resisting the 
attack. At this the peaceful Moses was compelled to give 
orders to the Israelites to arm themselves to battle; he 
sent Joshua with an armed band against them, while 
himself and Aaron, with Hur, ascended a mount to watch 
the event and to pray for success. While he stretched 
forth his hands toward heaven, Israel prevailed ; but when 
they drooped, the Amalekites had the advantage. His 
companions seeing this, seating him on a stone, supported 
each an arm, and the Amalekites were overthrown, — ^a 
practical illustration of the precept, ''that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint." This victory being 
obtained by prayer, the praise was ascribed to God ; and 
an altar to commemorate the event was reared, and in- 
scribed to Jehovah-nissi, " The Lord my banner." 

The next transaction we have to notice, in the history 
of Moses, is one of private life; and equally amiable 
does he there appear as in his public duties. During his 
sojourn in Egypt, Zipporah and his children remained 
imder the protection of Jethro, her father. This good 
man hearing that Moses and the Hebrews were in the 
neighbourhood, taking his daughter and grandchildren, 
hastened to meet him and to restore them to his arms. 
Their intercourse was very pleasing and instructive; it 
was more than a social meeting. Jethro, with pure de- 
light, rejoiced for all the good which the Lord had done 
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to Israel, and testified his joy in the presence of all Israel, 
in his priestly capacity, by offering np a solemn sacrifice 
to God. Afterwards, all the Jewish elders ate bread with 
the father-in-law of Moses; which act indicated a cove- 
nant of amity between the parties, as the sacrifice did 
a covenant with God. By Jethro's advice, Moses ap- 
pointed magistrates or judges, to hear the causes of the 
people, reserving only the most intricate for his own deci- 
sion. This was wise coimsel; and the advice given by 
this excellent man on the choice of proper persons to fill 
the office was equally wise, and is replete with pious 
feeling. " Thou shalt provide," says he, " out of all the 
people, able men, such as fear God, — men of truth, hating 
covetousness." 

When Jethro had departed, Moses removed to Mount 
Sinai, where the Hebrews pitched their camp and remained 
a whole year, in accordance with the declaration made to 
Moses at the bush : " When thou hast brought forth the 
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this moun- 
tain." To the summit of this mountain, the column of 
cloud which had hitherto led their way, removed. Hither 
Moses was summoned to receive the Divine command, 
and by him a message was sent to the people, requiring 
them to enter into a compact with Jehovah. He proposed 
to make them his peculiar treasure, above all people, a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation, on condition that 
they would hearken to his voice and obey his statutes. To 
this proposal, with one voice, they exclaimed, " All that 
the Lord hath spoken we will do." Three days were then 
set aside for the people to prepare for the receiving of 
those statutes from the mouth* of God, and when the 
appointed time arrived, Jehovah himself cited them to 
appear. " There were thunders and lightnings, and 
a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the 
trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that 
was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth 
the people out of the camp to meet with God ; and they 
£tood at the nether part of the mount. And Mount Sinai 
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iras altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended 
upon it in fire; and the smoke thereof ascended as the 
smoke of a fomace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 
And when the Toice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice." At this dread scene, well might the 
Israelites tremble; Moses himself was struck vrith awe; and 
no wonder, for the very words of the Voice, which were the 
Ten Commandments, were sufficient to fill the holiest mind 
with alarm. These commandments were given^ accom- 
panied with the sound of the trumpet, to denote their 
immutability and universality, and they were given by an 
audible voice because they concern all men. But Moses 
drew near into the thick darkness where Grod was, to 
receive the judicial and ceremonial statutes privately. 
These the prophet revealed to the people, who testified 
their full consent to them ; and the compact was ratified 
by sacrifice and sprinkling of blood. 

Being thus prepared, Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, obtained a sight 
of the glory of God within the sacred inclosure; but 
Moses himself, more highly favoured than the rest, was 
commanded to enter the cloud to receive the laws and 
ordinances ordained for the government of Israel. There 
he held a conference with the Lord God Almighty forty 
days and forty nights, at the conclusion of which he received 
two tables of stone, whereon were written the Ten Com- 
mandments by the finger of God. 

We come now to an incident which shows the per- 
verseness of the human heart: while yet Moses was 
in the Mount with Grod, the Israelites acted with insolent 
contempt towards both Jehovah and his prophet. Cast- 
ing off their authority, they requested Aaron to make 
them gods to go before them, alleging that they knew not 
what was become of Moses, and in an evil hour, Aaron com- 
plied with their demands, without even urging a single 
remonstrance against it. He desired them to bring hun 
their golden ornaments, out of which he made them a 
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golden calf, the common idol of Egypt. Be&re this ealf 
he built an altar, and proclaimed a feast unto the Lord ; 
and the people offering burnt sacrifice, and bringing 
peace-ojfferings, cried before it, " These be thy gods, 
O Israel, wluch hare brought thee up out of the land of 
Ilgypt." 

We now return to Moses : as he was about to descend 
£rom the mountain, the Lord informed him of their evil 
doings, and purposed to destroy them immediately, and to 
make of him a great nation in their stead. This was a 
flattering prospect for Moses, and this a fayourable 
moment to be reyenged on them for their many insults 
towards him ; but he sought not his own glory, neither 
harboured he rerenge in his bosom. On the contrary, he 
yearned over rebellious Israel, loying them as a &ther his 
children. He felt also a concern for the Diirine honour, 
which was engaged to bring them up from the house of 
bondage unto die land of their fathers ; he therefore 
stood between God and his people, and interceded for 
them in the most pathetic terms. His intercessions 
pxeyailed ; and Moses descended from the mountain with 
a heart lightened in part of its burden, but still aching 
for their folly. As he approached the camp, he saw 
the people dancing to the sound of music round their 
insensible deity, and filled with indignation at the sight, 
he cast the tables which he had just receired from Je-> 
hoyah, out of his hands, and brake them in pieces ; then 
with holy zeal, he seized the idol, and, reducing it to pow- 
der, mixed it with water and compelled them to drink it, 
thus conyerting their sin into a punishment. Aaron was 
seyerely reproyed for his cowardice in complying with their 
desires; and had not Moses prayed for him, he would haye 
been cut off as a monument of God's righteous judgment. 
Nor did the matter rest here ; although Moses had sayed 
the people from utter extirpation, the crime was too 
flagrant to pass unpunished. At God's command, Moses 
commissioned the Xieyites to execute yengeance on their 
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idolatrous brethren, and three thousand were slain by 
the sword. 

After this, Moses again ascended the mountain to inter- 
cede for them. He confessed their guilt, but solicited 
their pardon, adding this remarkable request, ^^If not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
written ;" or, in other words. Let me die before they are 
destroyed. But this could not be; the Almighty re- 
plied, " Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book." And thus it happened, for the 
whole of that idolatrous generation died in the wilder- 
ness. Nevertheless, the mediation of Moses was effectual 
in obtaining their present pardon, and a promise that the 
forfeited favour of his presence as their conductor should 
be restored. 

/ The success of one petition gave Moses confidence to 
prefer another ; but his familiarity with God appears at 
this time to have induced him to ask too much. He asked 
of the Majesty of Heaven a sight of his glory ! This wag 
indeed a bold request for dust and ashes to make; but 
God was not displeased at it; for though he did not 
grant it to its full extent (no man being able to look 
upon God and live), yet, in the figurative language of 
Scripture, he hid him in a cleft of the rock, and cover- 
ing him with his hand, made his glory to pass before him. 
Moses was then again summoned to the summit of the 
mountain, whither he went, taking with him two tables 
of stone, on which the Commandments were to be re- 
newed. Here he again interceded for the people, and 
God ratified his covenant with them, and repeated his 
promises to them. 

As before, the prophet remained forty days and forty 
nights upon the mountain, during which time he vras 
instructed in the most minute particulars of the Jewish 
polity, and he was then sent down with God's holy law 
vnritten upon the tables. He brought down with him also 
another proof of his Divine commission. As he drew 
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near to the people, his countenance shone with such 
lustre that thej were afraid to look upon him till he had 
put a veil upon his face. This, it appears, he afterwards 
constantly wore except in the tabernacle, while holding 
intercourse with God : every time, therefore, they looked 
upon him, they were reminded of that supreme authority 
under which he acted. 

Immediately after his descent, Moses appointed all the 
ordinances of the sacred sendee according to the directions 
he had receiyed, and the pattern shown to him in the 
mount : in all which he was faithful as a servant for a 
testimony of those things which were to be spoken here- 
after in tiie Gospel dispensation. 

At length, when all. the institutions were established, 
the camp broke up, and their march was renewed: in 
the second month of the second year, the cloud rose up 
fix)m the tabernacle, and took the direction of the desert 
of Paran. Here the Israelites displayed their former discon- 
tent, and the provocation was so great that the fire of God 
went forth and consumed many of them; but Moses again 
interceded for them, and the judgment was removed. 
They seemed, however, to have reaped but little advan- 
tage from past experience, for immediately after we find 
they murmured against the bread of God, and ^^ required 
meat for their lust." This was very distressing to Moses ; 
unable, indeed to bear longer with their perverseness, he 
complained to the Lord*that the burden of the govern- 
ment was too great for him; and, in compassion to 
his infirmities, he was directed to appoint a judicial 
court of seventy elders to relieve him of his toil. Here 
the character of Moses presents itself to us in a very 
amiable light; after he had chosen the elders, the 
spirit of prophecy rested upon two young men in the 
camp, named Eldad and Medad. This was told him by 
Joshua, who, jealous of his master's honour, considered it 
infringed by this act, and therefore advised him to restrain 
ihem. But the mind of this man of God was superior to 
envy: he rejoiced to hear of the attainments of others in 

I 
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tbe service of Jehovali, and wished that not onlj these, bitt 
all the Lord's people were prc^hets. 

But we return to notice the munnnrings of the Israel- 
ites on account of the want ci flesh: their desire was 
gratified, hut it was in disj^eaaore. The Lord sent them 
meat to th« fiill, but^ 

While yet they were eating, on IsraePs brow 
His TengeaoM daKended, and laid their pride low. 

Multitudes of them perished in the enjoyment of that 
which they had so insolently demanded. 

About this time the meekness of Moses was tried in a 
quarter the least to be expected. His own brother and 
sister, Aaron and Miriam, imagining that they possessed 
not that authority to which they were entitled, mur- 
mured against him. ^ Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses? hath he not also spoken by us?" 
This was the real cause of their contention; but their 
pretence was, that he had married a woman of Ethiopia, 
althoc^h that circumstance had happened before his mis* 
4non, and was contrary neither to diyine or human laws. 
To these reproaches Moses made no reply, a striking 
^fidence of the surpassing meekness of his temper. But 
they did not escape punishment ; Qod himself undertook 
to vindicate his servant's cause; Miriam, being the aggres- 
sor in this sedition, was struck with leprosy, and Aaron 
was made to tremble for his own safety. They confessed 
their £Ekult, and submissirely entreated him whom they 
had so deeply wounded to pray for them, and he cried 
unto the Lord, " Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.** 
His prayer was heard, and Miriam, after being shut out of 
the camp seven days as a public example, was restored to 
health, and again received into the congregation. 

The Hebrews now approached the confines of Canaan 
and Moses, directed of God, selected one man out of every 
tribe to go forward to examine its quality, and the strength 
of its inhabitants. They went accordingly, and took a 
survey of it from south to west, procee^ng near the 
course of the Jordan in their vmy out, and returning 
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tluotigh the midst of the country along the borders of 
4&e Sidoaiaiis and Phiifotiiies. On their retum, we may 
picture to onrselves these wanderers of the wilderness 
presnng round the spies, to hear their report of this 
promised land of rest, which had been represented to 
Aem bj Qod. himself in such glowing terms. With 
what eagerness of expectation they surround them! 
But how great is their {^parent disappointment! Ten 
of the number sent declare it to be not ovly an infertile 
land, incapable of supporting those who possessed it, 
but the inhabitants as being unconquerable. This filled 
their minds with deqK)ndency, nor could the ^thfiil 
representations of Joshua and Caleb disperse it They 
reproached Moses with deceiving them, and determined 
to make themselres a captain who should head their 
return to %jpt. At this Moses fell upon his face before 
them, entreating them to desist from their sinful purpose, 
and importuning hearen for them. The Almighty inter* 
posed, and threatened to destroy them, and also offered to 
make of Moses a greater and mightier nation than they; 
but, ^ far from ambition and revenge as ever, he again 
fervently pleaded for their foigiveness; and at his inter** 
cession the Divine judgment was stayed, and the people 
were preserved from utter extirpation. Aa a punish* 
ment, however, it was decreed that not one of that gene- 
ration, save Joshua and Caleb, should enter into Canaan. 
This denunciation had such an effect upon this rebelliouisi 
people, that many became desperate, and they resolved, in 
<>ppo8ition to the remonstrances of Moses, and to the de- 
cree gone forth, that they would enter into the land. 
Accoi5ingly, the next morning, they set out on their wild 
enterprise ; but ^^ the word of God standeth sure ;" they 
were defeated by the inhabitants with great slaughter. 

But Israel had not yet learned submission ; a formi- 
dable rebellion now arose against Moses by two hundred 
and fifty princes of the congregation, at the instigation of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. This insurrection was headed 
by Korah, of the tribe of Levi, who, hopeless of airiving 
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at the priestihood while the ciyil and ecclesiastical goyem- 
ment was in the hands of Moses and Aaron, took this step 
in order to gratify his ambitions desires. This was a se- 
vere trial to Moses; but like all other oppositions it tended 
to confirm his commission, and to crown him with £resh 
honours. After making an earnest appeal to the Almighty 
on his behalf, and that of his brother, he meekly reasoned 
with the leader of the faction, aud referred the matter to 
the decision of Crod; not doubting that he would make 
manifest his integrity: '^This do," said he to Korah: 
^' take you censers, Korah, and all his company ; and put 
fire therein, and put incense in them before the Lord to- 
morrow; and it shall be, that the man whom the Lord doth 
choose, he shall be holy." This invitation Korah, desperate 
in rebellion and wilful in infidelity, accepted; but Dathan 
and Abiram refused to do so, the ground of their opposi- 
tion being different firom that of Korah, the one claiming 
the pries&ood, as being of the tribe of Levi, the other 
the government, as being descendants of Reuben, the 
first-bom of Jacob. 

As soon as the day appeared Korah collected all the 
congregation against Moses and Aaron round the door of 
the Tabernacle ready for a revolt; but the Almighty ap- 
peared in defence of his servants. He bade them separate 
themselves firom the assembly that he might consume 
them ; but full of compassion for the misguided people, 
Moses and Aaron prostrated themselves on the ground 
before the Lord, and pleaded for them; their prayer was 
heard, and the people were commanded to flee the tents 
of the conspirators, lest they also should perish. This 
command was generally obeyed; but Dathan and Abiram, 
in derision of Moses, and in defiance of the power of the 
Almighty, stood at the door of their tents. 

And now the moment of decision was come: ''If," 
exclaimed the man of Grod, " If these men die the com- 
mon death of all men, or if they be visited after the visita- 
tion of all men; then the Lord hath not sent me: But if 
the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth. 
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and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, 
and thej go down quick into the pit; then ye shall under* 
stand that these men haye provoked the Lord." He spake: 

And earth wide yawning to their view, 
Proud Dathan and Abiram's crew 
Received ; while vengeance flamed along, 
And smote in death the rebel throng. 

But this judgment was not sufficient to awe the rest into 
subjection. On the succeeding morrow they not only mur- 
mured against the prophet and the priest, but charged 
them with slaying the Lord's people, for which they were 
smitten with a plague, and fourteen thousand seven hun- 
dred were cut off, and the rest were saved from destruction 
only by the earnest prayer of the men whom they had re- 
proached as murderers. An example of meekness and 
love exceeded only by Him, who, dying on the cross, prayed 
for his murderers in these emphatic words — ^" Father, for^ 
give them, for they know not what they do." 

The Israelites, as a punishment for their rebellion, had 
been doomed to wander in the wilderness forty years, and 
little is recorded of them except their different removals 
from one encampment to another till just at the expiration 
of that period, at which time they pitched their tents in 
Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin. The murmuring gene- 
ration which came out of Egypt had then become almost 
extinct, agreeably to the sentence passed upon them, and 
another had succeeded ; and alas! not only in their gene- 
ration, but in their rebellions. The water which had sup- 
plied their wants from the rock at Rephidim through all 
their journey now failed ; an indication that they were 
about to exchange the wilderness for the promised land 
in which rivers and springs abounded. At this their fears 
were excited, and they openly wished they had died with 
those whom the earth had devoured, and the fire had con- 
sumed. Moses as usual, was the object of their resent- 
ment and reproach; but he replied not. Instead of 
reproving them he departed from them, and fell upon his 
face at the door of the tabernacle before the Lord in silent 



d by Google 



118 MOSES. 

agony of aoul. Here he reoeired a command to take hU 
rod and gather the people together, and speak unto the 
rock hefore their eyes; and the Lord added, ^' it shall gi^e 
forth his water, and ^ou shalt bring forth to them water 
out of the rock." 

Moses accordingly took his rod, and all Israel stood be- 
fore the rock. But what do we behold? the meek man 
Hoses, wearied with their rebellions, instead of addressing 
the rock as he was commanded, reproving the people in 
rehement language: ^' Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch 
you water out of this rock?" thus arrogating to himself 
that power which belongeth unto God alone. In the same 
temper of mind Moses smote the rock, and, impatient of 
delay, smote again; and the promised streams gushed 
forth. For this intemperate conduct, and this eyident 
want of faith, the Lord reproved both Moses and Aaron, 
and declared that they should die in the wilderness. Ac- 
cordingly, at the veiy next stage of their journey the e£feet 
ci tbeir transgres»on appeared; Moses was directed to 
accompany his brother Aaron to the top of Mount Hor 
to take Us last farewell of him, and to see him die for 
that ofience in which himself was the prindpal trans- 
gresses:. Aaron died, and Moses placed his pontifical 
vestments on his son Eleasar by Divine command. 

As they marched onward, although they "had as it were, 
a foretaste of the conquest of Canaan, by the overthrow 
of some cities belonging to king Arad, who had trea- 
che^usly attacked them; yet they again displayed their 
rebellious q^irit by complaining of the want of, water and 
by loathiziig 

The bread of €k>d sent down firom heaven. 

I'd this rebellion, fieiy serpents were commissioned to 
destroy them, and many thousands perished, which judg- 
ment had the effect of terrifying the people into at least 
a momentary submission* They confessed their crime, 
and again supplicated the injured Moses to plead into the 
offended Majesty of heaven in their behalf. He prayed. 
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*^ And tlie Lord said imto Moseei, Make ihee a fieiy serpent 
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that 
e?eiy oBe that is bitten, when he lookeih upon it, shaJI 
liye. And Moses made a serpent of braa8» and put it upon 
a pole : and it came to pass, that if a s^ent had bitten 
any man, wImsl he beheld the serpent of l»ass, he lived." 

This singular remedy, with its miraculous effects, was 
designed not only to restore the Israelites, but also to be 
an instruetiye emblem to maai in all ages of the world. 
Sin is more poisonous and destractiye to the soul, than the 
Tenom of serpents to the body; but the power and grace 
of God are displayed in the remoTal of this malady by 
means similar to that which was adopted for the restcnra- 
iaxm of the Hebrews. ^' As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, eyen so must the Son of Man be lififced 
up; that whosoeyer belieyeth in him should not perish, 
but haye eternal life." 

Although Moses was prohibited from leading the people 
into Canaan, he had the delight c^ behdding the promises 
of God in part fulfilled, by the conquest of the Amorites, 
Moabites, and Edomites, who came out against them. He 
saw that the coyenant made with Abraham was drawing 
nigh to a fulfilment; yet was his joy mixed with grief; the 
Hebrews conquered these heathen nations, but they were 
led to adopt their idolatrous practices, forsaking the wor- 
ship of God. 

With those that WDrshipped Baal they dwelt, 
And at his duine adoring knelt ; 
And with them impiously fed 
On offerings laid before ike dead. 

On this occadon, inflamed with hc^yzeal, Moses, regarding 
the will and the glory of God, and the interest of the 
peo^ at large, acted with the vigour necessary to stop 
die progress of this sin; he commanded the ringleaders to 
be put to death. 

And now it was reyealed to the prophet that his 
labours were drawing to a close; he receiyed a command 
to go up into Mount Nebo to die. This appears to haye 
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distressed his mind, and we cannot wonder at it; his 
heart was fondly set upon the good of rebellious Israel, and 
he naturally desired to conduct them into the land of 
promise, and to see them settled before he died. But the 
word of God was immutably fixed, and Moses meekly 
submitted to his will, praying that an able and pious 
leader might succeed him; and Joshua was appointed. 
Him, Moses initiated into the office before all the congre^ 
gation, charging him to be steadfast in the important work 
to which he was consecrated. He then established a 
general release for the poor, at the end of every seven 
years, on which occasion the law was appointed to be read 
before all the people. 

After this he pronounced in the hearing of the assembly 
a sublime ode, the opening of which is exquisitely touch- 
ing: " Give hear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, 
earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall 
drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the 
small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon 
the grass: because I will publish the name of the Lord: 
ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Bock, his 
work is perfect; for all his ways are judgment; a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just and right is He." He then 
recapitulated the mercies of God towards their rebellious 
race, in the midst of which, his feelings were so over- 
powered with a sense of their proneness to rebellion, that 
he exclaimed in the fervour of his heart, " that they 
were wise that they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end!" Before he departed, he gave 
each tribe (as Jacob had before him) his prophetical 
blessing, closing his addresses with a lofty description of 
their stability in the land of promise: '' There is none like 
unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in 
thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. The eternal 
God is thy reftige, and underneath are the everlasting arms: 
and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and 
shall say. Destroy them. Israel then shall dwell in safety 
alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of 
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com and wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew. 
Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto tiiee, O people 
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency ! and thine enemies shall be found 
liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high 
places." 

And now the work of Moses, the servant of the Lord, 
was done. The prophet ascended the mountain, and from 
the heights of Pisgah took an enraptured survey of the 
fertile plains of Canaan which lay before him, and which, 
at his death, were to be put into the possession of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Then, while yet his eye lacked not its 
lustre, and his natural strength knew no abatement, 
although he was in his hundred and twentieth year. 

Without or agony or strife, 

A death-like sleep upon him stole : 
And to his God and endless life 

He yielded up his happy soul: 
While G^d — oh death most rare ! most blest ! 
Himself did lay his flesh to rest. 

It is said, " no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this 
day." The character of Moses is fuUy shown in the 
various events of his life, and needs no eulogy. He 
was indeed a superior character; and yet there is One 
more superior, and " worthy of more glory, inasmuch as 
he who hath builded the house hath more honour than 
the house," namely, Jesus Christ, of whom Moses was an 
eminent type. As this great leader of the Jewish nation 
brought them forth from their house of bondage in Egypt, 
to a land of rest and liberty, so Jesus hath broken our 
chains, hath brought us out of our prison-house, and given 
us the liberty of the sons of God; and will finally bring 
us, if we look to Him, to a land where all is liberty and 
love— even to heaven. 
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The Father who is holy, wise, and pure, 
SujRen the hypocrite or atheous priest 
To head his sacred courts and minister 
About his aMaar, handling holy things, 
Pnmng and bowing ; and Touchsafed his Toice 
To BaJaam^ reprobate, a prophet yet 
Inspired. Milton. 



Slain an a conflict between the Israelites and Midianites, a« m. 2552. 



It has been wdi said by one who knew the human heart, 
that " The love of money is the root of all eyil;" for 
ayarice has not only kept in bondage those who neyer 
knew God, but has also drawn aside many eminent charac- 
ters, from the paths of holiness and moral rectitude. 
Nay, more ; it has steeled the heart of some against spe- 
cial warnings, the light of inspiration and the convictions 
of conscience. Thus it was with Balaam, whose conduct 
stands recorded in Holy Writ as a beacon to all professii^ 
Christians, to beware lest they also fall into the same 
error. Some omimentators indeed, hare represented Ba- 
laam as an idolater, on Ihe ground of his skill in the art 
of divination ; but he appears rather to have been a pro- 
phet and a priest of tiie Most High God, who, living amoi^ 
idolaters that believed in enchantments, blended that pro- 
fession witii ihe worship of Jehovah, and that perclumoe 
to gratify that pasnOB which ended in his ruin. 

Balaam is introduced to our notice in the history of the 
Israelites, just at the conclusion of their wanderings. 
After they had defeated Sihon, king <^ the Amorites, and 
Og, king of Bashan, they pitched their tents in the plains 
of Moab, which so alarmed Balak, the king of that coun- 
try, that he wished to dislodge them. For this purpose, 
before the force of arms was employed, he had recourse to 
a practice common in that and other nations round,— to 
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magical art. Not daring, howeyer, to trust to the skill 
and wisdom of his OYm enchanters against so potent a 
God as the celebrated €rod of Israel, whose fame was 
gone forth through all Canaan, he sent for Balaam, whose 
prayers and imprecations he doubted not would be e£fec* 
tire. Miserable indeed was the superstition that beclouded 
&.e mmd of Balak, which his message indicates : '^ Be- 
hcikd" said he, ^' there is a people come out from Egypt : 
behold, they coyer the face of the earth, and they 
abide oyer against me. Come now, therefore, I pray thee, 
curse me this people, for they are too mighty for me : per-< 
adyenture I shall preyail, that we may conite them, and 
that I may driye them out of the land; for I wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest 
is cursed." With this message, bearii^ the rewards of 
diyination in their hands, the messengers, princes o£ the 
land, came to the prophet, who, pleased widi this pros- 
pect of honour and riches, isslead of reyolting at the idea 
of cursing a people who had neither done him or Balak 
barm, desired them to tany all night with him, tiiat he 
might inquire of the Lord whether he would giye him 
permission to go with them. By what mediod Balaam 
intended to ask, is a mystery, but the answer giyen is ex- 
plicit: ^ Thou shalt not go with Aem; thou shalt not 
curse the people : for they are blessed.* Thus perempto- 
rily prohibited &om going, when the morning arose he 
dismissed the messeiDgers ; but feaxing to offend Balak, 
by sending him the answer he had reoeiyed, he simply 
stated that the Lcard refused to let him go, plainly inti- 
mating that he himself was willing, howey^ unhallowed 
the work. With this message the messengers returned ; 
and they also, as obsequious as the proph^ altered eyen 
this concise reply; they told him Balaam refused to come 
with them. Upon this, imagining his embassy was not 
sufficiently splendid, and his rewards not suffidently ample 
to win the prophet's attention, and being eager to obtain 
liis object, Balak sent more honourable princes to entreat 
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his attendance, and to second their entreaties by promises 
of unbounded riches and high distinctions. The messen- 
gers came, and Balaam's first reply to them would indicate 
an utter contempt of riches : " If Balak would giye me 
his house full of silrer and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
word of the Lord my God, to do less or more." So far as 
words go, this was admirable, but it was eyidently not the 
language of his heart, — that ** went after his covetousness." 
Although the former answer of €rod was so peremptory, 
unwilling to lose this opportunity of adyancement, he de- 
sired these messengers also to remain all night, that he 
might again take counsel of Crod. He did so, and he was 
allowed, if the messengers came to call him, to follow the 
bent of his own inclinations, only he was interdicted from 
speaking aught else than that which the Lord should 
indite. 

Big with the expectations of preferment, as soon as the 
morning dawned, without waiting to be called, Balaam 
arose and went with the princes of Moab. But (jod's 
anger was kindled, because he went, or, in other words, 
because the wages of unrighteousness made him so willing 
to go, and he was suddenly stopped on the road ; '' the 
angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adrersaiy against 
him." The ass on which he rode saw the vision, and 
turned aside into the field to avoid it, at which the pro- 
phet was so enraged, that he smote her with a sta£F to turn 
her into the way again, and they went forward. But the 
angel again opposed his progress in a narrow path between 
the walls of two vineyards ; here the ass again attempted 
to save Balaam by turning aside, but, by so doing, she 
crushed his foot against the wall, and he smote her again 
with greater severity : still Ihey proceeded ; but, on coming 
to a narrow pass, the angel stood, and the ass fell down, 
for which she was smitten with redoubled violence. For 
this he was rebuked ; '' the dumb ass speaking with 
man's voice, forbad the madness of the prophet." Instead, 
however, of perceiving the finger of God in this miracu* 



d by Google 



BALAAM. 125 

loos transaction, his thirst for gold and honours made him 
proof even against miracles, and he wished for a sword to 
slay the fidthEul beast that had sayed his life. 

And now the prophet's own eyes were opened ; he saw 
the messenger of Jehovah standing before him with a 
sword drawn, as if prepared to destroy him, and in great 
terror he fell upon his ^e. After reproving Balaam for 
his barbarous treatment of the poor defenceless beast on 
which he rode, the angel declared the purport of his mis- 
fflon ; *^ Behold, I went out to withsiband thee, because 
thy way is perverse before me." This extorted from 
Balaam a confession of his guilt, and a proposal, though 
evidently an unwilling one, to return. '^ I have sinned;" 
^ now, tiierefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back 
again." The angel, however, seeing his heart set upon 
his ambitious project, allowed him to follow his own in- 
clination, but at the same time warned him, that he might 
be disappointed in his views; inasmuch, as a restraint 
would be laid upon him, and words giren him which 
only he might speak. 

This circumstance has given rise not only to speculation 
but to ridicule. ^ The speaking ass," says a learned and 
pious writer, ^ from that time to this, hath been the 
standing jest of every infidel brother. Maimonides and 
others have conceived that the matter was transacted in a 
vision, but it appears rather more probable, from the 
whole tenour of the narration, that it was no visionary 
but a real transaction. The words of St. Peter show that 
it is to be so understood as he himself understood it, lite- 
rally. The ass was enabled to utter such and such sounds, 
probably as parrots do, vfithout understanding them ; and 
say what you will of tiie construction of the ass's mouth ; 
of the formation of the tongue and jaws, being unfit for 
speaking ; yet an adequate cause is assigned for this won- 
derful eiSect, for it is said expressly, that ^ the Lord 
opened the mouth of the ass,' and no one who believes 
in a Qod can doubt of his power to do all this and much 
more. The mixacle was by no means needless or super* 
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fluotis ; it was rerj proper to eontiace Balaam that die 
moiitli and tong^ue were imder God's direction, and that 
the same Diyine power which caused the dumb ass to 
speak contrary to its nature, could make him, in like man- 
ner, utter blessings contrarjto his inclinations/' Another 
writer places this transaction bdfore tis in a Teiy interest- 
ing light, and has rescued it, by the implication of his 
profound researches^ £som the objections of infidels* He 
proves that tiie ass was regarded as sacred in Midian, 
being the symbol of Baal Peor, answering to Pan and 
Priapus, the worship of whick diyinities was grossly licen- 
tious. ^^ In this miracle, therefore," adds a third writer, 
^ we haye another evidence of the confdsion of the heatiien 
idolatry, and a display of the sovereignty of Jehovah, over 
all the powers of dairkness." 

When Balaam arrived at the court of the king of MoaB, 
he was received with gladness, Balak only gently expos* 
tulating with him for not acceding to his first request ; to 
which he replied with apparent firmness, that now he had 
come he had no power of himself to say anytiiing, but 
that he must utter what Qod commanded. Notwith- 
standing this assertion, Balak did not fear of obtaining the 
blessing and the curse he desired. His dependence was 
upon the mercenary spirit of Balaam, imagining that he 
had power to bless and to curse at his pleasure. Eager, 
therefore, to obtain his wish, he took the prophet to an 
eminence, from whence to show him tiie camp of Israel. 
Here Balaam requested seven altars to be erected, on each 
of which he offered sacrifices. When this was done, and 
he had sought of God what to say, constrained by the 
spirit of inspiration, he pronounced aloud a blessing upon 
the tents of Jacob ; at the dose of which, he expressed 
his earnest desire that he might die the death of the 
righteous, and that his end might be like Israel's. Asto- 
nished at this conduct, Balak complained that Balaam 
had deceived him, but he again declared that he must 
obey the command of God ; and yet he set himself, at 

^'^'s request, agaia to seek for enchantments against 
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them, hoping thereby to obtain his riches and his honours. 
On another eminence, the same number of altars wete 
erected, and offerings made; and i^ain, compelled by in- 
spiration, he uttered a benediction, and not a curse. So 
emphatic were his words, that Balak trembled lest he 
should hear his own destruction pronounced; and he 
cried, " Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.** 

Still Balak hoped to obtain a curse upon Israel from 
the prophet's mouth; and still Balaam hoped to gratify his 
ambitious desires. A third time, upon another hill, seren 
sacrifices were offered, and enchantments sought against 
them ; but it was all to no purpose : i^ainst his own will 
the prophet was again compelled to speak of the blessed- 
ness of Israel. He now pronounced a prediction of Israel's 
future greatness, and the destruction of their enemies, at 
which Bsdak, enraged and alarmed, exclaimed, ^' I called 
thee to curse mine enemies, and behold, thou hast altoge- 
tiier blessed them these three times. Therefore now flee 
thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee unto great 
honour; but lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from ho- 
nour." This was, as we shall see from Balaam's subsequent 
conduct, a sore disappointment to him, and yet his reply 
was dignified. But he uttered not his own sentiments, 
his tongue was under the control of a divine agency : 
^^ Spake I not also imto thy messengers which thou sentest 
unto me, saying. If Balak would give me his house fiill of 
silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of 
the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but 
what the Lord saith, that will I speak?' Balak was evi- 
dently mortified at the blessings poured upon the head of 
Israel; but how must his mortification have been increased 
to hear Balaam again under the spirit of prophecy, in de- 
fiance of his command, to flee unto his place, foretell, in 
more emphatic language than before, the blessedness of 
Israel, and the fate of the nations around them, in which 
his own is doomed to perish : ^^ I shall see him, but not 
now; I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come 
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a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 
and shall smite the comers of Moah, and destroy all the 
children of Sheth." This passage, taken in its literal sense, 
intimates that a mighty prince should arise from the 
people of Israel, who should conquer and bear rule orer 
the kingdoms of Moab and Edom; and it was fulfilled in 
David. But it has a more important meaning than this; 
it has been inyariably considered as referring to One, of 
whom David was a type and progenitor,— -even the Messiah. 
He is Ihe Star which '^ through the tender mercy of our 
(xod hath visited us," and to Him the sceptre of universal 
government is committed, " for He must reign till He 
hath put all enemies under his feet." 

When Balaam had finished these predictions, he was 
driven from Balak's presence unrewarded. But he was 
unwilling to abandon the prospect of preferment, and 
being now left to his own ways and to speak his own 
words, he sought to regain the monarch's favour, and to 
be revenged on Israel. This he did in a way which be- 
trayed a more depraved disposition than if he had poured 
the bitterest imprecations upon them. He advised Balak 
to entice them into idolatry and licentiousness by sending 
Midianitish women into their camp. The snare proved 
fatal; the Israelites were led away, and were punished for 
it by a pestilence, in which twenty-four thousand died. 
Nor did Balaam's revenge stop here; although he had 
pronoiinced Israel the blessed of the Lord, he still sought 
their destruction. He encouraged the Midianites to make 
war against them, and aided them in the contest ; but he 
fell by his own devices. When these bitter foes of the 
Israelitish nation' at God's command was subdued, Balaam 
was found among the fallen, slain by the sword; '' a terrible 
example," as one well observes, '^ of talents wasted, ad- 
vantages abused, and knowledge perverted," and all for 
honours and for wealth. 

Do we condemn the conduct of Balaam? While we do 
so, let us pray that we may not fall into the same error—- 
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covetousness. For "what," says our great Diyine 
Teacher, '^is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?" 

All heads must come 

To the cold tomb ; 

Only the ax^ions of the just 

Smell sweet and blossom from the dust. — Shirlby. 



JOSHUA. 



They fought by the waters of Merom, 

That ran red with the blood of the foe ; 
Israel followed the flying to Zidon,' 

And his sword laid the fugitives low. 

For the Lord was with Joshua and Israel, 
And 'twas well that the godless should see 

How warriors, and momirchs, and nations, 
At the breath of the Lord cease to be. J* W. D, 



Born, juM. 2468. Dixd, 2578. 



While yet the Israelites were on the desert side of Jordan, 
and while they were preparing to go up and possess the 
land of Canaan hy force of arms, Moses, their illustrious 
leader, who had led them safely through so many and 
great dangers, was taken from them. But God leaves not 
himself without instruments to carry on and complete his 
great designs in the world. He had raised up Joshua the 
son of Nun, of the trihe of Ephraim, to undertake the 
charge and to stand in the place of Moses. The history 
of this excellent man is contained chiefly in the book 
which bears his name, the first book in tlie Bible which 
bears the name of an individual, and was probably written 
by himself with the exception of the last five verses, which 
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are supposed to have been supplied bj some authorized 
person. 

It appears Josbua was not only ihe servant, but tfa* 
intimate companion of Moses during the fortj years' sojourn 
in the wilderness, from which high priyilege he must have 
reaped great advantages in the cultiyation of wisdom and 
piety. He must also hare become intimately acquainted 
with the will of God with reference to his chosen people, 
and must hare known that Israel would hare to encounter 
many powerful foes; that they would haye, indeed, to 
drire out the inhabitants of Canaan ere they could possess 
the land. This might have the effect of stimulating him 
to deeds of arms; for we find that rery early in life he 
displayed a military talent, and Moses sent him against 
the Ainalekites whom he conquered, gaining great honour 
by the victory. But Joshua was not distinguished for 
prowess in arms alone. He who had discomfited the 
Amalekites with the edge of the sword, paid a strict re- 
gard to his religious duties in the tabernacle, from which 
ib is said '' he departed not :" we see in him, therefore, 
the Lord's soldier. For his piety a peculiar honour was 
conferred upon him; he accompanied Moses to the 
Mount of God, where he spent fbriy days in dcTOut retire- 
ment, while Moses within the cloud was receiring the law 
from the mouth of God. His attachment to that great 
man seems to have been of the most ardent kind. When 
he observed Eldad and Medad prophesying in the camp, 
imagining it was irregular and derogatory to the honour 
of his master, more zealous than prudent, he exclaimed: 
^ My lord Moses forbid them." For this misguided zeal, 
Moses, who could behold the rising talents of othecs 
*'with an unjaundiced eye," reproY^ him: •'Enviest 
ihou for my sake ? Would God that all the IxHrd's pe<^ 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit • 
upon them !" 

We hare seen in the life of Moses, that he sent forward 
twelve men to explore the country, and that ten returned 
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wa» Joshua; he, when the mraged* multitude refused to 
prosecute their macch bj ieas<m of the ill report, boldly 
opposed their pefrerseness^ and; r^eaented the conquest of 
the country a» practicable and eas^, and ascribed the false 
report to cowardioe. ^' The laud, which we passed throu^ 
to search^it, is an. exceeding good.hmd. If the Lord delight 
in us, then he will brii^ us into this land, and givo it us^ 
a land which flovreth with milk and honej. Only rebel 
not' ye agaiDst the Lord^ neither fear ye the people of the 
lutd; for they are bread for ust their defence is departed 
from them, and the Lord is widi n»: &ar theuL not." 
This was a. noble address, and one- tibat ought to hare 
allayed the fea» and tumult of. the people^ but it tended 
to increase their rage ; Joshua^ T^uld haye been stoned 
to deaths had not tite Lord interposed to save him. Fo£ 
this it was decreed that. Joshua and Caleb onfy, of that 
generation, should enter into Ganafin. An additionad 
honour was conferred upon, him; his name, which had 
been Oshea^ was ohang^ ta Joshua^ which signifies ^^tha 
Lord the Sayiour," and! atnswers to Jesus in the Grede. 
^'This appellation," says a pious writer, '^was doubtless 
giren to him in a< mystical allusion to that spiritual 
Sarionr, of whom, in a. variety of respects, he was an 
eminent type." 

When Moses was apprized of his approaehing dissolu^ 
tion, he intreated the Lord to appoint a successor, and 
Joshua, at God's command, was set apart for the arduoua 
employment by a public ordination. He was placed be- 
fore the priest, while Mose& put his. hands upon him, and 
gare him a solemn charge as from the lips of the Almighty 
m the presence of all the people: ^Be stroi^ and of a 
goad courage: for then must go with tlus people unto the 
land which the Lord hath sworn unto tiieir fathers to give 
them, and thou s^alt cause them to inherit it. And the 
Loxd, he it is that doth go b^toe- Ijiee, he will be widi 
^bee, he will not &il thee^ neither Ibrsake thee: 
not, neither be dismayed." 

k2 
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At the death of this serrant of the Lord, Joshua entered' 
upon his arduous duties. Arduous indeed they were; 
under him was a perverse people unused to the art of 
war, and before him formidable nations to encounter. 
But he did not despair ; the special summons given to 
him from heaven was sufficient to overrule all objections. 
He was, moreover, strengthened in his work by a promise 
from the lips of God himself: ^' There shall not any man 
be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life : as I 
was with Moses, so will I be with thee : I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee." At the same time he was directed 
to make the law of God his constant study, and to "^ medi- 
tate therein day and night." Thus being appointed to his 
office, and instructed and encouraged in the discharge of 
the duties thereof, Joshua prepared the people for their 
passage over Jordan. This was at a time when that river 
overflowed its banks, and there were no human means for 
their conveyance. But this was no obstacle : Joshua, strong 
in faith believed^ and encouraged the people to expect^ that 
God would make a way for them. He led them to its 
margin (the priests taking the lead, bearing the ark of the 
Lord); and they had no sooner arrived there, than the 
waters divided, and they passed over ^dry-shod. This 
miracle was, doubtless, as great an encouragement to the 
Israelites, as it was astounding to the inhabitants of Canaan. 
They, it is said, were so alarmed, that " their heart melted, 
neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the 
children of Israel." And yet it did not prevent them from 
taking measures for their security against the invaders. 
This Joshua was aware of, and prepared himself for the 
contest ; Canaan he knew could be possessed only by a 
severe conflict : nor can the Christian vrarrior possess the 
heavenly Canaan without cont^ding with, and till he has 
overcome, his spiritual enemies. 

Ere Joshua commenced the battles of the Lord, he 
drcumcised all Israel, which rite had been a long time 
neglected; he also celebrated the Passover with great 
solemnity; after which, he encamped before Jericho, a 
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city of great strength. Here, as Joshua was sunrejing 
its fortifications, an angel appeared to him, haying a 
drawn sword in his hand; whom Joshua addressed, sup- 
posing it was a man, demanding whether he was for 
Israel or their foes. The angel replied, " Nay; hut as cap- 
tain of the host of the Lord, am I now come." At these 
words Joshua fell upon his face and worshipped, convinced 
that it was the Angel of the corenant who stood hefore 
him; he, who had delirered Israel out of Egypt, and was 
now come to put them in possession of Canaan. His 
homage was received, (a proof that the visitant was no 
created heing,) and Joshua was commanded, as Moses 
had heen in Horeh, to take off his shoes, hecause the 
place whereon he stood was holy. 

. The walled cities of Canaan had heen considered hy the 
Hebrews, great and insurmountable obstacles to the .con- 
quest of that country : but Moses had assured them, that 
these "cities, great and fenced up to heaven," should 
avail nothing before their Almighty Leader ; but that he 
should " destroy them, and bring them down before their 
faces." Thus it happened at Jericho; after the army had 
encompassed the city seven days, the priests going on and 
blowing with their trumpets, the walls fell down, and the 
city and inhabitants were utterly destroyed; and a curse 
was pronounced by Joshua, in the spirit of prophecy, upon 
whosoever should imdertake the rebuilding of it: the 
imprecation implied, that the man should lose all his sons 
in the course of the interdicted work; the eldest when he 
commenced, the rest during the progress of the work, 
and the last at its completion. This was fulfilled, five 
hundred years after his death, in the person of Hul, the 
Bethelite. Another party also was involved in this curse ; 
this hostile city, like all the other cities of the Canaanites, 
was devoted to God; that is, all that was therein, was 
either destroyed or devoted to the sanctuary; ani the 
people were strictly commanded not to take any part of 
the spoils. But Achan, a man of rank, regardless of this 
prohibition, took and concealed a mantle of Shinar, ^' two 
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hnndved shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of filly 
diekek weight." For ibis deed, the anger of the Ixnd 
was kindled against Israel; in consequence of wMdi, 
when they attai^ced Ai, ihej met with a repulse. The 
cause of this disaster was revealed to Joshua, and Achan 
was discoyered hj lot to be the guilty person, who haii 
taken ihe accursed ihing, for which he and his i&uniFf 
were doomed to die. This punishment may seem t» 
exceed the crime; hut when we consider that it was two- 
fold, — first hj taking a mantle which ought to have been 
destroyed, and secondly, the robbery and sacrilege of gold 
and silver, vidiich ought to have belonged to the sanctuary, 
it is no more tiran an act of strict justice. To this prin- 
ciple Joshua always strictly adheied, in aU his actionB; 
but in no instance is his regard for justice more remark- 
able, ihan in ihe transaction between him and the Gib- 
eonites. That people, alarmed at the success of Irsae!, 
in order to gain Jodiua's iriendship, resolved upon a 
stratagem, wh^eby he might be persuaded to enter into a 
treaty vrith them. They dressed themselTes in decayed 
garments, and put mouldy hread into old sados, and vnne 
in old bottles, and came to Joshua, representing them- 
selves strangers irom a far countiy, who had undertaken 
iheir journey to seek his friendship. Joshua and the eldexs 
of Israel believed -their tale, and entered into a ie£^e 
with them. It was, however, soon discovered thatt Idbey 
weie neighbours, who had thus imposed upon Joshua to 
save their fives. At this, the Israelites were enraged, 
and wished Joshua to annul Ihe treaty; but his regard 
for puhlic faith was too strong thus to violate ihe agree- 
ment, although it had been obtained by i&aud. He kept 
them under his protection ; and when the oliier Canaaniti&lL 
nations, displeased with them for making alliance with 
Israel, confederated against them, he marched against 
iheir enemies, and defeated them vtnhh great elaughter; 
thus evincing his regard for them as allies: nevertheless, 
he emp>loyed them in the service of the sanctuaiy, and 
th^ were regarded as servants. On die occasion of this 
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batde, a mizaole oocunped : as Joshua was pursuiDg thdr 
flykig hosts, strong in fikith, he exclaimed, '^ Sun, stand 
tbou still upon G^eom, and thou, Moon, in the vallej of 
Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the anoon stayed^ 
until the people had ayenged themselves npoai their 



There are some Who object to the truth of ihis, on the 
ground of its being iireconcilable with the ptinciples of 
astronomy. It is true, that the altematioin of day and 
nogbt is not produced by the sun's motion, but by ithe 
rotation ef the -earth upon its axis; so that it must 
have been Ihe earth, and not the sun; which stood stilL 
The difficulty, therdfcNre, arises ifrom Joshua's addressing 
the sun, and isot the earth. But this isacitstomaiymode 
of expression, not only in amoient times^ when little of 
asferonomy was known, but even now, and that among libe 
best informed. ^ If smy," it has been aptly observed, ^ If 
any general at the present ds^ felt auihorused, as Joshua 
did, to caQ upon the Creator of the imiverse to exert his 
almighty power in snspendii^ the operations of those 
laws which his wisdom has imposed on nature, he would, 
most likely, express himself as Joshua did, ' Sun, stand 
thou still,' and not ^ Earth, cease to revolve on thy axis.' " 
And does any one doubt, that He, who created the earHi 
and gave it motkn, could control, suspend, or alter that 
motion? That would be foolish, indeed! The miracle of 
suspending this terrestrial ball, is nothing compared with 
the miracle of its production. ^' He qyake, and it was^one ;" 
a world arose from nought. It was certainly an astomsAi<^ 
ing event, and so is every manifestation of the Divine 
power : ourselvos, and all created things around us, are 
wonders, which only His hand could produce. It is said, 
that the day was prolonged, '^ until the people had avenged 
themselves upon ^eir eaemies." But it was, {vobably, 
not for this purpose alone, that the IMvine power was 
dms exerted; taking it in another light, the miracle is far 
more appropriate, and more impressive. Hie Canaanites 
worshipped the sun and the moon, and these, by tlus 
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miracle, were demonstrated to be unable to protect their 
Totaries; to be the creatures of an Almighty hand, which 
could be rendered subservient to their ruin. But it must 
not be forgotten, that the Scripture account of this miracle, 
is not the only one on record. The Chinese annals pre- 
serve a tradition, that in the time of their Emperor Yao, 
whom their chronology places about the time of Joshua, 
the sun did not set for ten days. Changing days for 
hours, which may, it is thought, be an exaggeration, this 
statement, as nearly as possible, is coincident with the 
date and fact. Herodotus also relates, that he learned 
from Egyptian priests, that within the period of three 
hundred and forty-one generations the sun had set twice 
where he usually rises, and had risen twice where he usually 
sets. Ancient fables, also, seem to hare a reference to 
this event; so do some of the allusions of the ancient 
poets. Thus Homer makes Agamemnon pray; — 

Almighty Father, glorious above all, 

Cloud-girt, who dwell*st in heaven, thy throne sublime, 

Let not the sun go down, and night approach. 

Till Priam's roof fall flat into the flames. 

And when Jupiter promised the Trojans success till the 
going down of the sun, he makes Juno favour their adver- 
saries, by causing it to set before its time. 

, . . Majestic Juno sent the sun, 
Unwearied minister of light, although 
Reluctant, down into the ocean's sizeam. 

Again, on the night in which Ulysses slew the suitors of 
Penelope, he causes Minerva to lengthen the shadows of 
the night, by withholding the the sun from rising. 

> Minerva checked 

Night's almost finished course, and held, meantime, 

The golden dawn close prisoner in the deep ; 

Forbidding her to lead her coursers forth, 

Lampas and Phaethon, that furnish light , 

For aU mankind. Cowper. 

It is not necessary to follow Joshua through all his 
various battles; it is sufficient to say, that he obeyed the 
Lord s command, as captain of the Lord's hosl^ going 
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forth conquering and to conquer, till he had triumphed 
over all the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan. When this 
great work was accomplished, he divided the land by lot, 
to the different tribes, reserving no part for himself or 
femily. This was generous conduct, nor were the people 
lacking in generosity ; they had at length learned to be 
grateful. They bestowed on him Timnath-serah for his 
portion, at which place he rested from his warlike labours 
the remainder of his days. 

It is stated by Procopius, that the Phoenicians, who fled 
before the Hebrews into Africa, where they still dwell, 
have erected in Numidia two pillars, on which is this 
inscription; — " We are the Phoenicians, who fled before 
the robber Joshua, the son of Nun." Nor are the Phoe- 
nicians the only people who have thus aspersed this man of 
God. Infidels of every age, have designated him as a 
ferocious marauder, devoid of justice and humanity. But 
if Joshua is what they represent him to be, how much 
more so is Titus, whose cruelty to the Jews, when their 
capital fell into his hands, far exceeded that of Joshua to 
the Canaanites: and yet Titus is an object of admiration 
to these very men, who traduce Joshua ! Say what they 
will, 'Joshua and Titus both, were instruments in the hands 
of God, to punish a people whose cup of wickedness was 
filled up ; and none can dispute, that God, as Governor 
of the universe, has a right to pimish its inhabitants for 
their iniquities. The fate of the Canaanites has been the 
fate of other nations, whose crimes have reached unto 
heaven, and will be so to the end of time, that man may 
know " there is a God that judgeth in the earth." 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan his works in vain ; 
Qod is his own interpreter, 

And he will make it plain. Cowpbr. 

The purport of his judgment on the Canaanites, is 
plain: it was for their enormous crimes; it was to preserve 
his people from idolatry, by removing those who would 
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for erer li&ye led Hiem astray ; and it was also to iBq^ress 
upon their minds an abiding sense of the heinonsness of 
their offences. 

Josephus states, that the first division of Canaan among 
the tribes of Israel took place five years after the passage 
of the Jordan, and that Joshua surrired this event twenty 
years. This space of time he spent in ihe bosom of tran- 
quillity, enjoying the satisfiiction of having so discharged 
his public duties as to gain the gratitude of Israel, and 
the approbation of his God ; and establishing the nattion 
in the fear and pure worship of Jehovah. While he lived, 
the people were obedient and ^prosperous, and with the 
exception of a few individual idolaters, the rest remained 
in the true worship. How anxious Joshua was to pre« 
serve them in the right way, is manifested by the last acts 
of his life; twice, in the prospect of death, he convened 
a general assembly to inculcate on the rulers fidelity to 
God, and a strict observance of his law. At the conclu- 
sion of his last address, affcer having besought them to 
weigh well what God demanded of them, and to make 
a right choice of religion, he added, whatever their deter- 
mination might be, he and his household would serve the 
Lord. Deeply affected by this address, the people catch- 
ing, as it were, his spirit, with one voice exclaimed, that 
they also would serve the Lord their God, and obey his 
voice. These vows were sealed by a solemn covenant, 
after which they departed, every man to his own inheii- 
tance, and Joshua returned to his own house. Here the 
hero died, at the age of one hundred and ten years^ 
lamented by all Israel. 

What Joshua was to the Hebrews of old, Jesus is to 
the Christian church; he is the captain of the. Lord's 
host; as such, he appeared .to Joshua while meditating the 
siege of Jericho, and as such, he now appears to the be- 
liever ; he calls him out to a vrarfare wil^ the world, the 
fiesh and the devil, ikoae spiritual Amorites ; and engages 
to make him more than conqueror arex them, and to lead 
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Inm BOfel J through the Jordan of death, unto the hea- 
▼oaly Canaan, where foes no more may disturh his peace ; 
under his hanner therefore, 

Undaunted to liie field he goes ; 

Yet Tain were skill and tbIoqt there, 
UnleBB to foil his legion foes, 

The trustiest weapons were — ^all prayer. 

With this omnipotence he moves. 

From this the alien armies flee ; ' 
Till more than oonqneror he proves. 

Through Christ, who gives him victory. — Montgomb&t« 



SAMSON. 



Oh glorious strength, 

Put to the labour of a beast, debased 
Lower than bond slave ! Promise was, that]! 
.Should Israel from Philistian yi^ deliver ! 
Ask for this great deliverer now, and find him 
Eyeless in Gkiza, at the mill with sUves ; 
Himself in bonds under Philistian yoke ! — ^Milton. 

BoBN, A. M. 2849. DiSD, 2887. 



Although the Israelites had promised Joshua that ihej 
would serre the Lord, and although they had ratified that 
promise hy a solemn tow at the altar ; hut a short time 
elapsed after the death of that pious hero, before there 
was an awful declension in their state and character. 
The worship of God was neglected for idol worship, and 
tiheie was oonfiision in their civil policy, ^ everj man did 
that which was right in his own eyes ;" but they did not 
transgress with impunity; they were often giren oyer 
into the hand of the heatiiesn, and they ^lihat hated them 
znled oyer them. And yet th^ were not utterly forsaken ; 
when they besought the interposition of heayen, the Ijord 
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saved tbem bj deliyerers called Judges. These were not 
stated rulers, but occasional protectors, raised up to exe- 
cute the purposes of heayen, either in effecting a reforma* 
tion, or rescuing the nation from destruction. Such was 
Samson, the most remarkable character of all the Jewish 
heroes. He, while all the other judges were assisted by 
armies in the overthrow of their oppressors, was destined 
to save the nation b j his single arm alone ; a proof that 
victory belongeth unto God only, whatever be the force 
employed. A single arm of flesh nerved by his spirit, 
was more formidable to the enemies of Israel, than the 
force of the whole nation going out to battle against their 
foes without his aid. 

The circumstances attending the birth of Samson are 
very striking. While the Israelites were groaning under 
the yoke of Philistia for their transgressions, one day an 
angel appeared to the wife of Manoah, a pious Danite, 
and informed her, that she, who had hitherto been child- 
less, should have a son, who should begin to deliver Israel 
from their oppressors. He then charged her not to drink 
wine or strong drink, to consecrate the child to God, 
and to bring him up as a Nazarite. This circumstance 
she related to Manoali, who besought the Lord that the 
man might appear again, and give still further instruc- 
tions concerning the education of the child. His prayer 
was heard ; the angel, in the presence of Manoah and his 
wife, repeated his intimations, with an injunction to ob- 
serve them. Thinking it was a man of like passions with 
themselves who addressed them, Manoah and his wife 
earnestly entreated him to stay till they had dressed a kid 
for his entertainment, but he assured them he would not 
eat with them, and directed them to offer it up as a burnt 
offering to the Lord. This Manoah did, upon a rock or 
large mass of stone, which occur frequently in the plains 
of Judea, and which are well adapted to serve as occa- 
sional altars. While it was yet burning, and the flame 
went upward toward heaven, the angel ascended in it, 
and Manoah and his wife were so terrified that they fell 
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on their faces, convinced they had seen an angel of God. 
Manoah indeed concluded that they should die, hut his 
wife wisely reasoned, that if that had heen intended, God 
would not have accepted their offering or have given 
them such information. During the next year Samson 
was horn, and he spent his infancy at Mahane-dan, or the 
camp of Dan, which was situated between Zorah and 
Eshtaol. His parents, it appears, were very scrupulous 
in discharging the duties imposed upon them, and doubt- 
less informed him of his destined work. This his youth 
indicated ; his mind early displayed extraordinary bravery, 
and his body was endowed with supernatural strength ; 
he was, we may also conclude, a pious youth. 

The manner in which the bravery of Samson was 
called into action is most remarkable, and demonstrates 
the hand of an overruling Providence. When arrived at 
manhood, he chose for his wife a daughter of Philistia, to 
which choice his parents, after much remonstrance on 
their part and much entreaty on his, gave consent : this 
appeared most unfavourable to the fulfilment of the pre- 
diction, " that he should deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the PMlistines ;" nevertheless, the word of God was gone 
forth, and no untoward event could alter the decree. 

One circumstance which happened about this time 
must not be omitted. Going one day with his parents to 
see his bride, he turned aside out of the way, and a young 
lion (not a whelp, but one arrived at its full strength and 
size) sprang upon him from its lair, roaring to devour him. 
Nothing daunted, without even so much as a staff in his 
hand, he grappled with the fririous beast, and rent him as 
he would a kid, and yet he deemed the circumstance too 
trifling to relate to his parents, but proceeded on his jour- 
ney as though nothing had happened. At this visit the 
damsel was betrothed to Mm, and when the time was 
elapsed between the betrothal and marriage, (probably 
about ten months) he returned with his parents to cele- 
brate the nuptials, and as he was going he very naturally 
tamed aside to see the lion he had slain, and 
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Behold a prodigy ! for, from within. 

The broken bowels and the bloated aidn, 

A buzzing sound of bees his ears alarms, 

Straight isBoing from tiiesidfi niginmMinggwnn&>— Detdsn. 

He took of the honey, part o£ yrhioL he ate hinudf, aad 

part of which, he gave to hia paxents, still keeping the oir- 

cumstance a secret. But though he kept it a seorety it 

led to most important results,, and it was the precursor of 

his triumphs over the Philistines. When the marriege^ 

was celebrated, Samson was attended by thirty young! 

men of Timnadi, who entertained each oiiier with ziddl^flv. 

a custom not only among the Philistines^ but among tiie- 

tPhcenicians, the E^ptians, the Greeks, and other nations. 

The questions put were always difficult and obscure, md 

to the solution of whidh a reward was annexed equimlent 

to the forfeiture which ioability incnxred. Among those 

proposed, Samson gave one,, which if they should solve in 

seven days, he promised to present them with tlnrtj 

dresses, but if not, they were to forfeit the same numhec 

to him. This was suggesdied to him by the caacaae of the 

lion, and the bees which swarmed therein; it ran thoff:. 

^' Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 

came forth sweetness." Long time did these young mea 

study to unravd the meaning of tkis riddle,, but it was-to 

no purpose. They therefore entreated his wife to assist 

them; and not finding her willing, they threatened ta 

bum her and her father s house with fire if she dii 

not obtain them the solution. Alarmed at. their threat^ 

by much weeping and solicitation, she gained the isfeir«- 

mation for them, and on the seventh day they came tor 

Samson, and inquired, in reply to his [question, ^' What 

is sweeter than honey, and what is stronger than a liea?" 

Feeling assured that they had gained the solution fi-oift 

his wife, he replied in metaphorical language, that hadl 

they not ploughed witib. his heifer they had not solved has 

riddle. He then went down to Ascalon, ^a^e chief city of 

one of the five principalities of the Philistines, and Aef99 

thirty of its ii]iiafaitant8, and returned, and gave their 
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clothes to his companions. For her treachexj he left his 
wife, and reti]3?ned home with his parents. 

This was the commencement of the hreaoh hetween 
him and the Philistines^ and it was widened bj his 
&liher-in-law's conduct^ who, supposing iiuA Samson had 
deserted his. wife entiselj, gaye her to one of his thirty 
companions ; thi» Samson, discoyeised, when^ on relenting, 
he returned to yint her; and bent on nerenge, with others 
that he employed, (for in the Scriptures, a person is con- 
tinually represented as doing what he had. directed to be 
done by others,) he caught thiee bundled foxes, and 
fastening them tail to tail, or in such a manner that they 
might run deyiously and sloidiy side by side, and placing 
a fire-brand between them, he let them loose upon the 
Philistines' standing com, which being ripe, was quickly 
consumed ; so also, were their Tines and their oliye trees. 
This many hare objected to ; but it is Tery easy to sup* 
pose that such a number might be soon obtained, since 
titey prowl about in that country in lai^C' packs by day, 
awl conceal themsehres by nig^t in holes and comers 
where they may be very easily captured. 

But to return to the Philistines ; when they had disco- 
vered that it was Samson who had done this deed in revenge 
fi>r the injuries received, they came and burned his wife 
and her father with fire. Thus the threat which had be- 
fore frightened Samson's bride into treachery, was now 
executed, in consequence of the results that treachery 
psoduced. It is not easy to say what was the precise 
motiTe for this act; it might be to propitiate Samson 
whom they now began to dread ; but if it was^ it had not 
tiie> desired effect The hero, thinking he had not suffi- 
dendy availed himself of the oeca«on for the avenging of 
Israel, '^ smote them hip and thi^" as Scripture exr 
prasses it, ^ with a great slao^ter;" after which he went 
and dwelt alone in the rodk Stam, near Jerusalem. For 
these deeds the Philistines at length took up arms against 
biael ; tibey invaded Judah, and demanded that Samson, 
liiejr destroyer, i^uld be delivered up to them 
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strange to say, the Israelites, although they had such a 
champion among them, went up to the top of the rock 
and hound him for that purpose. Great was the joy of 
the Philistines when they receiyed him from his ungrate- 
ful countrymen's hands; hut it was soon turned into 
mourning. He snapped the cords wherewith he was 
hound, and seizing a jaw-hone which lay hard hy his feet, 
he slew a thousand of them. When he had finished his 
mighty work, he cast away his weapon and called the 
place Ramath-lehi, " the hill of the jaw-bone." He had 
no sooner done this than he fainted with thirst ; '^ but God, 
claye an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came 
water thereout ;" and to commemorate the event, Samson 
" called the name thereof Enhakkore," — " the well of him 
that cried." 

Thus far the conduct of Samson, although he had per- 
haps done foolishly in marrying a daughter of Philistia, 
had not been criminal ; we may indeed conclude that it 
was correct in the sight of God. But alas! Samson, 
though of such invincible courage, was nevertheless liable 
to be seduced from the paths of virtue by the allurements 
of vice. At Gaza, the capital of the most southern part 
of the Philistine principalities, he was ensnared by female 
artifice, and for awhile he lodged in the house of a harlot; 
which, but for an overruling Providence, had been his ruin. 
Having intelligence thereof, the Gazites set a watch at 
their gates to kill him when he should come forth in the 
morning ; but, obtaining notice of their design, he arose 
at midnight and took the gates of their city, posts, bar and 
all, and carried them to the top of the Idll Hebron, be- 
tween twenty and thirty miles distant. This ought to 
have taught him to shun evil company, lest he should 
provoke God to leave him ; but it had no such effect, for 
shortly after he formed an acquaintance with one Delilah, 
of the valley of Sorek, whom the Philistines corrupted by 
large bribes to seduce him into a confession of his means 
of strength. For awhile he suspected her treachery, 
and three times imposed upon her with-a subterfuge ; at 
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length, bowerer, overcome by her constant flatteries and 
importunities, he revealed the secret, telling her that if 
his head was shorn, he should he as another man, since 
his state of Nazariteship would he broken and he shotdd 
be deprived of the invigorating powers of the Holy 
Spirit. Strange indeed must have been the infatuation 
which beclouded the mind of Samson to have made such 
a confession to one, whom he must have known, had he 
considered one moment, would deprive him of that 
strength that her country might suffer no more from his 
powerful arm. This, the first &vourable moment, was 
effected ; while slumbering she caused him to be deprived 
of the seven locks of his head, an operation which the 
oriental barbers do with so much ease, that the most deli- 
cate sleeper would scarce be awakened. When this was 
completed, she awoke him with an alarm that the Philis- 
tines were near, and he arose to bestir himself in self- 
defence, but it was in vain, his strength was diminished, 
the Lord was departed from him ; his exulting foes now 
rushed in, and apprehending him, put out his eyes, and 
then carried him to Gaza, and made him grind in their 
prison-house at their corn-mill as a slave. 

Very painful must have been his reflections while in 
this debased condition on his past misconduct ; but hap- 
pily they brought repentance, and with repentance came 
pardon. After he had been here about a year, with the 
growth of his hair his strength returned ; not that we are 
to suppose the loss cc his hair in itself deprived him of 
that strength, only as it took from him the condition of a 
Nazarite, with which it pleased Grod to connect the extra- 
ordinary physical powers with which he was invested. If 
then, we find Samson again strong after the growth of his 
hair, we should understand that the hero, moved to re- 
pentance, renewed his vow of Nazariteship, and God saw 
proper to accept his vow, and to reinvest him with the 
powers with which he had so wantonly trifled. 

Not knowing that bis strength was restored, or not 
fearing it on account of his blindness, the Philistines 
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fimerrei m soleBm ihankBgiTiiig to Dagoa their god, for 
deUreriBg him into iheir hands, and Sanson was called for 
to the temple (<m the roof of which they were assembled) 
to amuse them, pxobahlj bj exhibiting feats of strength. 
Aflfcer being ruddy intuited by his exulting foes, he desired 
Ae boj who led him, to lend him a guiding hand ^ a 
Uttle onward' to the two middle pillars, which were the 
principal support of the roof, that he might lean upon 
Aem. He did so, and fiamson, afiter uttering a short 
prayer, bowed himself with all his might, and pulled down 
the pillars, which inyolred the whole buildii^ in a mass 
of ruin, killing those that were thereon and diose under* 
neath, to the number of many thousands. He slew in- 
deed, at his death, more than he had slain during his life. 
Thus died Samson after judging Israel twenty years, and 
living thirty-eight, and when his friends heard of his dea<^, 
they came and earned away his corpse and buried it in the 
tomb of his fathers. 

That Samson was a true belieyer, notwithstanding his 
great firalts, is plain, by his being classed by. the apostle 
Paul wiiJi those holy men of God, whof obtained a good 
report through fedth. He sinned, it is true, greatly sin- 
ned, but he sought and obtained mercy. Let us take 
warning by his &11, and not eyen cast our eyes upon the 
blandishments of vice; but should we in an eyil hour be 
tempted to go astray, let us also take encouragement from 
his example, and seek forgiveness at the hands of a mer- 
ciful Qod, in foil assurance that he will reinstate us in his 
£ivour and make our ways perfect. 
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*rh6 uumeiB, language, eustoms^ all 

Familiar habits prized, 
Sly her, at filial daty's call, 

Were freely sacrifioed ; 
E'en Moab*B ^ods she ooold fonake, 

Lottg worshipped as her owa. 
And for her lot and pottioii take 

Her parent's God alone. — Eabton. 

Siqtposed to have liv«d about a* it. 27601 



Amomo the many infltances of female exceUence presented 
to our notice in the wwd of God, that of Ruth takes a 
pKHttinent ^ace. Once an idolater ; she forsook ^e godg 
of her coontij for the worship of die one tnie God; for 
whichfgreat honours were conferred upon her. She became 
a mother of pnnces in Israel, and her name is immortaiixed 
in the genealogy of the Messiah. 

The circumstances of her life, which occurred in the 
time of the Judges^ are recorded in that beautiful narra^ 
tire which bears her name, and which forms an entire 
book of the sacred canon. The precise date of the erents 
is uncertain; the general opinion is that they occurred in 
the time of Gideon ; but the only data on which an esti-' 
mate may be formed is, that Ruth was the mother of 
Obed, the flEtther of Jesse, Dayid's father, and that Jesse 
was an old man while Dayid was yet a youth. CNF the 
narrative itself it may be remarked, that it exhibits a 
pleasing picture of the rural manners of antiquity. 

Elimelech, a person of iiote in Bethlehem Judah, during 
a famine, disposed of his patrimonial estates, and sought 
with his family a refuge among the idolatrous Moabites. 
Here he ended his days, leaving ,two sons, Mahlon and 
CShilion, to protect their aged mother; who, when they 
anired at man's estate, took wives from among the daugh- 
ter of Moab, soon after which they died leaving no issue. 
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Thus deprived of protectors and earthly comforts, in a 
strange land, and hearing that the Lord had yisited her 
people vnth hread, Naomi very naturally turned her 
thoughts towards her native home; and she resolved, 
fearless alike of the distance and the dangers of the way, 
to return thither. This resolution she disclosed to her 
daughters-in-law Orpah and Ruth; and here the character 
of the latter opens to us. Both expressed their attach- 
ment to Naomi, and their willingness to forsake their 
country and their friends to accompany her, which Naomi 
at first allowed them to do ; hut when they had proceeded 
^art of the way she intreated them to return, expressing 
her gratitude for the kindness they had shown to herself 
•and her offspring. Deep must have heen the attachment 
of hoth these females to their mother-in-law, for we rea^ 
that when she addressed them thus, they wept. But tl<e 
attachment of Ruth was the most sincere; she, while 
Orpah kissed Naomi and departed, in the emphatic lan- 
guage of Scripture, '^ clave unto her." Still Naomi was 
unwilling to take Ruth from her friends and her native 
country to endure want in a laud of strangers, she there- 
fore urged her to follow the example of Orpah, she ^' is 
gone hack unto her people," said she, '^ and to her gods, 
therefore return thou after thy sister-in-law." 

The gods of Moah ! What were these dumh idols and 
destructive demons to Ruth ? The truth is, she had been 
instructed in the worship of the God of Israel, the foun- 
tain of life and happiness, by the family of Naomi, and 
was converted to their faith. On the principles of religion, 
therefore, her attachment to Naomi was founded, and 
these are ties which cannot easily be broken. The very 
mention of returning to the gods of Moab was sufficient 
to fix her in her purpose of going from them. " Entreat 
me not," she replied, ^^ entreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I 
will go ; and where diou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God : Where thou 
diest will I die, and there ^nll I be buried : the Lord do 
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BO to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and 
me." This was a noble resolution, and it had its effect 
upon Naomi ; she entreated her no more to return, but 
allowed her to proceed with her to Bethlehem Judah, 
whither, by the good proyidence of God, they safely 
arriyed, after an absence on Naomi's part of ten years. 

Doubtless, this space of time had made some altera- 
tions in the person of Naomi, but affliction had done 
more ; her sorrows had been no common sorrows, and she 
had felt them deeply; they had made indeed such rayages 
in her countenance, that when the inhabitants of BetUe- 
hem crowded around her, they exclaimed, ^' Is this Naomi r 
That it was Naomi, her answer abundantly testified, for 
the question seemed to recall to the memory of the good 
woman her former prosperity, the sufferings she had en- 
dured, and to open her wounds afresh. But though she 
felt and mourned her losses she did not sinfully repine ; her 
moanings were blended with pious sentiments, and she ac- 
knowledged the hand of God in her afflictions. She an- 
swered unto them, ^^ Gall me not Naomi, call me Mara, 
for the Almighty hath dealt yery bitterly witii me. I went 
out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again empty: 
why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me ?" 

The return of Naomi was at the time of barley haryest, 
a time in which we should expect man would imitate the 
beneficence of his maker ; but it was not so with the 
Bethlehemites; they recognised Naomi as an old acquaint- 
ance, but they suffered her to retire to an obscure cottage, 
unbefriended ; but her Maker was her husband, and he 
was about to proyide for her in a bountiful manner. The 
law of Moses directed yery liberal treatment of the poor 
during the ingathering of the haryest ; the comers of the 
field were to be left unreaped ; the owner was prohibited 
firom gleaning therein, and if a sheaf was accidentally left 
there, it was not to be* fetched away, but left for the poor. 
The priyilege also of following the reapers while at their 
work to pick up the straggling ears, was conceded to them, 
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tioi as a rij^t» but as a &Toiir gianted to penoas the 
owner might viih to befiriend. This oceuxred to Butib^ 
and she soliotted Nasoni's pennisBioii to glean a few eais 
after him in whose sight she migh^peidiance find ^in'oiir. 

This <»icumstance is a reij pleasing trait in the chanus 
of Bnth; she wonld not eren undertake this hiwfol act 
for their mntoal support, althoagh the j were reduced to 
such abject poTerty, without the consent of NaomL WeH 
wotdd it be, if aU females would follow her example^ 
smd seek adyioe at the hand of their para&ts, in aQ their 
undertakings; if they did so, thej might rest assured a 
blessing firom heayen would attend them, as it did Rutk. 
As might be expected, Naomi gaye her consent to Ruth's 
propoul, and she set out on her humUe but hoosest em- 
ployment, and a kind Providence directed her to that paoifc 
of the ^Ml (the aiable land haying no endosure in tiM 
East) which belonged to Boaz, a near relation of EIimeledh» 
of whose serrant, who was set oyer the reaper^ 

Enjoying mute th» order of tiie fiokd, 
she obtained pennission to glean. 

She had not been here long before the same kindProfi* 
denoe that had directed her to the field of Boaz, guided his 
footsteps to the part where she gleaned. After the usual 
deyout sahilaticais of this ^ mighty man of wealth" and his 
labourers,—" The Lord be withfyou," and, ** The Lord 
bless thee,* obserying among the gleaners a female whose 
appearance betokened that she had seen better days, he 
inquired of the steward who she was, and was informed 
that it was the Moabitish damsel that had shown such 
finendship for NaomL Boaz, it appears, had heard of the 
circumstance, and, moyed with compassion towards her, 
he encouraged her to glean in no other field, hut to abide 
by his maidens, and to take of the proyisions prorided 
for those who worked in the fiekL Astonished at his 
generosity, Ruth bowed herself to the ground before him, 
and poured forth her gxatitude for his kindness, expressing 
her surprise that he should take notice of her, seeing she 
was a strange* Boas assured her that he had heard of 
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ket filkd aitadkmeiiifi to NacHui, and expressed his wana* 
es€ approbadoa of her cmiduct ; and to enfioviage her^ the 
good man pouiedi^zth this beantifal piayvr on her b^alf; 
^ The Locd recootpense thj woric, and a fnll reward be 
giren thee of the Lord €k)d of Israel, under whose wings- 
thou art come to trost" He then commanded the reapers 
to let &1I sooM handfnls on purpose for her. 

Thus waft Ruth employed until the erening, at which 
time she returned home laden with com, and r^ied all 
that had ha|^ened to her to Naomi, who imnediatelj 
saw that her sorrows were about to be turned into J07, 
and she exdaimed, in the fuhiess <^ her heart, ^ Blessed 
he he of the Lord, who hatii noi left off his kindness 
to the hmtg aad the dead." The expectations of thk 
good womaa were soon realised. 

There were two remarkable statutes in the IsraeKtifik 
Qode ; the one waa, if the elder brani^ of a family sold 
ik landsy the next of kin ccmld redeem them, and if he 
was unwilling, the pcmlege descended to tibe next in soo^ 
ceasioa. The other law was, if the elder brother died! 
duLdksS) tibe next of kin was in duty bound to many her, 
Of if he faodied, Hub duty devolyed on the next in succes* 
sien, and in tlda latter position^ Boas stood with NaomL 
With the obligation of these statutes, Naomi was well ac- 
^paainted, but as she was now too aged to think of niairy- 
mgy, she waived ha: right in £iTOur of Biith. She directed 
his llter^re to ehaage her attire, and to enter the thresh- 
i^g-floor where Boas reposed in tiie erenaoig to obtain the' 
advantage ef tiie eool breezes ; and Ruth went and lay 
eneswke at his feet,, hffcing up and drawing over her the 
extremity of his covering ; thus> dedanng herself subject 
te 1^ direction and coBitrol of Boaz, and assuming a 
iigjbt to his protection. When he awoke he was asto- 
inahed to find a female at his feet, but discovering who 
she was, and hearing her claim upon him, he promised to 
fiil£l the law, should the nearer kinsman &il in laaa duty. 
He therefore allowed her to rest under his protection; till ^ 
the morning, and then sent her home vnth a present. 
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According to our own usages and ideas this transaction 
maj appear strange, and inconsistent with that simplicitj 
of rural manners of which this book affords so pleasing a 
picture. Oar usages, however, differ widely from those 
of the East. Tried bj thexe^ there is nothing in it which 
can be considered in the slightest degree improper; it was 
merely a process conformable to general usage, to remind 
Boaz of the relatiye position in which they stood, and to 
claim from him the performance of that duty which de- 
Tolyed upon him as kinsman of her deceased husband, 
which duty Boaz hastened to perform. The same day he 
called his relation before the elders of the city, and found 
him willing indeed to redeem the land, but unwilling to 
perform his relatiye duties ; it therefore deyolved upon 
him, and Boaz married Ruth. Thus was her fidelity tQ 
Naomi rewarded; she .was raised from a state of abjeci 
poyerty, to be the wife of the most wealthy Bethlehemite. 

Yeiy high indeed was the encomium this good and piouEi 
man passed upon Ruth: ''All the city of my people doth 
know that thou art a virtuous woman," for the price of a 
yirtuous woman is '' far aboye rubies." This it was that 
determined Boaz in his choice; had she been otherwise, 
we may rest assured that his duties, howeyer binding, 
had been left unfulfilled. 

The marriage of Boaz and Ruth was blessed with a son, 
to whom the name of Obed was given, whom Naomi laid 
in her bosom and nursed. Yes, Naomi was still the friend 
of Ruth, was still united to her in the bonds of religious. 
loye, which only death could sever. In her society, par- 
taking of her prosperity, the evening of her days was 
compensated for all the sorrows she had endured in the 
land of Moab. Ruth was indeed abundantly rewarded by 
the God of Israel, for whom she had renounced all things ; 
and her dutiful conduct, her unshaken fidth, and each 
action of her life which stands recorded in the Scriptures, 
is preserved as an example to her sex throughout all 
jjenerations. 
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Parental love, what art thou, say ! 

Too oft thou art a traitor — ^who 
Prevents man by thy gentle sway, 

From giving God h^ due. 

By thee did good old Eli fall, 

Through tn^ his offspring became vile; 
He kept them not at duty's call, 

For him thou didst beguile. 

This brought down judgments on his head— 
Upon Ms nation and his race ; 

Jud^ents which no atonement made. 
Could afterwards efface. 

For this Philistia spoiled the land. 
His impious sons fell side by side. 

The ark of Grod was taken — and 
The good transgressor died. 



Born, a.m. 2888. Died, 



The Scriptures present character to us in such an endless 
Tarietj, that it would be no easy task to assign to each its 
proper place. It is not, indeed, for man to sit in judgment 
upon his fellow, man; that would be arrogating to himself 
Heaven's high' prerogative, in which he would doubtless 
err. Bj the Almighty alone are actions justly weighed, 
and it is for each man to take care, that when his are laid 
in the balance they may not be found wanting. He may 
indeed, and it is right he should, scan the good and the 
evU in the character of others as they appear or are re- 
corded, that he may follow the example or take warning, 
and shape his course accordingly, but no further is he pri- 
vileged to go. And great indeed is this privilege : had 
those good men of old of whom we read, been thus blest 
with example, many of the errors they fell into would 
doubtless have been avoided. In the character before us 
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we shall discorer a mixture of good and enl; but of Eli 
it may be justlj said, that 

E*en his fiuliiigs leaned to virtue's side.— GRildsmith. 

Eli was one of the judges of Israel under their theocra- 
tical government. In him also was blended the two prin* 
dpal offices, ciyil and ecdesiastical; he was both judge 
and high*priest. In this latter capacity, while presiding 
oyer the service at Shiloh, he is first introduced to our 
notice in the Sacred Hi£^ory. Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel, was pouring out her soul before ihe Lord in a 
whispering tone, witii such agitated fervour, that Eli con- 
dudeds he was in a state of intexicatioB ; it became him, 
therefore, as a minister of religi<», to reprore her, and he 
addressed himself to her in terms of serere censure. 
But the judgment and the censure were rash; he was 
wounding one who was alreadj wounded, and whose 
wounds he ought to haye bound up by the words of conso* 
lation. Eli was, howeyer, open to conviction; Hannah 
declared her integrity, and revealed her sorrows to him, 
and Eli retracted his rebuke, and gaye her his priestly 
benediction. The burden of Hannah's prayer was a child, 
which vras graciously answered ; and in the gratitude of 
her heart she devoted the dhild to the service of the Lord. 
For this pious deed the aged priest discovered an affiM>> 
tionate regard for the parents; vrith Samuel also he was 
pleased, because the chHd deligltted in the services of Ae 
sanctuary. This was certainly a mad: of piety in Eli : for 
to love the servants of Grod because they delight in his 
ways, is an indubitable proof of lore to God. 

But very different was the conduct of the sons of Eli^ 
Hophni and Phinehas, to the conduct of Samuel : they a]M 
were admitted into the priesthood, and were emjdoyed in 
holy things; but "they were sons of Belial," men who 
knew not the Lord. In other words: while they were 
appointed to instruct others in the ways of Qod, they 
themselyes vrare utter strangers to those wajrs. Tfaejjr 
were guilty, indeed, of the most flagrant abuses of the 
services of the tahemaele, and through their evil deeds^ 
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religion was braught into contempt, and the consequence 
was, the (Mrdinances were neglected, and the Isia^tes 
were confirmed in their profaneness. 

And was, then, Eli acquainted with the conduct of his 
sons? He was, and '^ he restrained them not." Doubtless 
it caused him much grief, but it was not eiBO«^h for him 
lo mourn oyer their depravitj : it was hk duty as their 
parent, and a& the judge and h%h-prie8t <rf the nation, to 
interpose his authoritj for the preyention of their Crimea 
We read, indeed, that he reprimanded i^m with great 
seriousness, representing the heinousness and danger of 
their conduct; but it w^ not till thw abuses were made 
public, and the outcry against them was genoal, and eyea 
then his words were too gentle for the occasion. The 
criminals should haye been brought to justice bja rigorous 
exertion of his authoittj, but throu^ eyemueh fondness 
they were lefik unpunished. This was the great blot upeai 
the character of Eli* He neglected his parental, his 
priestly, and his magisterial duties to shieU his offspring 
from punishment justly due' for titeir ofiences ; thus be* 
traying a disregard for the honour of Gbd and the interest 
of religion. 

This, as might be expeeted, brovight down a heayy 
judgmmt upon Eli; the erimes of Hophni and Phinehas 
were so flagrant, and the remissness of Eli so culpahk, 
that the Almighty determined to yindicate his own 
eause, and accordi^y sent his prophet with an express 
coosonand to reproye him« In the addiv^ss deliyered to 
him, as from the Hps of God himself, he was reminded of 
the £EkTours conferred upon his i^mily, and their ingrati-* 
tude in abusing their priyileges. He yras diarged as an 
aceom^ke in ^e iniquity of his sons because he had not 
preyeirted ihem, and was condemned for honouxiog th^n 
SKore than God, because he regarded their interests in not 
depriying^them of o£lce, and had suffered them to bring 
dii^onour on his services. It was theref(»:e decreed that 
Aey dbould be spoiled of their glory, that he should be a 
witness of the desolati^a of the sanctuary, and a destruc- 
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tion of the people and his own household; that he should 
be deprived of the power he possessed; that his posterity 
should be reduced to want, and die in the flower of their 
age, and that Hophni and Phinehas, whom he had spared, 
should perish in one day. 

It is thought these judgments were suspended for some 
years before their execution. This might be in mercy to 
Eli, that he might alter his conduct and seek to amend 
that of his sons : but he had either lost all control over 
them, or he was too infirm to exert himself, or what 
was still more sad, continued remiss in his duties, for 
no amendment took place. At length God sent him 
another warning, and that by the child Samuel. To him 
God expressed his determination to execute the sentence 
pronounced upon Eli and his house, and no mediation 
should avert it ; and it was alleged to be the principal 
cause of the coming calamities, that his sons made them- 
selves vile, and he exercised not his authority to restrain 
them; thus his foolish indulgence proved his ruin, and 
that also of his offspring. 

But while we censure the conduct of Eli in regard to 
his sons, we must admire the unfeigned piety some parts 
of his histoiy indicates : when he heard the denimciation 
against himself and family from the lips of young Samuel^ 
there was no envy qf^ or anger at^ the instrument God had 
chosen to express his will; all was meek submission. He 
appears, indeed, to have been convinced of his guilt, and 
to have cast himself without hope of mercy at his feet, 
ready to suffer whatever he thought proper to inflict; for 
he^replied to the prediction, '' It is the Lord: let him do 
what seemeth him good." 

The sequel is most affecting: soon after this latter 
denunciation there was war between the Hebrews and 
Philistines, and the latter were victorious. Confounded at 
their defeat, the elders of Israel (borrowing the unhappy 
idea from their idolatrous neighbours, who carried their 
idols with them in the wars, imagining that the efficient 
power of their gods was more concentrated when associated 
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-with their images,) proposed to fetch the ark of God. This 
was agreed to, and Hophni and Phinehas conducted it to 
the field of battle. But vain were the symbols without 
the presence of Jehovah; they had deserted Him, and He 
now deserted them. They fought, and were conquered : 

He delivered his ark to the enemy's hand, 
His glory went down to the Philistine's land, 
He gave up their hosts to the glittering sword, 
His inheritance bowed to the wrath of the Lord. 

While the battle was raging, Eli was sitting on a seat 
by the way-side, anxiously watching for a messenger, and 
trembling for the safety of the ark of God; at length a cry 
of distress was heard, and a messenger arrived, who 
brought the &tal news that Israel had fled before the Phi- 
listines, that there had been » great slaughter among the 
people, and that Hophni and Phinehas were dead. This 
was mournful tidings to Eli, but there was still something 
unrelated that caused him greater anguish, — the ark of 
God was taken. The Philistines in appearance had tri- 
umphed over the God of Israel, the Divine ordinances 
were removed, and all that was valuable lost, and that 
through his neglect of duty. This was more than he 
could bear; overcome by deep-felt anguish, he fell back- 
ward, ''and his neck brake, and he died," after having 
attained the age of ninety-eight years, during forty of 
which he judged Israel. 

The example of Eli is a warning to all Christian pa- 
rents, ministers and magistrates, not to do the work of the 
Lord deceitfully. It is indeed an evil and a bitter thing 
to neglect a plain duty; and no duty is plainer, than, that 
they should exercise that influence which they possess, for 
the direction and restraint of those under them, with a 
supreme regard to the glory of God. Scripture teems with 
injunctions to this effect, and if they are neglected, we 
may rest assured, as He visited Eli for these things, so will 
God visit them. It is true Eli gave evidence of piety, 
even at his death, and doubtless had obtained forgiveness 
as regards another world, but it cannot be forgotten that 
he died by the judgment of God, and under his heavy 
displeasure. 
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While yet a child he loved and feared the Lord^ 
And served him in his temple night and day ; 

And when arrived at manhood, he^ hia word 
Delighted to receive and to ohey. 

No templing sin e*er turned his feet aside 
From duty's path ; as faithM he began. 

So faithful he continued till he died. 
And gained a crown from God, and tears from man« 



I BoBN, A. K. 21148. BixD^ SN7. 



Befobb Him, in lyhose sight '^the stars are not pnre,*^ and 
wlio chaigeth " liis angels with folly," it would he pre- 
sumption to suppose for one moment, that any mere 
created heing can stand a perfect creature. There are, 
however, some characters in Scripture so gifted with 
holiness, as to stand a perfect model for our imitation ; 
and such was the character of Samuel. From childhood 
to old age, he was upright, meek, and devout ; discharg- 
ing his important duties to God and man, with diligence 
and fidelity. We may not, indeed, be called to such a 
station as he filled, but if we are influenced bj such a 
spirit, we shall be a blessing in our place and generation. 
Like Isaac, and Joseph, and Samson, Samuel was a 
child of prayer. Elkans^, of the tribe of Levi, had been 
married some years to Hannah, a woman of sincere piety, 
without being blessed with a child. This, as chUdren 
were considered by the Hebrews, " an heritage and gift 
ihat cometh from the Lord,'* and the lack of children a 
reproach, could not but be a source of sorrow to Hannah; 
and this was increased by the revilings of Peninnah, the 
subordinate wife of Elkanah. So deeply did she feel 
it, that it is said, ^^ she wept, and did not eat;" but she 
knew in whom her help might be found, and she poured 
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fyrUk her heart to the Lord in the jsaxLCtaaiy at Shiloh, 
vddther it was Mkanah's annusd wont to repair with 
sacrifioes. The kngtii and loudness of oar doTOtional 
exttcises, are foj no means a test of sincerity: the silent 
language of the otmtrite heart, reaches the throne of 
heaven, hefore the ostentatious prayer of the Pharisee. 
Thus Hannah prayed ; her lips mored, and her agitated 
countenance betrayed the emotions of her wounded mind, 
but no Yoice was heard. Hiis, Eli, the high-priest, 
ohseryed, and rising in judgment, he reproTed her in a tone 
of severity. " How long," said he, " wUt thou be drunken? 
put away thy wine from thee." Such a chai]ge as this, 
some ungentle spirits would have spumed with indignation; 
but not so Hannah. She vindicated herself, but not in 
wrath; with the greatest reverence for the character and 
office of the high-priest, she placidly replied, "No, my 
lord; I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my 
soul before the Lord. Count not thinefhandmaid for a 
daughter of Belial :Tfor out of the abundance of my com- 
plamt and grief have I spoken hitherto." Wisely has 
Solomon observed, that, " a soft answer tumeth away 
wrath." Eli was convinced of his rashness, and added 
his fervent prayer to that of Hannah, that the desire of 
her heart might be granted. It was so, and she gave the 
child the name of Samuel, which is interpreted, *' asked 
of God." 

Li her petitions, Hannah had made a vow, that if the 
Lord would fulfil them, the child should be dedicated to 
his service from its infancy; nor did her natural love for 
Samuel make her unmindful of that vow. As soon as 
the child was weaned, which is supposed to be when he 
was about three years of age, Samuel was presented to 
the Lord in his tabernacle at Shiloh, and left in his 
employ under the direction of Eli. 

The ministry of Samuel, was, doubtless, such Levitical 
duties as his tender years made him capable of performing; 
and in the discharge of these, his deportment was so 
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amiable, and his delight in the work of the Lord so eyideni^ 
that he gained the esteem of all around him, and, abore 
all, the &yoiir of Ood. No evil example could torn him 
aside from the right path; for while the sons of Eli, witk 
whom he was necessarily connected in the sendees of the 
temple, and through whom men abhorred the offering of 
the Lord, — ^while ^ey were advancing from one impiety 
to another, he grew on in all virtue and knowledge, 
and was in favour both with the Lord and with men<. 

The sacred historian tells us, when Samuel was a child, 

that '^ the word of the Lord was precious there 

was no open vision." When, however, he had arrived, 
according to Josephus, at the age of twelve years, the 
Lord revealed himself to him, and commanded him to 
deliver his judgments to Eli, who had neglected to act 
for the honour of God as became his office. In the silent 
hour of midnight, when the lights of the temple were 
dim, and the Levites were slumbering, a voice called 
Samuel by name; on hearing which^ the child ran to Eli^ 
imagining it was him who called. This was repeated 
three times, and Samuel could not be persuaded but that 
Eli did call. At length the aged priest perceived that it 
was more than a human voice that had called the child, 
and directed him to lie down, and when he heard the 
voice again, to reply, "Speak, Lord; for thy servant 
heareth." Accustomed to obey, Samuel did so, and the 
Lord declared to him the judgments which should befall 
Eli and his &mily, because of his remissness in his duties, 
and his sons' iniquities. 

Admirable indeed was the modest and pious behaviour 
of Samuel towards his aged master on this occasion. He 
was in no degree elated by the honour conferred upon 
him, nor was he forward to relate the particulars of the 
message he had received ; he feared, indeed to tell hiii^ 
lest he should wound his feelings. But Eli was convince^ 
that Samuel had been favoured with a Divine communi* 
cation, and with a misgiving heart lest it should concern 
him, he called him and affectionately adjured him to 
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declare all that lie had heard ; upon which, he related 
the substance of his vision without prevarication; and all 
his words were literally accomplished shortly after; — Israel 
was defeated by the Philistines, the ark of God was 
captured, Hophni and Phinehas were slain, and Eli died 
a sudden death. 

From that period, Samuel continued to receive com- 
jnunications from heaven, and was considered by the 
whole nation to be a prophet of the Lord. The reve- 
lations he received, with much zeal he delivered to the 
people; but it was a time of great degeneracy, and many 
years passed away before any reformation appeared. At 
length, however, a glorious dawn arose; his labours were 
rewarded with a general revival; all the house of Israel 
longed again for the worship of the Lord, and resolved 
•upon serving him. To confirm them in their good reso- 
lution, Samuel convened a general assembly at Mizpeh, for 
fhe purpose of entering into an express engagement to 
f erve the Lord, and to seek his blessing by. sacrifice, hat- 
Ing, and prayer. At this meeting idolatry was renounced, 
^e worship of Jehovah was restored, and Samuel was 
acknowledged the Judge of Israel. 

While engaged in their religious transactions, .the 
Israelites were attacked by their inveterate and most 
powerftd foes, the Philistines. Filled with terror, they 
urged the prophet to intercede for them, which he did, 
and deliverance was vouchsafed, in a way which could 
not fail of convincing them, that it was the hand of God; 
a dreadful storm of thunder so terrified their enemies, 
•that they fled before it, and became an easy prey to the 
.Israelites. The memory of this victory was preserved by 
fh monument which Samuel erected, and to which he gave 
the significant name of Eben-ezer, '^Hitherto hath the 
I^ord helped us." 

Under the government of Samuel, Israel was happy and 
.pyoi^erous. No foe dared to invade their country, and 
.all ^^^ power he possessed, he employed for their best 
,in|erests. As a judge, he conducted their civil p'^ 

H 
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ifith the ntmoit diligence, taking regular circuits thnmgli 
the land to emcnte justice and maint^un good ord^; 
land as a priest, at £amah Jus residence, he built «a 
vitar, at which, though Shiloh was deserted, the public 
otiinanoes wore cdefarated, in which the people wexe 
called upon to join. 

Thus diligently send ^thfuUj was Samuel employed, 
vervnig God and man, till old age rendered Ms aunoai 
circuit burdensome, at whidi time lie associated his two 
sons with him in ^e gofyemment, maldag them judges, 
fint in this, he seems to Jhare consulted his own indii- 
vation, ladier than llie vn^ of God. The office they 
£lled, required talents and principles equal to his own; 
land such talents they might possess, butihey were/defici«Ht 
in principle. They polluted the iclear streams of jnatioe 
•by bnbeiy and extofftion, and so flagrant was their JCOBr 
ihict, tiiot the elden of Israel resolTed to change their 
<fi>nn of ^▼emment; and they aoeocdingly wuted oa the 
^iged projdiet, and (representing their evil w^^s, desised 
Mk& to jnakerthema Jdii^ that they might reasmyeio&er 
■mtians. 

Doubtless, the Israelites liad «ause Ibor coin]d«nt, and 
yet, ^pirobidilbf^ tfaebr vequest asose partly ;&om ambition. 
At qU. evaits, it diaooTsred great ingratitude totwands 
fihamuel, imdar whose goTesnmeiit th^ had enjoyed jk> 
many ble8Bnigs,.attd as audi, Samuel aeema to luvre taken 
it; but instead of reproaching them, lie went and madei 
Imown his grieft unto God, and soi^^ Jns direction; at, 
whose command im aooeded io their wishes, and anointed 
cSaul king <erer ismel. This he did with a cheerful sab^ 
missien, not -xgascdmg ^ hsDonr and interests of his 
«own family. He Jnd, doufadesa, profited by the A«««ple 
of Eii, and:dieii^re he jhehened not his sons &om «tfae 
public disapprobation, but without hesitation depsmtd 
them of 4;heir offiixss, laid donfm his ewu as judge, nnd 
BKaltfid a s^nnger to the rthione. But this was not s^z 
iie entestained the man to whom be was about to res%a 
las authority, iinstructedhim in dlie discharge of his dutifi^ 
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poured the oil of consecratipii upon his head, and kissed 
him in token of love and fendty. The declaitttion he 
made to the people on resigning his judicial authority was 
truly noble : '^ Behold, I hare hearkened unto your Toioe 
in all that ye said unto me, and haTB made a king oret 
you. Aud now, behold, the king wulketh before you: and 
I am old and gray-headed, and behold, my sons are with 
you, and I hare walked before you £rom my childhood 
unto this day. Behold here I am : witness against me be« 
fore the Lord, and before his amointed ; whose ox hare I 
taken ? or whose ass have I taken ? or whom hare I de- 
fmuded? whom hare I oppressed? or of whose hand have 
I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I 
-mil restore it you." This was not the language of osten- 
ta^on, but of conscious integrity, and l^e people was com^ 
pelled to acknowledge it as such. ^^ Thou hast not de^ 
fiiauded us,** they replied, " nor oppressed us, neither hast 
thou taken aught of any man's hand." 

But Samuel made not this appeal for the vindication of 
hi^ character alone; it -was that he might ground upon it 
his acciisation against them, for having cast off the goversK 
mtent of God through an ambitious spirit This he did 
t» very emphatic language; and to diiow that he was 
spei^ng as the minister of Jehovah, at his call, a tre- 
mendous storm of thunder and rain came on : an extcaor^ 
dtnary occurrence at that season, being the time of wheat 
haxnrest. Tins brought conviction to -their minds, and they 
acknowledged litemselves guilty of a great offence. Such 
veas Samuel's aim; he desired to bring them to repent- 
anoe, that they might more carefully attend to his exhtxv- 
tittions ; he exhorted them therefore to obey the law of 
God, and encoun^ed them to do so ^ih liie joomise of 
Giod's support and protection so long as they should act 
iqron that principle. He concluded his addvess by eac- 
-pnlssing his regard fortihem, and his "Bim vesolve of at- 
tending to their wei&ve bo long as he -lived ; after which 
he letired from his atation as a judge, retaining only the 
prietBtly authority. 
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But although Samuel had resigned the ciyil power into 
the hands of Saul, the minister of religion will appear in 
the sequel superior to the monarch. Often was he called 
upon to denounce the judgments of heayen upon him for 
his o£Pences ; on one occasion indeed, when Saul, in op- 
position to the conmiand of God, spared Agag, the king 
of the Amalekites, Samuel assumed the regal power ; he 
Bererely reprehended him for his disobedience, and exe- 
cuted the injunctions Saul had neglected, and from that time 
Samuel visited him no more. NeTertheless, he mourned 
Dver the fallen monarch as oyer his first-bom ; and when 
he was commanded to anoint David, the son of Jesse, 
king oyer Israel, in the room of Saul, he showed his re- 
gard for him bj his reluctance to obej the injunction ; he 
liad also a fear lest this rebellious monarch should take 
away his life ; but his objections were overruled, and he 
went to Bethlehem, and did as he was commanded. He 
anointed David, who was pointed out to him as tae 
chosen among manj brethren to fill the royal seat. 

Samuel was now far advanced in years, but he was em- 
ployed to the last moment of his life in advancing the 
^terests of religion ; he instituted the schools of the pro- 
.phets, which were designed to maintain a succession lOf 
•proper persons to instruct the people. This was the com* 
jnencement of that institution, which is spoken of as 
lasting from the time of Samuel till the time of the pro- 
phet Malachi, and out of which, with few exceptions, God 
chose his most eminent prophets. Over these schools 
Samuel himself presided ; for, when David fled from the 
rage of Saul, he took refuge with this aged saint, at 
Naioth, in Bamah, of whom it is said, that he was stand- 
ing as appointed over the company of prophets. 

At this place it is supposed Samuel died, at the age of 
jainety-nine years, after a life of eminent usefrdness. This 
was a mournfrd event to the Israelites ; they all ^' gathered 
together and lamented him," and no wonder, for each 
action of his life betokened a regard for the public 
good. In him they lost a common father, by. whose 
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means they had been raised from a most abject condition, 
in civil and religious polity, to an honourable station In 
both ; it became them, therefore, to embalm his memory 
•mth tears. And what greater reward can man bestow on 
man for his past sendees? Could Samuel have beheld 
them as they wept over him, doubtless he had exclaimed, 
" My reward is sufficient ;" and yet he has a greater reward 
bestowed upon him by the God he served : " a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away." And if we imitate his ex- 
ample, his early piety and unreserved obedience to the 
Divine commands, such honours will attend us : the world 
will weep over our graves the tear of parting sorrow, 

And God will reward us through the Son of his love 
With honours inunortal, in the regions above. 

There is one circumstance recorded by the sacred his- 
torian concerning Samuel which has given occasion to- 
much discussion. After he had been dead two years, the 
Philistines invaded Israel, and Saul, deserted of God, had 
recourse to a woman who pretended to the spirit of divi* 
nktion, and who included in that pretension, the power of 
calling on the dead to appear to those who desired their 
presence. He desired her to raise Samuel, and the en- 
chantress accordingly exerted her magical art for that 
plirpose^ and she asserted that she saw the form of an 
old man covered yrith a mantle arise from the earth. 
Saul believed her assertion, and feeling convinced that the 
apparition was that of Samuel, he bowed himself to the 
earth, and a voice addressed him, which, after ascertain- 
ing why he was called from the dead, uttered a prediction 
that his kingdom should be rent from his hands, and given 
to David, and that on the morrow, Israel and himself 
should be slain by the Philistines. 

, The discussion mentioned, turns chiefly upon these 
points : whether the appearance of the prophet was real, 
or an imposition on Said's credulity ; and if real, by what 
power it was produced. Many believe that the Witch of 
Endor was merely a cunning woman, who, acquainted 
with the state of public affitirs, and guessing the tall 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 SAITDEL. 

stawBger to be the king of Israd, and haying some knoifv'- 
kdge of the pexaon of Samuel, undertook the' task of 
deeeiTing Sanl, witii an associate who personated the ap* 
pearance and imitated the Toice of the deceased prophets 
There are, again, tiiose who condnde tiiat it was a demon 
whose aid she invoked on this occasion. But there 
are others whose opinion is entided to more rq(ard than 
the foregoing ; these think, as liie text certainly indicates, 
and as Josephvs describes, that the appearance was real, 
but they wisely deny tiutt the power of the woman or 
the deVil had any share in its production, and conclade, 
that ^e prophet appeared by the Lord's permission, '^ to 
make Saul's erime the inafaniment of his pnnishment, in 
the dreadful denundation of his approaching doom, — ^to 
show to the heathen world the infinite superiority of the 
oade of the Lord inspiring his prophet, over the powers 
ef darkness, and the delusiTe prc^ostics of their wretched 
fotaries in their Mse ondes — and to confirm the belief of 
a future state by ^one ivho rose from the dead,' eveix 
Vider the Mosaieal dispensation* 
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Se& Jtidah'» pranuMd kiiig^ berefi of all ; 

Driyeii out an exile from the face of Saul. 

To distant caves the lonely wanderer flies, 

To seek thait peace a tyrant's frown dsniea. 

Hear Ae sweet abDento-of Ina taacfiil Toiee ; 

Heajr him overwhelmed with sorrows^ yet r^oice : 

No womanish or waiting grief has part, 

Vo, not a moment, in Im loyal heart ; 

'l^a mflBly musk, sosh as martyrs make, 

Sii£rering with gladness for a Saviour's sake i 

His soul exults ; hope animates his lays ; 

The sense of mercy kindles into praise ; 

And wflds, familiar with the lion's nar, 

Bing with ecstatic sounds unheard befare. — Gowfsb» 

BoBN, A. M. 2919* DoD) a98fb 



The Tvriter&d ptofinie kistmrj have^ in. aU a^fea^ been at 
peat pains to celebrate the excdlencies, aand to oeaeeal ok 
radbeniiate the faaka, ni their fibTowite diaractmrs, hat not 
so tibe sacred hifltorian^; they^ under the ^eetion of the 
Spirit of tmthy rehkte £actB as thejr happened, and deli- 
aeate eharactearft as ikkeij weie. U thare wea any fool 
Uoi im the Ims of their moat exalted subjects^ theia it 
itanda recorded ia lines as legible as their brightest irir-. 
iufis ; an indubitable proof of the antibentieitf of the Hoi j 
Scriptaresy aad of the genuinenesa of our most holj rdl^ 
gioBu In BO histoiy recorded in tiw Bible is this traib- 
tel&g simplicity more conapicaons than in the life oi iha 
eminent man before as. David,. '^ tho man after God'a 
o^Vfn heart," and^ '^ the sweet singer of Isuel," was the 
youngest scm of Jesse, the grandson of Boas and Budi* 
The days of hia youth were spent in the raral oceapatioft 
tf a shepherd ; an emplaymait which afforded him mndk 
hiaare, and which was well improyed by him; here he 
neditated i^mn the wanders of creation, and here he '"'**** 
tie high praises of his Crod to his wellrtuned h 
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new and heayen-tanght lajs; lajs which no less exalted 
tone of minstrelsj could equal, and which have been, aie 
now, and ever will be, an invaluable blessing to aU man- 
kind. Thus was David occupied when Samuel, under 
pretence of sacrifice, came to Bethlehem, by the Divine 
command, to anoint one of the sons of Jesse king over 
Israel in Saul's stead. Afi;er his seven warlike brethren, 
had passed before the prophet and were rejected, Samuel 
inquired whether there was not yet another son; and 
being informed that the youngest was with the sheep, ke 
sent for him, and when the youth appeared, he took the 
horn of oil and poured it upon his head in the presence 
of all his brethren. 

The shepherd with his crook, in the sight of man apk 
pears a very unlikely person to grasp the sceptre; but God 
seeth not as man seeth, nor worketh as man worketh. He^ 
had called David to the office, and it was his to perfect 
what he had begun by fitting him for his task, and open^ 
ing the way for his exaltation, which he did in a most 
wonderful manner. From the time the oil descended 
upon his head, though he returned to his rural occupation, 
the spirit of Qod began to qualify him for his foture 
office, while it departed from Saul; and events occurred 
which brought David into a more likely position for 
ascending the throne, and which finally led to that con- 
summation. Saul fell into a desponding state, and his 
servants advised him to seek for a skilfril player on the 
harp, if haply his troubled mind might be diverted by the 
soothing power of music. In this advice the monarch 
acquiesced, and David, who was renowned for his skill, 
was brought before him, and he quickly won the monarch's 
affections, and he made him his armour-bearer. Some 
minds unused to the world, would have been corrupted by 
the gaieties of a palace and the favours of a monarch; but 
not so was the mind of David; his piety was deep-rooted 
in the heart. After the distress of the king had bee^ 
alleviated by the power of his music, we behold him re^ 
turning contentedly to his former pastoral employment 6k 
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the plains of Bethlehem, where the night and the day wit- 
nessed the fenrour of his devotions. But David did not 
long continue in retirement: the Philistines invaded 
Isiael, and Saul collected his forces and marched against 
them. The two armies encamped over against each other 
on the sides of opposite hills; and while they thus lajy 
each fearing to come to a general engagement, a Philistine 
of extraordinary stature, Goliath hj name, marched out, 
morning and evening, for forty days, into the plain that 
divided their forces ; demanding a champion to comhat 
with, on the condition that the nation to whom the van- 
quished helonged should hecome tributary to that of the 
victor; a practice of continual recurrence in the history 
and poems of ancient times, and which still exists among 
the Bedouin Arabs* The appearance of this mighty 
warrior filled all Israel with consternation. Not one 
dared to venture his arm against that of the giant, though 
Saul promised riches and honours, and even his own 
daughter, to the man who should slay him. At length 
David was sent by his father to the camp with provisions 
for his brethren, and it so happened that €U>liath came 
forth as he was wont on his errand of defiance, and in his 
hearing insulted both Israel and their God. At this the 
zeal of David was enkindled, and he expressed his willing- 
ness to meet the daring foe, and was brought before Saul 
to obtain his approbation. The monarch at first rejected 
his offer as ridiculous, telling him he was but a youth, and 
that the Philistine was a man of war from his youth. 
This was true, and to all human appearance was a reason- 
able objection to the proffered service of David : but the 
stripling knew in whom he trusted. He therefore, in 
order to remove the monarch's objection, with beautiful 
simplicity related the circumstance of his having slain 
a lion and a bear, which at two different times had 
taken a lamb out of the flock ; and he added, '' Thy 
servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this un- 
circumcised PhUistine shall be as one of them, seeing he 
hath defied the armies of the living God." This 
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eMmnced Saul that tiie youth might he trusted, and he 
gave his consent: he noreoTer caused his own azmonr 
t& he put upon the youthful hero, and girded him with 
his 8W<»d. With these David assayed to go, hut not 
haying heen accnstomed to> the cnmhious load, he p«t 
ihcmofi^ 

KoB^fMng to tmrt is Jekowdi alone. 

And to meet hia prond foe with a sUng and a stone. 

Thus equipped he stood he^ore the giaait, as he drew near 
for the last time in all the pride of stiength and the pomp 
of war, to giye his haughty challenge. The PhiliBtine 
wnirior, remarking l^e extreme yo<iith and the hai appear* 
ance of IsraeFs champion^ disdained him; and supposing 
him a foe too eontemptihle £» cutest, asked with a sneer, 
whether he ims^ned he was a dog, that he adiould come 
forth io meet him thus. Then waxing wroth, and cursing 
him hy his gods, he hade him approach, and he would 
giye him to the Ibwls of the air, and to the heasts of 
the earth. Nothing daunted hy the fierce threats or 
fniJi the fiercer appeaapanee of his antagonist, Dayid 
hokyy replied: ^'Thou eoraest to me with a sword, and 
with a i^ar, and with a shield; hut I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of Hosts^ the God of the armies' 
of Israel, whom then hast defied." Then after assur- 
ing him that the Lord woidd deliver him into his handv 
—that the whole host of the PhiKstine9 should £ftll, an 
that the assemUed multitude should know that yict(NBy^ 
rested not in sword or i^ear, hut in the Lord; he took a 
stone from his serip and slang it, smiting him in his fore- 
head through iske evening of his helmet, so that the stone 
saaik into his forehead, and he fell with his lace to the 
earth. Struek with dread at seeing their champion fall, 
the Philistines fled, and Israel pursued after them to the 
Teiy gates of ISaeii^ and thousands wesre slain. 

When Dayid had laid the mighty foe prostrate, he took 
the gianf s own sword and cut off his head; and with tins 
in his hands, when the yictory was orer, he was hrought 
hefore Saul. The king, who it appears had foigotten his 
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mnsieiaB, probably from the nature of bis disease, in- 
quired vbo be was; and be modestly ^replied: ^ I am tbe 
son of tby senrant Jesse tbe Betblebemite." From tbat 
day Saul took bim, and would let bim go no more bome 
to bia father's bouse; on ibis day also the friendship of 
Dayid and Jonathan, ihe son of Saul, so celebrated for 
its enduring bonds^ commenced. In token of his sin* 
eerity^ Jonathan stripped himself of tbe robe tbat was on 
him^ with his swcnrd and his girdle, and gave it to the 
keroy a mark of &Tour ecmsidered in the East to be the 
Tery height of honour, since it was also a mark of at* 
taehment. 

Thus far Dayid was prosp^ ousy and bis life promised 
to- be a happy one; but the most painful afllicticms awaited 
hira, and his honours were to become imbittered to him. 
As the troops retained from the suocessM campaign, 
Ihey were welccMned home by the women^ who came '' out 
of all cities of Isiael, singing and dasncing, ta meet king 
Saul with tabrets^ with joy, and with instruments of 
musBc.* In the chorus of their triumphal soi^ they 
answered one another as they phyed, and said, ^'Sai^ 
bath slain his thousands, and Dayid bis ten thousands^'* 
€11 hearing which the soul of the jealous monarch eon- 
ceiyed a mortal hatred against him ; be was grieyed that 
tbe pe<^le should testify their gratitude thus loudly to> his 
disparagement, and his rage and yexali<m so wrought upoB 
his minid, that it produced a renewal of his former des^ 
pendency, and Dayid again exercised his skin in music to 
fiee him from his malady. But in this he was now 
unsoceessful; the monarch's hatred of the musician made 
Urn regardless of bis miastrelsy; twice aa he swept the 
ehords impetuous fsom side to side^ in hopes of ebeexing 
his soul, die infuriated monarch, in all tbe rage of mad- 
ness, sought to slay him, by casting a jayc^ at him. 
Each time, howeyer, he escaped, and withdrew inxm 
Saul's pres«Qce. 

A&er this Dayid was removed from court to a situatioa 
is the anny, in which post, by a diligent and &ithful dis» 
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charge of his duties, he gained the affections of the whole 
nation. But the more popular David became, the more 
bitter was the enmity of Saul against him. He did not 
indeed at this time adopt measures of open violence to 
rid him of his rival, fas he evidently considered him) but 
his designs were more atrocious. Under the mask of 
friendship, with a promise of his elder daughter in mar- 
riage if he should prove victorious, David was sent to 
fight against the Philistines, that he might perish by their 
hands; but the Almighty covered his head in the day of 
battle, and he returned victorious. Instead, however, of 
meeting with the promised reward, he was treated with 
contempt, and the princess was given to another. 

On being told that his youngest daughter, Michal, loved 
David, a second offer of the same kind was made to him 
by Saul, who now openly expressed his pleasure at the 
opportunity afforded him of probable revenge. "I will 
give him her," said he, " that she may be a snare to him, 
and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.'* 
Saul wished that he might fall in the engagement, but he 
was again disappointed ; David was again victorious, and 
he now received the reward of his valour. 

One would have imagined that now David had become 
his son-in-law, the rage of the king would have been' 
softened down; but it was far otherwise ; he commanded 
his servants to slay him secretly, and what was still more 
diabolical, charged Jonathan to assassinate his friend. The 
prince or the servants would not however obey the mandate; 
Jonathan, indeed, pleaded David's cause with the mo- 
narch, and he pleaded it in language so eloquent and ener- 
getic that he effected a temporary reconciliation between 
them ; Saul swore that he should not be slain, and he was 
restored to his office at court. But although the storm 
was blown over, it was only to return with redoubled vio- 
lence; a new war breaking out with the Philistines, David 
gained fresh laurels by vanquishing them, and this, instead 
of endearing him to Saul, only served to raise the latent 
sparks of his envious rage. The javelin again quivered in 
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the wall, and David again narrowly escaped death at his 
hands, and he fled to his house. Bat there was now no 
safety for him in the dominions of Judah; the rage of 
Sanl pursued him thither, and he escaped only through 
his wife's suhtilty. 

Very painful were the trials that David had now to 
undergo. He hecame an exile from court, his house, his 
wife, his heloved friend, in a word, from all that was pre- 
cious to him; scarce knowing at times where to lay his 
head, or where to ohtain sustenance. At first he imagined 
he should he safe with Samuel, and he therefore went to 
Naioth, or the meadows of Ramah, and sought the pro- 
tection of that man of Crod. Tliis Samuel willingly 
granted, hut Saul had hecome so apostate, that he disre- 
garded the sacred duties of religion, and his fury pursued 
him thither also. Many messengers were sent to appre- 
hend him, hut as oft as they came, they mingled with 
the prophets of the school over which Samuel presided, 
and prophesied, forgetting their errand. Hearing this, 
Saul himself, hent on revenge, came to seek him, and he 
was affected in the same manner; he prophesied and lay 
down hefore Samuel aU night, powerless to do harm. This 
miraculous interposition of Divine Providence afforded 
David an opportunity of escape, and he fled to his heloved 
Jonathan, to consult with him upon the proper means of 
safety. Their interview was very affecting; they hound 
themselves hy solemn covenant to maintain an unshaken 
fidelity towards each other, and Jonathan imdertook to 
plead his cause again with Saul his father; hut he had 
now weU nigh lost his life in pleading for that of his 
friend. At the very name of David the monarch was so 
enraged, that he used the most opprohrious language to 
his son, and aimed a javelin at him. Grieved at this, the 
generous prince arose from tahle and went in quest of 
David. The two friends met, and after much weeping; 
and having again sworn fidelity and kissed each other, 
they parted in sorrow, Jonathan returning to the city, and 
David going he knew not whither. 
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The triaU of David were now so groat, iliat notwidutand*- 
ing his general £uth in God, lie was betrayed into some tn- 
oonustendes. In his flight lie stopped at the tabemaole^ 
whese he obtained from .Aiiinieledi, the high-priest, a 
portion of holy bread for his sustenance. This was lawfdl 
in itself, but it was gained by dissimnlation ; in order to 
ayoid sn^ician, he pretended that lie was sent out luotily* 
on the king^B business ; and tins misocnidttct caused the 
death of many, and was afterwards a somce of bitter grief 
to himself. Besides the faread, Xhrnd ako reoeired horn. 
Ahimeleoh the swocd of Odiatfa, winch had been laid up 
in a cloth after the manner of the East; and with ^his 
slender sustenance, and thns -armed, intent only upon bis 
security, he fled to:thecauntry of the rery enemies hehad 
so often subdued. The Philistine king was indined ta 
&Your him, hut not so were Ins ooartiers; they were m 
much prejudiced against hhn, that, forgetting the wateli^ 
fid care of his Heavenly Father, he resorted to feigned 
madness as a means of esQa|>ing their resentment, wMch 
deme succeeded, and he was sent. away as a troublesMtte 
person. 

Banished from Gath, Darid aremoved to the care of 
AduUam, in the plain flantih^WBBt of Jenualem. Heie ha 
was joined by Ms pacsnts <and relations, and here alsa 
about four hundred disaffected persoos came to him, and 
made him their ciqitain: not that he intended to^ar 
against Saul, or to injure others; his conduct was fax 
otherwise; his acceptance of their sendees was only in sal^ 
defence, and to protect others, as all his actions proved. 
Among those i^at came to him^ David was &Toured wi& 
the company of the prophet iGad. This was, doubtless, a 
|p*eat comfort to him; he seemed, indeed, to have been 
his counsellor, for it was by hie advice he removed inta 
ike land of Judah, flrst placbig his aged parents under "the 
protection of the king of Moab. This was a step pregnant 
with danger, but lihe advice was probably given in order 
to preserve David finom the idolatry of strange nations wh» 
were inclined towards I ' 
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Seoa after David had entered Jndaih lie yraa joined hj 
Abiatiiar, the son of his foene^tor Ahkifileoh, who f e* 
lated 4» him ^e murder of his father and the whole of 
the ministers of the tabernacle, save hunsel^ for the hos- 
pitality he had received at their hands. These imre pain- 
fol tidings to David: he jconsideved himself .ike cause of 
their death, and lament!]^ his dissnmiiafiqa, took Abia- 
thar into his friendship, pledgmg his oim li£s §ox his 
Becimty. 

WhHe Ihe exile was lendeavmiringix) elude the yigUance 
of Saul, news was bronght to him that t3ie Phihsti&es had 
invaded Kcilah. As he was wont, he consdLted ;the Divine 
counsel whether he should go to liieir iselie^ and the an- 
swer he received was to that effect He aocordinglj went, 
and hj his generous interference saved its inhabitants; 
and jet these yery men, vdiose dives he had sesoaed at the 
risk of his own, agreed to deliver ium up into ^he hands 
of Saul. Their base desigm weve, however, frustrated hf 
the tender ^care g£ an overmling Providence ; David wts 
timelj warned of his danger, and hastened into the wil- 
derness, where he wandered among woods and mountains 
in daily Sear of his adversary who was pursuing hioL It 
was while in this distressing situatoon, Jonathan his fiudifid 
and attached ^end ^oame to him, and in the .language of 
fioiy Writ» ^ strengthened hisfhasds in €k>d." In his eais 
David poured out his ooinphunts, and Jonathan adminis- 
tered to his wounded soxd ihe balm of comfort drawn 
from the sacred source of truth. lie remladied Jiim of Ihe 
3>ivine promises, and eneonzaged him to IocJe forward to a 
glorious issue. Noble indeed must ihe condnot of this 
prince appear, when we remember that the promises .he 
repeated to su{^ort his friesd, out off all his Bwn hopes of 
SBAoeeding to the throne of Israel. 

After this event, and in the same plane, David was 
hrovght into a greater straight than he had .hitherto expe- 
rieaoed. The officious Zi^ites dncovered his retreat to 
8aul, and so secretly was their information ^ven, that Saul 
surrounded him ynih Ids army« fisoape appeared impos- 
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sible, bat it has been well said, ''man's extremity is 
Crod's opportunity,** for by his care David was again deli- 
vered. Tidings were brought to Saul that the Philistines 
invaded the country, and he was obliged to return; but no 
sooner had he repulsed the enemy, than he resumed his 
pursuit of David, by which he afforded him an opportunity 
of manifesting his innocence and the integrity of his heart. 

The wanderer had retired for security to the rocks and 
wilderness of Engedi; whither Saul also came, and entered 
into a cave where David and his men lay concealed. The 
followers of David immediately urged upon him that it 
was a providential opportunity of taking vengeance on his 
persecutor. But no; David shuddered at the idea of 
putting forth his hand against the Lord's anointed; he 
simply cut off a part of his adversary's robe as a token of 
what he might have done, had he not been restrained by a 
sense of duty; and even this trivial circumstance gave 
him pain, lest it should be thought an act of irreverence 
and disaffection. As Saul was departing, David called 
after him, and with all the tokens of respect expostulated 
with him on his conduct, exhibiting the skirt of his robe 
as a proof that he had had full power over him; and he 
further reminded him that the liord would shortly inter- 
pose and decide the contest. This address, and the sense 
of the danger from which he had escaped, deeply affected 
Saul; he was melted into tears, and he acknowledged that 
David had returned good for evil, and expressed his be- 
lief that he would reign as king over Israel; he also sup- 
plicated him to spare his posterity when the event should 
happen, which request was granted, and they parted in 
peace. 

But David uttered the language of experience when he 
gave this advice: "Put not your trust in princes." 
Although Saul ought now to have been boimd by the 
strongest ties of gratitude to pursue him no further, yet he 
could not trust the capricious temper of that monarch, 
but still continued a wanderer. He retired to the wilder* 
ness of Paian, where he felt the pangs of want, and in his 
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exigency, liad recourse to one Nabal, to whom he had 
rendered some service in protecting his flocks and posses- 
sions from the ravages of robbers. His appeal was unat- 
tended to; the proud rustic refused his assistance, and 
heaped insult upon the head of David, at which his 
anger was kindled, and he resolved to extirpate his whole 
family from the face of the earth. Abigail, however, the 
wife of Nabal, wisely diverted him from his fatal purpose, 
by meeting him with a present, and by making excuses 
for the conduct of her lord. Thus was David preserved 
from a great crime ; as it fvas^ his anger was considered 
sinful, but who can say that they shoidd not have felt as 
he felt, had they been placed in the same trying situation? 
Human nature will sometimes be seen in the actions of the 
most eminent servants of God. Shortly afiter this Nabal 
died, and David, after the days of mourning were ended, 
took Abigail to wife. 

David had just reason for suspecting the treachery of 
Saul: no bonds were sufficient to restrain his hands; he 
had experienced the forbearance of the man whom he had 
persecuted, and for a moment felt remorse at his conduct. 
But this was soon forgotten, and he pursued him with 
the same murderous intentions as before. This afforded 
David an opportunity of again exercising his forbearance; 
Saul came near the spot where he had retreated, and with 
his host lay asleep on the ground; this vrsa an inviting 
occurrence; David stood by the sleeping monarch, and 
Abishai advised him to avenge himself; but he again 
nobly resisted, and only took the spear and the cruse of 
Water which were at the monarch's head, with which he 
retired, and from a safe distance cried unto Abner, Saul's 
general, and reproached him for his neglect of his master. 
He then expostulated with Saul in the most tender and 
affectionate manner on his injurious conduct, and warned 
him of the consequences. This fresh instance of generosity 
confounded Saul; he again acknowledged his guilt, and 
invited David to return with him, promising that he 
would no more meditate evil against him* The propo 
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-mwt^ bcmefvtf ^ decluift^ and tke jr parted to meet no noce 
OB eaxth* 

"Easdag bow to remain in Jadah, David again songkt 
nefi^e in PhiliBtia, and Aehidb^ the king, showed him 
fimronr. He ga^e him the atj of Ziklag, and so well 
pleased was he wkk Dand diumg hia residence there, 
that he xesolyed toi take him on an expedition with him 
against IsiaeL What the cenduftt of Dasid mif^t httre 
heen on the oocaaon, we can only coi^'eeliire; he rnnat. 
eithez have jfongfat againat his own coanti}i^ or have pixmred 
IzeachezoQS to those with whom be had so rashly joined, 
himeelf. This wa%. doubtless, a perplexing dii^mlty tOi^ 
Sayid; but Qod extiicalied him from his embanrassment,. 
and sa^ed him-from ezime* The Locdfl of the Philistiaes 
were averse to his services, suspecting hia integrit^c, and 
they compelled Achic^ ta dismiss him, which he did with 
reluctance, and with high commendations of his character. 

On hia return to Zildag, he found that Idie Amaleldtes 
had set it on fire, and had carried off the wealth of the 
city, with the wives and children ofhis fbUowas; <m seeing 
which, his men vented their r^roaches against him, and 
£pi3ned a design of putting him. to death, deeming him the 
cause of thar disaster, in having made pzevioua liBzoads 
among that people in aeeordance wkh the Divine will, 
which had doomed iheai to destruction. Thia miafortnne 
in, itself was great, but their reproaches made it stilL 
greater. But David murmured not; he caicouraged him- 
self in the Lord his Qod, and after seeking and obtaining 
the Divine direction, he pursued, ovcartook, and conquered 
the marauders, recovenng all the spoils, and all the^ 
prisoners. 

We now arrive at one of the most imp<Hrtattt eras in 
Ibe life of David. While he had been thus employed, the 
Philistines and Hebrews had met at Gilboi^. and the latter 
were defeated, and Sanl and his sona were slain. This 
was an event in which we might suppose be. vrould rejoice; 
but it was not so. When the tidings were brougkt to 
him he rent his clothes, and mourned, and wept, and 
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£urted, and levcBg^ his death upon the Amalekite who 
boasted of haymg put forth his hand against the LcrcTs 
anointed. His whole deportment manifested his reyerenee 
for Siuil, and his attachment to that monarch dazing life; 
and he has handed down to posterity his talents and 
achieTements in a most beautiful and pathetic elegj. His 
dntress was doubtless increased hy the deailk of his long- 
tried friend Jonathan, for the piece commences and ends 
witiK a tribute to his memory ; but liiis to an ambitioaa 
msnd would haye been a matter of rejmcing rather than 
of sorrow, inasmuch as that prince might haye proyed a 
formidable rival, being heir to the throne, and a fiayourite 
with the people. 

One of the most beautiful traits in the character of 
Dayid is his freedom from ambition. Although he had 
receiyed the Diyine commission to fill the regal office, and 
although numbers flocked to him at Ziklag in the expee* 
tation of his doing so immediately, he hasted not to be 
great. Before he took any step he inquired of €rod 
whether he should remoye into the land of Judafa, and 
by express revelation, he removed thither, and fixed hiff 
residence at Hebron, where he commenced his glmous 
reign in the thirtieth year of his age. Thus did all tiie 
endesyours of Sie»il to prevent the son of Jesse from 
ascending the throne prove abortive. His sehemes all 
enied in confusion; wldle he lay low in the dust, the per- 
secuted David was crowned wi-di glory. 

With what spirit David ascended the throne, his Pisahns^ 
will testify; in them he breathed forth his gratitude, and 
caiied on all to unite with him in admiring the wtmderful 
dispensation which had led to that consununation. Hiff 
first public action also speaks much for his wisdom. It 
was an act well calculated to conciliate the affections of 
his people, and to show his freedom from ambition, envy, 
and revenge. The men of Jabesh-Gilead had rescued the 
bodies of Saul and his sons firom the hands of the Phi- 
listines, and interred them with the greatest solemnity. 
For this deed, David, instead of censuring them, as many 
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in his situation would hare done, commended them, and 
promised to recompense them for their loyalty. But the 
most disinterested conduct often fails in preventing oppo- 
sition, and such was the case with David ; though exalted 
to the throne of Judah, he was not yet to enjoy it with. 
tranquillity ; civil war with all its horrors was to attend 
his steps. The tribes of Israel, at the instigation of Abner, 
chose Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, for their king, and for 
a long time Israel and Judah contested for the mastery; 
but the counsels of heaven were immutable, and the son 
of Jesse " waxed stronger and stronger," while the house 
of Saul *' waxed weaker and weaker." At length the 
leaders of the faction, Ishbosheth and Abner, quarrelled, 
and the latter entered into a negotiation with David at 
Hebron to put him in the complete possession of the 
royal power. The scheme was ripe for execution when it 
was set aside by a circumstance painfully afflicting to 
David; Joab and Abiathar treacherously slew Abner 
while holding a conference with him. This perfidy deserved 
the most rigorous punishment ; but David, it appears, had 
not yet sufficient power to inflict it upon them, for we 
find him, while mourning over the death of Abner, com- 
plaining, ^' I am this day weak, though anointed king ; 
and these men the sons of Zeruiahbe too hard for me." 

But though the designs of Abner were frustrated by 
this treachery, the event was soon after brought about; 
Ishbosheth was murdered in his bed by his servants, who 
carried his head to David, in hopes of meeting his appro- 
bation, and of obtaining a reward for their deed. David, 
however, sought not power by treachery, the atrocious act 
filled him with indignation, and, as a righteous judge, he 
commanded them to be put to death. The tribes of Israel 
had now lost their leader, and they came to the imani- 
mous resolution of entreating David to take upon him the 
whole government; in which he acquiesced, and he was 
solenuily crowned at Hebron, seven years and a half after 
the death of Saul, and about fifteen after his first conse- 
cration by the hand of Samuel. 
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' The same power which raised Dayid to the throne sup- 
ported him in it, and established his kingdom. In lus 
strength he dispossessed the ancient inhabitants of the 
dtj of Jerusalem, and made it the seat of goyemment. 
The poet Tasso gives a beautiful description of this city, 
famous alike in sacred and profane histoiy: — 

Jerusalem is seated on two hills, 

Of height unlike, and turned side to side ; 

The space between a gentle valley fills. 

From mount to mount expensed far and wide. 

Three sides are sure inchased with crags and hills, 
The rest is easy scant to rise espied ; 

But mighty bulwarks fence that plainer part. 

So art helps nature, nature strengthens art. 

The town is stored of troughs, and cisterns made 
To keep fresh water, but the country seems 

Devoid of grass, unfit for ploughman's trade ; 
Not fertile, moist with rivers, wells, and streams ; 

There grow few trees to make the sunmier*s shade. 
To shield the parched land from scorching beams ; 

Save that a wood stands six miles from the town. 

With aged cedars dark and shadows brown. 

By East, among the dusky valleys glide 

The sUver streams of Jordan's crystal flood ; 

By West, the midland sea with bounders tied 
Of sandy shores, where Joppa whilom stood ; 

By North, Samaria stands, and on that side 
The golden calf was reared in Bethel wood : 

Bethlehem by South, where Christ incarnate was, 

A pearl in steel, a diamond set in brass. 

But no description of Jerusalem can equal the animated 
terms in which David speaks of this ^' city of the great 
King;" it is a subject on which he delighted to descant, 
and many of the most beautiful figures in his Psalms are 
drawn from that source ; more especially that part of it 
called the Hill of Zion. In this part he erected a palace 
for the royal residence, and in this part he speaks of Grod 
himself whose throne is heaven, and whose footstool, 
earth, as having a desire to inhabit. 

It was not long before the Philistines, who had heard 
of David's advancement to the throne, commenced a war 
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agiunat fain, oirer which foes he obtained two complete 
irictories, after which he had rest irom all his enemies 
lovnd about But be did not set himself down in ignoUe 
ease ; no, his leisure was employed in tlie promotion of 
Ihe glory of GkMi aad the best interests <^ man. Thke axk 
of God had been long neglected, and he seised the fi&st 
opportunity of putting an honour upon it ; he prepared to 
fetch it by solemn procession from Kirfsdi-jeanm to 
Jerusalem, in order ihat the ordinances of religion might 
be celebrated near him. David, and all the chosen men 
of his army, attended on this occasion, all showing the 
liveliest demonstrations of pious joy. But a sudden damp 
was cast over their spirits ; the symbol of the Divine pre- 
sence was not carried by the Levites according to the 
order prescribed, but was placed upon a cart, from which 
it was in danger of fEkUing. Iliis, a man of ^ke name of 
Uzzah observing, he put forth his hand to support it, and 
for so doing was struck dead, and David, a&aid to carry it 
farther, placed it in the house of Obededom. This awful 
event was, doubtless, designed to impress both the king 
and his people vrith a sense of the holiness aad justice of 
God, and to convince them that ali his commands must 
be complied with to the veij letter. The ark continued 
in the house of Obededom three months, and his pious 
care of the sacred deposit buon^it down upon his head 
the blessings of heaven. At the end of that time, David 
resumed his design, and with great pomp and rejoicing, 
the Levites couFcyed it to Jerusalem ; the king aad £dl 
his people singing, with loud aodamations, some bemitifui 
psakas OMnfMsed by himself fw the occasion. His joy 
this day seems to havie been unbounded, and all partook 
fif his holy pleasures ; wil^ one heart and Foioe they paid 
^th him their adorations to Jehovah, as they fixed die 
ark in its destined place. Nor was David satisfied with 
bringing the ark to Jerusalem, or with the solemnities of 
the day ; he regulated the services lor the future, and ex- 
cited the people to a regular attendance at the place of 
worship, in which he himself so delighted. But neither 
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did His piety Test here ; lie carried it yrr&L him into Ikt 
bosom of his family, and into the secrecy of the closet. 
He retmned " to bless has house ;" ot, in other words, to 
dkehaige his &imi}y dwbies, by instrndsing them, and join- 
Si^ with ihem. in the «okmn sacrifice of prayer and 
^sase, and to hold private communion with his God": 
very many ^i his psalms are the fimits of his hoars of re- 
tirement, and they plaoaly shew how nmdi he valued 
secret devotion. 

So ardent was the aeai of David for the gloiy of Ood, 
that he designed the builfog of a temple, in which afl 
the x«i9gious rites of the true wox^p might he adnmiis- 
tored. The design^ i&rst met wi& ihe a^pvehaition of the 
prophet Nsthan, bnt it was tforbidden ^ the Lord, be- 
esase he wns called to other services ; he received, how^ 
ever, a promise iUxst his son should carry it into efeot; 
moreover he Teceiv>ed « 4edlaration that his throne should 
he established for ever,— «n evident allusion te 1^ Mes^ 
siah, ^ of whose Hngdem," it is fisad, ^ there shaU be bo 
c»d." With pleasing rabmissiofn David aoquiesoed in the 
Divine will, «nd poured out his fioul in strains of thankfih 
^ving for sudi exalted la^mrs. 

Fervent piety has been considered incompalihle with the 
duties of a soldi^, but we see them blended in David; 
his pious diffpoi^tion diminished not his oourage; he 
ooaM cosiduet the religious services of Ihe people and 
direct the movement of a numerous army. The Fhilis- 
tineB, the Moa^tes, the Syrians, Ihe Edomites, the Am- 
monites, and the Amalekites, each in their turn were sah- 
dued by his prowess, some of whom he made desolate, and 
4Ahers tributary. Iliis brought immense riches into the 
treasury, and spread his &me fer and wide ; but all the 
riches he obtained he dedicated to the Loid, andaU hm 
victories he ascribed to his name. Nor was David unfit- 
ted l^ hk piety to hold the reins of government ; <hi the 
ocmtrary, it enabled him to do his duty. Urged by this 
principle, he himself executed judgment and justice 
equally to all his people; none cried inito him in vain for 
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redress. His goyemment was indeed a type of the spi« 
ritual goyemment of the Messiah. 

Thus faa the character of Dayid shines with peculiar 
lustre: would that all his future actions were as pure as 
those recorded ; hut alas ! in an eyil hour he fell from the 
height of his integrity into the lowest depths of iniquity. 
Haying, estahlished his throne in security, he seems to 
haye giyen way to self-indulgence. His army was gone 
out to hattle with the Ammonites, while he tarried at 
home at his ease ; and one eyening, as he arose from the 
bed whereon he had reposed during the heat of the day, 
to enjoy the cool breeze upon the top of his house, he 
espied Bathsheba, a beautifril woman, bathing herself and 
lust was enkindled in his heart ; nor could the fact of her 
being another man's wife, and one who was endangering 
his life in the sendee of his country, restrain his unlawful 
desires; he sent for her to the palace, and his high rank 
oyercame her sense of duty. Af^r some time the matter 
was likely to become public: this Dayid feared, and anxious 
to concesd his guilt from the eye of the world, he sent for 
Uriah, her husband, on a friyolous errand, in order that 
the child might be considered his own. Uriah came at 
his command, and the king, aflker making some inquiries 
concerning the war, desired him to go down to his house, 
which the soldier refused, indulging himself in the romantic 
idea that it did not become him to enjoy his home, while 
his fellow soldiers were enduring hardship in the field. 
Thus frustrated in his designs, Darid imagining that in* 
temperance might lead him to go home, was base enough 
to make him drunk ; but eyen then his purpose failed ; 
the soldier, oyercome with wine, lay down at the door of 
the palace and fell asleep. What now was to be done to 
hide his guilt, and to shield him from Uriah's rage? 
Human nature left to itself is fruitful in eyil designs, and 
this appears to haye been peculiarly the case with Dayid. 
at this time ; he resolyed upon the perpetration of another 
most dreadful crime in order to conceal his guilt : he re- 
solyed that Uriah should be slain, and he sent a letter by 
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liim to Joab, with instruction to that effect. He was to 
be placed in the front of the battle that he might '^ be 
smitten;" and in this situation, the brave soldier died, 
fighting for the man who had so deeply injured him : and 
I^yid, lost to all feeling of shame, publicly took Bath- 
sheba to wife. 

Although David had sinned thus grievously, for some 
time he seemed unconscious of his error; he even went 
to the scene of battle where Uriah had fallen by his 
orders, as though nothing had happened. But sooner or 
later we must feel compunction for our crimes; and happy 
is it for those who feel it in this world, and repent. DaTid 
took the city of Rabbah, making the principal men thereof 
prisoners; after which, he returned home in triumph. 
Bat he had no sooner done so, than. Nathan the prophet 
was •commissioned to convict and reprove him for his 
crimes, which he did with great wisdom and prudence* 
He related to him the circumstance of an inhuman action 
a rich man had committed against a poor neighbour, and 
he related it in such an affecting manner, that the king, 
not perceiving its parabolical drift;, in his zeal, pronounced 
a sentence of death upon the offender. Nathan seized 
the &vourable moment; David had pronounced judgment 
upon himself, and as the messenger of heaven, he ex- 
claimed, '' Thou art the man !" after which, he set before 
him the heinousness of his crimes in such glowing lan- 
guage, that David was convicted, and he cried out in the 
bitterness of his soul, ^ I have sinned against the Lord.'' 
How much he felt upon his conviction, and that his 
repentance was sincere, may be seen in the fifty-first 
Psalm, which he penned on the occasion; eveiy word of 
which seems to have been written with a tear of blood, 
and which is a fine picture of a repentant sinner pleading 
for mercy at the throne of grace. Nor did DaTid plead in 
vain : Nathan was directed to assure him, that the Lord 
had put away his sin; but he was to be fearfully chastised 
in this life by his own fiunily, and the child that was 
bom unto him was to be cut off; nor could his fiist*'~ 



d by Google 



186 DAT1D. 

and weeping, with his agooizing piayen that it might 
he sared, arert the threatened hlow; the child c g cpirwl 
for his transgresttons. 

For some time after this, David enjoyed pvospeiity and 
peace, aad he ''might, perhaps, hsre tmagiBed liuit ihe 
Lord had forgone his purposes; but the denmciatioaB mi 
Dirine wrath are snre, sooner or hrter, to &di upon the 
head of l^e transgressor. Ainmon, hs son, «n imjnia 
(cnpled jefQth, committed inoest wilii his sister, and ithen 
tamed iier out of doors, for which act, Ahsaiom, .aaether 
son, slew him at an enteitainmeMt wliile heated wkk 
iiqnor, after windi he fled 4o ihe Idng of Gknfaai:, wiiikt 
whom he remained three years. These ciKmnstaaees 
mst have been pain^lly affictiag to David; kmt his 
domestic troubles ended not here. His xvsentment haTing 
oeased, Abaalom was recalled from banishmewt to •ei^oy 
ail Ids fcrmer prifileges, sanre entenng into the lcia|f% 
fvesenee, wiuoh he wns prohibited from «detng lor twm 
years. Hiis was a very dighft pnnisbBMat for the mam 
4)f tfratricide, «nd he ought iio have vepaid it widi acts «f 
filiai loye ; b«t instead of Ms^ by «aft and flaHteniig 
speedies, be stole «w«y llie ihearts of the king's onljeetSy 
md. indMied ^em to •open vebeliion, and bo fraudable mtt 
the conspiracy, that IhmA was obliged to flee for his life, 
nMended only by a few faithfid friends. Among Hkmrn 
were tiie ministers of rdigion, -who canied with tfaom 
the ark <fi God, which would ha^ been the greatest oiwii^ 
Ibit to Dtayid, at any either season; but he coosidiereA 
himself now und«r the chastemi^ hand of God, mA 
wworthy «f the t^ens of his presence. He theroCuie 
caused them to return; ^' Carry back," said he, ^ the ack 
of Ood into Che city: if I shall And frrour in the eyes of 
the Lord, he wiR bri^ me again, aad i^ow me both it 
and his habitation. But if he thus say, I ha^ no dehght 
in thee: behold h^e am I, let ham do to me «s seemath 
good oato him." 

The design of ihe Almighty, in Ghastening the oreatues 
of his hands, is to humble diem in his sight If it has 
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.this effect, Ilk end is answered; aad such was tlie effect 
it had upaii the mind >of David; his soul was so prostrated 
% the strokes he fmd and was enduriog, that net even 
vsuBeaited insult 60uld arouse his leelii^B. Thus, whoi 
fihimei, a descendant of Saul, caoue out throwing stones at 
iiifii, and^heaplng the most dreadful imj^ecations upon his 
head, instead of punishing him for his conduct, as hk 
4Bervants wished him, he meekly replied, ^' Let him alooe, 
and let him curse, for the Lord hath hididen him ; it mqj 
he, that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that the 
Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day." 

Upon the flight of Daiid, the widbsed Absalom took 
possession of tb^ royal oity, and xiot ooatent witii driving 
Ids aged father iiiAo exile, he commuted the unheard-of 
43rime, of taking his &d»er'B conouhiiuefi in the mgiht of all 
Isiael: thereby, it is true, exeouidjig the Drane thveatea- 
iig, but at the same time, enfaanciag his own guiJA. 
N<a did he &t(^ here; he piQ»«ied his &1ifter mth the 
intention of committing parricide ; but hk guilly caroo: 
was socm ended ; a battle was fought, and the UBgrate&d 
and unsaJtuEil rebel was slain. 

We observie n»w the intensily ^ a Other's love for hm 
lOfPspring, theu^ undeserving the 8%htest iiegard. David, 
in the excess 4>f hk lore, had g^veast o3:deES, at die com- 
mencement c^ the engagement, ihart; hk fum. should be 
spared; and wlien lie heaod of hk d^ath, he cried out in 
Agony &£ soul, ^' O my son AbsakNm! iory son, my son 
Absalom ! wwild God I had died £or ihee, O Absiedom, 
my son, my son!" Such excess of giief, £(x such a reb^- 
lious son, can acasoe be 'midicated^ bnt David looked 
not at the rebel, but at the son; and who <»in set a limif; 
to the tender feelings <^ a parent ? His gnei appeass to 
have been so gneat, that he could not attend to hk duty, 
nnditgave umbrage to his people, upon seeing which, Joab 
remonstrated with him, teiliog him that the i^^tions o£ 
the people wonld be estranged &om him. Tfak remon- 
strance had the desired effect; though David inly mourned, 
he dried up hk tears and appeared in public as befcne* 
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The monarch was not precipitate in returning to the 
seat of goremment ; he \nsely waited to be assured of the 
public favour; which assurance he in a short time received. 
He was recalled bj the general voice, and conducted back 
over Jordan, and so zealous were the tribes both of Israel 
and of Judah in their services, that it produced a sharp 
contention between them, which should be honoured with 
the precedence. The contention had well nigh led to 
more fatal consequences than the rebellion of Absalom. 
Urged by one Sheba, a fEu;tious Israelite, Israel took up 
arms against Judah; but the insurrection was quelled 
through the zealous loyalty of the latter, and they returned 
to their duty, and David once more reigned in peace. 

But though David was freed from llie horrors of civil 
war, he was not free from calamity ; a grievous famine 
ravaged the kingdom, during three successive years. This, 
upon inquiry of God, he found to be the result of Saul's 
oppression of the Gibeonites, and seven of the sons of 
^ul fell a sacrifice to justice, as a necessary expiation ; 
after which, David enjoyed peace and prosperity: faction 
and discontent was known no more in his dominions. 
Foreign enemies, also, were subdued, and powerful nations 
Lad become either tributary or allies. So vast was his 
power, that he, unambitious as he had been in former 
times, became elated with his greatness ; and prompted 
by vanity, he gave a command that his people should be 
numbered. T5iis was wrong, and even the wicked Joab 
remonstrated with him on the impropriety of his conduct; 
^^ the kin^s word was abominable to him," but David was 
obstinate, and the people were numbered. For this sin, 
he was punished by a pestilence, which cut off seventy 
thousand ; more, indeed, had perished, but David, clothed 
in sackcloth, offering himself to the stroke of Divine 
justice, pleaded for the life of his people, and the hand of 
the destroying angel was stayed. 

The bodily infirmities of David now indicated approach- 
ing dissolution; but his mental Acuities remained unim- 
paired, and to the last moment of his life he employed 
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them for the glory of God and the good of the nation. 
To avoid all rivalship hetween his sons, he settled the 
succession upon Solomon, who, notwithstanding the 
opposition of his brother Adonijah, was acknowledged 
heir to the throne by the unanimous voice of the people. 
They received their new governor with acclamations of 
joy, and with earnest prayers for his prosperity; and his 
aged sire, also, gave thanks unto God, for the completion 
of the promise that Solonion should reign. 

Shortly after this, the aged monarch, perceiving that he 
was on the verge of the valley of the shadow of death,, 
called for his son, and gave him a charge respecting the 
erection of the temple. This charge was given in the 
presence of the princes, the captains of the army, and all 
the heads of the nation, whom also he exhorted to assist 
in the undertaking. His discourse was so animated, and 
showed that the work lay so near his heart, that his people 
responded to his exhortations, by making the most liberal 
contributions on the spot towards its erection: all were 
anxious to show their gratitude to God, and their vene- 
ration for the illustrious character of their dying monarch. 
Their zeal was so great, that it seemed to invigorate him 
with fresh powers; he broke forth in the most lively 
and devout acknowledgements for the exceeding grace of 
God in them ; he sang the praises of his God, and called 
upon all to unite with him in a solemn act of worship. In 
the midst of these religious ordinances, Solomon was 
again crowned, and David, predicting blessings upon his 
head, resigned the regal authority to him. 

David had now no more to do with earth, nor did it 
cause him any uneasiness, for his hopes were fixed upon 
a better world. In the prospect of death, he expressed 
his firm conviction of his interest in the covenant of God. 
" Although," said he, " my house be not so with God, yet 
he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered 
in all things and sure : for this is all my salvation and all 
my desire, although he make it not to grow." Thus we 
see, that faith in the Redeemer supported him in his 
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dyiag momeiits* Of Him, lie had often sang in the 
sw«etest measures in his CTaogdical PbahiKS and to Him 
he now looked for salvation, although his advent was yet 
xenote in time. In this £aith he died triumphantly, at 
the age of seventy years, forty of which he had sat upon 
tiie throne of Israel. 

The eharacter of David, notwithstanding his enormous 
ofSeneeSy for which he repented and received pardon, is 
nevertheless one of exalted piety, and well deserves our 
imitation* The infidel and the seofier may cast ignominy 
on his name, hut God hath ealled him his servant. He 
was, moreover, a prophet, who under various characters 
and images^ foretold the coming of the Son of Righteous- 
ness ; and he was not only a prophet to foretell his coming,, 
hut he was an eminent type of the character he foretold. 
This, our Saviour himself, and Saint Paul, under the 
immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, have confirmed. 
^Frequently, indeed, is die Mesoah called David in the 
Sacred Writings, inasmuch as he was the antetype of the 
former; and in comparing their lives, many striking 
parallelisms may he discovered, sin always excepted. 
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N<fT 1«% istellecl, the hcaft keeps dean. 

From moral taint, or yet illumes the mind^ 
By nature dark ; else Solomon had been 

The puest ea^-hom ereatnro* we cohM find. 

In him the rays of wisdom brightly shone, 

Btja faame for wisdom spread through earth's wide sphere; 
K'en Sbebals queen descended firom her throne, 

The wondrous aeesnta of hi» lips to hear. 

fSke came and heard, and' all amazed^ confessed 
How wise he was— wise fisr beyoinl comparo ; 

And yet he strayed from paths thai maketh blest,, 
Tnto the paths that leadeth to despair. 



BoRi^ A»VL 2971. DiBB, 3029. 



In cnnery cliaracter recorded in tibe Hdj Scri|ytiizeSy we 
TOW move or less tke pride of hnmait gkrj debased. In 
no chaosieter, hofweyer, ie this so e0iifi|)ieiLOUS as iit tHat of. 
SolomoB;. in him; we behold a man raised aboret all his: 
jbUowHsceatvires^ either past or future, in understanding, 
wko never&dess disfpaced himself bj^e foulest apostasj. 
At one time we behold, him: sitting as it were on a piia- 
nacle of gloij, at asuother gzoTelling in the demsrof bdaaaj, 
•«--so powerless is intellect ia the preservation of holzuess. 
Thss celebrated monarch was the son of DaTid, b^ that 
Bathsheba whose dianns allured him from the paths oi 
TOtue* Affcer the fniit c^ their guilt had been cut o£^ and 
whHe David was yet mourning over his fall, the profkhet 
iNathaai was sent to comfort hiim, and to predict the birth 
of Sohmion. This prediction was a verj remarkable (me, 
and aithongh it was^ fulfilled in him, doubtless it had re- 
ference to One who said of himself, '^ a greater than SohK 
mon is here." When the child was. bom^ Naithan was 
again eommlssioned to go to the palace to declare the DiTiBe 
&T0ur towards him, and to give him a name significant of 
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heayen's regard. He was called Jedidiah, ^^ the beloTed 
of the Lord." 

Concerning the in&nt jears of Solomon nothing is re- 
corded: we may presume, however, from the character 
of his sire, that he was instructed rightly, and from his 
early piety, that he profited hy those instructions. In ao 
cordance with the Diyine predictions, David, before he 
closed his eyes in death, caused Solomon to be publicly 
consecrated to his office, and notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of Adonijah, his brother, he was fully established in 
his kingdom. The first acts of his public life hare an 
appearance of severity, but when we consider who the cha- 
racters were that were cut oflF — ^that they were men who 
had long merited punishment; and when we further con- 
sider that he acted by the counsels of his father, and that 
he was intrusted with the supreme authority, ^^for the 
punishment of evil doers," we must conclude that the 
deaths of Joab and Shimei, and even that of Adonijah 
his brother, were no more than acts which justice aternly 
demanded at his hands. Such it appears they were 
considered by his subjects, who not only feared but 
loved their king, for it is said, ^' And the Lord magnified 
him exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed 
upon him such royal majesty as had not been on any 
king before him in Israel/' and why? because he "loved 
the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father." 
• Soon after he ascended the throne, Solomon held a* 
solemn festival, before the ancient tabernacle of Moses at 
Gibeon; there he paid his public devotions to the Most 
High, and his conduct so pleased the Lord, that in a 
vision of the night, he promised to give him whatever he 
desired. Solomon availed himself of this offer; but what 
was the burden of his petition ? not riches, or dominions, 
or conquest, or glory, or pleasure, but an understanding 
heart to govern his subjects. This was a wise and noble 
request, and the Lord was so pleased with him for pre- 
ferring such a petition, that he gave him a promise of the 
most exalted wisdom, to which he added riches and 
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honours beyond all other kings of the earth; length of 
days was also promised him, if he persevered in the path 
of duty. After the solemnities were concluded at Gibeon, 
Solomon returned to Jerusalem, where he offered many 
sacrifices, and sealed his tows before the ark of the coye- 
nant; thus giving his testimony in favour of religion in the 
sight of all Israel, which could not fail of having the best 
effects upon the whole nation. 

. That God had answered the petition of Solomon was 
made manifest, in a remarkable case upon which he was 
called upon to pronounce his judgment, the decision of 
which gained him high renown. Two women who had 
lived together were each delivered of a son, and in the 
night one of the in&nts died, and its mother took it and 
laid it by the side of the other as she slept, and took the 
living child as her own. This produced a violent contest 
between the parties, and the matter was laid before the 
king, in whose presence each maintained her right to 
the living child. No evidence, however, could be brought 
forward in support of the claims of either, and in ^is 
dilemma the king ordered the living child to be divided, 
and by so doing produced the evidence of parental affec- 
tion. Its mother, rather than see her offspring slain, 
relinquished her pretensions, while the other was clamorous 
for the execution of the sentence. Whose child it tvas^ by 
this artifice became evident, and it was restored to its 
parent. It may be remarked, that the fame of this deci- 
sion of Solomon is supposed to have given rise to many 
experiments of a similar nature ; thus the emperor Clau- 
dius discovered a woman to be the mother of a son 
whom she disdained to own, by commanding her to be 
married to him, to avoid which she confessed the truth. 
Ariophames also, king of the Thracians, arbitrating be- 
tween three men, who all claimed to be sons of the Cim- 
merian king and demanded the succession, discovered the 
heir by ordering each to shoot an arrow into the dead 
body of the king, which order the son alone refused to 
obey. The Hindoo writings relate another circumstance 

o 
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more remarkably coineideiit than either of the preoediBg'. 
A woman bathing left her child on the tank, when m 
female demon carried it away. Both appeared before tbe 
Deity declaring their right to the child; and a command 
was given for each to seize it by a leg and an arm, and to 
pull with all their might in opposite directions. No 
sooner had they commenced than the child screamed, and 
the real mother left off pulling and resigned her dain 
to the other, and from her so doing, the judge decided it 
washers. 

But Solomon was celebrated not only for wisdom in 
judicial matters, but for his general managemoit of state 
afi^rs. By his deep skill, peace and prosperity abounded; 
his subjects were united, his dominions undisturbed and 
enlarged, and wealth and magnificence vastly increased. 
Nor did his wisdom stop here; he was learned in Tarions 
sciences, he spake much and wrote mudi in morab and 
natural philosophy for the instruction of mankind. Most 
of his compositions are lost, but three of his books, those 
of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and his Song of Songs, hold a 
distinguished place in the sacred canon. 

We have seen that a promise had been given to David 
that Solomon should build a temple for the living God. 
We have seen also that that monarch on his death-bed 
enjoined him to this great work. Nor was he unmindAiI 
of the promise or the injunction; it seems indeed to have 
been one of the leading objects to which he early directed 
his attention. He sent to Hiram the Tyrian king, whose 
subjects were renowned for their skill in architecture, for 
a proper person to superintend the building, and for 
workmen and materials. Hiram supplied him with aU. 
he desired, and a most magnificent structure was erected^ 
a structure which has been much celebrated in Jewiak 
history. When the temple was completed, Solomon him* 
self dedicated it to God in the most solemn manner, and 
conducted the ark of the covenant into the most holy 
place appointed for it, with songs of thanksgiving; and 
^' the gloxy of the Lord filled the house" in approbation of 
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his conduct. The king then declared his design in the 
erection of the temple, and praised God for the completion 
of his promise; after which he spread forth his hands 
toward heayen, and uttered a deep and ferrent prayer for 
the favour of God to all who should how before him in 
tlie temple. When his petitions were ended, he arose 
from his knees and gave his people his benediction, en- 
treating and charging them to dedicate themselres to the 
service of Jehovah. This festival lasted fourteen days, 
during which time sacrifices were offered ccmtinuallj. At 
the end of that time the people were dismissed, and tk^ 
departed widi sentiments of love to their monarch, and 
gratitude to their God. 

The fame of the wisdom of Solomon had become so 
universal, that many came from afar with costly gifts to 
be instructed by that wisdom which God had put into his 
heart. One remarkable instance is minutely recorded, 
lliis was the queen of Sheba, whom our Lord calls 
" Queen of the South.'* She came from a remote country 
with a great company, and camels that bare spices and 
gold in abundance, and precious stones, to commune widi 
him of all that was in her heart, or in other words, to oon- 
solt him on some difficult points in religion. This excel- 
lent woman, on whom our Saviour has bestowed a high 
encomium, and who adduced her example as a reproach 
to those who neglected to hear his words, in strains of 
admiration confessed the high attainments of Solomon, 
pronounced his people happy, and praised God for placing 
such a man on the throne of David. 

Thus far the reign of Solomon was glorious. He had 
continued faithful to €rod, and he had been rewarded by 
all that heart could wish. The fevour of the Most High 
rested upon himself and his people, and he was the envy 
and admiration of all the surrounding nations. But ah! 
how is he fallen! and that too in his declining years. 
Some have imagined that the first cause of his declension 
from the path of duty was his alliance with the daughter 

o2 
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of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Be this as it may, the final 
cause of his apostacy from God was, that he '^ loved maiEy 
strange women," whom he collected from all nations, and 
by whom he was enticed to acts of idolatry. So true it is 
that ^' eyil communications corrupt good manners." He 
bowed the knee to Ashtoreth, " the Venus of the Syrians," 
to Molech, '' the god of the Ammonites," and to Chemosh, 
'^ the god Bacchus," worshipped by the Moabites. 

Such conduct, as might be expected, brought severe 
judgments upon himself and the nation. The tranquillity of 
his reign was disturbed by intestine divisions and foreign 
foes; Hadad, the Edomite, regained the throne of his 
ancestors by force of arms, ^m the hands of Israel, and 
Bezen, a robber, seized upon Damascus, and made himself 
king of Syria. These two formed an alliance, and were 
potent foes to Israel all the latter days of Solomon. He 
also received a message from Qod testifying his displea- 
sure, and signifying his intention of dividing his kingdom 
after his death, and his own servant, Jeroboam, was to 
preside over ten tribes of Israel. The Divine threatening 
seems, at first, not to have had its intended effect up(m 
-his mind, for his resentment was kindled against Jero- 
boam, and he sought to slay him ; yet he died a penitent. 
This his book of Ecclesiastes, which was written in his 
old age, after long experience of sin and folly, abundantly 
testifies. Herein he confesses and deplores his errors; 
and, taking up the character of a preacher, warns others 
from following his example ; and herein he also describes the 
vanity and vexation of spirit attendant upon all sublunary 
pursuits. Solomon died after a reign of forty years, and 
was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, but according to the 
word of the Lord, ten tribes revolted, and were governed 
by Jeroboam. 

Should we possess brilliant talents, the fall of Solomon 
speaks loudly to us not " to be high-minded, but fear." 
If he, who possessed such talents, with such clear views 
of the Bedeemer as his writings exhibit,-^if he, who was 
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ako an illustrious type of that Redeemer,-— if he fell, let 
sSk those who think themselves secure hy wisdom, take 
beed lest they fall likewise. 

Do good; shun evil; live not thou 

i^ if at death thy being died; 
Nor error's syren voice allow, 

To draw thy steps from truth aside. 
Look to thy journey's end — the grave ! 
And trust in Him whose arm can save. — MoiR. 



ELIJAH. 



Then lived Elijah, mighty seer. 

By ravens daily fed ; 
Who in God's holy name and fear 

A life of wonders led. 

Nor did his death less testify^ 

A prophet's sacred claim ; 
Triumphantly upborne on high^ 

With car and steeds of flame. — Barton. 



Translated to Heaven, about a. m. 3108. 



While Scripture abounds with instances in which worldly 
pomp and distinctions have been bestowed on men un- 
worthy of the world, it also abounds with instances in 
which men of whom " the world was not worthy," hare 
^' wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins, being 
destitute, a£B[icted, tormented.** This may appear an ano- 
maly in the order of Divine proridence, but we have only 
to look oyer a few short years, and to contemplate the 
end of each, to be conyinced that it is right. 

Among the foremost in the list of those who suffered 
for righteousness' sake, stands Elijah, one of the most 
eminent prophets of the Old Testament, and one of the 
most exalted fayourites of heayen. This great man 
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a native of Tishbeh, a city of Gilead ; and he is fitst 
introduced to our notice in the Sacred History, as 
delivering an unwelcome message to Ahab, the most 
wicked of all the kings that had hitherto reigned over 
Israel. This monarch had married Jezebel, the daughter 
of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians, and by her influence 
he was so perverted from the right way, that he substituted 
as the national religion, the false worship of Baal, for that 
of the one true God. For this wickedness, Elijah was 
commissioned to declare to the apostate monarch, that 
there should be neither dew nor rain on the land for three 
successive years. The warning was given with prompti- 
tude and faithfulness, and failing to have any effect upon 
Ahab, was fulfilled, — a fruitful laud was turned into har- 
renness for the wickedness of them that dwelt therein. 

Terrible indeed must have been the effects of this 
drought in Israel ; but, in the midst of this general cala- 
mity, there was one who was preserved from its ravages 
in a wonderful manner ; Elijah was commanded to take 
up his residence " by the brook Cherith, that is before 
Jordan," where he was to drink of the brook, and to be 
fed by ravens. Strong in faith the prophet obeyed 
the command, and " the ravens brought him bread 
and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 
evening, and he drank of the brook." In this secluded 
situation the prophet continued for some time thus mira- 
culously sustained. At length the brook dried up, and 
the ravens failed in their attendance ; but the Lord had 
not failed him, he still extended the same care to^vards 
him; he directed him to go to Zarephath, a town of 
JHioenicia, assuring him that a widow would there sustain 
him, and he accordingly left his seclusion to enter again 
iato the society of men. When he arrived at Zarephath, 
the same Providence that had directed his steps thither, 
brought the woman out of the city to meet him. But 
what was her object in coming thither ? it was not to con- 
gratulate the weary wanderer on his arrival, and to wel- 
come him to her well-fumishcd board, but to gather a few 
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^cks in order to bake her last meal ere ske and her only 
son laid themselTes down to die with hunger. How theki 
-was she to support another ? Thus reason would ask ; 
but Elijah nothing doubting, when ^e related to him her 
pitiful case, requested, and persisted in his request, com- 
manding her to make him a cake first, and then to make 
jfor herself and son, adding this remarkable promise, that 
her barrel of meal should not waste, nor her cruse of oil 
&il^ until the day that rain descended upon the earth. 
The woman believed his words, ^ And she went and did 
according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and 
her house did eat many days. And the barrel of meal 
wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to 
the word of the Lord, which he spake by Ehjah." 

While the prophet resided with this widow, her son 
fell sick and died. This was a grievous trial to her, and 
she could not help complaining to the prophet: under deep 
convictions of guilt she considered it a calamity, inflicted 
by hU hand upon her for past offences, and she desired 
him to depart from her. But Elijah, participating in her 
distress, went and poured out his soul before God, and 
the child, in answer to his prayer, was restored to life and 
to lus motiier's arms. This was the first miracle of the 
kind thctt had ever been wroij^ht upon earth. Great, 
thM!<efore, must have been the &ith of this man of God, 
to have asked and to have expected such an event to take 
place, and great was die honour conferred npon him for 
tint faith. 

The period at length arrived when the famine was t» 
cease, and although Ahab humbled not himself nor sought 
itB cessation, Elijah was commanded to present himself 
before him, to intimate that Israel would shortly be deli* 
?ered from its ravages. The monarch, it appears, had sought 
the liie of the prophet, during the time he was smarting 
under the rod of heaven, imagining that he was the cawsa 
of their affliction; but tbis was no obstacle to Elijah im 
the path of duty ; he feared not his wrath, but went fear* 
lessly on his errand. As he was going he met Obadiah, 
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ihe stewaid of Aliab, wlio was traTersiiig the land in 
aearch of water for the cattle. This good man had pre- 
served his integrity in the midst of a coimpt court, and 
bad been an instrument in the hand of God of pieseiring 
a hundred of his prophets, by concealing them by fifdes 
in a care. When he met the prophet, he fell on his fiioe 
and said '^ Art thou my lord Elijah T He replied, he 
was ; and bade him go and inform Ahab of his arrivaL 
This command gave him great uneasiness ; he was afinid 
if he told his master, the Spirit of the Lord would, in the 
mean time, conyey him away, and his life would be the 
forfeit of the apparent false intelligence ; but upon Elijah 
making a solemn assereration that he must see Ahab that 
day, he went, and the king came to meet the prophet ; 
but he came with no entreaties to be delirered from the 
£Eunine ; as soon as he met Elijah, he chaiged him with 
being the troubler of Israel, litis charge he repelled, and 
had the holy boldness to turn it against the king himself; 
he reproved him for his iniquities, and ascribed all the 
miseries of the land to his idolatrous practices. He then 
commanded Ahab to convene all the priests of Baal upon 
Mount Carmel in the sight of all IsraeL 

That such a man as Ahab should obey the command of 
Elijah, whom he considered his greatest enemy, is a matter 
of surprise ; but it is probable t^at he considered it would 
be a good opportunity of slaying him. Be his motive what 
it might, Ahab, with eight hundred and fifty false pro- 
phets, came at the time appointed, and Elijah only stood 
before them, to vindicate the cause of the one true God. 
As they thus stood, Elijah, undaunted by their numbers^ 
made this bold appeal to Israel : '^ How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the Lord be Grod follow him: 
but if Baal, then follow him*' Elijah then proposed that 
two sacrifices should be offered ; one by the prophets of 
Baal to their deity, and one by himself to Jehovah, and 
that he who should answer by fire should be considered as 
iheir God. 

It has been observed, that ^^ the idea of a trial of powev 
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between gods different and adverse, was not unknown 
to the ancient heathen;" but how magnificent and con- 
Tixicing is the eyidence of the power of Jehoyab with 
which this transaction concludes, compared with the 
trickery adopted by the heathen priests in the behalf of 
tkeir respectire gods on such occasions. Rufinus relates 
a story analogous to the present as regards the agency 
employed : '^ The Chaldeans," he says, ^' who adored fire, 
carried their gods into several countries, to try his power 
over the different gods of other nations ; he baffled the 
images of brass, gold, silver, wood, or of whatever mate- 
rials they were made, testifying his power, by reducing 
ihem to dust, and by so doing, established his worship 
wherever he came. At length he was brought to Egypt ; 
here the priest of Canopus conceived a stratagem which 
gacceeded in evincing the superiority of the god whom he 
served. The jars in which the E^ptians were wont to 
purify the waters of the Nile, were perforated on all sides 
with small imperceptible holes; the priest took one of 
these, and stopping up the holes with wax, fitted to the jar s 
mouth the head of an idol; when, therefore, the Chal- 
dean priests applied their fire to it, the heat melted the wax, 
and the water flowing out, extinguished the fire, giving 
Ganopus the victory over the god of the Chaldeans." 

How different is the transaction in which Elijah was 
concerned ; there was no artifice used by him ; all was 
dear as the sun in noon day. The priests of Baal ac- 
cepted his proposal, and after making preparations, cutting 
themselves with knives and lancets, they invoked the aid 
of their deity ; but it was in vain, " there was no voice, 
nor any that answered." 

Mijah waited for some time, but when it was evident 
that it was in vain, with words of the severest irony, 
he ridiculed their expectations. But this, instead of con- 
vincing them of their folly, only served to increase their 
aidour ; they renewed their cries, but still they cried in 
vain. The day was now far spent, and Elijah preparing 
as altar, laid the victim thereon, then causing water to be 
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poured three times over the sacriiice, he addressed a fer- 
rent prayer to Jehovah to decide the oontest, that his 
people might be recovered from their apostacj. He spake, 
and when he ceased, fire fell from heaven and consumed 
the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and licked 
up the water in the trench ; and the people convinced foy 
this miracle cried out, ^ The Lord, he is the God; the 
Lord, he is the God." While under this conviction, Elijah, 
as though possessed of supreme authority, commanded the 
priests of Baal to be slain according to the Divine law, 
and the people executed his command, in the sight of 
Ahab. 

£lijah now gave the monarch an assurance that there 
would be an abundance of rain, and when he returned tD 
Jezreel, accompanied him thither, probably in hopes of 
carrying on the work of reformation; but he had bo 
sooner arrived there, than he heard that Jezebel, enraged 
at the slaughter of her prophets, had determined that he 
also should be slain ; on hearing which he fled into the 
wilderness, where He who had before commanded the 
ravens and the widow to support him, sent an angel with 
food for his sustenance. 

Like his predecessor Moses, the prophet continued in 
the wilderness forty days ; at the end of that time he came 
to Horeb, the Mount of God, where God again revealed 
his glorious majesty, as he had done to his servant of old. 
A mighty wind first rent the mountains and tore in pieces 
the rocks ; then there was an earthquake, and then a fire, 
but the Lord was in neither, but in a ^^ still small voice" 
that followed. £lijah stood in the entering of the cave, 
and the voice asked him '' What doest thou here, Elijahs 
He complained that he had been very jealous for the Lord 
God of Hosts, but all in vaiu, for idolatry covered the 
land, and of all the prophets of the Lord, he alone was 
left, and his life was sought. Thus evincing that he was 
a man of like passions with ourselves by sinful despon- 
dency. He seems to have imagined that the case of Israel 
was a hopeless one ; that they had gone so far from oii* 
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ginsJ righteousness as to be past recoyery, and that his 
seryices were no longer needed ; but the Lord sent him to 
his work again : he commissioned him to anoint Hazael 
king over Syria, Jehu over Israel, and Eiisha to the pro- 
phetical office in his room ; and he was encouraged to 
obey the mandate by the &ct hitherto unknown to him, 
that there were seven thousand in Israel who had neither 
bowed their knees to Baal, nor kissed him. Weil then 
might the poet sing, in allegorical language, 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene. 

The durk imfathomed caves of ocean bear; 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness in the desert air. — GRikv. 

Elijah obeyed the injunction, and executed the commis- 
sions God had given him ; and Eiisha, who was anointed 
to become his successor, became his attendant during his 
Hfe. 

Although the prophet had fled from Ahab to secure his 
life, nevertheless, when he received a command agaiA to 
present himself before him, and to denounce the venge- 
ance of heaven against him, he hesitated not to obey. 
This was on the occasion of the murder of Naboth, to 
obtain his vineyard ; Ahab had a desire for this vineyard, 
and he wished to purchase it, but Naboth refused to sell 
his patrimonial land; and this refusal affected him so 
much that he fell sick ; Jezebel discovering the cause of 
his indisposition, taunted him for his weakness, and taking 
the management of the a££air into her own hands, she 
caused Naboth to be slain, and then bade Ahab arise and 
take possession. The monarch came to the spot, and 
while he was surveying the ill-gotten treasure, Elijah 
stood before him, and pronounced his own doom, and the 
destruction which awaited his impious queen, and the 
whole of his posterity. 

After this, Elijah appeared no more to Ahab, for very 
shortly after, that monarch perished in the manner the 
prophet had described. We see Elijah, however, apmn 
executing the Divine commission at ike hazard of h* 
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Ahaziab, who had ascended the throne of Israel, fell sick, 
and he had despatched his servants to inquire of an heathen 
oracle whether he should recoyer, and while on their waj 
Elijah met them, and commanded them to return to thehr 
lord with a declaration that he should certainly die for 
his contempt of the Qod of Israel. This excited the rage 
of the king against him, and he sent a troop of soldiers 
to apprehend him. Thej accordingly went, and requested 
him to go with them ; hut Elijah, moved hy inspiration, 
called down fire from heaven, and it fell, and consumed 
them. Regardless of this dreadful event, another troop 
was directed to go, and they likewise perished ; still un- 
convinced of his error, a third company was despatched 
hy the king, hut the leader, instead of requesting the pro- 
phet to go with him, sued for his life. Elijah was now 
directed to go with them, and in the chamher of the mo- 
narch repeated his former threatening, and yet escaped 
unhurt. 

As the life of Elijah had, in many respects, heen extra- 
ordinary, so was his end. Soon after the ahove transac- 
tion, while engaged in visiting the schools of the prophets, 
he was warned of his departure, and taking with him 
Elisha, he went towards ihe river Jordan, and hy the 
same miraculous power that Moses and Joshua had ex- 
ercised, he smote the waters, which divided, and they passed 
over on dry ground. When they had gained the opposite 
shore, '' hehold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and 
horses of fire, and parted them hoth asunder ; and Elijah 
went up hy a whirlwind into heaven." 

Once since his glorious translation Elijah appeared 
again on earth. On Mount Tahor, with Moses, the illus- 
trious lawgiver of Israel, he held a conference, as the great 
restorer of that law, with the Messiah, the fulfiller of all 
righteousness, on the great work of human redemption. 
Seeing then such honours were hestowed on him, what 
becomes of the apparent anomaly in the order of Divine 
providence in the sufferings of the people of God? 
Yerily, their ^' light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
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worketh for" them, ^^ a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." Every thing in the world that is great 
and glorious, nay, the wondrous glohe itself, must de- 
cay; hut they shsdl live for eyer in glory — shall stand in 
the presence of their God. 

When Bhrivelling like a parched scroll 

The flaming heavens together roll ; 

When louder yet, and yet more dread, 

Swells the high trump that wakes the dead. — Scott. 



ELISHA. 



In him Elisha we behold, 
A being of superior mould. 

One purified from all self love; 
In all he did, where'er he came, 
This only was his holy aim — 

The woes of others to remove. 

Yet when, as delegate of heaven, 

To him the dread command was given. 

To doom the guilty unto death ; 
He, like a God, severe, but just, 
All faithful to his sacred trust. 

Breathed on them his destroying breath. 

Born, a. m. 3073. Died, 3163. 



When any eminent servant of God is taken away from 
earth, we are ready to lament the loss as irreparable, for- 
getting, that He who raised up the departed one, is able 
also to raise up another equally faithful in the execution 
of his work. Thus, when Elijah was translated to hea- 
ven, much concern prevailed among the sons of the pro- 
phets, and they eagerly sought him amid mountains and 
valleys, in the hope that he was not in reality departed. 
But although they returned in sorrow, convinced that 
he was taken from them, they received comfort, in that 
the Almighty had appointed a successor : with joy t^ 
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exclaimed, ''The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Etiriia.'' 
This great man was called from a low station in life to 
his exalted office ; as he was Mlowing the plough, Elijak 
passed hj and cast his mantle upon him. This he under- 
stood to be, as it really was, a call from Clod, and he nnhesi* 
tatingly left all his former connexions and engagements, 
and became the constant attendant upon Elijah, sharing 
his poyertj and his persecutions. Long time he enjoyed 
his lioly converse, and deeply was he attached to his 
master. This his conduct displayed on the day of Elijah's 
departure; though entreated to desist from his attendance, 
again and again he declared, " I will not leaye thee !" Nor 
did he leave him; he was honoured with witnessing the 
translation, and obtained, as he had requested, with the 
falling mantle of EUjah, a double portion of his spirit. 

Elisha soon experienced the assistance of that spirit; on 
his return he smote the waters of Jordan, and they again 
dirided and he passed over. This was observed by the 
sons of the prophets, and they joyfully acknowledged him 
as the successor of Elijah. Nor was this the only transac- 
tion which proved Ids Divine legation; a succession of 
miracles of mercy and of judgment fc^owed in its train. 
Elisha took up his residence at Jericho. This was a plea- 
sant situation, but the waters were impure, and the country 
barren; at the request of its inhabitants, Elisha, by 
simply casting salt into the water, in faith, healed it ; its 
brackishness was purged, and the land became fruitful. 
This fountain, which is still existing, is thus described by 
a modem traveller: '^Its waters are received into a basin 
about nine or ten paces long, and five or six broad, and 
from thence issuing out in good plenty, divide them- 
selves into several small streams, dispersing their refre^- 
ment between this and Jericho, rendering it exceedii^ly 
fruitful. Close by the fountain grows a large tree, spread- 
ing its boughs over the water." This miracle was followed 
by a miracle of judgment. Removing from Jericho to 
Bethel, a company of youths of that city, where the golden 
ealf was wOTshipped, came out and poured personal con- 
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tempt upon Elisha, and derided tlie translation of Elijah 
bj bidding hint '^ go up" after bis master. This was ex- 
ceedingly impious, for it was not only an act of disrespeet 
to the prophet, but a direct insult to the power and 
najestj of Grod. But thej did not act thus with impunftj; 
Elisba turning back, in the name of the Lord pronounced 
the Divine yengeanee upon them, and at his word, two 
bears issued from an adjoining wood and destroyed forty- 
two of the reyilers ; a fearful punishment indeed, and one 
which ought to be a warning to youth not to despise the 
aged servants of Grod. 

From Bethel, Elisha proceeded to Mount Carmel, and 
from thence to Samaria; but he did not long remain in. 
sedusion. He was called upon to attend the armies of 
Israel^ Judah, and Edom, whom he saved by his prayers. 
They were in danger of perishing, not only by their oppo- 
nents, the Moabites, but by drought ; in this distressing 
situation the associated monarchs waited upon Elisha, 
soliciting his aid. Tw^o of these kings were idolaters, and 
one of these idolaters was Jehoram, king of Israel, whom 
the prophet boldly reproved for his hypocrisy in applying 
to him, and for his blind attachment to the idolatries of 
his father s bouse, and plainly told him, that were it not 
for Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, he would pay no 
regard to his entreaties. For this pious prince, who was 
steadfast in the worship of Jehovah, the prophet however 
had regard, and for his sake he sought of heaven and 
received an assurance that they should shortly be delivered 
from the drought, and obtain a victory over their enemies, 
which came to pass. Yet though the interposition of 
Elisha had obtained for these kings this miraculous deli- 
verance, it does not appear that he was advanced or 
esteemed at court, for he continued a poor man. But 
though poor, he dispensed blessii^ wherever be came. 
By the supernatural powers bestowed upon him be 
wrought many miracles, not for bis own advancement, 
but for the happiness of others. The poor widow of a 
fidthful proj^et, unable to satisfy the demands of aa 
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inexorable creditor who had taken her two sons as bonds* 
men, sought relief at his hands. Her case was truly 
lamentable; she had nothing in her house ^' save a pot 
of oil," an article in itself of little value, but Elisiia 
converted it into a means of deliverance. He multiplied 
it in so laige a measure, that by the sale thereof her debts 
were discharged, her sons rescued from bondage, and her 
family supported. 

As Elisha was travelling through the land, having, it 
appears no certain dwelling-place, at Shunem he met 
with a warm reception from a pious woman. She invited 
him to her house, and importuned her husband to build 
him a room, which she furnished with every thing neces- 
sary for his use. Grateful for her kindness, and wishing 
to repay her for the bounties received, the prophet offered 
to exert his influence for her at court or elsewhere. But 
the benevolent Shunammite had not bestowed favours in 
hope of a return; nor was she ambitious ; a sweet content 
pervaded her liberal mind. " I dwell," said she, " among 
mine own people ;" thus preferring the happiness she en- 
joyed in the bosom of her family to the splendours of a 
court. Not knowing what further to propose in way of 
recompense, his servant suggested that his benefactress had 
no child; Elisha, therefore, gave her the promise of a son, 
removing thereby her only want; which declaration, not- 
withstanding the unbelief of the mother and the age of 
both parents, was fulfilled. 

Biit there is a worm at the root of our earthly com- 
forts. The children of our love may be taken from us 
at the very time that they form our greatest happiness. 
Thus it was with this pious woman; no sooner had 
her child grown up, than he fell sick and died. This 
was a dreadful shock to her maternal feelings, but 
her faith supported her; she hastened to Mount Car* 
mel, whither Elisha had removed, to lay her grief 
before him* The prophet perceived her afar off, and sent 
his servant. to inquire whether all was well with herself 
and family: and resigned to the will of God, she calmly 



d by Google 



BLISHA. 209 

replied, ^' It is well." But human nature must feel the 
pang of separation, and the Shunammite felt it bitterly. 
When she came into the presence of the man of Gh)d, her 
agony was so great that for some time ' she could not 
•peak; she fell down in silence and embraced his feet. 
At length her powers of speech returned, and she patheti- 
eallj exclaimed, '^ Did I desire a son of my lord? did I 
not say, Do not deceive me?" This was sufficient ; Elisha 
understood the meaning of her sorrow, and grieving for 
her, he sent Gehazi immediately with orders to lay his 
staff upon the face of the child. This action appears to 
have sprung from the impulse of his own mind, and as 
might be expected, it failed in its effect. Gehazi did as 
he was commanded, but the silence of death still prevailed 
when the prophet and the mother entered the chamber ; 
but "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." To this Elisha now resorted, and his in- 
tercessions prevailed; the child was restored to its mother. 

Like his predecessor, Elisha visited the schools of the 
prophets to instruct them in spiritual matters; and not 
only their spiritual improvement engaged his attention, 
but their temporal wants. At one time when oppressed 
with famine he relieved them; at another when in danger 
of being poisoned by noxious herbs he saved them ; and at 
another he fed one hundred miraculously, with the veiy 
food provided for his own sustenance, — so ready was he 
" to every good work." 

But it was not the schools of the prophets, nor his own 
countrymen alone, that felt the benefits of his miraculous 
powers. Naaman, a Syrian general, was afflicted with 
leprosy, and hearing from a little maid, an Israelitish captive, 
of the fame of Elisha, he was induced to solicit his assist- 
ance. Application was first made to the king of Israel 
by letter, who, forgetting that he had an Elisha in his 
kingdom, concluded that it was a subterfuge of the 
Syrian king for the purpose of provoking a war. Elisha 
heard of the transaction, and sent a reproof to Jehoiam 
for his neglect of the prophets of the Lord. *^ Wherefore," 
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nid he, ^^ hast thou rent thj clothes? let him come now 
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel." 
Naaman came, therefore, with much pomp, and stood at 
the door of the honse of Elisha, where as he waited he 
receiyed a message ^m the prophet to go and wash seven 
times in Jordan, and he should he healed. The haughty- 
Syrian, imagining that he was treated uncourteouslj, on 
receiving this message, went away in a rage, despising the 
means prescribed for his recovery. The waters of Damas- 
cus he conceived were infinitely superior to the waters of 
Israel, and therefore he disdained to wash himself therein. 
His attendants, however, remonstrated with him on the 
impropriety of his conduct, and he complied with the di- 
rection, and experienced the promised cure; and now the 
mighty warrior was humbled and filled with gratitude, 
he returned to the prophet and made a confession of his 
faith in the God of Israel, and earnestly entreated him to 
accept a present, but the prophet refused, and sent him 
away in peace, — so truly disinterested was his conduct, and 
so generous his concern for the honour of religion. Not 
so, however, was Gehazi ; the example of the master was 
lost upon the servant. He had heard the offer made and 
coveted the treasures ; when, therefore, Naaman had 
departed he followed, and pretending he was sent bj 
Elisha on behalf of two young prophets who were just 
arrived on a visit, he requested a talent of silver and two 
changes of raiment for them. The generous Syrian, pleased 
at the opportunity of showing his gratitude, doubled his 
request, and Gehazi returned with his treasure; which he 
deposited in security, and then stood before his master. 
But the fraud was not a secret ; it had been revealed to 
Elisha, who, after expressing his abhorrence of the crime, 
in God's name entailed upon him and his posterity the 
leprosy of Naaman, '' And he went out from his presence a 
leper as white as snow." 

Elisha continued to be a blessing to his country, both 
by his public and private acts. In a war which raged be- 
tween Syria and Israel, his private intelligence so defeated 
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the designs of the enemj, that his countxj was sated 
thereby from destruction. This brought his life ini4 
danger, for the Syrian monarch, discovering the cause of 
his ill-snccess, sent a body of armed men to apprehend 
him. They surrounded the place of his residence, but they 
Were not suffered to harm him ; they were smitten with 
blindness, and in that condition the prophet conducted 
ihem like a conqueror to Samaria, and delivered them up 
to the king of Israel. Jehoram proposed their destruetiofl 
as his lawful prey, but full of compassion even for his 
enemies, the prophet reproved him for it, and taught him 
the better lesson of mercy, and they were sent away 
unharmed. 

The life of Elisha was again in imminent danger; the 
Syrian king, unmoved by his generosity, so closely besieged 
Samaria, that the inhabitants were in danger of perishing 
by famine. Many indeed died, and others were saved 
only by the dreadful expedient of consuming their own 
ol%ring. The king himself felt the calamity, but so 
hardened was his heart, that instead of applying to Elisha 
for relief, he regarded him as the author of the evil, and 
he sent an executioner to destroy him. Elisha was aware 
of his danger, but he stirred not from his house; he 
received the messenger with undisturbed tranquillity, and 
suffered no harm. Soon after, the king himself came, 
probably with an intention of seeing his purpose carried 
into execution; but Elisha pacified his resentment by 
telling him that on the morrow the calamity would cease, 
and that plenty would abound. The thing appeared so in<- 
credible, that one of the courtiers ridiculed the assertion, 
but Elisha calmly replied that he should see it with his 
eyes, but should not partake of the blessing. This pre^ 
diction was accomplished; the Syrians, imagining they 
heard the sound of a mighty host, suddenly raised the 
siege and fled, leaving all their wealth and all their provi^ 
noiis behind; and the people overjoyed at their deliverance 
thronged the gate, and the courtier whose doom was 
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foretold, being appointed to take charge thereof, Wttift 
trodden to death in the crowd. 

About this time the kindness of the Shunammite to 
Elisha receiyed a further recompense; by his counsel di6 
escaped the famine, and by his influence, after the femine 
had ceased, she recoyered her possessions, of which sbe 
had been unjustly depriyed. 

But the labours of Elisha were not exclusiyely confined 
to Israel; shortly after this we find him in Damascus, the 
capital of Syria, where that monarch resided who had 
sought his l^e; but Benhadad was on a bed of sickness, 
and his animosity was remoyed« Hearing he was in th<& 
city, he sent to him Hazael, his prime minister, to inquire 
of the Lord whether he should recoyer. The behayiour of 
Elisha to Hazael was yery remarkable; he told him that 
his master might recoyer, inasmuch as his disorder was not 
in itself fatal; but he added, ^^the Lord hath shewed me 
that he shall surely die," then fixing his eyes steadfastly 
upon him, he burst into tears. He foresaw the miseries 
the man who stood before him should bring upon Israel, 
and prophetically warned him of the wanton cruelties he 
was about to exercise. On hearing the black catalogue of 
crimes which was laid before him as his own, Hazael was 
astonished; he could not belieye it was in his nature to 
perform such deeds of cruelty, and reyolting at the base 
idea, he exclaimed, '^ But what ! is ihy seryant a dog, that 
he should do this great thing r and yet upon his depar- 
ture he immediately began to fulfil the prediction by 
slaying his prince and usurping his throne. 

The Almighty had determined on remoying Jehoram 
from the throne of Israel, and he reyealed his intentions 
to Elisha, who sent one of the young prophets to anoint 
Jehu, king in his stead. For a long time after this eyent 
no mention is made of the prophet ; but though he liyed 
in obscurity, we may conclude that he was employed use- 
fully, and honoured by his God; for when his hour of 
dissolution drew nigh, among his weeping attendants we 
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find Joash, who was king of Israel at that time. Elisha 
died at the age of ninety years, above sixty after he had 
Jteceiyed the appointment to his prophetical office, which 
he discharged with so much zeal and fidelity. His end 
was not so triumphant as that of his master; but though 
hit had to pass through the yalley of the shadow of death, 
doubtless he entered into that world of spirits whither 
Elijah had ascended before. 

The miraculous powers with which Elisha had been in- 
vested in life, not altogether ceased in the tomb; a dead 
body coming into contact with his mouldering dust was 
restored to Ufe. This was probably designed to teach that 
infidel age the certainty of a resurrection. Nor does it 
teach them alone; by it we are taught to look to One 
superior, to the great Elisha, to Him who was dead and is 
alive, and who ^' through death has destroyed him that had 
the power of death," in order that we may have a sure 
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection, may sing— 

These ashes too, this little dust 

Our Father's care shall keep, 
Till the last angel rise and break 

The long and dreary sleep. 

Then love's soft dew on every eye 

Shall shed its mildest rays; 
And the long-dlent dust shall burst 

With shouts of endless praise. 

KiRKB Wain. 
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Hb wiB a proplwi ; yet a man, 
With errors rankling at his breiflt; 

In 1dm we proud self-^oiy scan, 
And anger that begets unreii. 

No matter what a nation feels, 
So he preserves his own fiur fame ; 

If B0t» his anger he rermk^ 
And pours on heaven itself the blame. 

Prophesied about a.m. 3200, 



Tbb effects of the fall of Adam are seen more or lew m 
the charaoter of eTery man, not eren excepting the most 
eminent serraatg of God. This truth leceiyes a peculiar 

illustration from the conduct of Jonah the prophet, who 
was, it is supposed, the author of the book which bears 
his name, and which represents himself in a yeiy un- 
fayourable light. Jonah was the son of Amittai, a pro- 
phet of Gathhepher, in Galilee; he lired and prophesied 
in Israel about the time of Jeroboam the Second, not long 
after the time of E^isha, With the subjects of his general 
pifO^heciea we are unacquainted; the book refers only 
to one particular commission which was given him to 
execute at a distance from Judea; he was sent to Nine- 
yeh, the capital of Assjria, a large and abandoned city, to 
predict its destruction. The command and his dutj were 
explicit, but Jonah, knowing that God was '' a gracious 
CU)d, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness," 
feared that if the Ninevites repented, their destruction 
would be stayed, and he should be accounted a false pro- 
phet ; he therefore left his abode, and fled from the 
presence of the Lord, hoping that he should hear no more 
of the command. 

But vain were the hopes of the prophet; "the eyes of 
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tlie Lord are in eyery place,* He marked the steps of the 
fugitive, and was resolved to bring him back to his dutj. 
Jonah had embarked in a ship, and was sailing on the 
mighty waters for Tarshish, as if Tcurshish was a place 
where God was not. The bark rode smoothly along to- 
wards the desired haren, and Jonah was slumbering hk 
hours away in apparent security, when all on a sudden a 
mighty tempest arose, which filled the mariners with 
alarm for their safety. Still Jonah slumbered on regard- 
less of the danger ; but at length when all hopes of saving 
the ship had vanished, the shipmaster, who was probably 
a stranger to the living God, roused him to prayer, 
sounding in his ears, words, that must have been at once 
an alarm and reproof to his guilty soul: '^ What meanest 
thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 
Qod will think upon us, that we perish not." 

The prophet awoke, but whether he obeyed the injunc- 
tion to pray we know not ; if he did, it was unanswered. 
The storm still raged, and it raged with such unusual 
fury, that the sailors concluded that Divine vengeance 
pursued some one among them for some uncommon crime. 
They therefore determined upon casting lots, if haply 
Aey might discover the guilty person. This act was in 
itself superstitious, but the providence of God overruled it 
for the detection of Jonah, for on him the lot fell, and he 
confessed his sin. 

Deep must have been the prophet's anguish when he 
saw that the wrath of Ijieaven had overtaken him ; when 
he saw that there was no escape from God, and that the 
guilty must su£fer. Amid this anguish he pronounced his 
own doom, directing the mariners to cast him overboard, 
as on his account the storm had evidently arisen. 
They were, however, unwilling to execute the sentence, 
and for a long time struggled to gain the land, but it was 
all in vain, Jonah was demanded at their hands, and th^ 
had no alternative but to commit him to the wares; he 
sank in the waters, and all was calm. 

After such an event, who could expect to hear r 
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more of Jonah? and yet we find him again on earth; lie 
had gone down into the mighty deeps, but he perished 
not. That Grod to whom the secrets of those deeps are 
known, and who can make every living creature senre 
him, had prepared ^' a great fish" to swallow him up alire^ 
and after he had been entombed in its belly three daytf 
and three nights, He caused it to yield up its prey unharmed, 
in answer to the prophet's earnest penitential prayer. 

Much profane wit has been levelled at this transac- 
tion. Taking it for granted a whale is meant, the infidel 
sneers at the statement, since the swallow of the whale is 
not large enough for man to pass. But the text does not 
say a whale, but '* a great fish," and though our Savioiir 
alluding to the circumstance mentions it as a whale, ihe 
name collated with the original is to be understood not as 
the name of any one fish, but as a common name for the 
larger tenants of the mighty waters. Until, therefore, it 
can be shown that there is no "great fish" capable of 
swallowing a man, this objection is abortive ; that there 
are such has been proved, for entire bodies have been 
found in some of the different species of the shark. One 
explanation, however, might allow it to be a whale, — ^that 
is, to suppose it did not swallow Jonah, but only detain 
him in its mouth. This might be the case, and it is well 
known that the mouth of a common whale when open, 
presents a cavity not only large enough to contain a man; 
but a merchant-ship's jolly-boat full of men. But vain are 
the cavils of the sceptic on this or any other subject 
connected with the Bible; nothing is too hard for the 
Lord ; to Him, as has been well remarked, " it was not 
harder to preserve Jonah in the belly of the fish, than the 
three youths at Babylon in the midst of the burning fieiy 
furnace." 

Jonah was now again commissioned to go and preach at 
Nineveh, and having learnt obedience by his sufferings, he 
went accordingly and predicted its overthrow. The inha» 
hitants of that vast city attended to his words, and be- 
Ueved in the Lord; they had doubtless heard of his mighty 
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deeds, and were conyinced that the God of Israel was 
able to perform that which he had spoken hy the mouth 
of his prophet. They therefore humhled themselves be-* 
fore Him, from the greatest to the lowest, with fasting and 
weeping, and mourning, hoping that He would turn away 
firom them his fierce anger. 

The swains forgot their sheep, nor near the brink 
Of mnning waters brought their herds to drink; 
The thirsty cattle, of themselves, abstained 
From water, and their grassy fare disdained. — Dryden. 

Their distress reached the throne of heaven, and God in 
his mercy spared them. This example of the Ninevites 
was adduced by our Saviour as a reproof to that genera- 
tion to which he preached: " The men of Nineveh shall 
rise up in judgment against this generation and shall con- 
demn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah. 
And, behold, a greater than Jonah is here." 

It might have been supposed that the prophet, when he 
heard of their penitence and deliverance, would have 
rejoiced and praised God for his mercy. But it was not 
so; ^^it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry." He would rather have seen the city and its inhabi- 
tants involved in one common ruin than that his word 
should have fuled. He bitterly complained that his pre- 
dictions were falsified, and wished to die, as if he was of 
more importance than the thousands that were saved. 
This conduct of Jonah was exceedingly sinful, and the 
Lord was displeased with him for it, and yet his displea- 
sure was attended with much tenderness. He rebuked 
him, but it was in love^ and in such a manner, as to con- 
vince him of his folly without the strokes of his rod. 
Jonah had retired a short distance from the city waiting 
with eager expectation to see it consumed ; here he sat 
ruminating upon his supposed grief while the sun smote 
upon his head, and as he thus sat, the Lord prepared a 
shelter for him ; a gourd, generally supposed to be the 
Palma Christi, a plant somewhat like a lily, with large 
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smooth leavefl, miracalonslj sprang up, and OTerahadovred 
him. This was, as we shall see, intended to ooii* 
Tince him of his error ; Jonah was exceedingly pleased 
with the gourd, and as he reposed heneath its shade, it 
seemed to lighten his grief; hat while he was thus re- 
joicing, as suddenly it had grown up, so suddenly was it 
remoyed; a worm smote its root, and he was left to faint 
beneath the noontide rays. And now again his grief 
burst forth, he mourned for the loss of his gourd, and as 
before, wished to die. Still the Almighty bore with Kis 
impatience, and, intent only upon the correction of hiseyil 
temper, Ihus expostulated with him : '' Doest thou well 
to be ai^ry?" The fretful prophet in reply presumpta- 
oosly exclaimed, '' I do well to be angry, eyen unto death.'* 
Still his mercy failed not; gentle reasoning from' the 
mouth of God followed this ebullition of wrath from his 
creature: '^ Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which 
thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow ; which 
came up in a night and perished in a night : and should I 
not spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than 
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also mudi 
caUler 

What effect this wise and conclusiye reasoning had 
upon the mind of Jonah we know not, as his histcny ends 
here; yet we may infer from the fact of his having related 
his own sinfulness in such glowing terms, that he was 
conyinced of his error. Let us take warning by his 
example, and guard against an undue loye of self and the 
indulgence of eyil temper; two mighty barriers in the path 
of our religious duties. 

But the history of Jonah teaches us things of more im- 
portance eyen than these; it teaches us to look to the 
death and resurrection of the Son of Man which it sha* 
dows forth. As Jonah was three days and three nights 
in the whale's belly, so also was the Messiah three days 
and three nights in the lower parts of the earth, from 
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vbeikee he arose, according to the Seriptnres, for oar sal- 
TBtion, Let us so live in the faith of that SaTiour, as to 
adopt these words of the poet with confidence:-— 

To thee v/e look, to thee we bow, 

To thee for aid we call ; 
Our life, our reeurreetion, thou. 

Our hope^ our joy, our alL — NxwroN* 



HEZEKIAH. 



His only praise atteuds the pious heir ; 

He m whose soul the virtnes all eonspiie 

The best good son from tiie worst wids^ed sire. 

Behold ! in Hezekiah's golden reign 

Long exiled piety returns again ; 

Again in genuine purity she shines, 

And with her presenoe gilds the long neglected shrines. 

Da. JjQWTtu 



Born, a.m. 32A3. Dizd, 3307. 



That the evil example of wicked parents is ofttimes fatal 
to the moral and religious improyement of their offiipring, 
nofie can deny^ for scriptore history and daily experience 
combine in the attestation of the lamentable fact Yet the 
rule is not general; there are exceptions to the contnuy, 
exceptions in which the grace of God has triumphed over 
the effects both of evil example, and innate corruption. 
This is strikingly exemplified in Hezekiah, the king of 
Jttdah, who, although he was the son of the most wicked 
sire that erer breathed, was nerertheless eminent for his 
seal and piety. Hezekiah ascended the throne of Judah at 
the age c^ twenty-fire years, at which time the kingdom 
was reduced to a very low state; its strength was ex- 
hausted by defeats and captiyities, and through the im* 
pietj of his father, Ahaz, the people were sunk into the 
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grossest idolatry. What, then, conld hare been expected 
from the son of snch a prince? or who could haye wondered 
to have read of him that ^^ he walked in the ways of hid 
father?" and yet how glorious is the reyerse; though 
educated in the midst of idolatry he did ^ that which was 
right uk the sight of the Lord." At the yery commence- 
ment of his reign he effected a reformation; the 
temple, which had been long neglected and profaned, and 
which was falling into decay, was repaired, and its doors 
once more thrown open for public serrice. The priests 
and Leyites, who had deserted their post, were recalled to 
iheir sacred duties^ and the people, whose hearts God had 
prepared, with cheerfulness joined in the solemnities of 
Diyine worship. 

All this was done in the first month of the first year of 
his reign, and, encouraged by this success, the good king 
determined to proceed further. He summoned all his 
own subjects, and inyited also the ten tribes of Israel 
which had been long separated from Judah, to assemble 
at Jerusalem to keep the passoyer together, and by that 
ordinance to renew their coyenant with Grod. But in this 
he was not so successful; sin, and its concomitant, igno- 
rance, had long preyailed in Israel, and the inyitation, with 
few exceptions, met with general contempt and ridicule, 
and the ambassadors were insulted. 

But not so was ihe summons to Judah; treated they 
unanimously obeyed, and for fourteen days together con- 
tinued in the worship of God. They destroyed the idola- 
trous altars which had been erected at Jerusalem, and 
celebrated the passoyer, and worshipped Jehoyah according 
to his own instituted rites; the ministers taught the 
people, and their prince excited them to a holy emulation, 
both by example and by precept. This ordinance had the 
best effect upon the minds of the people, for when it was 
ended their religious fenrour ceased not. Throughout all 
Judah they brake their images, cut down the groyes, 
destroyed the altars, remoyed the high places, and eyen 
dashed in pieces the brazen serpent which Moses had 
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tre^ed, because it had become a temptation, and an 
instrument of eyil. This, doubtless, was done by the order 
of their prince, that they might not return to their former 
abominations. 

That the reformation might be complete, Hezekiah 
restored the stated services of the temple, and the priests 
aad the Leyites were required to preserre their appointed 
courses. Thus did this good king labour for the honour 
of Crod, and he received honour in return. Not only 
were his pious schemes attended with success, but he 
prospered also in the administration of his government ; 
he subdued the Philistines, and cast off the Assyrian yoke 
to which the nation had been long subjected. After some 
years, however, it pleased (jod to try him by affliction, 
but this only tended to display the real excellence of his 
character and his exalted faith in the Lord. In the four- 
teenth year of his reign, Sennacherib, the king of Assjria, 
who had already destroyed or led captive the ten tribes 
of Israel, threatened also to destroy his kingdom. He 
invaded the {country, and penetrated nearly to Jerusalem, 
upon which Hezekiah prepared for a vigorous resistance, 
and fortified the town. But it was not in his armies, nor 
in his fortifications, that he trusted for deliverance; he 
appointed his captains, and exhorted them to sustain the 
siege vnth courage, but it was in confident expectation of 
the Divine interposition in their favour. " There be more 
with us," said he, " than with him; with him is an arm 
of flesh ; but vdth us is the Lord our God, to help us, and 
to fight our battles." 

But we must not suppose that the fiiith of Hezekiah 
was perfect; this in our fallen state would be impossible. 
There was one sad fidlure in the principle for which he 
was so eminent; contrary to the prophet Isaiah's command, 
he sent to solicit the aid of Egypt, and when these suc- 
cours failed him, he gave way to a sinful distrust, under 
4he influence of which he impoverished himself and robbed 
the temple of its treasures and ornaments. This was in 
order to bribe Sennacherib to withdraw his forces, ^ 
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scheme failed, and Hezekiah, taught by experience, trusted 
BO more on man, nor wavered in his dependance on God. 

Sennacherib, intent upon the destruction of Jerusalem, 
now sent his generals to invest the city, and to summon 
Hezekiah to surrender. They came to the very walls, 
and there, not only ridiculed lus expectations from Egypt, 
but his faith in Jehovah. They aiso exhorted the people to 
desert their prince, and pro^nised them plenty, and secu- 
rity, under the rule of their master. At this message He- 
zekiah was deeply distressed ; he saw that the situation 
of himself and people was a very critical one, and that 
nothing but a display of Divine power, manifested on the 
behalf of Jerusalem, coxdd save them. Here alone was 
his hope and his refuge ; with outward tokens, therefore, 
of humiliation, and infelt emotions of godly sorrow, he 
repaired to the temple, accompanied by his nobles, to seek 
that aid. From hence he sent to solicit the intercession 
of Isaiah on their behalf, and received an immediate 
reply, that the profane iSennacherib should be constrained 
to depart from them, and should die by the sword. 

Yet was the faith of Hezekiah to undergo still further 
trial; deliverance was delayed, and the Assyrians still 
raged against God and his people. Another summons to 
surrender was given by letter, in which the most impious 
irreverence and defiance of Jehovah was expressed. On 
receiving this, the king again betook himself to the throne 
of grace ; he spread the contents before the Lord, and 
ardently besought Him to interpose for his own nameV 
sake, and his prayer prevailed. The prophet was again 
commissioned to confirm the promise, and to assure him 
of speedy relief; and on that very night, as they lay 
slumbering in their tents, 

A mighty angel from the Eternal God, 
Breathed death upon the slumbering host, and sent 
The impious monarch, overwhelmed with shame, 
Back to his native Umd and idol gods. 

No less than one hundred and eighty-five thousand of the 
Assyrians perished, and Sennacherib, confounded and diB<* 
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graced, fled to his own country, wl^ere he perished by the 
hands of his own sons " in the house of Nisroch his god.* 
This miracle receives a valuable testimony, although the 
narrative is distorted, from the pen of Herodotus, a pro- 
fane historian : he says, " At this time there reigned in 
Egypt a priest of Vulcan, named Sethon, who neglected 
and contemned the military establishment which had been 
formed in Egypt, and among* other dishonours which he 
put upon the soldier caste, he withdrew the allotment of 
twelve acres of land, which under former kings had been 
allowed as the portion of every soldier. After this, when 
Sennacherib invaded Egypt with a great army, not one of 
the military class came forward to his assistance ; the 
royal priest seeing no help before him, withdrew to a 
temple, where, standing before the image, he deplored 
bitterly the evils with which his kingdom was threatened. 
As he wept, sleep overpowered him, and he saw in a 
vision the god standing by, who, bidding him be of good 
cheer, assured him that no harm should befall him if he 
marched out against the Assyrians, for he would himself 
send him assistance. Sethon took courage from this 
vision, and collecting a body of men, none of whom 
were soldiers, he marched out and formed his camp at 
Pelusium. The night after his arrival, myriads of field- 
mice infested the camp of the enemy, gnawing in pieces 
their quivers, their bow-strings, and the straps of their 
shields; so that, in the morning, finding themselves 
deprived of the use of their arms, they fled in great dis- 
order, and many of them were slain." "This," says a 
learned writer, " is evidently nothing more than an adap- 
tation to Egypt, its king, and its gods, of what belonged to 
Judah, to Hezekiah, and to the power of Jehovah." This 
manifest interposition of heaven on behalf of Hezekiah, 
excited, as well it might, the attention and wonder of sur- 
rounding nations. He was magnified in their sight; they 
venerated him and sought his regard by many valuable 
presents; riches and honours were heaped upon him, 
-which he enjoyed to the end of his Hfe. 
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But this was not the otIj affliction Hezekiah had to 
endure for the trial of his faith. A sudden and danger- 
ous disease brought him to the brink of the grave, and a 
message from God bade him prepare to leave the world, 
as his disorder was in its nature fatal. In this distress 
Hezekiah again resorted to prayer, and received in an- 
swer, a declaration, that, on the third day he should be 
perfectly restored, and thatf fifteen years should be added 
to his life. For the confirmation of his faith, the shadow 
of the sun was carried back ten degrees, that is, the light 
was protracted in a miraculous manner, in token of his 
recovery. The promise was fulfilled, and, grateful for his 
deliverance, the pious king went up to the temple to 
celebrate the goodness of God. 

Up to this period the sacred historian has delineated 
the character of Hezekiah, not indeed as spotless, but, 
nevertheless, one of peculiar eminence. But, alas for 
human nature ! Soon after his recovery, his obedience 
became defective : from a conceit of his own importance, 
on account of distinguished favours, his heart was lifted 
up with pride. The king of Babylon sent ambassadors to 
him with presents, and letters of congratulation on his 
restoration; but instead of instructing these princes in 
the knowledge of Jehovah, and recounting in tbeir ears 
his mercies towards him, he made a vain display of his 
grandeur, and exhibited, to their wondering sight, his pa- 
laces and treasures. For this vanity Isaiah was commis- 
sioned to reprove him, and to denounce a woe upon him 
and his people ; the very men to whom he had paid his 
court, were to seize upon the treasures he had exhibited, 
and to reduce his descendants to the meanest captivity. 
This must have been, an unwelcome message to an ambi- 
tious mind ; but, unwelcome as it was, Hezekiah gained 
by the rebuke ; he humbled himself before God, and ob- 
tained a respite. The evil was not to come in his days; 
and Hezekiah, constrained by the sense of mercy, ex- 
claimed to the prophet who predicted the woes, ^^ Good 
is the word of tike Lord which thou hast spoken." 
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On his repentance, Hezekiah was Immediately recorered 
firom his fall, and from that time to the day of his death, 
continued steadfast in the paths of holiness. He also in- 
creased in power, and riches, and iononr. . Under his 
fostering care the nation enjoyed unintemipted peace and 
prosperity, and yery deeply were his subjects attached to 
Mm. When he died they deplored his loss, and showed 
their regard for him by interring him in the chiefest of 
the sepulchres of the sons of Dayid. This was a great 
honour, but a far greater awaited him among the sons of 
God in hearen. Nor does it await him alone ; all those 
who die the death of the righteous shall receive the re- 
ward of the righteous. To all these — 

One beating pulse, one feeble struggle o*er, 

May open wide the everlasting door ; 

Yes, for that bliss unspeakable, unseen, 

Is ready, and the veil of flesh between, 

A gentle sigh may rend — and then display 

The broad full splendour of an endless day. — ^Janb Tayloe, 



JOSIAH. 



At length the long expected Prince behold. 
The l^t good King; in aiicient days foretold; 
' When Bethel's altar spoke his future fame, 
Rent to its base at good Josiah's name : 
Blest happy prince ! o*er whose lamented urn. 
In phuntive song, all Judah's daughters mourn ; 
For whom sad Sion's softest sorrow flows. 
And Jeremiah pours his sweet melodious woesL 

Dr. Lowth. 

Born, A. M. 3356w Died,3394« 



!B^VENT piety in any stage of life, is a pleasing picture to 
look upon, but more especially is it pleasing to behold 
jrouth, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
walking in the fear of Crod. This is a sight which the 
yery angels look down upon with admiration, and if ? 

Q 
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of God's pe<^le axe dtarev to him tiian another, these are 
the objeets ; thej share his peculiar lore, and partake his 
choicest blessings^ 

AnKMig the manj examples of early piety on leeord, 
none is more illustrious than Josiah, king of Judah. This 
good prince was the son of Amon, the grandson of Heze-* 
kiah. Amon was an idolater, and had renewed the for* 
Bier idolatries throughout the land ; hut his reign was 
transitory, for he fell by the hands of yiolence. At this 
time Josiah was only eight years old, at which tender age 
he ascended the throne. Little good could be expected from 
such a child, and surrounded as he was with allurements, 
to vice and with evil example. But '^ while he was j&k 
young," says the sacred historian, '^ he began to seek after 
the God of David his father.'' What were the means em- 
ployed in bringii^ him to this happy state of mind we are 
not informed ; we may, however, rest assured that it was 
the effect of Divine grace. 

It does not appear that Josiah undertook the manage- 
ment of state affairs till he was twenty years of age ; at 
that time he commenced the arduous task of reforming a 
corrupt nation, and recovering them once again to the 
worship of Jehovah. In this work he was employed till 
the eighteenth year of his reign, at which time his labours 
were crowned with complete success; the altars^ the images, 
and the groves were destroyed, and the idolatrous priests, 
who burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, to the moon, 
and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven, were 
either branded with infamy or slain with the sword. The 
very bones of the idolatrous priests, which had long lain 
entombed, he caused to be disinterred and burned upon 
the altar of Bethel ; thus fulfdling the Divine prediction 
in which he himself was described by name, and by which, 
this duty was assigned him near three hundred and fifty 
years before. He was, however, ignorant of this predio* 
tion till it was literally accomplished. All this was done 
under his own immediate inspection, so zealous was he in 
the cause oi religion. 
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Bat it was not the reformatioii of Ms own dominioofi 
alone that engaged the attention of Josiah. Bj permissioft 
he extended his labours and exercised a siniilar authoiity 
in aU the cities of Israel, which were at that time subject 
to the Assyrians. Nor was it sufficient for Josiah to> 
destroy the idolatries of the land; he was solicitous also 
to establish true religion in its steady and like Hezekiak, 
he caused the temple, which had again been neglected saoA 
profaned, to be repaired in order to restore the appointed 
services. 

During the pn^ess of these repairs, Hilkiah the hi^b** 
priest discovered the book of the law. This^ it has bees 
supposed, was the original writing deposited in the ark by 
Moses, and so much had the word of God been disregarded,, 
and so scarce were the copies of it^ that neither the king 
nor his subjects were at all conversant with its contents! 
It was presented to Josiah and read before him, and by it 
he found how far they had departed £com Giod, and to 
what extent of wrath they were exposed. This discovery 
deeply a£Fected him, and he sent to inquire of the Lord 
whether the judgments might be averted; but the word 
was gone forth, and the Divine oracle, by Huldah the pro- 
phetess, declared that it could not be recalled; Jemsalean 
must perish. But Josiah, for his tenderness of heart and 
his deep humiliation before God, received a promise, that 
before that day arrived he should be removed from the 
earth. 

When Josiah perceived the importance of the word of 
God, he was anxious that his subjects should be acquainted 
with it; he therefore summoned the elders of the nation, 
the ministers of the church and state, and all the inhabi-* 
tants of Jerusalem, to the temple, and there in the capacity 
of a preacher read aloud those awful denunciations which 
bad so affected him; there also he bound himself by 
covenant to serve the Lord, and required his people to 
enter into the same engagement To this all agreed, and 
Josiah, desirous that their vows should be ratified in the 
most solemn manner, determined upon a celebration cf 
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the PassoTcr. Accordingly the people throughout his 
dominions were enjoined to the strictest obsenrance of 
this long neglected rite, and neyer was the piety and zeal 
of Josi^ more conspicuous than on this occasion. Him- 
self was the foremost and most active in the holy work; 
he not only required the attendance of his people, but 
instructed and encouraged the priests and Levites in the 
discharge of their important duties. This Passoyer was 
the most remarkable that had been held since the days of 
Samuel, whether we regard the numbers that attended, the 
costly sacrifices offered, or their compliance with the 
minutest circumstances of the appointment ; so completely 
successful had Josiah been in establishing the ordinances 
of religion. 

But though the serrice of Jehovah was now maintained 
in its purity, and though the nation complied with the 
regulations, the generality of them, according to Jeremiah, 
were dissemblers. 

Hypocrisy, fonnality in prayer. 

And the dull service of the UpB was there. — Cowfbr. 

There was, therefore, no remedy for them ; and soon after 
the death of Josiah destruction came upon them, and they 
were carried captive to Babylon. 

The death of this amiable prince took place under cir- 
cumstances for which he has been censured; but it is 
probable that we are not sufficiently acquainted with them 
to decide upon his conduct; all we are informed is, that in 
the thirty-first year of his reign the king of Egypt was 
passing through his land to attack the Assyrians, and 
Josiah went out to withstand him, and received a wound 
of which he died as they conveyed him firom Megiddo to 
Jerusalem, where he was buried, deplored by all his sub- 
jects, but by none so much as Jeremiah, who upon that occa- 
sion composed his Lamentations, and foretold the miseries 
that would fall upon the people. Such a death would seem 
to have been a judgment upon- him for provoking the war, 
but it was doubtless in mercy to himseLf and in judgment 
to the people that he was thus removed; for at this time-^ 
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The wheels of an incensed avengmg Grod 
Groaned heavily along the distant road ; 
And Babylon set wide her two-leaved brass, 
To let the military deluge pass. — Cowfbb. 

Jerusalem was on the eve of destruction, and, judging 
from the anguish Josiah felt on discovering her perilous 
situation, death was more welcome to him in any shape 
than the witnessing the consummation of her doom. 
Besides, sudden death is not always in judgment or an 
awful event; to the servants of God it is sudden glory, 
and such we have every reason to helieve it was to Josiah. 
He had laboured all his life with all his powers for the ' 
glory of God, and he could not fail to receire his reward 
at death. Thus may we labour; then, whether we die a 
sudden or a lingering death, all will be well with us, well 
to all eternity. 



JEREMIAH. 



The prophet wept for Israel; wished his eyes 
Were fountains fed with infinite supplies- 
Wept till all Israel heard his bitter cry, 
Stamped with his foot and smote upon his thigh ; 
But wept, and stamped, and smote his thigh in vain : 
Pleasure is deaf when told of future pain. 
And sounds prophetic are too rough to suit 
Ears long accustomed to the pleasing lute. 
They scorned his inspiration, and his theme. 
Pronounced him frantic, and his fears a dream ; 
With self-indulgence winged the fleeting hours. 
Till the foe found them, and down fell the towers. 

COWPXR. 

Prophefided from a.m. 3376, to ^.m. 3418, 



Very interesting and instructive is the conduct of Diyine 
providence when viewed in connexion ynth the Jewish 
history; there we learn that God is gracious, indeed, slow 
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to anger, and plenteous in mercy. Notwithstanding their 
frequent rebellions, prophet after prophet was raised up 
from age to age to reproye them, and to call them to re- 
pentance ; but it was all in Tain. In the discharge of dieir 
office these holj men had much of ^ cruel mockings and 
soottxgings, yea moreover, of bonds and imprisonment: 
They were stoned, they were sawn'asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the Bword ;" until at length the measure 
of the iniquities of Israel was filled up, and they were 
giyen oyer to destruction. 

One of the most eminent of these prophets was Jere- 
miah, whose history is recorded in the book which beats 
his name, and which is his own composition. Jeremiah 
was invested with the prophetical power at an eaiiy age, 
and at the time that Josiah began to purge the nation of 
its idolatries ; and he continued in the execution of his 
office during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah 
amidst much persecution. When he was first called to 
the work he refused it out of diffidence of himself, plead- 
ing his youth and his lack of eloquence. But his objec- 
tions were overruled, and God engaged not only to qualify 
him for his office, but to support and protect him in it. 
The desolation of Judah was shown to him in a vision, 
ajid he was required to warn the princes and the people 
that their abandoned conduct had so provoked the majesty 
of Heaven, that their destruction was at hand. Such a 
message could not be odierwise than ofiensive to them, 
and therefore he was infi>rmed that their rage would be 
excited against him, and that bonds and afflictions awaited 
him, but that lie should be rescued from their iury. 

It is probable that the prospect of sufiering might occa- 
sion painful feelings in the breast of the young prophet; 
but they were no obstacle in the path of duty. He had 
received a positive command from God, and he fearlessly 
stood forth as a preacher of righteousness, and aided the 
king in his attempts to restore the true worship, by most 
solemn addresses to the people on their evil ways. FVom 
tlie iinited efforts of such a sealous prince and such a 
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fidthful prophet, complete Buccess might hare heen looked 
for; but the woiic adyanoed slowly, and the diange thait 
was wrought was but external ; the people were restrained 
indeed from idolatry by the civil power, but the refomia- 
lion not bemg in their hearts, they were ready to return 
to it again. 

While Josiah Hved, the prophet was protected horn 
insult and persecution, but no sooner had that prince 
«nteied into his rest, than he was called up<m to undergo 
the sererest trials; he had to contend wilh foes in his own 
satiTC place, among the priests of Anathoth, and even 
among his own kindred. F^TC^ed by his admomtions, 
they plotted secretly how they might destroy him, but no 
action or design, howeyer secret, is unknown to God. He 
saw it, and though Jeremiah was like an ox or a lamb 
hfought to &e slaughter, Ihe Lord rescued him by giving 
him timely iaformadon of their evil intentions. Jeremiah 
lefened his cause to Ihe Almighty, and though forbidden 
to prophesy more, bokUy reproved the men who had 
dengned his dealli, and denounced the judgments of God 
'against Ihem. NcTeitheless he was but human, and it 
would appear he lek as man; he was discouraged, and he 
complained to God of the treatment he met with, but he 
was incited to continue, though still more painful trials 
awaited lum in his labours. He therefore resumed Ihe 
csEecution of his ofice, and, by a variety of significant 
actions as well as words, wanied Judah of impendii^ 
rain. But his cooflict wilb that abandoned nation was so 
vevere, that Jeremiah again displayed the traits €f a fallen 
-aature by peevishness, and by murmuring at his tasdc; but 
tibe Lord had compassion on him, and while he sdll 
required his services, he bestowed a r^wed promise of 
SNippert and protection. 

How gready he stood in need of the Divine aid, the 
whole of his history declares; every remonstrance on his 
part served <»Iy to incense Ihe pe<^le against him. He 
now declared before the princes, priests, and people, thaft 
they would be « prey to the Chaldeans for their evil ways, 
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and this raised up enemies on eveiy hand; the whole mul- 
titude derided his message as the production of a deluded 
brain, and sought how they might take away his lifeu 
Fashur, a priest high in office, had indeed, the bold 
daring to beat and imprison him; on the next day, how<* 
erer, he was released, and under the Diyine inspiration, 
predicted the captivity and awful death of his persecutor. 
But he was again disheartened by their opposition, and 
wrong tempers were again displayed; the painful conflict 
he had to endure, the fears and discouragements he felt, 
and the hard thoughts he had harboured against Grod on 
this occasion, are all related by himself with affecting 
simplicity, deep humility, and pleasing ingenuousness. 

But Jeremiah did not act weakly in the execution 
of his office; though nature keenly felt the opposition 
to which he was exposed, the word was, to use his 
own emphatic language, ^' as a burning fire in his heart," 
and he could not be silent. It was a conflict that caused 
him much anguish, but faith prevailed; from this time we 
hear no more of impatience or weariness in his work, 
though his trials were by no means abated. At the com* 
mencement of the reign of Jehoiakim, he preached repent- 
ance to the people in the courts of the temple, and 
foretold the destruction both of the temple and the city. 
For this he was seized by the priests and the prophets, 
and was brought as a criminal before the tribunal of the 
princes, before whom he stood undaunted, declaring that 
he had spoken only the word of Grod, and warned his very 
judges to take heed of themselves. On this occasion he 
displayed a sweet submission as well as magnanimity^ 
^^ As for me," said he, ^'behold, I am in your hand: do 
with me as seemeth good and meet unto you." The elders 
of Israel were disposed to favour him, they pleaded his 
cause, and through their interces&^ion and the influence of 
Ahikam he was liberated. 

From this time Jeremiah seems to have been prohibited 
from repeating his admonitions in the temple; but his lips 
were not sealed, nor the infatuated multitude left unad- 
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xnonished. Barucliy a scribe, was directed to supply Iiis 
place, by recitiiig publicly wbat he bad uttered privately; 
this again brought him into danger, information thereof 
was carried to the king, and he demanded the book to be 
brought and read before him. But its awful contents^ 
instead of humbling him, aroused his indignation; he 
destroyed the writings, and directed the prophet and the 
scribe to be apprehended, with the intention of destroying 
them also; but this was not permitted. They were so 
effectually concealed, that they eluded the search of the 
officers; their escape, howerer, is not to be ascribed to 
their own vigilance, or to human agency, but to Grod; He 
it was that protected them, for it is said expressly, "^ the 
Lord hid them." 

• But the prophet did not long remain concealed, nor, 
though he had so narrowly escaped with life, did he de- 
cline the further execution of his office. life to him was 
now nought in comparison of the fulfilment of his duties ; 
he again wrote down those declarations which had incensed 
the king, adding the most awfiil denunciations against him 
for his flagrant conduct; this was also given to Baruch, 
probably to publish as before, and yet they escaped 
unhurt* 

At length the long predicted judgments took place, and 
Jeremiah saw this impious prince and the son who suc- 
ceeded him hurled from their throne, and with many of 
iheir subjects carried captives into Babylon. This, though 
his words were fulfilled, was a great^ affliction to him; he 
mourned over his exiled countrymen, and did all in his 
power to comfort them; he sent to them by letter, urging 
them not to give heed to seducing prophets who held out 
delusive hopes of a speedy return. But he lefl them not in 
despair; he cheered them by a distant hope that at the 
end of seventy years they were to return, and till that 
time arrived, he exhorted them to wait patiently in fidth 
and prayer, without which he well knew they must be 
wretched indeed. 

But Jerusalem, though reduced, was not yet desolated : 
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Zedekiak was pboed mpon tke throne by Nebucli 
end held the crown as his yaasaL But he had not ioa^ 
hM. k before bis coonseUors, &lse propheto, with tfaev 
pretended diTination% encouraged him to Ihrow oS the 
joke of subjection, which Jeremiah, notwithstanding their 
cage against him, opposed. He feaiiesdj maintained dial; 
it would be both vain and impious to resist the Babylinint 
monarch, and predicted that if they did so, they would he 
utterly desolated; bat his words were disregarded, and he 
' was thrown into.prison. Zedekiah listened to the iflatteij 
<£ the fidse prophets, and by his perfidy prowv^ed Nebn- 
chadnezaar to besiege the city. 

The pn^het, though immured widnn the wadls of a 
prison, was not reft of comfort ; while there he receified 
fiesh communicadcns from heaven both cheering and de- 
lighti^ to his souL In answer te pmyer, a oonfirmatiCBi 
-of former promises was made to him that, althovgh As 
city should be destroyed, it should be rebuilt, and its peace 
and prosperity re-established. In full confidence that this 
xe^elation would be Tciified, he purchased a fiumilj estate, 
and gave directions for the preserTatkm of the writings at 
order that it mjght £iiil into the hands of his descendants. 
But there was a still greater comfort than this impacted to 
the prophet; he also received an assurance (improbable 
jfts it m%ht appear from the fortibbcoming desolation) ihat 
the Messiah should yet arise £rom the seed of David as 
had been long ^acetokl, and that under his sway the chareh 
ishould possess a security and happiness hitherto mknown. 

Although Zedekiak had disregarded the word <c^ the 
prophet, yet when the armies of Babykm encompassed ^ 
city, he sent in great akurm to intreat his intercession, and 
a short respite was granted; bat it was not immunity 
from destructton. The Chaldeans withdrew their foroes to 
Attack the Egyptians, but the conduct of Zedekiah and 
his servants demanded thear return. Ducii^ this short 
interval of peace, Jeremiah was set at liberty, but it was 
only that their hatred should be renewed against him for 
his &ith&ilne6s. When die city was first assaulted, there 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



appears to hare 1)6611 a degree of refennation; Zedekiah 
liad liberated tlte slaves, and liad oonfiimed tbeir fireedofli 
by a solemn coyenant. No sooner, howeTier, had the 
Chaldeans retired, than the corenant was TiolaAed, and iht 
new made freemen were again enslaved, fbr n^dch adt 
ef treachery Jeremiah predicted that aocnmulated woes 
should come upon them, from which there was no escape^ 
This enraged l^em against lum, and they seised the fint 
Importunity of rexenging ihemsehres upon him. 

Before hostilities were renewed, probably wearied out 
by their long continued opposition and persecution, he 
endeayoured to flee the city, and to seek a retreat in tke 
country; but he was frustrated in his attempt, he wan 
apprehended by a guard, and under a chaige of desertiiig 
to the enemy, was beaten and thrust into a dux^eon to the 
imminent danger of his life. His sufferings were, howeyer, 
soon mitigated ; profligate as the monardi of Judah was, 
he had some remains of Teyerence for the man of God, and 
he sent for him from his cell to consiilt him; the reply of 
the prophet was by no means £ityouxable, and yet he atr 
tended to his expostulatiaiis in his oonfineotent; and 
though he did not liberate him as he ought to haye done, 
he appointed him to a less rigorous confinement, and gave 
orders for his regular sustenance while food remained in 
the besieged city. 

But his faithfulness as a preacher did not admit of a 
long continuance of &your from the abandoned monarch; 
the elders of ihe people represented him as a turbident 
fellow whose life should no longer be spared, and ihej 
were permitted to cast him into a deep miry dvngeoa. 
I>eath must soon haye been the iasoe of this barhanms 
act, but God hadnot fmgotten him; he was again reaened 
through the mediation of iSbedmeiedi, an Sthiopiaa 
eunuch, in the palace, and was restored to his fbnier 
piison. That act of piety and kindness &dled not to ob- 
tain its rewaxd, — the illustrious stranger receiyed an as* 
aoraaoe from the mouth of the prophet that the Lovd 
woold protect him from the sword in the day of calamity, 
which came to pass accordingly. 
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The prophet was again brought before Zedekiah in 
order to confer with him, and he again repeated his admo- 
nitions in his presence; there was no altematire but 
desolation for his crimes, and Jeremiah, painful as it must 
haye been to his feelings, could not do otherwise than 
declare the truth, if haplj he might repent, and the evil be 
mitigated. But the monarch still continued impenitent, 
and Jeremiah lingered in prison in chains till Jerusalem 
was taken. That was a day of desolation indeed ; distress, 
confusion and carnage prerailed throughout the citj, but 
amidst this dreadful scene, the arm of the Lord was 
stretched forth for the defence of his serrant, and after the 
conflict was oyer he put it into the heart of the Chaldean 
monarch to regard him, and Nebuchadnezzar gave him 
liberty to choose wh^re he would reside. 

From attachment to his country, as well as a desire of 
being useful to the few that still remained in the land, he 
cast in his lot amongst them ; but his desires were vain. 
They professed toreyerence him, solicited his prayers, and 
promised to obey him, and yet when he urged their con- 
tinuance in Judea, with a promise of Ood's blessing if they 
did, in contempt of God and his prophet they went down 
into Egypt, and eyen compelled Jeremiah to go with them. 
There he witnessed their increasing obduracy land profligacy 
of manners, for which he reproved them, foretelling their 
ruin, and the ruin of Egypt also, whither they had fled 
for safety. Thus did Jeremiah faithfully discharge his 
duties to his own people the Jews, amid the severest oppo- 
sition. Nor were they alone the subject of his prophecies ; 
after the prediction of Egypt's overthrow, he addressed 
himself for the most part to the Gentiles. He prophesied 
against the Philistines, the Moabites, the Edomites, the 
Ammonites, the Babylonians, and other people, with a few 
predictions interspersed concerning the redemption of 
Israel. This was doubtless to him the most pleasing part 
of his office: Israel was dear to him notwithstanding the 
injuries he had received at their hands, and we need no 
other proof of this than his pathetic elegy, which is termed 
his Lcunentations; for if he mourned so bitterly over their 
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fiedl, how must bis heart have rejoiced in the prospect, how- 
ever remote, of their restoration! 

Concerning the death of Jeremiah no mention is made 
in Scripture; but St. Jerome, in his life of that prophet, 
and Doretheus, bishop of Tyre, in his Lives of the Apostles 
and Prophets, says that he was stoned to death in Egypt, 
most probably by his own countrymen, thus sealing his 
prophecies and his doctrines with his blood. Yes, he — 

Fought against frowns vdth smiles ; gave glorious chase 

To persecutions ; and against the face 

Of death and fiercest dimger durst, with brave 

And sober pace, march on to meet a grave. — Crashaw. 

Much instruction may be derived from a review of the 
conduct of this eminent prophet and the occurrences of 
his life; there we learn to consult the will of God and to 
obey his commands in opposition to a sinful world ; there 
our faith is confirmed, and our hope animated by his 
miraculous preservation; and there also we are emboldened 
to rest upon the promises of God in full assurance that He 
will never leave us or forsake us ; will protect us till we 
have finished the work He would have us to do below ; 
and then, whether we die the death of a martyr, or in 
peace upon our couch, surrounded by weeping friends, He 
will send his angels to waft our happy spirits to tho regions 
above, there to serve Him through all eternity. 
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DaniersUfe 

Ib so replete with goadneBs, so wliaiwl 

With every viitoey ao exactly squared 

By wisdom's nicest rules ; 'twill be most hard 

To charge him with the shadow of oflSenoe. 

IVe scanned the actiooa of his daUy life 

With all th' indoBtrioiiB malice of a foe. 

And nothing meets mine eyes but deeds of hooaor f 

In office pore ; for equitable acts 

Senowned ; in justice and impartial troth 

The Grredaa Themis is not mnate sevevb 

Theak for devotion and religious seal 

Who so renowned as Daniel ! Of his law 

Observant in th' extreme, thrice every day 

With prostrate reverence he adores hn Oiid, 

And makes his supplication. No afiur 

Of state, no business so importunate, 

Ko pleasure so alluring, no employ 

Of such high import, to seduce his zeal 

FionL this obeervaoce due. — Hannah Mxool 



BOSN, ABOUT A.M. 3380. DiSD, ABOOT 3470. 



Religion is not confined to persons of any particular rank 
or situation in life; the noble plant has been known to 
flourish in every soil, under all circumstances, either 
favourable or adverse, from the palace to the cottage. It 
is true that "not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called/' it is also true 
that a blessing has been pronounced by our Saviour upon 
the humble poor, but we must not infer from thence, that 
the rich and the honourable are excluded from hope; that 
would be limiting boundless mercy; besides, the Holy 
Scriptures prove the fallacy of such an inference by the 
glorious examples there recorded to the contrary. Among 
these is Daniel, a man at once illustrious for birth, for 
wisdom, and for piety. 

Daniel was a descendant of David, and he was one of 
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those princes wliom Nebuchadnezzar carried eaptiye into 
Babylon, with Jehoiakim king of Judah. In that country 
he became Terj early distinguished, and he continued to 
support an honourable character during the sereral reigns 
of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and Cyrus. The 
way in which he was led to the peculiar eminence he 
enjoyed, is a convincii^ proof of the orerruling profi- 
dence of God in the affairs of his servants^ The haughty 
conqueror, not content with leading the Judean monarch. 
and princes in chains, designed to make some of them. 
Ha servants; he commanded his principal eunuch to seek 
out from his noble captives those in whran there wa» no 
blemish or defect in nature, that they might wait in hia 
palace and be instructed in the learning of the Chaldeaosy 
and Daniel and three others were chosen for that humi- 
liating purpose. 

It has been supposed l^at the real deagn of Nebu- 
chadnezzar was to pervert the principles of Daniel and 
his companions, and to destroy both the language and 
religion of the Jews; but if so, ^e attempt proved 
abortive. The principles of these youths were too firmly 
fbced on the basis of religion to be corrupted, and an inci- 
dent soon occurred which manifested their integrity. By 
their religion, they were not only restricted from certaia 
meats, but from all that had been profaned to an idolatrous 
purpose. When, therefore, provision was brought &om 
the king's own table for them, rather than conform to the 
sensuality or superstition of the heathen, they requested to 
be supplied with pulse and water. By the favour of the 
chief eunuch, whose esteem Daniel had gained, their 
request was granted, and their integrity was preserved; 
nor was this all they gained by this act of abstemiousness, 
their simple diet improved their health, and enlarged their 
mental faculties ; they were better and fairer than those 
who partook of the luxuries of the monarch's table, and 
so apt were they in learning, that Nebuchadnezzar " found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers 
diat were in all his realm;" so true it is, that temperance 
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is the grand preseryative of tlie health of the body and 
the mind, and the only true luxury. 

Very shortly after this, Daniel, through his singular 
wisdom, was brought into fayour at court Nebuchad- 
nezzar dreamed a remarkable dream, the particulars of 
which, though its horrors still troubled him, when be 
awoke he could not recall to mind; in this perplexity he 
sought the aid of the soothsayers, and they not being able 
either to declare or to interpret it as he required, were 
doomed to death for their inability. Daniel and his three 
pious companions being informed of this harsh decree, and 
apprehensive lest they should also die, as their learned 
education might inyolre them in the destruction of the 
magicians, had recourse to prayer, that the secret might be 
revealed ; their prayer was heard, Daniel obtained a reve- 
lation of the dream and the interpretation, both of which 
he declared before the king, and was immediately acknow- 
ledged as a prophet, and made ruler over the whole pro- 
vince of Babylon. 

Nothing is recorded of him as a statesman, save that he 
conducted himself with the strictest fidelity in his impor- 
tant office; nor was he less faithful as a prophet, for when 
Nebuchadnezzar, who had thus raised him to honour and 
had a claim upon his affections for the act, consulted him 
upon the subject of another dream, though smitten with 
grief at its awful import, which affected that powerful and 
haughty monarch even to the loss of his reason and 
throne, ,he boldly declared its signification, and gave him 
this advice: ^' break off thy sins by righteousness and thine 
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; if it may be a 
lengthening of thy tranquillity." The prediction was 
accomplished; the king, reft of reason, wandered about as 
a beast of the field, shunning and shunned by all man- 
kind, an awful example of God's displeasure. After a 
time, however, his reason returned, and having learned 
the lesson of humility designed by this affliction, he again 
ascended his throne. 

When Nebuchadnezzar died, it appears Daniel retired 
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from court and liyed in seclusion and in communion witH 
his God, forgotten by all but the queen-widow of that 
monarch. At the end of about five years he was, howerer, 
again brought into public notice under very remarkable 
circumstances. Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebuchad-^ 
nezzar had ascended the throne of Babylon; this was a 
yery yicious prince, his whole life seems to have been one 
^ continued scene of riot and intemperance; and to such 
excesses did his evil habits lead him, that one day, while 
sitting at the festire board surrounded by parasites and 
concubines, he had the daring to send for the holy vessels 
which had been taken from the temple at Jerusalem for 
the purpose of prostituting them to debauchery. But this 
desecration was marked by the eye of God, nor did their 
impiety escape punishment. As they were indulging in 
their mad revelry, the finger of God penned the monarch's 
doom upon the wall opposite his seat; his eye caught the 
part of the hand which wrote, and, alarmed at the appari- 
tion and the mystical characters, he called aloud for the 
magicians, of whom he required an explanation and aii 
interpretation of the writing. But they were again foiled, 
none could read and none interpret ; confusion prevailed 
in the palace, and an awful uncertainty in the bosom of 
all its inmates. At length, however, the queen-mother 
reminded her son of the eminent wisdom of Daniel, and 
he was sent for into the royal presence. The prophet 
came, and the king offered him the highest rewards and 
honours if he would interpret the inscription. But Daniel 
knew too well the worth of sublunary honours to be 
dazzled by such an offer; this his answer to the monarch 
proved: " Let thy gifts be to thyself," said he, " and give 
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto 
the king, and make known unto him the interpretation." 
Before he did this, he boldly charged the monarch vdth 
the impious deeds of profaning the vessels of the sanctuary, 
and of committing a flagrant act of rel^ellion against the 
Majesty of heaven. He then read aloud and interpreted 
to his terrified auditory the mystical writing — ^^^Mene^ 
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Jieae, Tekd, Upkarsixu This is tiie interpretatiML of ti» 
tkiBg: Meiie; God hath numbered thy kiagdoni, aiud 
finished it Tekel; Thou srt weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting. Peres; Thy kingdom is divided, 
asad given to the Medes and Pereians.*' The king heaud 
his dreadful sentence, and, howsoever unwelcome it 
was to him, he nevertheless bestowed upon I>ainel the 
piomised^rewaids; he caused him to be clothed in scarlet, 
with a chain of gold about his neck, and to be prodaimed 
the third ruler in the kingdom. 

This scene was scarcely conduded b^ore the predictim 
was accomplidied ; that very night Cyms, who was 
general of the forces of his unde Darius, and who had 
long besi^ed the city, caused ^e course of the river to 
be turned, and entering in with his army obtained an eajEj 
victory, and Belshazzar and his principal nobility wore 
slain by the swoiid. Thus was the prophecy whidi Isaiah 
had uttered two himdred years before, wherein he men- 
tions the conqueror by name, fal£lled to the very letter. 
The death of Belshazzar caused an entire revolution in 
ihe a£fairs of Babylon ; it was divided by Daiius and Cyrus . 
into one hundred and twenty provinces, over which those 
who had rendered the most important service in the war 
were placed as governors ; to regulate the conduct of these 
governors, a council of three presidents were chosen, and 
Daniel, whose renown for wisdom and integrity had 
reached the ears of the conqueror, was made the prindpal 
ruler ; on him indeed devolved the chief management of 
tiie widely extended empire. 

But worldly distinctions are not a bower of roses under 
which the possessor, though pious and upright, may re- 
pose, and so Daniel found; his elevation and integrity 
aroused the jealousy of those beneath him, and they con- 
federated against him. Long time they sought for some 
occasion in his public conduct that they might aocuse 
him, but ihey sou^t in vain, his probity, diligence, and 
faithfulness to the duties of his Action were perfect; 
having thus no i&adt against him, they determined to make 
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Ids piety Hie anlter of tliexr aocusation, attd for lids ptff- 
pose, because tiiey dared mot attack faivi openlj, tlv^ 
plotted a i/^ry ari^ scheme. It was iihe practice of th^ 
IkdI J man, amidst all tbe cares that pressed tipon ium, to 
retire to his diamber wbidi lodced. towards Jerusalem, to 
pray upon his bended knees ihxee times a day; this InB 
enemies knew, aad thej knew also tibat he woold luHk 
forego his pious practice eren thoogh -death should state 
Idm in the &ce. They therefore proposed a decree to 
Darius to this effect, that whosoever should ask any pett- 
ition of Ood or man for thirty days, saye of Mmsel^ should 
he cast into m den of liotts. To this proposal, so Ottering 
to his vanity, without suspecting theo: intention, DariiB 
consented, fie signed the decree, and by that act it 
was made 

lireveeftble as the stead&Bt law 
Of Kede and PecGBui which can never chaage. 

HikNNAH Mors. 

Human prudence would have su^eated the expedi^icy of 
ahstaining from prayer till that space of time ^ouid have 
been completed; but Daniel was xiot left to seek a guide. 
On his soul the light of religion shed its refulgent ra(ya; 
he well knew that Grod could protect him £rom danger, car 
if he saw proper to permit him to suffer^ would take him 
to himsel£ When, therefore, he heard of the plan by 
which his death was to all appearance assured, he 
jieither discontinued his pious practice nor made a secret 
of his devotions ; this his adversaries soon discovered, and 
the report was laid before the king. The misguided 
monarch now saw the error into which he had fallen, and 
he endeavoured to save his faithful minister, but it was 
too late, the edict could not be reversed, and his accuseos 
were damorous for his execution. Daniel was accordingly 
<»8t into the den of the lions, whidi was -carefully closed 
and sealed with the king's sigaet, but — 

B^Mnkl a ombaole 3 

The Hons oharmed with his benigaant faoe. 

Hang down their heads; their fierceness is restnuned, 

And aU the pangs of faimger ^tey ioreph 

b2 
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When the king came in the moming to the den he found 
Daniel was alire; he was saved *' because he believed in 
his Qod." This miracle was a noble triumph of the true 
xeligion, for when Darius caused the conspirators to be 
cast into the same den they met with instant death, and 
ihe mind of the monarch was so impressed with its 
superiority, that he issued another decree more noble and 
more just than the former, in which he acknowledged 
ihe God of Daniel to be the only living God in heaven 
and on earth. 

But Daniel was more glorious as a prophet of God than 
as the prime minister of tiie Medes and Persians. To him 
it was permitted not only to hold converse with angels, 
but with the Lord of angels, by whom he was declared to 
be a ^man greatly beloved." Many important events 
distant in time were revealed to him, and so fully have 
some of these events been accomplished, that infidels have 
maintained that they must have been written after their 
fulfilment. At his earnest supplication, the revolutions 
then about to take place in the empires of the world, the 
restoration of his countrymen, and ^e rebuilding of Jeru- 
salem (objects which amidst all his greatness lay near his 
heart), were made known to him; the person, the office, 
the work, and the benefits of the Messiah were also revealed 
to him, with the precise time of his appearance. So also 
was the nature and design of his sufferings, the troubles 
and persecutions of the church, and the final consumma- 
tion of all things, when the dead shall burst from their 
tombs and stand before their Judge to receive their just 
award. 

Daniel lived not only during the reign of Darius, which 
was seventeen years, but also in the reign of Cyrus, imder 
whom he enjoyed the same high honours. In this 
monarch's reign the Jews were released from their cap* 
tivity and dismissed to their native land, with permission 
to rebuild the temple; this must have been a matter of 
rejoicing to his heart, for though employed in the concerns 
of a mighty empire, and though he enjoyed such high dis- 
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tinctions, lie could not foxget the city of his fathers; oft 
had he put off his purple rohes, and sitting in sackcloth 
and ashes, prayed for his captiye countrymen and desolate 
Jerusalem; and now his desires were granted, the days of 
their mourning were ended. Daniel, however, still main- 
tained his post at Babylon, probably on account of his 
adyanced age, for shortly after, he died, full of years, and 
loaded with honours. 

Where this erent happened is uncertain, some assert it 
was in Chaldea, where he was buried in the royal sepulchre ; 
and others say it was in Susa, in Persia, where Josephus 
relates there remained a tower in his days which Daniel 
had erected. 

The character of this eminent man is one of peculiar 
yalue and excellency: from childhood to old age he was a 
pattern of religious rectitude; nor honours nor persecutiouB 
obstructed him in the path of duty. In the palaces of 
monarchs, in solitude, and in the den of lions he was the 
same, failliful to his God; his yeiy enemies could find no 
occasion or fault against him, except his integrity in 
keeping the law of his God. Let us endeayour so to liye, 
that this confession may be made of us, and this same 
charge may be brought against us, and then no matter 
how many or how potent are our foes, we shall rest 
securely, as Daniel did, under the shadow of Diyine fayour. 
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HkarP gnwi lefcfn w f of Ifte Jewuli iMe? 

HmII yert w rto w r rf th» hwr dftringg 
Hail ! for m. ttiee tlie CknBtian. worid may trace 

A friend who aided to erect their Bhrine. 
Not more the Jewish church of old did i 



T»ilNe lodMid for tiy we&4inMd mtl, 
Than doth the choicfa of Christ in eveiy land. 

For those blest words of life thou savedst or didst reveaT. 



Livid about a.m. 3500. 



Wtmb tbc kistoEj of tke Jews 1^ kiitoiT^of tmm iel%icv 
m intimatel J owMcttcL When ^ej safifered beneadk tlte- 
anger of Ood fbr tbeir bum it drooped^ and when tkej 
yvospered beneaih his fkronr it flmiruiied; hut wiictiier.it 
iiwpei. orfloiuished, its preaerfmtioa is to be aacribedl 
alone to Ids Sorereign Providence ; £or wicn it became to- 
aU appeanmce ahnoii extinct, he raised ap men in wImb 
he pat his Holy Spirit, tkroagh whoee labovrs it wm^ 
refiTed aad re-esiaUislied. For tisk pnrpose, when tfae> 
Jews returned £roai dieir captiTify in Babylon, aecard- 
ii^ to the predietioDS of Isaiidi and Jeremiah, he raiaed 
up Ezra, a man eminent for learning, holiness, wisdom 
and zeal. His countijmen had for about eighty years 
been released from their bondage, and had in the face of 
many dangers and difficulties under their leaders, Zerub- 
babel and Jeshua, erected the temple at Jerusalem which 
had been destroyed. But matters still wore an unfevour- 
able aspect : there was the temple, it is true, but the sin- 
cere worshipper was wanting; the people possessed but 
little of genuine piety, and they had formed dangerous 
connexions with their idolatrous neighbours. 

Ezra it appears held a place of trust in Babylon under 
Artaxerxes, who was then upon the throne of Persia, and 
who still enjoyed the fruits of the conquests of Cyrus. In 
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that fitnatioK he heard of ihe irreligious state of his 
hKethren in Jerusalem, and hoping one day to henefit 
them, he applied himself to sacred studies, that he might 
be ^[oalified to iastract tiiem» He " prepared his hoBot 
ta seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments.*^ When duly qualified, he 
am^ht and oibtained a commission and assistafnce m 
materiab for the adorning of the tem^e, finom Artaxerxes^ 
aad with others who had been left behind, and whom the. 
Lord stirred up to accompany him, he set forward on hia 
jeamey to Jerusalem to regi:date the goTenunent, and tOt 
esfeabliflh the Diyine wcwship. 

When we consider the dangers that lay before this man: 
of Qod, we cannot but admire his ardent zeal in the caujie 
of his Grod and his coontij. He had to tniYei to a distant 
country throi^h a desert, exposed to hunger and thirst, 
t» the sc o rch in g beams of the sun, the rage of wild beastB^ 
aad to the assaults of the fierce Bedoum Arab robbers^ «£ 
which dangeis Ezra, was well iq>pirined; but they were mm 
dbstades to him, for the Lord was his safeguard. Thus 
he enpreawd himsdf to the king, nor would he soKcit m 
guard, though he mt^t have obtained one, lest he shovlt 
he reppoa^ed with being inconsistent in principie, or with, 
a distrust of God. 

But though Ezra sought not aid from the king of 
Persia, he sought it fronft the King of kings. Upon their 
d^MKTture from Babylon, he summoned his fellow-trayeUen^ 
and joining with tiiem in fiisting aad prayer, implored 
all needful assistance, and committed tinem to His care» 
They then proceeded on their journey; and arriyed in 
perfect safety at Jerusalem; the Lord made bare his ana 
ii the sig^t of the nations for the sahratioa of his people*; 
he opened a way for them in the wilderness, and riyersi in 
the desart to giye drink to his chosen. No sooner had 
EsRi aniyed at Jerusalem than he commenced the woci: 
of reformation, and though he met with great and une9&- 
peeted difficulties, he neyertheless p^seyered tiil tbej 
wen surmounted. The people had formed alliances mA 
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intennaniages with their heathen neighhours, and had in 
conseqaence, turned aside after their abominations ; tbe 
T^ princes and rulers were chief in this trespass. These 
abuses caused him great distress; when he discoyered 
their extent, he sat down in silent astonishment, orer- 
whelmed with sorrow. This behaviour excited the public 
attention, and when the cause was discovered, those who 
trembled at the word of the Lord, joined his company ; 
after which he made known his anguish to God in the 
hearing of the people, confessing their ingratitude, and 
acknowledging that they had nothing to look for but utter 
destruction. This distress of Elzra alarmed the people, 
and sedng them humbled, and some persons of influence 
having promised him their support, he shook off his des- 
pondency and cheerfully laboured in his glorious cause. 
By the law of Moses, marriages with the heathen were 
strictly prohibited, and he judged it expedient that thef 
should put away their strange wives agreeably to that 
law, or at least should renounce their Pagan rites. He 
therefore assembled all the men of Judah and reproved 
them for their sin, and his words had such an effect upon 
the multitude that no rigour was required to carry the 
law into effect; they unanimously resolved to comply with 
his injunctions, and bound themselves by covenant to da 
his will. 

To have seen the good effects of his labours thus early^ 
must have been peculiarly pleasing to Ezra, and it pro- 
bably stimulated him to future exertion, which we have 
every reason to believe ceased not till his death; for when 
superseded as a magistrate by Nehemiah, as a priest and 
a scribe he exhorted the people. For eight days together, a1 
the feast of the tabernacle, he read and expounded the lav 
to the people, upon whom it had the best effect. This is 
the last mention made of Ezra in Scripture, and where be 
died is not precisely known. Josephus says it was at Jeru- 
salem, but tibe general opinion of the Jews is, that it yiea 
at 2iamzenna, a town on tiie Tigris, when on his way ir^m 
Jerusalem to Susa, to have an interview with Artaxerces 
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concerning the affairs of his country. Accordingly upon 
the Tigris, about twenty miles above its junction with the 
Euphrates, there is a tomb said to be his, to which both 
Jews and Mohammedans make pilgrimages. 

But Ezra is not only &mous for the reformation of the 
Jewish church, according to the law of Moses, but for the 
arrangement of the canon of the Old Testament. In this 
opinion, the Jews in ancient times and the Christian 
church hare invariably concurred. The Hebrew Scrip- 
tures were collected, arranged, and revised by him, or 
under his superintendence ; so that with reference to this 
and his other labours, the Jews regard him as a second 
Moses, for say they, as the law was given by Moses, so it 
was revived and restored by Ezra, after it had been in a 
manner extinguished and lost in the captivity. Thus in 
his private studies as well as in his public exertions, he 
Vfas a blessing to his country — ^nor was he a blessing to 
his country alone ; without that portion of the word of 
God which he collected, the New Testament dispensation 
which confirms and illustrates that portion would be use- 
less. The harmony of the Holy Book which 

• . . . like the eighth sphere doth shine 
With thousand lights of truth divine, (Cowlby) 

would be broken, — hence the whole world is benefited by 
his labours. To us they are an invaluable treasure; toith- 
out them dark and cheerless would be our pilgrimage on 
earth, but with them joy surrounds our path, and life and 
immortality is open to our view. With these — 

The soul reposing on assured relief, 

Feels herself happy amidst all her grief; 

Forgets her labour as she toils along, 

Weeps tears of joy and bursts into a song. — Cowpbr. 
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It was not wealth, it was net &me. 
Nor was it giofy that "he sought ; 

Ko! tfaeae Us aotions all prodaim 
He nobly set at noi^ght* 

The wirif are of hia lettow mwiy 
And his Creatov'a gkwy, weva 

The ruling motive of each plan 
That asked his thoughts, or prayer. 

For these he lahoure^ these he strove. 
Fearless of foes which gathered round ; 

And all his works of zeal and lovo 
With rich socceas were crofwoe^ 



LiVBD ABOUT A.M. 3550, 



Much has been written in praise of heatiien philosoplieEflr 
and warriors who have b j their gemua (x prowess beiie-> 
fited their reapectiTe countries, and they are to a certain 
degree entitled to tiiat praise. The man wbo^ves his 
eountiy, who enhances its prospmty or saves it firosa 
nun, deaerres the gratitude of his own people, and the 
apphnue of a world in after generations,— desenres 1^. 
name of a patriot. But if such men as these demand ens 
admiration, how much more should the deeds oi Seriptwe 
patriots ! Where is the man whose motives were half so 
pure, half so heavenlj as those whifih governed their 
actions ? unlike heathen patriotic, thej, while thej sought 
the welfare of their countr3rmen in this world, sought it 
also in the next, and sought likewise the glory of God. 

The history of Nehemiah, which is immediately con- 
nected with that of Ezra, whom he succeeded as governor 
of Judah, is a remarkable illustration of the foregoing 
observation. Nehemiah was the son of one of those Jews 
who had gained a comfortable settlement under the Per- 
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sSxaa dming their eap^mty, aii^ wko Iiad in emuseqaeam 
not xetniBed to Jerusalem: at the resteration. It is pro- 
bable he had ii>fliiMM» at the court at Shmhaa, and thaA 
he olitabied for his son the sitnatioD he h^ as cnp<-beazec 
to idi^ Artaxcrzes in ^ib (xpemng of his history, a skna- 
tien which has always been mentioned bj ancient writers 
as a highly bonontrable and confideiitial office, the bearer 
of which poBCSsed great influence from the opportunity* 
le enjoyed of access to the royal pcesence* Yes, Nehe- 
snah dwelt at the court q£ Artaxerxes, and might haTe 
lived in ease and splendomr, enjoying all that heart could 
wish ; but he was not happy diere; amidst ail his gieat- 
nesff one thing troubled him sore; his bre&ren at Jerusa- 
lem were in great a£9ktion and reproach; they were klilr 
without defence and surrounded by foes;^ With tike 
iauwledge of this, Nebemiah ^ sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted and payed before the 
Grod of heaTsn* He acknowledged the jnstiee of tiieic 
calamities, but, remembering the mercies of CM toward 
his people in fbimer ages, he was emboldened to seek his 
merciful inteipantLoB, more especially requesting that tile 
king's heart maght be diqiosed to &your and assist him in 
^e jisaaL which, he had designed to improve their wrrti^cd 
conditiQB So gjreat was the distress of Ndmniah^ that it 
i^vpeared in the ^om of has conntesance as he waited oo 
^e king, which Artaxcrxes pereerred, and gractonsly 
inquired ^e cause.* NehesEuah infinmed him that he 
sorrowed orer the doolate cenditian of Jerusalem; thcn^ 
being encouraged bjr the kmg^a fhiravr, and lifting np has 
heart in secret prayer to heaven, he povred forth has 
wishes into tiie iDstening monaorch's ear; he solicited leave 
it> go and bmld and fortify Jerus^on. This was by n» 
means a 8%ht reqmest; Artaxerxes, had he refleeted upon 
the renown the Jews bad gained for deeds of arms in past 
iimes, might hare supposed that their city being rebcdlt 
ai^ fortified, they would roTolt and become formidable foes 
t» his empire. Bat be had no such anqocions, his heart, 
in asawer to Nefaemiah's prayer^ was inclined to favo^ 
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them; he granted the good man's request, and with a foH 
oommission and attended by the kin^s guards, he left the 
pahu% and undertook the weaiisome and dangerous 
journey " to seek the wel&re of the children of Israel" 

Much had been done under Zerubbabel and Ezra, but 
much still remained undone; the walls which they had 
erected were demolished, and they were exposed to the 
incurnons of hostile neighbours. To this work, Nehemiah, 
as soon as he had arriyed, applied himself with the utmost 
ardour ; lest Ids designs should be frustrated he carefully 
surreyed the dtj by night, afiter which he assembled the 
priests and rulers, and declared his purpose and the object 
of his commission, exhorting them to second his endea- 
yours by their mutual aid. His speech reyiyed the courage 
and hopes of his brethren; ihey also longed to enclose the 
sacred site once more with walls, and they joyfully and 
unanimously exclaimed, *' Let us rise up and build. So 
they strengdiened their hands for this good work." 

Thus far Nehemiah was encouraged in his good designs, 
but he had to undergo the seyerest opposition, for when 
his designs were made known in Judea, powerful enemies 
arose against him. They did not, it is true, use open 
yiolence to stop the progress of the bmlding; this the king's 
commission preyented; they did, howeyer, all they could, 
they endeayoured to stop the work by reproach and ridi- 
cule, and these are powerful weapons against human na- 
ture. Many haye stood in the face of danger undaunted, 
who haye neyertheless been conquered by the shafts of 
ri^cule, but not so was Nehemiah ; he, declaring that the 
God of heayen was his support, heeded not their words, 
and though the opposition increased in yiolence, and 
though they heaped upon him a mixture of contempt and 
indignation, he only replied by prayer, and by committing 
his cause to GK>d. 

But far different was the conduct of his countrymen; 
dispirited by the persecution, which had now assumed the 
form of a conspiracy, and by excess of fatigue, they declined 
the prosecution of the work. This was a source of grief to 
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Nehemiah, but he still remained undaunted. Bj his pru- 
dent and pious conduct he baffled his adyersaries, and by 
his animated address raised the drooping spirits of his 
countrymen. They went to work again with one hand, 
while in the other they held a weapon, and so incessantly 
did they labour that they put not ofF their clothes for 
sleep. 

But the efforts of Nehemiah in the fortification of the 
city receired another check ; the people were inrolyed in 
the severest calamities. Having been constantly engaged 
in the building since the commencement under Zerubbabel, 
they had not been able to cultivate their lands, and the 
natural consequence was that they suffered from famine. 
So great was this calamity, that they were under the neces- 
sity of mortgaging their lands and houses, and even of 
selling their beloved offspring to their richer brethren, for 
provisions and the payment of the king's tribute. This 
caused a mutiny, whidi might have been fatal in its con- 
sequences but for the timely interference of Nehemiah; 
their complaint, and more especially the cause of it, deeply 
distressed him, but notwithstanding the power of their 
oppressors he set himself to redress their wrongs ; he rebuked 
them for their oppressive and usurious conduct. " We 
after our ability," said he " have redeemed our brethren 
the Jews, which were sol4 unto the heathen ; and will ye 
even sell your brethren ? or shall they be sold unto us ?" 
To this they could make no reply, and Nehemiah, taking 
advantage of their confusion, advised them to restore to 
their oppressed brethren all which they had exacted, and 
to promise by solemn covenant never to renew the extor- 
tion, to which they agreed, and praised God, and did 
according to their promise. 

To enforce his admonitions and good precepts the more, 
Nehemiah set them a noble example; unlike his prede- 
cessors, he did not exact the daily revenue of forty shekels 
of silver and the cost of his table, but remitted them and 
all other advantages which might be a burden to the com- 
munity. He moreover refused the allowance due to ^ ' 
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M goremoT, and not only supported his own dot csticg , 
bnt kqpt open hoose for one liandred and ^y Jtms witft 
tiaeir mlers hHm were engaged in die woik besides 
strangers, without any hope or desire of recompense, ssve 
that which cometh from God. 

Bat Nehemiah had to nndeigo still farther oppositi^on- 
foes without, and traitors within the city, combined to seek 
his destruction. Many were die stratagems to which they 
had reoovrse to effect his destruction, or to terxify hiia 
into an ahandonment of the work. Under die mask df 
friendship they sent to inTite him into the plains below, 
hat he discorering their treacherous design, replied, iiuit 
his work was too important to admit of the least delay. 
Four times diey made this attempt, and as often feiled; 
they then opeidy chaiged him with the intention of 
stirring up sedition and of renouncing his aHegianoe to 
Artaxerxes, and this charge having proved abortive, they 
contrived another scheme to betray him. They hired a 
fedse prophet, who, feigning a revelation from hearen, 
advised the governor to take refuge in the temple that ho 
might preserve his threatened life. This was to draw him 
into a distrust of his God, for which they would afterwards 
haye reproached him; but they were again disappointed, 
and he was again triumphant; in full dependence upon his 
God who had so often protected him, he replied, ^ Should 
Budi a man as I flee? .... I will not go in." 

At length in flffy-two days the wall was enclosed and 
the gates shut up, which so affected their opponents, l^at 
they concluded (and rightly so) that so great a work could 
not haye been eflfected but by the assistance of Divine 
providence. *^ They were much cast down in thdir own 
eyes; for they perceived that diis work was wrought of 
eur God." Bnt Nehemiah's concern did not end with the 
completion of the fortifications, nor was it merely pditical, 
his bosom burned with ardour for their religious welfrcre. 
No sooner was the external defence completed, than he 
commenced its internal regulations, and he began his 
Due grand object, that of reforming his countrymen and 
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estftbliskiiig l^e worship oi Almigkty God; with Ezra i^ 
sodbe, lie caused the Scriptures to be publicly read, tke 
fxuits of which were immediately seen; the people oon^ 
fetsed and lamented their guilt Ezra, however, and his 
assistants, comforted them, telling them that it was not a 
time to mourn and weep, but to be cheerful and charitable 
to the poor, for whom nothing was provided, siju^e it was 
a day holy to the Lord. The celebration of the sacred 
festivals was then renewed, and a solemn fast instituted, 
idiich was observed by all the people; they appeared be- 
fore Ood wi& marks of unfeigned repentance, acknow- 
ledged their iniquities and implored the Divine favoui^ 
afifcer which they entered into an engagement by covenant^ 
ihat they would walk in the law of the Lord which was 
given by Moses* Nehemiah also provided for the better 
defence of the city by promoting the increase of its inha- 
bitants; he ordered tiiat, besides the rulers and those who 
o£Fered themselves fireely, •every tenik pers(m should be 
chosen by lot out of the rest of the people to reside there. 
These necessary regulations being concluded, the walls 
erected with «o much labour were dedicated to God 
amidst loud acclamations of joy and praise. 

Having thus settled the a^irs of his country, Nehe- 
miah, according to the promise which he had given to the 
king, returned to the court at Babylon. He had not^ 
however, remained loi^ there, before his presence was 
again required at Jerusalem, whither he obtained leave of 
the king again to repair. With the knowledge of all the 
terrible calamities which had overtaken their forefathers 
for their crimes, calamities from which they themselves 
were not yet exempt, the Jews profited not Their nature 
and tiieir sins were the same ; they relapsed into their 
old corruptions, and grew very irregular. Through the 
treachery of Eliasfaib, the chief priest, Tobiah, one of the 
most noted opposers of God and his people, had apartments 
prepared for him in the temple, to the exclusion of the 
holy vessels and offerings, the profanation of that sacred 
place, and the hinderance of Divine worship. This so 
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inflamed good Neheiniah's zeal, that He was resolyed to 
put an end to these irregularities. The first step he took 
towards this reformation was, to conyince the people of 
their error hj causing the hook of the law to he read 
puhliclj. Herein he found that the Ammonite and the 
Moahite should not come into the congregation of Qod £ot 
erer, hecause thej met not the children of Israel with 
refreshments of hread and water, when they came out of 
Egypt, hut hired Balaam to curse them, though Grod 
turned their curse into a hlessing. Having hy this con- 
yinced the people of their transgression, and seeing their 
readiness to reform, hy departing from the mixed multi- 
tude, he holdly cast out Tohiah from his possessions, 
notwithstanding his high connexions, reprehended the 
rulers for their desertion of the temple, and restored the 
Leyites to their office and tithes. 

The next grievance the pious governor had to redress 
was, the desecration of the Sahbath. During his absence 
the Jews had not only done all manner of servile work on 
this day, but had suffered the Tyrians to bring their mer- 
chandise for sale, in contempt of an express commandment. 
This Nehemiah protested against in the warmest strains, 
setting before them the evils that this sin had brought, in 
former times, upon Israel ; and which would, if persisted 
in, be brought upon them also. But he was not satisfied 
with making his protest against this evil. He was resolved 
to reform the practice ; and he therefore commanded that 
the city gates should be closed on the evening before the 
Sabbath, and that they should not be opened till the Sab- 
bath was past. That this might be duly observed, he 
appointed some of his own servants to guard the gates, 
and to see that no burden passed through. Thus, with 
great care and difficulty, this good man once more 
established Divine worship at Jerusalem; through his 
pious exertions. 

Once more the voice of joy and praise^ 

Hajrmonious was heard around, 
Once more to heaven, ascended lays, 

Unmingled with an eajrthly sound. 
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Notvdthstanding the great pains that had been taken 
by Ezra and Nehemiah to prevent mtermarriages with the 
heathen, the fatal custom again became prevalent. Here, 
again, Nehemiah interposed ; he censured, warned, and 
punished the ofifenders, regardless of their rank or office ; 
andafiter effectually separating them from their profane 
connexions, compelled them to enter into covenant that 
they should never be renewed. Then, praying to God to 
do justice on those that defiled the priesthood, and violated 
the covenant between the priests and Levites, and the 
Lord, he proceeded to purge the temple from all profana- 
tion of strangers, and to appoint to the priest and Levite 
their several duties, setting out the wood for the offerings,, 
and preserving the first fruits. 

With this relation, the history of Nehemiah concludes ;. 
and a very instructive history it is. It teaches us not to 
stop short in our endeavours to benefit our fellow man, 
to embrace in our philanthropy eternity as well as time,, 
to seek in all we do the glorification of our Creator, and to- 
labour with disinterested motives. Throughout his whole* 
conduct Nehemiah displayed a uniform abhorrence of evil,, 
and a zealous concern for God's glory, regardless of his 
own interest, and of the sufferings he endured for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of his countrymen ; and 
so pure were his motives, that he could appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts to test his sincerity ; and could look 
upwards for the Divine approbation upon his actions. 
May we so live that we may do the same. And, yet if we 
should, after all, we must cry as Nehemiah did, in the 
consciousness of possessing a fallen nature, "Spare me 
according to the greatness of thy mercy." 
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ESTHER. 



She co/mes, thoa^h death may be her meed, 

Ql<Mdng with fervour holj ; 
She eomee, her country*^ cause to plead. 

With accents meek aad lowly. 

Her spouse, her king sits od his throne^ 
Mute stands the ^ueea before him ; 

He marks her, and his ghmces own 
The power her lore haa o*er him. 

He holds the golden sceptre oat, 

And Esther draweth to him ; 
That gentle smile, it quelleth doubt, — 

Now let her accents woo him. 

And he is wooed, and he is won. 

Won by most righteous bribe ; 
Wrongs are redressed, and justice done, 

Mordecai and his tnbe. 

And theirs are yictory and light. 
Nor bondage more, nor sadness ; 

JEsther has fought the holy fight. 

And all is joy and gladness. — ^J. W. D. 



Flourished about a. m. 3540. 



Although the Almighty may, in the order of his proTi- 
dence, permit the wicked to triumph, and the righteou»to 
saffer, it is but for a season. He inTariablj tumeth the 
rejoicing of the one into mourning, bj heaping their 
wickedness upon their own heads, and the sorrow of the 
other into notes of gladness, by delivering them out of all 
their troubles. This truth receives a beautiful illustration 
from the Scripture narrative which bears the name of 
Esther ; a narrative which is held by the Jews in peculiar 
"veneration. So far, indeed, does that veneration extend^ 
\t thej call it Megillah Esther, ^^ the volume of Esther," 
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and sometimes " the rolume" by way of eminence. They 
say, moreover, that it is equal in importance with the law 
of Moses, and that when all other Scripture shall cease, 
the book of Esther shall be lasting as the Pentateuch, 
which shall neither be destroyed or lost. Their venera- 
tion for this boqk doubtless arises from the important 
matter it contains relative to a particular deliverance their 
forefathers experienced under the reign of Ahasuerus, oc 
that Axtaxerxes Longimanus from whom Ezra and Nehe- 
miah received their several commissions ; and also £rom 
their gratitade to Esther, who was the principal instru- 
ment in effecting that deliverance. 

For this great purpose Esther was raised &om the 
depths of obscurity, and exalted to the highest station 
in Persia. And her exaltation was brought about in so 
wonderful a manner, that the directing hand of an over- 
ruling Providence is {Mainly traced in the event. Ahasu- 
erus gave a sumptuoua entertainment, and sent for his queen 
Yashti to grace the banquet* This mandate was contrary 
to oriental notions, and therefore the queen refused to obey; 
but the monardi being inflamed with wine, was enraged 
at her refusal, and consulted widi his company what steps 
he should take to punish her for her disobedience. The 
courtiers imagining it would be more judicious to inflame 
than to allay his resentment, represented her conduct as 
likely to have the worst eflects upon society at latge, and ad- 
vised, as a prevention, that she should be discarded from his 
presence. Their advice was listened to ; and Esther, an 
orphan Jewess, who possessed peculiar gracefulness and 
beauty, being brought in with many others, in order that 
the kii^ might choose another consort, so pleased the 
king that she was made queen of Persia. 

The elevation to such a station as this would have made 
some minds lofty and imperious, and unmindful of their 
former connexions ; but it had no such eflects upon the 
mind of Esther. She had been brought up under the care 
of her cousin Mordecai, to whom she had paid the obe- 
dience due to a parent; and this attention to her kinsman 

82 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



was paid while at conrt; she did nothing but by his 
commandment. Esther did not, it is true, seek the 
advancement of her kinsman, but this was in obedience to 
Mordecai, who adyised her to conceal the knowledge of 
her kindred from her consort What his motives were for 
giving such advice we are not informed ; it is not, how- 
eyer, improbable that he imagined such a disclosure would 
hare prejudiced the mind of the king against his new 
partner, on account of her relation to her despised 
countrymen. But whatever it might be, it hindered not 
his advancement. In the office which he held at the 
gate of the palace, he rendered such service to the king, as 
payed the way to future preferment. He saved the hfe of 
Ahasuerus, by discoyering and disclosing a plot which had 
been laid against it by two discontented courtiers. 

Soon after these eyents, Haman, a descendant of the 
Amalekites, was made prime minister of Persia, and his 
ascendancy oyer the mind of Ahasuerus was so great, that 
he not only obtained the government of the empire, but a 
royal edict for all persons to do him homage. All obeyed 
this mandate saye one, and that was Mordecai, and he 
alone dared to disobey. Not that he did so from a factious 
spirit ; it was doubtless some scruple of conscience that 
operated upon his upright mind,-— either the profanity of 
the minister, or the kind of yeneration he demanded, or 
that he belonged to that race whom God had pronounced 
accursed, and had ordered to be extirpated. Whatever it 
might be, Haman could not brook such treatment from an 
inferior. When he discovered it, " he was full of wrath," 
and immediately determined to take revenge, and that of 
the most ample, unjust, and sanguinary nature. For this 
one man's offence he sought the destruction of his whole 
race ; thus displaying the ancient enmity of the Amalekite 
towards Israel. With all the superstition of an idolater, 
Haman caused lots to be cast from day to daj, and from 
month to month, in order to determine the month and the 
day most propitious for the barbarous undertaking, or 
most calamitous to the Jews. These, as he imagined, 
being discovered, he ventured to propose the measure to 
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the king, alleging that they were dangerous to the state, 
and, strange to relate, without giving anj proof of his 
assertion, he ohtained a decree to destroy them without 
regard either to age, or sex, or character. 

If we wanted a proof of the depravity of the human 
heart, we need only look upon these men whom Providence 
had placed over a mighty empire, after they had doomed a 
nation to perish, indulging themselves, without compunc- 
tion, in the pleasures of the tahle ; drowning, as it were, 
their cries in the intoxicating draught. Yes, Ahasuerus 
and his minister, after this instrument was signed, made 
themselves merry with wine. But if they were merry, not 
so were the Jews. In their dwellings the utmost conster- 
nation prevailed ; and Mordecai expressed the anguish of 
his heart by all external signs of sorrow, and by his loud 
and bitter cries throughout the city. 

The report of his sorrows was carried to the queen, and 
she sent a messenger to him with change of apparel, and 
to inquire into the cause of his grief. When informed, 
her concern for the fate of her beloved nation equalled 
that of her kinsman. 

Tear answered tear, and sigh for sigh 
Flowed freely from the riven heart, 

And mingled prayer went up on high, 
Though uttered in the flesh apart. 

Mordecai charged Esther to exert all her influence with 
the king on their behalf; nor was she less anxious to do 
so. But there was one formidable obstacle in her path': 
the Persian laws forbade every person, not excepting the 
queen, on pain of death, to approach the sovereign with- 
out his mandate, which Esther, by her messenger, repre- 
sented to Mordecai. He replied, that herself, as well as 
her people, was involved in the ruin ; that she must perish 
as well as her nation; he also remarked, that \£ she 
refused to mediate, deliverance might arise from another 
quarter for the Jews in general, while herself and her 
kindred might perish : and he encouraged her to hope 
that her exaltation had been appointed by Heaven, as the 
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means of delirerance. This brought her to a resolution 
of pleading in behalf of her nation, though her life might 
be the cost; but she depended not on her ascendazK^ 
'mth the king, or her own skill ; she clothed herself in 
sackcloth, and fEisted and prayed for success, as did all the 
Jews in Shushan, for three days. At the end of that time 
Esther yentured, uncalled, into the presence of the long ; 
and her joy must have been great indeed, to see him 
extend towards her the sceptre of peace; and he not 
only receiyed her thus, but anticipating something extraor^ 
dinary must haye been the occasion of her appearance, he 
freely offered her whateyer she might ask, eyen to the half 
of his dominions. She requested that himself and Hamaa 
would come to a banquet she had prepared for them ; and 
ibis being complied with, she again solicited their atten-» 
dance at another banquet on the morrow. 

This honour elated Haman in the highest d^ree ; he 
hastened homewards, and collecting his friends together, 
boasted of the peculiar fayour ; and yet amidst all this 
honour and all this pleasure, one thing mortified him: 
"All this," said he, " ayaileth me nothing, so long as I see 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the ki^'s gate." His 
offended pride nu^rred all his glory ; at the adyice of his 
friends, howeyer, he determined that this disrespectfrd 
Jew should trouble him no more ; he resolyed now, that 
he should die before his countrymen ; and he ordered a 
gallows, fifty feet high, to be erected, that he might be 
executed thereon. 

The fate of Mordecai seemed, at this moment, ineyi* 
table ; but man designs, and God defeats his schemes. 
While the proud minister was felicitating himself on the 
death of this good man, God was bringing about the 
exaltation of Mordecai, and the destruction of his foe. 
On that night, Ahasuerus, without any yisible cause of 
disturbance, could not sleep, and in that unquiet state, he 
commanded the records of the kingdom, (in which was 
registered, according to oriental custom, both ancient and 
modem, fdl passing eyents, and all the king's own words,) 
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to be read before bim : and it so happened that Mordecai's 
discoyexy of the conspiracy i^as related. The king in- 
quired irhat reward had been bestowed upon him, and 
being answered none, he resolved instantly to atone for 
his neglect. Haman was then in waiting for an audience, 
to petition that Mordecai might die the death he had pre* 
pared, and the king sent for him, and interrogated him, 
^^What shall be done unto the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour?" Imagining from the former 
javours he had received, that he himself was that man, he 
was lavish in his advice. The royal apparel was to be put 
upon the favoured person, the king's own crown to be set 
upon his head, and he was to ride upon the king's own 
)iorse. Thus arrayed he was to be conducted by one of the 
aoblest princes of the realm, who was to herald him 
through the streets of the city proclaiming, '^ Thus shall it 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour." His advice was approved of, and to his utter 
consternation, he received a command to bestow these dis- 
tinctions upon the man whose death he meditated ; and 
to attend him as his servant. However unwelcome the 
task, the mandate was obeyed ; and Haman afterwards 
returned home, and related his disgrace to his wife and 
fiiends. 

But Haman's punishment was not to end in disgrace 
alone ; in the midst of his distress he was summoned to 
accompany the king to the queen's banquet. Thither he 
accordingly repaired, and Esther being again desired by 
the king to prefer her request to him, remonstrated in the 
most pathetic terms against the cruel edict gone forth, and 
earnestly besought that she and her people might be saved. 
The king, who it appears had forgotten the circumstance, 
demanded who had projected their ruin, and on being 
informed that it was his favourite Haman, he arose from 
the banquet in wrath, and went out into the garden. 

When the kings of Persia rise abruptly, and withdraw, 
it is a signal of death, to the offender. This Haman knew ; 
and seeing nothing but ruin before him, he fell on the 
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conch on which Esther reclined, and supplicated her inter- 
cession on his behalf; while in this posture, the king 
returned, and supposing he offered insult to the queen, and 
being informed of his further wickedness, in preparing a 
gallows for the execution of Mordecai, he ordered him to 
be hanged thereon. Thus did this wicked man fall into 
the net which he had laid for others, and his honours and 
estates were transferred to the man whose death he sought. 

But the sanguinary decree still remained in force ; for 
no law of Persia might be revoked. Neyertheless, a; 
Esther's request, another edict was issued, to counteract 
its mischieyous effects, by which the Jews were empowered 
to arm themselves in their own defence, and to slay si. 
those who might attack them. The influence of this was 
so great, that numbers came to their assistance, so tha; 
when the appointed day arrived, those who arose againsi 
them were easily conquered. Seventy-five thousand were 
slain, among whom were Haman's ten sons. 

To commemorate this providential deliverance, the Jews, 
to the present day, observe a yearly festival, called the 
feast of Purim, when the book of Esther is read horn. 
beginning to end, and when all, of every sex and age, are 
required to be present, for the better preservation of the 
memory of the important deliverance which it records. 
Important indeed it was, not only to the Jews, but to our- 
selves. Had the evil designs of the ambitious Haman 
been carried into effect, the church of God had perished ; 
but such an event as this we need not fear. It has been, 
is now, and ever will be, under his protection, and " no 
weapon formed against it shall prosper." 

Though potent foes enraged comhine 
To desecrate her hallowed shrine, 
The fair Eclecta's spires shall rise 
Towering towards her native skies, 
And man unto her courts repair. 
To join in hallowed song or prayer. 
Till all the rage of foes is o*er, 
Till time itself he known no more. 
Nor yet shall then her glories cease ; 
Her numerous ofitspring then in peace, 
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And joy, and hannony, and love, 
Shall tenant her blest courts above, 
Beneath the smiles of God, secure^ 
While endless ages shall endure : 
For know, God*s church is still the same, 
Be it of earthly or of heavenly name. 



JOHN THE BAPTIST. 



The last and greatest herald of heaven's King, 
Girt with rough skins, hies to the deserts wild j 

Among that savage brood the woods forth bring. 
Which he more harmless found than man, and mild. 

His food was locusts, and what there doth spring, 
With honey that from virgin hives distilled ; 

Parched body, hollow eyes, some uncouth thing 
Made him appear, long since from earth exiled. 

There burst he forth — Afi ye whose hopes rely 
On God, with me amidst these deserts mourn*: 
Repent, repent, and from old errors turn. 

Who listen'd to his voice ?, obeyed his cry ? 
Only the echoes which he made relent, 
Rung from their flinty caves, " Repent, repent." 

Drummond. 



Beheaded, a. d. 31. 



The moral condition of man was desolate indeed. In the 
Jewish church, the priest and the people had generally 
sunk, either into Sadducean infidelity, or Pharisaic super-* 
stition ; and the whole Gentile world still bowed the knee 
to their gods of wood and stone. But it was not to remain 
so for ever: when this worse than Egyptian darkness 
appeared to be established on the earth, the day of human 
redemption was drawing nigh. ^^ The sun of righteous- 
ness" was soon to ^' arise with healing in his wings." The 
great Creator was about to recover his creatures from their 
&llen state ; to perform the coyenant he had made with 
them, by sending his only Son to redeem them. This was 
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indicated by the appearance of John the Baptist, of whom 
the prophets had spoken, as the harbinger who should 
prepare the way before the Messiah. 

The birth of this eminent man was attended with mira- 
cnlons circumstances, in which God not only denoted Ms 
omnipotence, but excited the minds of men to expect 
something extraordinary from such preternatural means. 
His father was Zacharias, " a priest of the course of Abia," 
and his mother Elisabeth, '^ of the daughters of Aaron." 
These, amidst the gross darkness which surrounded them, 
were sincere worshippers; for it is said of them, that 
*' they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." 
But it has been well remariced, ^' they who stand highest in 
the fayour of God, may, during the greater part of their 
lives, want the external and yisible marks of it, and Ue 
under the burden of reproach among men." Thus it was 
with these two pious persons. They had no child, and 
being far advanced in years, had neither reason to hope 
for, or to expect any. Yet, notwithstanding the seeming 
improbabilities of nature, God had determined to make 
ihem instruments of his glory, by causing them to be the 
joyful parents of a child, second to none of the great ones 
of the earth ; for, saith our Saviour, '^ Among them that 
are bom of women, there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist." 

Zacharias was officiating in his course, and burning 
incense in the temple, when a messenger from heaven 
appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar, 
the sight of whom filled his mind with terror. This the 
angel perceived, and in order to dispel his fears, he assured 
him of the favour he and his wife had found with God, 
who intended to bless th^jn with a son, whose birth should 
be an occasion of great joy, not only to themselves, but to 
others. The angel foretold also the dignity of his office : he 
was, £rom his birth, to be inspired with the Holy Ghost^ 
and was to go forth *' in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
tarn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
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disobedient to the wisdom of tke just ; to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord." 

Although a descendant of Abraham, the good Zacharias 
had not the faith of that patriarch. When he considered 
the age of himself and wife, the promise, though given by 
an angel yisible at the altar of God, was too great for 
belief. He had the temerity to ask for a sign by which 
he should be certified of the truth of the prediction, and his 
demand was complied with. The angel, to confirm his 
authority, replied, that he should be dumb till all these 
things were fulfilled. This immediately happened, and 
he continued in that state until the day that the promised 
child was circumcised. On that day, however, his tongue 
was again loosened ; and, filled with the Holy Ghost, he 
celebrated the praises of God in a sublime hymn of joy, 
for remembering his holy covenant. 

Of the early years of the Baptist very little is recorded. 
We read only that *^ the child grew, and waxed strong in 
the Spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his showing 
unto Israel." In this solitude he led an austere life, 
living upon locusts and wild honey, and spending his 
time in contemplation and prayer. A garment of camels' 
hair covered his frame, and a leathern cincture was girded 
about his waist. Thus he continued till he was about 
thirty years of age, when he received his commission to 
enter into the busy world, and to preach repentance to 
mankind. 

At this time there was a great expectation that an 
extraordinaiy person was to arise fior Ihe redemption of 
Israel. We do not wonder, therefore, that his appearance, 
his contempt of the world, his mortified countenance and 
deportment, his austere and eremitical life, and his ardent 
zeal, when he first came forth, excited general attention. 
Multitudes thronged from all parts to hear the joyful news 
of salvation from his lips. Cities and towns were unpeo- 
pled, while the spacious fields were crowded with their 
inhabitants. ^ There went out to him all Jerusalem, Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan." And so effective 
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was his preaching, so suited were the terms he used to 
erery man's condition, that numhers of all classes of society, 
" were haptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins." 

But the Baptist did not suffer them to depart with the 
impression that hj this ceremony their guilt was purged 
away : he taught that he was not the Christ ; that he only 
haptized with water, while the Messiah who should come 
after him should haptize ^^ with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." Thus was John employed hy the riyer Jordan, w^hen 
Jesus, who had taken his leaye of his mother, and had 
hegan his heavenly Father's work, came himself to seek 
haptism at his hands. The Baptist, who had no previous 
knowledge of his form, as soon as he heheld him, inspired 
by the Holy Ghost, paid him reverence : " I have need to 
be baptized of thee," said he, " and comest thou to me ?" 
But, upon Jesus repljring that it was necessary he should 
do so, since he was come ^^ to fulfil all righteousness," he 
no longer disputed his Lord's commands, but baptized him. 

The Baptist was followed by men of all rsmks, sects, 
and parties, and his fame spread far and near. But he was 
not lifted up in heart ; no, he was still the same humble 
preacher as when he first commenced his labours. Thus, 
when the members of the Jewish Sanhedrim sent a depu- 
tation to ask him who he was, he did not make a boast of 
his high office, but simply replied that, he was not the 
jyiessiah ; and it was only by repeated questions, as to 
his pretensions, that they drew firom him his character ; 
and then it was not in boasting language, but in the lan- 
guage of one of the clearest predictions of Holy Writ, he 
pointed them to the Messiah, of whom he was the fore- 
runner. " I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet 
Esaias." Such a declaration ought to have had the effect 
of making them admire his humility, and of causing them 
to seek to learn of him concerning the glorious personage 
he pointed out to them. But no ; they, Pharisee like, 
when they found that their questions answered not the 
end they had in view, censured him for assuming a com- 
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mission to which, they imagined he had no right. *' Why 
baptisest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet V This reproach only elicited from 
him an explanation of his institution, as a preparatory 
rite to the baptism wherewith the Messiah should baptize. 
The Messiah was, indeed, the chief object to which he 
directed the attention of both the priest, the Levite, and 
the people. He was anxiously solicitous to lead them 
from himself to him, as " the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world." 

Nor was it these alone whom he wished to follow Christ. 
His own disciples, between whom and himself there was, 
doubtless, a fond attachment, were directed by him to 
Jesus. *^The next day after, John stood, and two of his dis- 
ciples ; And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, 
Behold the Lamb of Grod;" and they immediately left their 
master and followed Jesus. This was what the Baptist in- 
tended. He sought not popularity; the due discharge of his 
office was his only aim, and this done, he was content to be 
forgotten. This may be seen from the conversation he had 
wi^ some of his disciples who, jealous of his honour, ex- 
pressed a degree of enyy at the growing fieune of Jesus: 
^ Rabbi," said they, ^'he that was with thee beyond Jordan, 
to whom thou kurest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, 
and all men come to him." This display of an envious 
spirit evidently gave him great uneasiness ; he might also 
feel hurt that they had profited so little by his instructions ; 
but he displayed no angry tempers in his reply; he 
expressed joy at the intelligence, and endeavoured to cor- 
rect their &lse notions of Jesus, by bearing his testimony, 
in explicit language, to his Divine nature and mediatorial 
office : ^^ Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am 
not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. He that 
hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the &iend of the 
bridegroom which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice ; this my joy, 
dierefore, is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease. He that cometh from above is above all : he 
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that is of the earth is earthly, and qieaketh of the earth ; 
he that cometh firom hearen is above alL And what lie 
hath seen and heard, that he testifieth, and no man reeei^ 
reih his testimony." 

In the second year of his preaching, the mission of tbe 
Baptist was brongfat to a close, and his end was sneh as 
heoume his Kfe; and the messenger of a snffisring 
Redeemer. Herod Antipas, the tetiareh of Galilee, had 
often heard him with pleasure, and had been moved by 
his discourses to do many laudable deeds ; but, at length, 
his faithfulness in reproving that monarch, for living 
unlawfully with his brother PhiHp's wife, offended hira, 
and he threw him into prison. To be deprived iA the pri- 
vilege of pointing sinners to the Lamb of God must luive 
been a great tri^ to the holy Baptist ; still he was not 
wholly unemployed ; his own disciples had access to him 
in his dreary abode, and he spent his time in establishing 
them in that faith for which he was persecuted. This we 
may infer from the message he sent on one occadon by 
two of his disciples to Jesus. For their instruction he . 
bade them go and inquire whether he was '^ He that should 
come," or whether they were to "look for another.* Our 
Lord understood the meanii^ of his message, and carried 
on the same plan of instructing them ; while it would 
appear he was only delivering a message to their master. 
He appealed to his miracles as evidences of his mission, 
since they had been minutely foretold by the prophets ; 
"Go your way," said he, "and tell John what thii^s ye 
have seen and heard ; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. And blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended in me." 

These were grateful tidings to the Baptist; tidingswhicb, 
dark and gloomy as his dungeon was, rendered it more 
cheerful than the palace <^ Herod. With him all was cahn, 
all tranquil, all joy ; while with Herod, in the midst of 
gaiety and grandeur, all was wretchedness. So true it is; 
that with the righteous there is inward joy, in tl^e midst 
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of persecution ; while with the wicked there is no peace, 
eren in the midst of the most dazzling display of human 
grandeur. 

It would appear that Herod only intended to keep the 
Baptist in close confinement, and perhaps he might medi- 
tate his future release ; hut he was no more to hare 
liberty on earth, nor was he long to be immured in the 
walls of a prison. The holy man had an implacable 
enemy in Herodias, the guilty and abandoned partner of 
Herod ; she was an enemy indeed, whose revenge could 
not be satisfied with aught beside his death : this she 
ardently sought, and an opportunity soon presented itself 
for her to obtain her sanguinary desire. Herod kept his 
birthday, in great pomp and splendour : he made a great 
supper for his lords, high captains, and chief estates of 
Galilee, on which festiye occasion, the dancing of Salome, 
the daughter of Herodias by her lawful husband, so 
pleased him, that he promised with an oath, to giye her 
whatsoerer she should ask. The damsel hastened to her 
mother, to inform her of the promise given her, and, 
instructed by her, returned and demanded the head of 
John the Baptist in a charger. At this inhuman request, 
Herod was greatly troubled ; but he had not the courage 
to resist the demand ; he was very sorry, nevertheless, 
for his oath's sake, and them that sat with him at meat, 
he commanded it to be given her ; and he immediately 
sent an executioner, who beheaded John in the prison. 
Thus, rather than break a rash vow, made under the 
influence of the £a,tal cup, he consented to commit a crime, 
at which his nature recoiled with horror ; and in which 
the ruin of his immortal soul, infinitely more precious than 
all the kingdoms of the earth, was involved. The head 
of the Baptist was brought to the palace, and, in the pre* 
sence of the assembled guests, given to the damsel, who, 
lost to all sense of delicate feeling, carried it to her cruel 
and revengeful mother. His body was laid in the grave 
by a few weeping and attached friends ; but where was 
his spirit ? While his foes were exulting, and his fidends 
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were mourning oyer his death, that had taken its happy 
flight, had winged its way from earth to heaven, where no 
persecutor seeks for the life of the servants of God. 

Where now he sings of battles won, 

Of gannents rolled in blood, 
Of vanquished hosts, by David's son. 

The bleeding Lamb of God ! 

Of blood that loosed the captive's chain. 

Redeemed his life, and sealed 
The record of a deathless name, 

That lives in heaven, revealed. — Anon. 
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The law of Gk>d exact he shall fulfil 

Both hy ohedience and hy love, though Love 

Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 

He shall endure, by coming in the flesh 

To a reproachful life, and cursed death ; 

Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 

In his redemption ; and that his obedience. 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 

To save them, not their own, though legal, works. 

For this he shall live hated, be blasphemed. 

Seized on by force, judged, and to death condemned 

A shameful and accursed, nailed to the cross 

By his own nation ; slain for bringing life : 

But to the .cross he nails thy enemies. 

The law that is against thee, and the sins 

Of all mankind, with him there crucified. 

Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 

In this his satisfaction ; so he dies. 

But soon revives; death over him no power 

Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning light 

Return,' the stars of mom shall see him rise 

Out of his grave 

Then to the heaven of heavens he shall ascend 
With victory, triumphing through the air 
Over his foes and thine; there ^all surprise 
The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 
Through all his realm, and there confounded leave ; 
Then enter into glory, and resume 
His- seat at Grod's right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in heaven. — Milton. 



Born, a. m. 4004. Crucified, a. d. 33. 



Thb incamation of Jesus Christ is the most astonishing 
event that has ever taken place in the world, and may 
well excite our admiration and gratitude ; compared with 
this, the birth of the most celebrated of tiie great ones of 
the earth, be they poet, or statesman, or conqueror, sinks 
into insignificance. Their births indeed are not otherwise 
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interesting tlian as the commencement of a life which sub- 
sequent actions rendered great, but the birth of Jesus is 
remarkable as displaying a union of the diyine and human 
nature : in him we behold, '' God manifest in the flesh." 
This is, as the apostle terms it, a great mystery, but great 
as it is, such an incarnation was necessary for the great 
work which he came to accomplish; man had sinned, and 
no created being, not even the holiest and highest among 
the hierarchies" in heaven, could expiate his sin or raise 
him from his fallen state. This God knew; and he '' so 
loved the world,* that notwithstanding their rebellions, 
*' he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever beliereth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.*^ 

Oh what A scale of mincles U here. 
Its lowest round high planted in the skies ; 
Its towering summit lost beyond the thought 
Of man or angel I->oYouno. 

The apostle John gives the Messiah the appellation of 
Logos, which signifies the word, or reason ; and it is re- 
markable that this was in exact accordance with the senti- 
ments of the Jewish church in which the word, the Son 
of God and Jehovah means the same. Heathen philoso- 
phers also affixed a similar idea to the word Logos, some- 
times using it as significant Qf the Creator of the world, 
and at others ^' as the most perfect idea, conception or 
model which God had formed of everything in his own 
mind, and of which He stamped the signature on his 
works." 

As soon as the offence came, the promise of a Saviour 
was given; this the patriarchs had treasured up, and had 
deposited as a sacred trust for their descendants. It was 
reiterated from Heaven again and again to different persons, 
was shadowed forth by the ceremonial rites, and was the 
grand theme of the sweet singer of Israel and of all the 
prophets; the minds of men were therefore prepared for 
this great event. There was, indeed, at the birth of the 
Redeemer a general expectation that some extraordinaiy 
person was about to appear. But alas ! while the few 



d by Google 



JESUS CHRIST. 275 

who knew God " waited for the consolation of Israel," who 
should sare the world from their spiritual thraldom; the 
midtitude who knew him not, under the influence of a 
worldly spirit, looked only for a mighty potentate who 
should save them £rom temporal calamities. 

Six months after the angel Gahriel had appeared to 
Zacharias, he was sent to a city of Galilee to an ohscure 
virgin named Mary, who was of the house of David, with 
the wonderful tidings that she was the honoured person 
chosen to bear the promised Messiah. When he entered the 
apartment where she resided, he addressed her in these 
words: '^Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 
with thee : blessed art thou among women." Such a salu- 
tation from such a being put Mary into a great perturbation 
of spirit ; but the angel removed her fears and explained his 
words by telling her that she was the happiest woman upcm 
earth, inasmuch as she had found such favour with Grod as 
to be elected of him to conceive, and bring forth that great 
Person,whose name was on earth to be called Jesus, but who 
in heaven was known by the name of the Son of God Most 
High. When the pious virgin heard this she modestly de- 
sired him to explain how such an event could come to 
pass, seeing she was unacquainted with man. The angel 
replied that it should be accomplished by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and to confirm her fisdth he made known 
unto her that her cousin Elisabeth had '^ conceived a son 
in her (dd age," and that it was ^'the sixth monih with her, 
who was called barren." On receiving this informatic«i 
the doubts of Mary were overcome, and she replied to tht 
angel in words expressive of her faith and lesignatioii. 

Soon after this, Mary went to the city where Zacharias 
and Elisabeth resided ; on her arrival there she saluted 
her cousin, and she had no sooner spoken than tbe babe 
in the womb of Elisabeth leaped as trani^orted with joy, 
and the holy woman divinely inspired, returned the salit* 
tatioD in the words of the angel: ^Blessed art thou 
among women,* and gave her the title of ^ the Mother of 
mj Lord." Her words, uttered as they were by ezpresi 
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reyelation, exalted the faith of Maiy beyond eyeiy doubty 
and she expressed her joj in that sublime hymn which i?re 
repeat sabbath after sabbath in the house of God. 

Mary, after abiding with Elisabeth for three montlis 
returned home, when Joseph, to whom she had been be- 
trothed, began to make preparations for their nuptials. 
Before, howerer, that eyent happened, he discoyered that 
his intended bride was already with child, which circum- 
stance greatly troubled him; but he was unwilling to make 
a public example of her by exposing her to the Jewish law, 
which was seyere upon women in that condition, and 
therefore he meditated putting her away priyately, as 
though she had neyer been his betrothed. But while he 
was resolying upon these things in his own mind, the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, warning 
him against the measure deyised, explaining the nature of 
the conception, and commanding him to take her home. 
Conyinced of the reality of the yision, Joseph acceded to 
the Diyine command ; he took unto him his wife as the 
angel of the Lord had bidden him. 

The prophets had foretold that the birth-place of the 
Messiah should take place* at Bethlehem, but Joseph and 
Mary resided at a considerable distance from that place ; 
the prediction howeyer coidd not fail, Diyine proyidence 
oyerruled circumstances which compelled them to remove 
thither. The treasury of Augustus Cfesar being exhausted, 
he issued a mandate that all his subjects, including the 
inhabitants of conquered nations as well as the Romans 
•oyer whom he swayed the sceptre, shoidd be enrolled in 
order that he might raise a reyenue by a general taxation^ 
This made it necessary for Joseph and Mary to repair to 
Bethlehem, that being the city of their tribe, and while 
here the Sayiour was bom. 

An extraordinary incident attended this wonderM 
eyent; on that night, while some shepherds kept their 
flocks on those very plains where Dayid formerly tended 
his sheep, and had tuned his harp to swell the high praises 
of his Redeemer, a choir of angels appeared to them de^ 
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daring the " tidings of great joy," that a Sayiour was bom 
in the city of Dayid, who was Christ the Lord. Then 
mentioning the place where he was to be found, and 
^ving them a sign by which he should be known, they 
joined in singing " Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men," and ascended again to 
the realms of glory. 

As soon as the celestial choir had departed, the shep- 
herds went in quest of the babe, and found him where the 
angels had said, cradled in a manger. And is this babe 
Immanuel, this the Messiah who is to save the world ? 
While the proud reject him for his mean appearance and 
deep humility, the contrite sinner replies, 

It is, it is, and I adore 

This stranger meek and lowly. 
As saints and seraphs bow before 

The throne of Gfod most holy. 
Faith through the veil of flesh can see 
The foce of thy divinity, 
My Lord, my God, my Saviour. — Montgombrt. 

When the shepherds had seen the child, they made known 
abroad to all the particiilars of the vision with which they 
had been favoured, and the triumphant song of the angels; 
^^and all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them." After this the shepherds returned 
home praising God for his condescension in revealing to 
them so great an event. 

As our Lord came to fulfil all righteousness, he was cir- 
cumcised on the eighth day, when he received the name 
of Jesus according to the word of the angel. After this 
the service of Mar/s purification being ended, he was 
presented in the temple, when either a pdr of turtle doves 
or two young pigeons was offered as a sacrifice, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the law. On this occasion 
two extraordinary incidents occurred, well calculated to 
confirm their faitji. In Jerusalem there was one Simeon, 
venerable on account of his great age, his prophetic spirit, 
his virtue, and his piety; this good man had lived long 
in the expectation of seeing the Messiah, for God had so 
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feronred bim as to give Hm an assmance that he should 
not die until he had seen the Lord's Christ. Guided hy 
the influence of ihe Spirit he enteredfinto the tem^^e, and 
without any preyious knowledge of Ihe child he took him 
up in his anns and blessed God for granting him a si^ht 
of his salvation, expressing his readiness now to quit tlus 
worlds and prophesying that the child should be a light to 
the Gentiles, and the giory of Israel. Anna also, a pro- 
phetess of the tribe of Aser, under the influence of the 
same spirit that indited the words of Simeon, ^^ spake of 
him to all ihem that looked for redemption in Jerusalem." 

But it was not to the Jews only that the birth of Ghiist 
was rerealed ; the Gentiles were to be partakers of his 
grace; hence notice was given of it to certain wise men of 
the East, where an (pinion had long prevailed that one 
was to be bom, who should be the universal monarch of 
the world. These came to Jerusalem inquiring where 
they might find the new-bom king of Ihe Jews, and declar- 
ing that they had seen " his star in the East," and were 
come ** to vforship him." What this star was which the 
magi saw, has been a matter of dispute, some of the 
ancients imagine that it was the Holy Spirit, others say 
that it was an angel; some suppose that it was a new stu: 
in the firmament, some a comet, and others that it was a 
luminous appearance in the air, while another concludes 
that it was ^the light that shone round the angels who 
appeared to the shepherds. Whatever it might be, the 
ihing signified by it, and the course the magi were to 
pursue, were it appears, explained to them by revelation. 

The report of this errand of the vrise men reached 
Herod, who then sat upon the throne, and he was 
greatly troubled thereby: it gare him such uneasiness, 
ihst he resolved to put the child to death. Concealing, 
howeyer, his designs, he called the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, and demanded of them 
where Christ should be bom. Being infi>rmed that 
prophecy spake of Bethlehem as the place, he sent for 
the vrise men, and learning of them what time the star 
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appeared, that he might be enabled to ascertain the age 
of the child, he sent them to Bethlehem, charging them^ 
ip^hen they had found the object of their search, to return 
and tell him, that he might go thither and worship him 
also. The magi, having received these instructions, 
departed by themselves, still under the guidance of the 
star, which went before them, till they came to Bethlehem* 
Here, to their great joy, it stood over the house in which 
Jesus was ; and they entered, and fell down before him 
with the utmost reverence, presenting imto him gifts of 
*'gold, and frankincense, and myrrh." But though 
Herod's designs were concealed from the eye of man, they 
were not so from the eye of Grod. He foresaw the tyrant's 
future cruelty, and he therefore warned the magi in a 
dream not to comply with his request, and they returned 
into their own country by another route. Joseph also 
was warned of Qod in a dream, to depart with the mother 
and the child into Egypt ; and they had no sooner done 
ao, than Herod, pretending i^at he was mocked by the 
wise men, to make sure that the infant should die, sent 
his soldiers to slay all the children in Bethlehem, of " two 
years old and under." Soon after this the tyrant died, 
and the angel again appeared to Joseph, and directed him 
to return home ; but discovering that his son reigned in 
his stead, he went and dwelt at Nazareth: this was so 
ordered, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophets, '' He shall be called a Nazarene." Here, ^' the 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: 
and the grace of €K>d was upon him." 

When our Saviour had arrived at the age of twelve 
years, he went up to the feast of the passover at Jerusa- 
lem, with his parents. And when they had fulfilled the 
days of sacrifice, they returned, while the child Jesus 
tarried behind, unknown to them. They had already 
proceeded onwards a day's journey ere they missed him; 
when they discovered his absence, they were alarmed, 
and in deep anxiety returned to seek him ; and on the 
third day of their search, they found him sitting in the 
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nddst of the learned doetors in the temple, hearing ibein 
and asking them questions with such a depth of wisdom, 
as astonished all who heard him. His mother, when she 
discorered him, chid him for the uneasiness he had giTen 
them. He replied in these mysterious words, " How is 
it that je sought me ? wist ye not that I must he about 
my Father's business ?" Nevertheless, he returned with 
them, and till he was thirty years of age was subject unto 
them, working with his reputed ^eitber at his occupation, 
which was that of a carpenter. 

This is all that the Holy Spirit has revealed to us conr- 
ceming the private life of our Lord. His Divine nature, 
during this period, seems to have been veiled, but it was 
now to be displayed. John, his forerunner, had com- 
menced his ministry, and was baptizing in Jordan, and to 
this place Jesus repaired to receive the sacred rite. And 
when he ascended out of the water, ^^ the heavens were 
opened unto him, and the Spirit of God descended like a 
dove and lighted upon him ; and lo, a voice from heaven, 
saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased T Thus was the Divinity of our Lord declared 
by an audible voice from heaven, and by the visible pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit surrounding his head in a glorious 
body of light, and with the tremulous motion of a dove; 
and thus was he consecrated to his ministerial office, '' by 
baptism and the Holy Ghost, as the Jewish priests were 
by washing and anointing." 

Jesus was now entered on the great work of effecting 
man's redemption, and he was first called upon to endure 
a conflict with the great enemy of God and man. On his 
return from Jordan, " he was led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil." Li this soli- 
tary place he was miraculously supported, like Moses the 
lawgiver, and Elias the restorer of that law, without food 
for forty days. At the end of that time, his human nature 
felled 1dm, he was very hungry. This was the time when 
the tempter commenced his attack : he urged him, if he 
was the Son of God, to prove himself such, by changing the 
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Stones that lay around bim into bread, for the supply of 
his wants; but here his artifice failed. Though Jesus 
could have provided himself with food in this way, he 
neyertheless submitted to the ordinary course of Provi- 
dence, that his obedience might in no case be wanting. 
The devil, finding that he could not tempt him to distrust 
Providence, next endeavoured to persuade him into an 
act of presumption. To this end, he took him into the 
Holy City, and setting him on the battlements of the 
temple, dhrected him to cast himself down, quoting a 
passage in the Psalms, which he inferred, left no room for 
a doubt of his safety in so doing. But Jesus again foiled 
the tempter, by quoting another passage, which declares, 
"Thou Shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." Prom the 
temple, Jesus was conveyed to the top of a high mountain, 
where Satan again attacked him by the most dangerous 
temptation he could devise, that of ambition. He showed 
him all the kingdoms of the wprld and the glory of them, 
(probably, as some have supposed, by vision,) at the same 
tune assuring him, he would give all to him, if he would 
Ml down and worship him. Moved with indignation at 
so blasphemous and horrid a suggestion, Jesus answered, 
"Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. 
Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto him." 

And to their Lord, now nmsing in his thought, 

A heavenly volley of light angels flew. 
And from his Father, him a banquet brought 

Through the fine element : for well they knew. 

After his Lenten fast he hungry grew ; 
And as he fed, the holy quires combine 
To sing a hymn of the celestial Trine, 
All thought to pass, and each, was past all thought divine. 

The birds* sweet notes to sonnet out their joys, 

Attempered to the lays angelical ; 
And to the birds, the winds attune their noise, 

And to the winds the waters hoarsely caU, 

And echo back again revoiced all, 
That the whole valley rung with victory. — Gilbs Flktchbr. 
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Thus was <mr Lord tempted in all points, yet without 
sin, that he might beeome a faithful and merciful High 
Priest, who can succour his people, when they, like Ikim^ 
are tempted : and that we might be encouraged by his 
example to resist the devil, taking for our defence the 
same weapon he did, ^* the sword of the Spirit, which is 
ike word of Qod " Aflter this trial was ended, Jesm 
commenced his public labours by collecting a few disciple^ 
the first of whom were Peter, Andrew, and John the 
Evangelist, and in a short time the number was increased 
to twelre. But Ihey were all taken from the lowestjooca- 
pations, most of them being fishermen ; God seeing fit to 
pass by the rich, the power^ and the learned, ^lat his 
work might not appear to be of human skill, but of his 
own immediate operation. With this slender retinue of 
followers did Jesus cany on his public ministi».tion ; but 
though his appearance was lowly, the wonders that he 
wrought, proclaimed him more than mortal. Many were 
the miracles he wrought in confirmation of his mission : 
the first of these was at Caoa in Galilee, where at a 
marriage feast he turned water into wine; not to en- 
courage idle rerelry and licentiousness, — that, so holy and 
so pure a Being could never do, — ^but to sancdfy a holy 
institution* 

From Can% Jesus went with his disciples to Capernaum, 
and thence to the passover at Jerusalem, when he drovre 
the buyers and sellers out of the temple, and poured out 
the changers' money, and overturned their tables. This 
was a great action^ and it is remarkable, that the persons 
in fault offered no resistance, but fled from his presence, 
leaving their merchandise behind them. It was probably 
conscious guilt that restrained them, or it may be the 
wonderfrd things that Jesus wrought, made them afraid to 
resist his power. 

During the whole of this passover, our Saviour wrought 
many miracles, probably to engage the attention of the 
people ; nor did they fail to do so. On the minds of 
many, they made a strong impression, and they believed 
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ia him as the Messiah; but the rulers and Pharisees 
were not of this number ; they, generally speaking, were 
offended at him, and could not belieye that any good thing 
could come out of Nazareth. There was, however, one 
happy exception; Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhe* 
drixn, was of too upright a mind to condemn either the 
person or doctrine of Jesus, without inquiry into the 
matter, and for this purpose, unwilling yet to expose him- 
self to the resentment of his brethren, he came to Jesus 
by night. Our Saviour, though he perceived his weak- 
ness, gave him a cordial reception, and immediately began 
a conversation, the grand theme of which was the regene- 
ration of man, a subject in which it was of the utmost im- 
portance he should be informed ; and so convincing were his 
arguments, that Nicodemus was converted, and &om that 
time he became his disciple. He had, indeed, the singular 
boldness to stand up afterwards for his defence in the 
council, and with Joseph of Arimathea he paid him the 
honours of a funeral, when all his bosom friends ^^ forsodc 
him and fled." 

Some time after this conference with Nicodemus, our 
Saviour and his disciples went into that part of Judea 
remote from Jerusalem, where they baptized. After this, 
he proceeded to Galilee; and on his way thither, being 
fisitigued, he sat down by the side of a well, near Sychar, 
a city of Samaria, while his disciples went into the city 
to purchase food. As he rested there, a woman of 
Samaria came thither with a pitcher to draw water, and 
Jesus solicited some to quench his thirst. There being at 
that time great enmity between the Jews and ihe Sama- 
ritans, his request naturally surprised the woman. This 
she freely expressed, and in doing so, gave our Lord an 
occasion of showing the greatness of his condescension 
and benevolence. " If thou knewest,* he replied, " the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee. Give me to 
drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water," Thus, under the image 
of living or springing water, by the side of which he was 
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mtting, be beautifiillj described tbe efficacy of tbe sancti- 
fying grace of tbe Holy Spirit, of wbicb wbosoerer drinketh 
Bball neyer tbirst. Tbe woman expressed ber desire of 
partakiiig of tbe streams be named, but it was not &oin a 
heartfelt conviction of its importance. Sbe was, indeed, 
still ignorant of tbe meaning of our Savioni^s words. This 
he knew ; and, to conyince ber of bis omniscience, he 
commanded ber to fetch ber husband; and when she 
replied that sbe bad no husband, be told her that she had 
said truly, for tbat she had bad fiye husbands, but that he 
with whom sbe was now liying was not ber husband. 
Tbe woman, hearing such a particular account of herself, 
from tbe lips of a stranger, was astonished, and came at 
once to tbe conclusion, that he was a prophet ; and she, 
therefore, with much deference, put a question to him on 
a subject long agitated between tiie Jews and Samaritans : 
whether men ought to worship at Jerusalem or at Mount 
Qenmm. Tbe preference was given to Jerusalem; but he 
told ber tbat the time was fast approaching, when the 
ceremonial observances, both at Jerusalem and Gerizim, 
must cease ; and when men should worship God, who is 
a spirit, and requires tbe worship of tbe heart, by a purer 
service ; " in spirit and in truth." This led to a conversa- 
tion on the Messiah, in which tbe woman acknowledged 
that be was to arise among tbe Jews, but expressed ber 
belief tbat at bis coming, be would instruct, not only the 
Jew, but tbe Samaritan in all things. Upon hearing ber 
express such correct notions of himself, our Saviour, as 
though be would intimate bis willingness to do as sbe bad 
said, immediately replied, '^ I tbat speak unto thee am 
he." 

Thus far bad Jesus proceeded in bis conversation when 
his disciples returned ; who, when they saw how be was 
engaged, wondered at bis condescension in talking with 
and instructing a woman of Samaria. They, however, 
maintained their silence on tbe subject, and proceeded to 
set before their master tbe provision they bad brought, 
but he heeded it not, and, when reminded of it, he 
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replied, "I have meat to eat that ye know not of." 
Meaning the satisfaction he was about to receive, in the 
conversion of the Samaritans. For it was not only this 
woman of that nation that was to receive instruction &om 
his lips. Invited by Aer, numbers came out to see him; 
and, at their earnest invitation, he abode with them two 
days, during which time many were converted. This we 
learn from the declaration made by them to the woman, 
" Now we believe, not because of thy saying; for we have 
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world." 

After Jesus had finished his work in that city, he pro- 
ceeded to Ckdilee. Here, at the city of Nazareth, the 
place where he was educated, he was held in contempt, 
as the son of Joseph the carpenter ; and when, on the 
Sabbath day, as he was teaching in the synagogue, he 
faithfully reproved them for their wilful blindness; regard- 
less of the sanctity of the day, they gathered round him, 
simultaneously forced him out of the city, and dragged 
him to the brow of the hill, whereon their dty was bmlt, 
intending to cast him down headlong; but he miracu- 
lously "passed through the midst of them, and went 
his way." 

But he was not thus treated by the rest of the Galileans* 
They, it is said, received him gladly, and he took up his 
abode at Capernaum, a town situated northward from 
Nazareth, on the borders of Zabulon and Naphtali. In 
so doing, he fulfilled a prophecy of Isaiah, which says, 
" The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephtalim, by 
the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of ^e Gentiles; 
The people which sat in darkness saw great light ; and to 
them which sat in the region and shadow of death light 
is sprung up." Thus the countries round the lake, but 
especially Galilee, became the scene of our Saviour's public 
life, and Capernaum his ordinary residence; to which 
latter place he first directed his attention. Here he 
preached the kingdom of God which was now commenced, 
(the office of John having expired,) and his word was 
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attended with such energy and power as astonished all 
who heard him. 

Some time after his aniyal at Capernaum, intending to 
make a larger drcait than ordinary, he collected all his 
disciples, who till now had only occasionally attended liim, 
that they might accompany him in his jonmey. The 
eTangeH8ts,howeTer,haTe notin£ormed ushowlonghe spent 
in thuB tonr ; nor hare they given a minute acconnt of his 
transactions. They merely state that he went about all 
Galilee, (that is, Upper and Lower Galilee,) teaching in 
their synagogues erery where, and preaching the doctrine 
of the Idi^om ; that he wrought miracles on persons 
afflicted with all Idnds of diseases, the report of which 
drew numbers from Galilee, and from Jerusalem, and from 
Judea, and from beyond Jordan; adding that his &me 
spread throughout all Syria. 

On the multitude who followed him, our Sayiour looked 
with compassion. Pitying their ignorance, he seemed to 
be anxious to gire them particular instruction. For this 
purpose he went up into a mountain, and sitting down on 
an eminence, he inculcated many important points of reli- 
gion, contrary to the general opinions then held, and which, 
but for his preyious miracles, would probably hare been but 
ill receiyed. Coupled with these, howeyer, they had the 
most pleasing effects : ^ The people were astonished at his 
doctrine." This discourse is handed down to us^ and is 
known by the appellation of ^The Sermon on the Mount.* 

Immediately after deliyering this sermon, he performed 
ihe cure of a leper. This man, prostrating himself before 
him, conscious of his ability to heal, implored his aid : 
"Sir," said he, ^^if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
And Jesus stretched out his hand, and touched him, saying, 
I will ; be thou clean." After which he bade him go and 
show himself to the priest, and make the oblation pre- 
scribed by Moses, for notifying the cure to the people ; a 
matter .of the utmost consequence to the man, since he 
was excluded from all communication with society, till 
ihe priest had giyen his testimony that he was pure. 
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Otir Saviour now again proceeded to Capernaum, when, 
as lie was entering the town, a Roman centurion met him, 
entreating his sdd, on behalf of a senrant, who was afflicted 
with palsy. Jesus signified his intention of coming to 
heal him, hut the centurion, not thinking himself worthy 
of the honour, requested him, in language of the deepest 
humility and faith, to speak the word, and his servant 
"would be healed. He did as he requested, and expressing 
his surprise at the Gentile's faith, he took the occasion to 
declare the merci^ purpose of God toward the Gentile 
as weU as the Jew. 

On the Sabbath following, Jesus taught in the syna- 
gogue. Here he performed a miracle of healing, on one 
of the congregation, who was possessed of an eyU spirit ; 
and going from thence to Simon's house, by a touch of his 
hand, he cured that disciple's mother of a fever under 
which she was labouring. The fame of these miracles 
soon spread through the town, and after the day of rest 
was ended, which, according to the Jewish form, was at 
sun setting, they brought the sick in great numbers, fully 
persuaded that he would heal them. Nor were they dis- 
appointed : he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them. 

The crowds which his fame had brought together in 
Capernaum were so great that they began to be trouble- 
some. Jesus, therefore, rising early in the morning, 
retired to a solitary place, for the purposes of prayer and 
meditation. The inhabitants, however, unwilling to 
be deprived of his presence, followed him, and entreated 
him that he would not leave them. To this he replied 
that he must, for the fulfilment of his mission, preach the 
gospel to other cities also ; and, ccmformably to this decla- 
ration, he visited the next towns, taught in their syna- 
gogues, and healed the afflicted. 

The sermons which Jesus had preached in this tour, 
seem to have made a deep impression upon the people, 
for they either accompanied him to Capernaum, or went 
ihither soon afifcer his return, in great numbers ; which 
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disposition he encouraged. He went out to the lake, and 
taught them, standing upon the shore : and when, the 
crowd became too numerous, that he could not continue 
his discourse, he went into Simon's boat, and prea/diad to 
them from thence. The subject of this discourse is not 
mentioned. The eyangelist seems only to introduce the 
transaction because it was connected with a miracle ; this 
was the miraculous draught of fishes, which was caught 
at his command, after his disciples had toiled all night, 
and had taken nothing ; and which was intended to show 
his disciples, and Peter in particular, the success of their 
future preaching, when little success was to be expected. 
A short time after this erent, the sea of Tiberias became 
the scene of another of our Lord's miracles. Finding him- 
self incommoded by the numbers that followed him, he 
directed his disciples to steer to the other side of the 
lake. As they sailed along, Jesus fell asleep, and soon 
after a storm arose, which threatened their destruction. 
The disciples exerted their utmost skill, in managing the 
yessel, but it seemed all to no purpose ; they gare them- 
selves up for lost. But when on the brink of perishing, 
they ran to Jesus, crying out, '' Master, Master, we perish." 
Their cries awoke him, and 

Awful he rose, 
Rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Peace, be thou still ; and straight there was a calm. — GRAHABf. 

This display of power over the elements, was succeeded 
by a miracle which displayed the extent of his empire 
over the powers of darkness. When he and his disciples 
had landed, there came from the tombs, (which were caves 
dug out of rocks or mountains) two men possessed with 
devils, exceedingly fierce. His disciples were alarmed at 
their appearance, but Jesus dispelled their fears, for, while 
yet at a distance, he commanded them to come out of them* 
At his word the men fell down before him, and the 
demons, after requesting that they might enterinto a herd of 
swine, came forth ; and the herd of swine immediately 
ran down a steep place into the lake, and perished in the 
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waters. This might have been permitted to make trial of 
the disposition of the Gadarenes, to see whether thej would 
be more affected with the loss of their swine, than with the 
recoTery of the men, and the doctrine he taught ; and, if 
so, it was soon discovered. They were so alarmed at the 
incident, that they requested him to leave their country ; 
and he again embarked, and returned to the other side of 
the lake, where he remained a few days, instructing a 
multitude there waiting to receive him ; after which, he 
entered into his own city of Capernaum. 

No sooner was it known that he had arrived there, than 
a multitude gathered round Peter^s house, the ordinary 
place of his residence, to hear his words. Among the rest 
were some Pharisees and teachers of the law, who, on the 
report of his miracles, had come from all quarters to wit- 
ness them, and judge of his pretensions. Determined to 
leave them without excuse, he embraced an opportunity 
which now offered itself to exert his power on behalf of 
one, afflicted with palsy. This man being let down from 
the roof, on account of the multitude without, Jesus, 
seeing the faith of those who were engaged in the trans- 
action, declared aloud that the sins of the paralytic were 
forgiven. The Pharisees in their hearts accused him of 
blasphemy; but Jesus replied to their thoughts in lan- 
guage which discovered that he assumed not too high a 
character: "What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is 
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say, Rise 
up and walk ? But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power upon earth to for^ve sins, (he said unto 
the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee. Arise, and take up 
thy couch, and go unto thine house." The cure was 
effected, and the Pharisees were obliged to pronounce it 
a wonderful event ; thus glorifying God by im willingly 
confirming the mission of his Son; the multitude bore 
their willing testimony in strains of admiration, and the 
restored sang praises to God. 

The next remarkable incident in our Saviour's history 
was the call of Levi or Matthew. This man was a pu^ 
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can, or tax-gatherer, and was sitting at ike office appointed 
for the receipt of customs, when he reoeired the command, 
^' Follow me," and he immediately forsook his lucrative 
employment to hecome Air follower who had not Trhere to 
lay his head. It was probably about this time that our 
Lord performed the celebrated miracle at the pool of 
Bethesda; this was on a poor impotent man who had 
long lain there without any one to assist him into the 
pool,' when the water, troubled by an angel, possessed heal- 
ing virtues. Jesus saw him in this pitiable state, and 
knowing that he had been loi^ ill, inquired whether he 
would be healed ? and upon his replying that he had no 
one to lend him a friendly hand in time to receive a cure^ 
he bade him take up his couch and walk, and he -was im- 
mediately healed. This was on the Sabbath-day, and on the 
same day our Saviour passed through the com fields near 
Jerusalem with his disciples. In this walk he was fol- 
lowed by a crowd, among whom were some Pharisee^ ; these 
men on perceiving his disciples pluck some ears of com, 
complained to him that they had broken the Sabbath; our 
Lord, however, repeUed the accusation by reminding them 
of what David did, who, though a prophet as well as king, 
in a case of necessity, took the sacred bread contrary to 
the law, and by further reminding them of the priests who 
killed the sacrifices on the Sabbath-day. He desired them 
also to consider that passage in Moses wherein God de- 
clares that he has greater pleasure in mercy than sacrifice, 
and explained the end of the Sabbath, as instituted, not fox 
the detriment, but for the benefit of the human race. But 
though our Saviour had thus repelled this accusation of 
the Pharisees, they still sought to defame his reputation 
with the people by charging him with committing unlaw- 
£al acts on the Sabbath-day. Thus on the next Sabbath- 
day, when in the temple they saw his intention of healing 
a man with a withered hand, they asked him publicly^ 
whether it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath-day? 
That he might expose their malice and superstition, he 
appealed to the dictates of their own minds whether it 
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was lawful to do good or evil on the Sabbath-day, to saviB 
life or to destroy ? and receiving no reply, he said to the 
man : ^' Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched it out : 
and his hand was restored whole as the other.'' This, 
however, could neither conquer the malice or the unbelief 
of the Pharisees, for they instantly went forth and took 
counsel with the Herodians to put him to death, but as 
his time was not yet come, and as it was no part of his 
mission to resist their power, he withdrew to the sea, 
whither he was followed by numbers from all parts of 
Judea, from Idumea, Phoenicia, and Syria. 

The calumnies with which the Pharisees persecuted our 
Saviour, though of the most malicious nature, betrayed 
him not into anger nor made him desist jErom his labours 
of love ; on the contrary, he seemed the more ardent to 
promote the interest and salvation of man, for he imme- 
diately left Capernaum and ^ went about all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness 
and every disease among the people." 

. On his return home he was again attended by great 
multitudes anxious to receive instruction ; so great indeed 
were their numbers, so neglected were they by their 
teachers, and so ardently did they long for the word of life, 
that Jesus was moved with compassion towards them. 
Accordingly he directed his disciples to pray to "the 
Lord of the harvest," that he would " send forth labourers 
into his harvest." He spent the night in prayer, 
and early in the morning he called his disciples toge- 
ther, and chose twelve whom he named aposlles, that 
is, "persons sent out," that they might be with him, 
and that he might send them forth to preach, endowed 
with power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils; 
and after he had carefully instructed them in the duties of 
their mission, they went forth as fellow-workers with him. 

The day after our Saviour had given them instructions 
he travelled wilh them, and many of his dijsciples, as far as 
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the entrance of the city of Nain, a town situated a mile or 
two south of Tabor. At this place he met a funeral pro- 
cession ; it was the corpse of the only son of a widow, now 
left disconsolate. FiUl of compassion for the afflicted 
one, Jesus affectionately addressed her, bidding her refirain 
from weeping, and at the same time he touched the 
bier and bEide the youth arise; the mandate was obeyed. 
This was a noble confirmation of our Lord's mission, and 
such the inhabitants of Nain considered it. ^^ There came 
a fear on all : and they glorified God, saying. That a great 
prophet is risen up among us ; and, That God hath visited 
his people." 

The call of Matthew has been noticed before; we have 
now to observe that soon after, he made a splendid enter- 
tainment for his Master, to which he invited as manj of 
his own class as he could, hoping no doubt that 
they might be led by our Saviour's discourses to repent 
At this the Pharisees were offended, and they censured 
his conduct by asking his disciples. Why it was their 
master ate with publicans and sinners? Their discourse 
was not directed to Jesus, but he meekly replied, by 
reminding them that the sick only, need a physician, inti- 
mating that since the Pharisees thought themselves 
righteous, they needed not his company, whereas the pub- 
licans who were sinners had the greatest need of it; and he 
further, declared that he came expressly to call sinners to 
repentance. 

Some of the followers of John the Baptist now came 
to him, inquiring why his disciples neglected to fast? 
a duty which both they and the Pharisees performed. He 
replied, " Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as 
long as the bridegroom is with them?" meaning that all 
fitting should cease in the days of the Messiah, when 
there should be only good days, and days of gladness, a 
truth which the Pharisees themselves admitted. 

At this entertainment also, while Jesus was reasoning 
in defence of his disciples, Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, 
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in the utmost distress, came and fell down before him, 
entreating him to come and cure his daughter who was at 
the point of death. He had no sooner made the applica- 
tion, than Jesus arose from table and went with him. As 
he was going, attended by a vast concourse eager to be- 
hold the miracle, a woman who had been afflicted with a 
flux twelve years, and who had sought a cure in vain, 
came behind him and laid hold of the hem of his garment 
in faith, and was healed. Jesus, sensible of some divine 
emanation, turned round and asked who touched him? 
All looked with indifference upon the question save one, 
and that was the poor woman, and she, fearing her 
presumption had carried her too far, came trembling, 
and at his feet declared what had happened to her; but he 
bade her not fear, telling her that her cure was the effect 
of her faith, and she was dismissed in peace. In the 
mean time a messenger came and acquainted the ruler that 
his daughter was no more; this was doubtless afflicting 
news to the parent, but Jesus bade him take comfort, 
assuring him his daughter would be made whole. When 
he came to the house he suffered no one to go in with 
him, save Peter, and James, and John, and with these he 
repaired to an upper-room where the damsel was. Here 
he found a number of people lamenting, as is the custom 
of the Jews, with music in the ante-chamber; these he 
commanded to depart, and with the father and mother, 
and his disciples as spectators only, he took the damsel by 
the hand and bade her arise, and she instantly arose as from 
sleep, the fame thereof going abroad into all the land. 

Immediately after Jesus had left the ruler's house^ he 
gave sight to two blind men who had been induced to 
seek relief at his hands from the reports they had heard 
of his miracles, and when he returned home he restored a 
dumb demoniac to the use of his speech. This latter 
miracle exposed him to the malice of the Pharisees, who 
charged him with casting out devils by means of the 
prince of the devils, whom they named Beelzebub, the 
most odious name they could find for that wicked spirit, 
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being the name of the god of Ekion, whom the Jevn 
held in uniyeTsal detestaticm. 

About this time, after reproring the Kiarisees, Jesus 
denounced the most awful judgments against Chorazin, 
Bethsaida and Capernaum, cities which had been so often 
blessed with his presence, and the inhabitants of Mrbich 
had so often witnessed his wonderful deeds and heard hk 
words, and yet were so obstinate as to continue in their 
sins. Few indeed, though they were astonished at ^vrhat 
they saw and heard, embraced his doctrine, and those that 
did, were of the common people. But this was ordained 
of God; had the rulers and the scribes been converted 
to the Gospel, and sent forth to preach the word, the 
Gentiles might have looked upon it in a political light. 
Our Lord, therefore, made the rejection of it by those men 
a matter of discourse at this time publicly. ^' I thank thee," 
said he, ^'O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes." When he had finished his 
discourse he was invited to the house of a Pharisee, whose 
name was Simon; here a woman of an abandoned cha- 
racter came, and placing herself at his feet, washed them 
with tears, wiped them with the hair of her head, and 
poured upon him an alabaster box of ointment, which 
filled the house with its odour. This act excited the 
attention of the guests, and Simon thought within himself 
that Jesus could not be a prophet, otherwise he would not 
suffer such a woman to approach him. But Jesus proved 
that he was more than a prophet, by replying to his 
thoughts ; he apologized for the woman, by a parable of 
two debtors, to whom a greater and a lesser debt were 
respectively forgiven, from which Simon concluded that 
each would love his creditor in proportion to his mercy 
in cancelling his debts. In this parable he gave the 
reason of the woman's extraordinary love and grief^ and 
for his not rejecting her. Then applying it, he reproached 
his host, by distinguishing between his and the woman's 
entertainment, and concluded by forgiving her sins. 
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About this time our Sayiour healed a demoniac both 
bHnd and dumb. This extraordinarj miracle, in which 
the noblest sense as well as the most useful facultj of the 
body was restored together, so astonished the multitude, 
that they acknowledged him the son of David, that is, the 
Messiah. The Pharisees, howeyer, who had come down 
&om Jerusalem, again maliciously affirmed that he per- 
formed it by the assistance of Beelzebub. In reply to this 
«Tir Lord adranced two arguments in defence of his 
miracles; the one was derired from a proverb that a 
divided family or kingdom was soon destroyed, and the 
other was taken from the conduct of their own children 
who professed to cast out devils. After having vindicated 
his character and his miracles, he proceeded to show the 
extent of (keir guilt, who, contrary to conviction, ascribe 
those miracles to Satan which were wrought only by the 
Holy Spirit. This was followed by a debate with the 
scribes and Pharisees on the subject of a sign from heaven, 
which they requested him to give in proof of his Messiah- 
ship, and in which he replied, that they had no reason to 
expect any other than that of the prophet Jonas; for as 
the preservation of Jonas in the belly of the fish for three 
days, was a sign to the Ninevites of his mission; in like 
manner, Christ's resurrection from the dead, after having 
been left in the grave three days and three nights, should 
clearly demonstrate that he came from God. While thus 
debating, his mother and his brethren came to seek himy 
on which he stretched forth his hand tO' his disciples and 
said, '*' Behold my mother and my brethren. For whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother.** Meaning that he 
estimated obedience to God so highly, that he preferred 
the relation and union which it begat to him, to the 
Strongest natural ties; a high commendation, and not re- 
flection (as some may suppose) upon his mother, for she, 
without doubt, was one of that happy number. 

The calumnies of the Pharisees it appears foiled r 
intended effect, for his hearers became so mimer 
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he was compelled to leare the house and go to the sea- 
shore to teach them, and hecause many were coming and 
going, he deemed it prudent to enter into a yessel. From 
thence at this time he taught in parables, concerning the 
mysteries of the kingdom of Gpd ; thus fulfilling the pro- 
phecy of the Psalmist, that he should open his mouth in 
parables. These parables were that of the lighted lamp, 
of the tares, of the seed that sprung up imperceptibly, of 
the leayen, the hidden treasure, the pearl of great price, 
the net which gathered of every kind, and the householder 
which brought forth things, new and old. 

After our Lord had taken care to furnish the minds 
of his apostles with eyery useful instruction, after having 
twice heard the sermon on the mount, and having received 
the most explicit directions respecting their conduct in the 
ministry, and after they had, by his parables, been taught 
a variety of particulars concerning the kingdom of God, 
they were sent forth by pairs (not singly, lest they should 
fidnt) to preach the Gospel. In this we perceive, as indeed 
we may in all his actions, the wisdom of a God, blended with 
the meekness of the lowliest of the sons of men. The 
preaching of the twelve apostles and the miracles wrought 
by them raised the expectation of the people more than 
ever. The inhabitants of Galilee regarded him as superior 
to all the prophets, since he could not only work miracles 
himself, but impart the power to others. The fame of his 
power now reached the court of Herod Antipas, tetrarch 
of Galilee, and gave rise to many speculations, among 
which, the most remarkable was that of Herod, who con- 
cluded that it was John the Baptist (whom he a short 
time before had put to death) risen from the grave. 

It was about the time the apostles returned from their 
mission to give an account to their Master of their labours, 
that the disciples of the Baptist brought an account of his 
death. At this the apostles were thrown into the greatest 
consternation, and, whatever might be the motive of our 
Lord, he thought proper in his infinite wisdom to retire to 
Beihsaida, a town on the other side of the sea of Tiberiaa 
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Tinder the goyemment of Philip. Landing in the desert near 
this town he found a number already collected in expecta- 
tion of hearing his word ; nor were they disappointed, — ^he 
instructed them in the truth and removed their diseases. 
At this time also he wrought a miracle for the whole mul- 
titude ; being in want of provisions, he caused them to sit 
down upon the grass in companies, and supplied their 
wants with five barley loaves and two small fishes, after 
which twelve baskets-Aill remained; the number thus fed 
was five thousand, besides women and children. This 
was one of the most astonishing as well as one of the most 
convincing miracles our Lord performed, during the whole 
course of his ministry, The people who partook of this 
repast was naturally astonished, and in the height of their 
transport they proposed to take Jesus by force and make 
him a. king, or in other words, constrain him at once 
openly to avow that he was the Messiah. But he, knowing 
their puipose and the inclination of his disciples to encou- 
rage them in that puipose, ordered the latter to sail for 
Bethsaida while he dismissed the multitude, after which 
he retired to a mountain and spent the evening in con- 
templation and prayer. 

The disciples had been directed to sail for Bethsaida, 
but meeting with a contrary wind they were so tossed by 
the waves, that they could not proceed thither. In this 
state, in the beginning of the night, Jesus saw them from 
the moimtain, toiling and rowing, and that he might teach 
them to rely in the greatest extremities on the good provi- 
dence of God, he went to save them, walking on the sea. 
The disciples perceiving his approach, and imagining that 
they saw a spirit, cried out with alarm. 

But when the voice of Jesus with the stonn 
Soft mingled : " It is I, be not afraid ;" 
Fear fled, and joy, lightened from eye to eye. 
, Up he ascends, and from the rolling side 
Surveys the tumult of the storm and sky 
With transient look serene ; the tempest awed 
Sinks to a sudden calm ; the clouds disperse, ^ 

The moon-beam trembles on the face divine 
Reflected mildly on the unruffled deep. — Gr^h 
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No sooner liad he hnslied the storm than the disciples 
found themselyes safe at land, as Saint John relates, 
at Capemamn. On many occasions preyious to this, 
Jesus had given equal, if not surpassing eyidences of his 
power, but his disciples did not till now make open profes- 
sions of his dignity; now, however, they confessed that he 
was " the Christ, the son of Crod." 

Jesus had now been absent from Capernaum for some 
time, the people were glad therefore to see him return; 
they immediately sent messengers to all their friends in 
the country round about, who were sick, desiring them to 
come and be healed, and they were brought in such num- 
bers that he could not pay attention to each indiridual 
case. They and their friends therefwrey besought him that 
he would permit them to touch, if it were but the ex- 
tremity of his garment, expressing themselyes confident 
of a cure thereby; nor were they disappointed, — ^he per- 
mitted them, and as many as touched him were made 
perfectly whole. Shortly after this, the multitude whom 
he had fed in the wilderness came thither in search of 
Jesus ; but to those who had sought him because of that 
miracle, he discoursed in a sermon which reproved the 
fleshly hearers of his word, and in which he declared him- 
self to be the word of Hfe to believers. This doctrine was 
so opposite to the disposition of those who heard, that 
many even of his professed disciples abandoned his cause. 
The evangelist Mark relates immediately after this, that 
he performed a multitude of cures in other towns and 
villages; this was probably in his journey to the passover, 
which Saint John says was nigh when the miracle of 
the loaves was performed. 

After he had returned from the passover into Galilee, 
emissaries from the scribes and Pharisees at Jerusalem 
attacked him for permitting his disciples to eat with un- 
washen hands, eontrary to the "^ tradition of the elders." 
Instead of entering into a defence of the conduct of his 
disciples, our Lord censured the practice of the Pharisees, 
charging them with makisg void the commandments of 
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€rod by their traditioiis, and having prored thereby the 
vanity of their worship, he directed his attention to the 
multitude, whom he taught that meat defileth not the 
man. This he afterwards explained to his disciples by 
telling them that the evils which proceed from the heart 
alone defile the mind ; exhibiting thereby the true nature 
of human actions, and loading with infamy those teachers 
of religion who instruct in frivolous superstiticms, while 
they neglect or oppose the commandments of God. 

Though our Saviour sought not the fevour of the Pha- 
risees nor feared their resentment, yet, as their plots were 
levelled at his reputation and his life, and as his hour of 
suffering was not yet ccMne, he thought proper to retire 
into Phoenicia, there to dwell for a time in a state of 
obscurity. His fame however had gone before him, and 
he soon met with those who knew him. One of the inha- 
bitants of that country indulging the hope that he would 
display his mercy on behalf of her daughter, who was 
under the influence of an evil spirit, implored his aid: 
he replied, " It is not meet to take the children's bread, 
and to cast it to dogs," thus marking the difference which 
still existed between the Jew and the Grentile. The 
woman nevertheless, convinced of his exalted character 
and mercy, continued her supplication, and said, ^ Truth, 
Lard: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their masters' table." Jesus then, commending her faith, 
acceded to her request, and her daughter was cured. This 
miracle may be supposed to indicate that there was mercy 
in store for the Gentile. 

At length Jesus departed from the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon, and returned to the sea of Galilee through the 
regions of Decapolis, on the east of Jordan. Here they 
brought unto him one that was deaf and had an impedi- 
ment in his speech, for whom his friends interceded, and 
Jesus taking him aside put his fingers into his ears, and 
touched his tongue, and that the man, who could not be 
instructed but by sight, might consider from whence all 
benefits proceeded, '^and looking up to heaven, he 
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sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is. Be 

opened." 

And the last accents of the healing sentenee 

Rang in the ear which never heard before. — Qslamam^ 

The a£Elicted spake and heard, and grateful for his recoT-erj, 
he and his friends, notwithstanding the charge Jesus had 
giyen them to the contraiy, published everywhere that he 
had done all things well. 

Having tarried a considerable time in Decapolis, the 
fame of his being in that country brought multitudes from 
all parts, and to avoid the crowds, he again retired into soli- 
tude. The place of his retreat was a desert mountain, by the 
sea-side of Cralilee ; but he was again followed. The sick, the 
lame, the dumb, and the maimed, were brought to him from 
all quarters, and he healed them, insomuch that the Jew and 
the Gentile both marvelled, and glorified the God of 
Israel. This multitude continued with Jesus three days : 
at the end of which time, as on a former occasion, their 
provisions were spent, and lest they might faint on the 
road, a miracle was again wrought for their sustenance ; 
with seven loaves and a few fishes, four thousand, beside 
women and children, were fed, and seven baskets were 
filled with the fragments. At this repast, the people 
were ordered to sit upon the ground, hence it has been 
supposed that it was summer, the grass in Judea decay- 
ing very early by reason of the heat of the climate. 
After the repast, Jesus took a boat, and passed over to the 
coasts of Magdala. 

While in this country, the Pharisees having heard of 
the second miraculous dinner, and fearing that the common 
people would own him as Messiah, resolved to confute his 
pretensions publicly. To this end they joined with their 
rivals, the Sadducees, who readily united in persecuting 
him, and they came and demanded a sign from heaven ; 
expecting that the prophecy of Daniel, wherein he speaks 
of the first public appearance of the Messiah, as coming 
in the clouds of heaven, would be fulfilled in a literal 
sense. These men crsrftily feigned a determination to 
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believe, if he would give them sufficient evidence of his 
mission. As however proofs sufficient had been given of 
his Divinity in his miracles, he complied not with their 
request, but having reproached them with possessing a 
better knowledge of approaching*rain or sunshine, than of 
his advent, he repeated the sign of the prophet Jonas, and 
departed. 

He now again crossed the lake and came to Bethsaida, 
where he cured a blind man. From thence he went 
north into the territory of Csesarea Philippi ; where, after 
he had prayed with his disciples, he inquired of them 
the general opinion men entertained of his character; and 
when they had told him that some said that he was John 
the Baptist, some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of 
the prophets, he inquired their own individual opinion. 
'' And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." This title he accepted, 
but charged them that they should keep it a secret, as he 
was speedily to suffer death as an impostor, and to rise 
again on the third day. Peter hearing these mournful 
tidings, so contrary to his hopes and expectations, having 
hitherto learned only the doctrine of Christ's coming, 
rebuked him with mistaken zeal for the assertion. This 
led to a discourse, in which Jesus prepared them also to 
suffer for his sake, and spake of his coming in judgment, 
and which he concluded with a prophecy, that some were 
standing in his presence, who should not die, till they had 
seen "the Son of Man coming in his kingdom ;" or, in other 
words, till they beheld a visible representation of the 
glory with which he should appear at the last day, and 
his power exercised on the men of that age. This 
they did, when they witnessed his transfiguration, resur- 
rection, and ascension; when they had the miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit conferred upon them ; and when they 
saw Jerusalem, with the Jewish state, destroyed, and the 
Grospel spread through the greatest part of the then known 
world. 

About eight days after our Lord had ^ 
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the title of tbe Messiah, he todk Peter, and James, and 
John, and went up into a high moimtBin ; where, T^hile 
he was praying, he ^' was transfigured before them : and 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was ivhite 
as the light" Thns did his Divinity burst forth through 
the veil of his human nature on earth, and, to heighten 
the grandeur of the scene, Moses and Elias appeared in 
all the beauty of immortality, to converse with him. The 
disciples were asleep when the scene first commenced, 
and when they awoke, they beheld their Master in all the 
majesty of his transfiguration. Peter, ever forward, 
proposed to build three tabemades, one for Jesus, and 
one for eadi celestial visitant " While he thus spake, 
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they 
feared as they entered into the cloud : And there came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying. This is my beloved Son: 
hear him." Jesus remained all night in tibe mountain, 
and next morning, as they were coming down, he charged 
his disciples not to publish what they had seen, till afiter 
his resurrection. When they had approached the plain, 
he saw the disciples he had left behind, surrounded by a 
great multitude and disputing with the scribes. It 
seems, that as the face of Moses shone after he 
had been with God on the Mount, so somewhat of the 
glory of the transfiguration was visible on our Lord's 
countenance and raiment ; for when the people lodged on 
him, they were greatly amazed, and ran to him to salute 
him with peculiar reverence. After the salutations were 
over, he exercised his power over a demoniac, which his 
disciples had, through a want of faith, vainly endeavoured 
to exorcise, and which would appear, from the narrative, to 
have been the subject of dispute between the disciples 
and the scribes. 

♦ From Caesarea Philippi, our Saviour went again to 
Galilee ; here he kept himself as privately as possible, 
telling his disciples that the reason of his so doing was, 
that so little effect followed his labours, and that as he 
should shortly die by violence, he thought it not season- 



d by Google 



JESTTS CHRIST. 303 

able to do any more ; adding, that after his resurrection 
from the grave, he shoidd be more likely to be receiyed 
and belieyed in by them. 

Being now at Capernaum, at Peters house, he was 
called upon to pay the tribute of half a shekel, or fifteen 
pence, either for the service of the temple, or for the 
Romans : and notwithstanding that all things in heaven, 
and earth, and sea belonged to him, that he might not 
give offence, he wrought a miracle to dischaige the demand. 
He sent Peter with a line and a hook, telling him that in 
the mouth of the first fish he should take, he would find 
a Grecian coin called a stater, equal to one shekel of 
Jewish money, the sum required for both Peter and 
himself. 

The grief the disciples felt in consequence of the inti- 
mation he had given of his sufferings, it would appear, 
was but transient. A few days only elapsed, before they 
disputed on the subject of the chief post in their master s 
kingdom. This, Jesus overheard, and though he was 
silent at the time, he afterwards took occasion to check 
their emulation. He placed a little child in the midst of 
them, and declared, that unless they were converted, and 
became meek as infants, they should not even enter -his 
kingdom. 

About this time, John informed his Master, that having 
seen one cast out devils in his name, he had forbidden 
him, since he was not his follower. This called for a 
reproof from Jesus, in which he argued that the man 
must be friendly to him and his cause, and in which he 
prohibited their forbidding any one to act for him, who 
was not against them; and warned them not to give 
offence to the fsdthful, concluding with a declaration, that 
he was come to " seek and to save that which was lost." 
At this time, also, he inculcated mutual forgiveness, 
illustrating his precepts by the parable of the two 
servants, debtors to one lord. After delivering this 
parable, our Lord went into Judea, travelling th 
that country which is on the other side of Jordan 
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he was followed by a great multitude, whom he taught, 
and for whom he wrought miracles. It has been supposed 
that he was now going to the feast of the passorer, the 
fourth celebrated during his ministry, and the last from 
which he was to return unharmed. 

No eyents are recorded from this time to the feast of 
tabernacles, a festiral commencing on the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, answering to the latter end of our 
September or the beginning of October. Thither he went 
privately, neither preaching nor performing miracles by the 
way, as heretofore. His non-appearance gave his enemies 
an opportunity to attack him with impunity; they charged 
him with being a deceiver, who neglected the command- 
ment of Moses, At length, however, about the middle of 
the feast, Jesus came into the temple and preached many 
important doctrines, with such depth of wisdom, such 
clearness of method, and such eloquence, that even his ene- 
mies wondered. In the midst of his discourse, officers, sent 
by the council, came to apprehend him, but being struck 
with the topic on which he was discoursing, the energy 
with which he enforced his doctrine, and awed by the 
majesty of his appearance, they returned to them that sent 
them, declaring that, ''never man spake like this man." It 
was on this occasion that Nicodemus spake in his 
defence in the council. 

That evening Jesus retired to the Mount of Olives, but 
the next morning he returned and taught in the temple ; 
and while thus employed, the scribes and Pharisees 
brought unto him a woman taken in adultery, and, with 
an insidious intention, desired his opinion on the matter. 
But Jesus knew their designs, and declining the office of 
civil magistrate, as stoning was the punishment for the 
crime, according to the Mosaic law, he proposed that he 
who was sinless should cast the first stone. ''And they 
which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, 
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto 
the last" And Jesus being left alone, dismissed her, 
with a charge to sin no more. He then preached himself as 
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the light of the world, and, after replying to the Jews, 
who hoasted of their descent &om Abraham, which answer 
so enraged them, that they took up stones to stone him to 
death, he rendered himself invisible, and went out of 
the temple. 

As our Saviour fled from the Jews, he met a man who 
was bom blind ; and he was asked by his disciples, whether 
it was the man's own sin, (alluding to the opinion held 
among the Jews of a state of pre-existenoe,) or the sins of 
his parents, that caused this affliction. He told them that 
it was neither, but that the glory of Ggd might be dis- 
played in him ; and to demonstrate that he was the light 
of the world, he again affirmed it, and proved it by a 
miracle. Sitting down, he made clay of his spittle, and 
anointing the eyes of the blind man, bade him go and 
wash in the pool of Siloam. " He went his way, there- 
fore, and washed, and came seeing," to the surprise of all 
who had any knowledge of him. This cure was much 
talked of in Jerusalem, and the man himself and his 
parents were examined before the Pharisees, touching 
his blindness and the miracle ; and, finding that it could 
not be disproved, they called the man a second time, and 
after vainly endeavouring to lessen his benefactor in his 
esteem, by asserting that he was " not of God " who could 
do such things on the Sabbath-day, they excommunicated 
him ; but Jesus, meeting him, received him into his fold. 
He told him that he was the Christ, and the man became 
enlightened, believed on him, and paid the adoration due 
to the Messiah; while the learned doctors still blasphemed, 
and remained in darkness. 

The feast of dedication was now at hand. This was a 
solemnity, not appointed by the law of Moses, but by the 
restorer of the Jewish nation, Judas Maccabeus, in com- 
memoration of his having cleansed the temple, and restored 
its worship, after its desecration by Antiochus Epipha- 
nes. But though it was of human institution, and though 
Jesus foresaw further attempts would be made ^ 
life at Jerusalem, he declared his intention of f 

X 
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ther, and that pnbUcly. His road to Jerusalem irom 
Galilee, laj through Samaoria, whither he sent messengers, 
vrith orders to find accommodation for him in some Tillage,* 
but as trayellers professedly going to Jerusalem to wor- 
ship, were the objects of the scorn of the Samaritans, thej 
refused to receiye him. When the messengers returned 
with this intelligenee, James and John, incensed at their 
conduct, proposed to call down fire from heaven, as fllijah 
did of old ; but this was not the temper of Jesus; for this 
unbecoming resentment he sharply reprored them, telling 
them that he came not to destroy, b«t to save the life of 
man ; after which he went to another village. 

The scene of the ministry of our Lord was henceforth 
to be in Judea, and in the country beyond Jordan. It was 
expedient, therefore, that his way should be prepared in 
every city and village whither he was to come ; and, to 
this end, he chose seventy disciples, whom he might send 
forth to prepare his way, and preach. Their instructions 
were nearly the same as those delivered to the twelve, only 
he directed them not to spend their time in salutations on 
the road, the time assigned for their mission being limited. 
These, after having gone through several parts of the coun- 
try, returned to their Master, and related, with joy, what 
they had done, and particularly, that devils were subject 
unto them. But Jesus diminished their exultation, by 
reminding them that they ought not to rejoice so much in 
this circumstance, as that their names were registered in 
heaven ; and, once more, he thanked God for revealing his 
wisdom unto babes, and admonished his disciples that they 
were favoured above all kings and prophets gone before 
them. 

It was about this time, that "a certain lawyer" came 
to try his judgment by one of the most important subjects 
it is possible for the human mind to examine: Whatman 
must do to inherit eternal life. Our Saviour, alluding to 
his profession, bade him recite the summary of the law of 
Moses, and, after he had done so, told him that the due 
performance of that was all that he required. The lawyer. 
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wifling to justify hhnself, at least, m the social and rela- 
tire duties, and imagining that it meant onlj his friends, 
inqiiired the meaning and extent of the word nei^bour in 
the law; our Saviour, however, convinced him of his 
mistake, by the parable of the good Seonaritan, whidc 
teaches us to regard as neighbours all persons who require 
our good offices^ 

In his way to Jerusalem, Jesus spent a night at Bethany, 
in the house of Martha and Mary, two pious women, 
sisters of Lazarus, on which occasion they <^played their 
natural dispostion^; Martha taking pains for his accommo- 
dation, and Mary paying attention to his Divine instruc- 
tions, for whidi the latter was commendled, in terms which 
showed how necessary it is to- attend to the one thing 
needful, the salvation of the immortal soul. When he 
arrived at Jerusal^n, notwithstanding the obstinacy of the 
Jews, and the repeated instances of their maHce, and pre- 
judice against his doctrine, he continued to preach. 
Being in the outer court of the temple, near the sheep 
exposed to sale for sacrifice, in the language of the ancient 
prophets, who oft compared the teachers in their times to 
shepherds, and the people to sheep, he described the 
scribes and I^arisees as evil shepherds, who, in the time 
of danger, deserted their flocks ; and he further declared 
that he himself was the door of the sheep, and the good 
shepherd, inasmuch as he was come to lay down his life 
for them. As he was walking in that part of the temple, 
which, to preserve the memory of the ancient edifice, was 
denominated Solomon's porch, the Jews came and requested 
that he would state explicitly, whether or not he was the 
Messiah. He replied that he had already told them by his 
works, but that since they were not his sheep they had 
refused to believe them ; he then asserted his union with 
his Fadier, for which the Jews again prepared to stone 
him ; ^ But he escaped out of their hands, and went 
away again beyond Jordan, the place where John a* *-^ 
baptized."^ 

While in this coimtry, our Lord prayed publ 
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such ferrour, that one of his disciples, affected with the 
matter and manner of his petitions, entreated him to teach 
them to pray also ; he wiUinglj emhraced the opportunity, 
and, after repeating the discourse on prayer which he had 
formerly delirered in his sermon on the mount, he repeated 
also that hrief formulary, denominated the Lord's Prayer, in 
which language he commanded them to pray. He then 
enforced the duty of constancy in prayer, by the example 
of one who submitted to the importunity of a friend, who 
called upon him at midnight for bread, and of an earthly 
parent, who cannot refuse his ofispring aught that is for 
his real good. 

Our Lord having again exercised his power over a 
demoniac, the Pharisees again attributed his influence to 
Satan, and he defended himself by a similar argument as 
on a former occasion. While thus reasoning with these 
wicked men, a woman, transported with his wisdom, 
uttered an exclamation upon the happiness of that woman 
who had the honour of giving him birth ; but all unmoved 
with praise he replied, in language which showed his deep 
humility, " Yea, rather," said he, " blessed are they that 
hear the word of Grod, and keep it." 

He was now invited to the house of a Pharisee, where 
he sat down to table without washing his hands, as all 
the other guests had done. This his host remarked, and 
expressed his surprise at the contempt cast upon their tra- 
ditions, which led to the delivery of eight woes, in which 
the Pharisee, the scribe, and the lawyer were alike involved, 
as hypocrites, appearing outwardly fair, but within 
full of all uncleanness. Finding themselves thus reproved, 
they urged him with great vehemence, hoping that he 
might say something prejudicial to his cause, that they 
might accuse him, either before the Roman or Jewish 
governor; but all their attempts were vain. A multitude 
having collected to hear his instructions, he took occasion 
to repeat the same injunctions publicly that he had uttered 
privately, bidding them beware of ambition and hypocrisy, 
and, to enforce his admonition^ he reminded them of the 
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omniscience of God, to whom all hearts are known, and of 
the latter day, when all things should be brought to light. 

A person in the crowd now requested him to persuade 
his brother to divide their inheritance with him, and to 
giye him his share. As this was the province of the magi- 
strate, and no part of his mission, he refused to interfere; 
kno>Ting, however, that disputes of this kind often arose 
irom covetousness,in one or both of the parties, he cautioned 
all to beware of this vice ; and to show that the love of 
the world was foolish and dangerous, he related the para- 
ble of the rich glutton, which exhibits a short-lived grati- 
fication, ending in eternal death. He then exhorted his 
disciples to take no anxious thought for this life, but, 
having their hopes centered in heaven, to commit all their 
cares into their heavenly Father's hands ; after which he 
commanded them, as the servants of the East, whose lamps 
were ever burning, and whose loins were ever girded, to 
be in constant readiness for the discharge of tibeir duty, 
assuring them that if they did, their Master would not 
only receive them into his company, but gird himself, 
come forth, and serve them. On Peter inquiring whether 
this parable was addressed to the disciples or to the mul- 
titude, he instructed him further by the case of a servant, 
who, presuming upon the favour of his lord, neglected 
his duty and oppressed his fellow-servants, for which he 
was to be cut asunder, and to have his portion hereafter 
with unbelievers ; then, resuming his prophetic character, 
he predicted the persecutions his disciples would have to 
endure, from violent dissensions and animosity, and that 
of their own kindred. 

He was now informed of the murder of some Galileans, 
" whose blood Pilate had miogled with their sacrifices," 
implying that they must have been more than ordinarily 
wicked thus to suffer. Our Saviour, however, opposed this 
sentiment, and plainly told them that unless they also 
repented, they must perish ; and to arouse them still more 
to a sense of danger, he uttered the parable of the barren 
fig tree, by which the Jewish nation was represented, in 
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tiie adyantages tbey possessed, tiie sins tb^ had comsiitted, 
and the min which would oyertake them nnless they 
repented. 

Our SaTiour happening to preach in a synagogue at Perea 
on a Sabbath-day, a woman, who had not been able to stand 
upright f(H: eighteen years excited his compassion, and he 
iiealedher. This action called forth the woman's gratitude 
to God, but not so did it work upon the ruler ; he was 
filled with indignation, and renewed the question abont 
die observance of the Sabbath, saying, that six days was 
sufficient for these offices of mercy, and diat the Sabbalh 
ought not to be thus riolated. Jesus reproved him hy an 
argument drawn from their own practice, that of loosing 
an ox from the stall, to lead him to tiie wateriag-plaee, go. 
that sacred day. 

After ^s, intending to go to Jerusalem, he passed 
through the towns and cities of Judea, enforcing those 
doctrines he had previously taught, adding new precepts 
and cautions, and advertising them of the multitudes 
that would be lost, and the comparative lew that would 
he saved ; this he did in order that they might strive ear- 
nestly to be of that happy number. Hie same day some 
Pharisees told him Ihat if he was dedrous of his safiefy, 
be should depart from ihat country, as Herod intended to 
day him ; but Jesus, who would not diminish his pro- 
ph^ical character and mission, betrayed no signs of fear, 
but boldly reprehended Heiod publicly, and foretold that 
he dbould die at Jerusalem, intimating future woes to the 
Jews, in a pathetic lamentation lor neglect of their day of 
visitation, and for slaying the prophets and messengers 
'seat from Grod« 

Our Lord was now invited to dine with a distinguiElied 
person among the Pharisees ; at this feast, which was on 
the Sabbath-day, a man afflicted with dropsy was present, 
being probably introduced for the purpose of sedng whe- 
ther Jesus would cure him ; not reoeiving an answer to 
the question he put to them, concerning the lawfulness of 
4oiBLggoodon the Sabbath-day, he put forth his hand and 
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healed him, and sent Mm away, reproTing the Pharisees 
with the same argument with which he had silenced the 
ruler of the synagogue on a former occasion, to which 
argument none could reply. While at this feast our 
Saviour ohserving how anxious the Pharisees were to 
ohtain the chief places at tahle, took occasion to expose 
the folly of their hehaviour, and to inculcate humility as 
the surest method to command respect ; he advised them 
also to bestow their liberality on the poor, rather than to 
entertain their richer brethren with costly feasts, assuring 
them that for so doing they would be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the just. At this time also, by the parable 
of the Great Supper, he represented that the Jews and 
afterward the Gentiles, should, by the Gospel dispensation, 
be invited to partake of the grace of God. 

Going from thence he was attended from place to place 
by a great multitude, whom he exhorted to ponder 
seriously the trouble it might cost them to follow him 
faithfully; still, however, the publicans and sinners fol- 
lowed him, and he thereby incurred the indignation and 
contempt of the scribes and Pharisees, who charged him 
with being the friend of sinners. To vindicate his cha- 
racter, by the parable of the lost sheep, the lost piece of 
money, and the prodigal son, the latter of which abounds 
with tender passions and the most beautiful images, he 
taught the mercy of God to sinners, and the joy occasioned 
by one single conversion, among the inhabitants of heaven. 
He further instructed his disciples, by the parable of the 
unjust steward, in which the good things of this world are 
called the unrighteous mammon, because of their transitory 
nature, and are aptly contrasted with the true riches, the 
joys of heaven ; this was intended to excite their minds 
to a wise improvement of their high advantages. But, 
excellent as these instructions were, the Pharisees treated 
them with derision, which brought upon them a severe 
reproof for their pride ; after which Jesus repeated what 
he had before observed concerning tJ^e eagerness wii^ 
which men entered the kingdom of God, the permafiencj 
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of the law, and the eril of their ill-grounded devices; and 
that nothing might he wanting to impress their minds with 
these awful truths, he related the parable of Dives'" and 
Lazarus, a parable that teaches us that the great and 
renowned are nought with God, that man is imniorta], 
that the wicked shall be punished, and the greatness of 
that punishment, that the state of man is unalterabl v fixed 
after death, and that if the evidences of a future state 
already proposed are not sufficient to convince man, extra- 
ordinary means, such as a visit of one from the abodes o^ 
the dead, would also fail. He now proceeded to instruct 
his disciples to avoid giving offence, to cultivate a forgiving 
temper, to entertain a just awe of the Divine authority, 
and a deep sense of the unworthiness of their most perfect 
actions. 

The acquaintance of our Lord with the two pious sisters 
at Bethany has been already noticed ; Lazarus their bro- 
ther, a young man whom he regarded with the most tender 
attachment, was now taken dangerously ill, and a mes- 
senger was sent to inform him of the trying circumstance, 
in the hope that he would come and heal him. Purposing, 
however, to display his Divinity, to confirm his mission, 
and to glorify God, he deferred his visit till Lazarus was 
no more ; after two days, therefore, he called his disciples 
to go with him to Judea, telling them that Lazarus was 
dead, but that he would go and raise him again to lif«- 
When he arrived at Bethany he found that Lazarus had 
been buried four days ; here he met the mourning sisters, 
and after he had administered consolation to them, an^ 
had strengthened their faith in him, as the resurrection 
and the life to all that believe in him, he requested to be 
shown his grave. Over this grave, Jesus, the Lord of life 
and glory, wept. Here too, when he had commanded the 
stone to be removed which was laid at the door of the 
sepulchre, he addressed his heavenly Father in strains of 
adoration and thanksgiving, after which, he cried with a 
loud voice, " Lazarus, come forth," and he was instant!/ 
restored to life and to his friends. This miracle produced 
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the most important effects in the minds of tlie beholders. 
Struck with the proof of the Dirine power and benevolence; 
many acknowledged him as the true Messiah; others, 
however, desirous of ingratiating themselves with the 
rulers, went and reported the deed to those at Jerusalem, 
and a council was called, in which it was deliberated what 
should be done to prevent his glorious works, and they 
resolved unanimously, with the exception of Nicodemus 
and Joseph of Arimathea, to put him to death. 

It was probably in this journey to Jerusalem, that our 
Lord, passing through Samaria, was accosted by ten lepers, 
who cried, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." "With- 
out seeming to treat them with much regard, he bade 
them go and show themselves to the priests, and as they 
were going they found themselves restored to health. One 
of these, a Samaritan, when he saw that he was healed, 
returned, and casting himself at the feet of his deliverer, 
gave thanks to God ; not so, however, did the other 
nine ; they continued their journey without displaying 
their sense of gratitude ; but for this they were censured, 
while the poor stranger, who was a Samaritan, received 
a commendation of his faith from the lips of Jesus. 

Our Saviour now resided in the little city of Ephraim ; 
at this place the Pharisees pressed him with inquiries 
concerning the kingdom of God, of which they entertained 
erroneous notions ; he informed them that it consisted, 
not in any form of government erected by arms, but in the 
submission of the will, and the conformity of the mind of 
man, to the law of God. He then addressed his disciples, 
and prophesied of the destruction of the Jewish state, 
whose constitution, civil and religious, was the chief ob- 
stacle to the erection of his kingdom ; describing at the 
same time the peculiar circumstances of that nation when 
it should come to pass. After this he incited them to 
constancy in prayer, though the blessing for which they 
petitioned might be delayed, by the parable of the 
widow, who having long cried for justice at the hands of 
her judge, at length obtained her suit, through her impor* 
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tnnities. He fiirtber instracted tbem m the proper spirit 
of prayer, bj the parable of the Pharisee and the publican. 

An incident now occorred which places the character 
of Jesos in a most amiable light ; some persons haying 
brought young children to him, that they might receiye 
his blessing, were rebuked by the disciples for the liberty 
they had taken, and were denied access to hiai ; Jesus 
was much displeased with their conduct, and commanded 
them not to forbid in£uits coming unto him, declaring 
ihat '^ of such is the kingdom of God ;" then, taking them 
up in his aims, he "" put his hands upon them and blessed 
them.* 

As he was going from thence, a young ruler possessed 
of great riches, pleasing manners, and high moral character, 
inquired of him what he must do to in^berit et^nal life? 
Jesus replied, that he most keep the commandments ; and 
when asked which, {as none eyer fulfilled or can foMl per- 
fectly those which contain our duty to Ood,) he repeated 
those which teach our duty to our neighbour, probably inti- 
mating that eren these had an extent beyond his morality. 
The young man, however, asserted that he had kept them, 
and asked what yet was wanting ; and Jesus beholding 
him, loyed him, and said unto him, "If thou wilt be per- 
fect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt haye treasure in heayen : and come and follow me.** 
At diese words iiie young man departed, exceedingly sor- 
rowful. This led to a discourse, in which our Sayiour 
taught the difficulty of a rich man's entering into the 
kingdom of heayen, and the happiness of all sudi, who, at 
any period, should forsake all aad follow him ; these truths 
he illustrated by the parable of the householder, who 
hired labourers at different hours of the day, and in the 
eyening gave them all equal wages. 

Some time after deliyering this parable, Jesus proceeded 
on his journey, with an intention of celebrating the pass- 
oyer where he was to suffer that death, predicted both by 
himself and prophets ; but the apostles understood not 
these things. This ignorance was discoyered by an action 
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wkich likewise displayed tbe temper of mind and the 
motives which induced them to follow Christ ; they fan- 
cied that hy his resurrection after his sufferings, was meant 
his taking possession of the great empire they helieved he 
'was ahout to erect. James and John, therefore, when 
they heard him name his rising from the dead, made an 
application, through their mother, for the chief posts in 
his kingdom, and a seat for one on his right hand and the 
other on his left ; perceiving their amhition, he taught 
them that they must suffer for his sake, and calling all his 
disciples around him, he exhorted them to avoid worldly 
ambition, setting his own self-denying obedience and 
humility before them as their example. 

Our Saviour at length arrived at Jericho ; here he Tuet 
with two blind men, one of whom was Bartimeus, ihe son 
of Timeiis ; this poor beggar, hearing a crowd pass by, 
inquired the occasion of it, and being told that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth that passed by, he importuned so vehe> 
mently, that, notwithstanding the chidiugs of the multi- 
tude, Jesds ^called him, and, sA his request, illumined the 
sightless eyes of himself and companicm, assuring Ihem 
that their faith had saved them, and they followed him 
glorifying God. This miracle excited general attention, 
and produced a favoucablo impression on tbe minds of 
the assembly. Anoth^ transaction of our Lord at this 
time ako demands attention; apnblicanof great wealth and 
influence, who was of a diminutive stature, climbed into a 
tree to catch a glance of him as he passed by; him Jesus 
called down, telling him that he must on that day abide 
in his house ; and delighted with his intenticm, Zaodieus 
made a public declaration of givii^ half of his goods to 
the poor, and of making restitution fourfold to any one 
from whom he had made an unjust exaction of the tax<es; 
to which Jesus replied, ^' This day is salvation come to 
this house, focasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost" 
At this place, as his followers were nccompEUoyii^ him 
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to the TOjal city, in expectation that the kingdom of God 
would immediatelj appear, and with a fiill determination 
of assisting our Sayiour in its erection, he related the 
parahle of the nohleman s seryants, who received ereiy one 
a pound, wherein he showed them their duty, described 
the true nature of his kingdom, and taught that it was not 
to commence immediately. When he had finished this 
parable, he left the house of Zaccheus and proceeded to 
Jerusalem, going on before his disciples ; — ^thus exhibiting 
his willingness to undergo his future sufferings for the 
human race. 

Our Saviour at length, six days before the passover, 
came to Bethany, and lodged in the house where Liazarus 
was, whom he had raised from the dead. While here, 
Mary out of affection for him anointed his feet with the 
costly ointment of spikenard, an action that raised the 
indignation of Judas; he was angry because his Master 
had not caused the ointment to be sold, that the produce 
might be given to the poor. This was his avowed reason, 
but his real motive was covetousness, for had it been sold, 
he, being the bearer of their common property, would have 
appropriated a portion to his own private use. It appears 
that the news of our Lord's arrival at Bethany, which 
was about two miles from Jerusalem, soon reached that 
city, and numbers came from thence to see himself and 
Lazarus, and when they had seen them, many were con- 
vinced of the truth of the resurrection, and believed in 
Jesus as the Messiah. Having supped and spent the 
evening in the company of Lazarus and his sisters, early 
the next morning he set forward to Jerusalem, which he 
intended to enter publicly as the Messiah; for this purpose 
he sent two of his disciples to the neighbouring village of 
Bethphage, with directions to take for his service an ass 
which they should find tied, and a colt with her, which 
had never been ridden by any one; this they were not to 
do'by force, but if the owner remonstrated with them, they 
were to say it was his command. All this came to pass 
as Jesus said, and they were suffered by the owner to lead 
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them away; ^^and thej cast their garments upon the colt, 
and they set Jesus thereon." And now the multitude be- 
thought themselyes of showing him those honours which 
kings and conquerors obtained in their triumphal entries ; 
some spread their garments in the way, others cut down bran- 
ches and strewed them in the way, while some wayed branches 
on high before him in demonstration of their joy. When 
the procession that attended him had reached the Mount 
of Olives, from whence the royal city might first be seen, 
he was met by a multitude from Jerusalem coming up the 
hill with palm branches, the symbol of peace, in their 
hands. At meeting, the latter first saluted their brethren, 
crying, ^' Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord;" this salutation was answered by the former 
in transports of joy : ^^ Blessed be the kingdom of our father 
David, that cometh in the name of the Lord : Hosanna in 
the highest." Thus was the prophecy of Zacheriah ful- 
filled, which saith: "Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; 
shout, daughter of Jerusalem, behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." 

As our Saviour drew nigh to the city he looked on it^ 
and notwithstanding the injuries he had received there, 
and the pangs he was about to endure there, he wept over 
it, and lamented aloud the calamities which he foresaw 
were coming upon it, in the most pathetic language ; fore- 
telling the principal circumstance of the siege of Jeru- 
salem, with which the event minutely corresponded when 
Titus attacked the city. Having entered the city he pro- 
ceeded to the temple, and after looking around upon all 
things it contained, he again retired to Bethany. In the 
morning, however, he returned, and as he was going along 
he happened to see a fig tree that looked green; to this 
he turned aside, hoping to find fruit thereon, but finding 
none, he said, "No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever," 
and immediately it began to wither away ; — a fit emblem of 
the approaching ruin of the Jewish nation. 
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The Jews m the time of our Lord carried th^* t^tuisan 
of the Gentiles bo fast, that thej desecrated the outer court 
of the temple inidch was in tiie dajs of old allotted £fx 
proselytes, bj nnng it as a maiket for ewerjiMng necessaiy 
to saerifice. This Jesus <m this dis^ lelbimed ; lie de^ 
clored that the Gentiles worshipped tiiere by Drwiae 
appointment as weU as the Jews, it hemg a hoose ef 
prayer for aU nations, and that they had hj their »iifhl 
traffic there, tamed it into a den of thieyes-; he there&re 
piirged the tem|de of these abominatiena^ and none 
resisted his authority. 

The opinion that Jesos was the Mesdah seemed now 
yery preyalent; while in the ten^e the kme and the 
blind, and other afficted persom, were brought to him 
from all quarters, and he healed them, for which deeds 
the yery children landed him, proclaiming that he yyas the 
son of Dayid. At this the chief priests and doctors of the 
law were offended; but fearing the multitude, they only 
asked him if he heard the children s words, intimating that 
it was his duty to silence them by refusing the praises 
they offered without understanding the meaning. Jesos 
replied to them by a passage from the Psalms, which 
doubtless refers to this transaction: ^ Out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, be- 
cause of thine enemies." Hearing this they sought again 
how they might destroy him, but they feared the people, 
and when the eyening was come he again retired with his 
disciples to Bethany. 

As they returned again to Jerusalem the disciples could 
not help expressing their astonishment at beholding the fig 
tree which Jesus had cursed completely withered. He 
replied by teaching them the power of &ith, and by exhort- 
ing them to a cultiyation of prayer for its increase, ;md to 
fbrgiye their enemies; he then proceeded to ^eak of his 
sufferings, and haying taken a yiew of them, and 
proposed them as an example to his disciples, the prospect 
of them moyed him to such a degree, that he uttered his 
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grief in a pathetic lamentation, which was answered by an 
audible voice from heaven, loud as thunder, and jet so 
articulate, that all who heard it understood; this voice 
Jesus declared was to confirm hi» mission. The subject 
of his prayer and the answer received, led our Saviour to 
meditate on the destruction of the kingdom of Satan, and 
the exaltation of man with himself into heaven as the 
effects of his incarnation. These revived his drooping 
spirits, and that his disciples might be comforted thereby, 
he foretold them as immediately connected with his 
sufferings. Then, after cautioning the Jews to improve 
by his instructions while yet he remained with them, he 
retired privately with his disciples^ probably again to 
Bethany. 

The evangelist John now introduces some remarks on 
the effects of our Saviour's labours; he observes, notwith- 
standing he had wrought so many miracles, comparatively 
few believed in the divinity of his mission and character, 
thus fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah uttered seven 
hundred years before: '*Who hath believed our report? 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed T Yet 
there were exceptions; even members of the Jewish San- 
hedrim admitted his pretensicms privately, but were afraid 
to do so openly, lest they should be put out of the syna- 
gogue ; thus loving " the praise of men more than the 
praise of God." 

Every part of the Kfe of our Saviour had been employed 
in doing good, but as he approached his end he seemed 
more anxious than ever to impart Divine instruction to 
those who gathered round him. This tended to enrage the 
chief priests, and made them determinedly bent upon his 
death, and as a step to this wicked deed, they deputed 
some of their servants to request him to explain whence 
he derived his authority. This question Jesus refused to 
answer, unless they would inform him first from whence 
John the Baptist received his commission; to this, fearfril 
on the one hand of offending the people who venerated 
John as a prophet, and on the other actuated \rj the most 
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yiolent hatred towards that holj man, they replied, ^ We 
cannot tell." Wliile they remained, he related the parable 
of the vineyard, which taught, that notwithstanding the 
professed readiness of the Jews to serve God, the Gentiles 
would sooner yield to the ohedience of &ith; at this time 
also he related the parahle of the husbandman, which* he 
formed upon one made use of by the prophet Isaiah, and in 
which he represented the crimes of the Jews in rejecting 
all the messengers of God, with his only begotten Son, and 
in mis-improving the Mosaical dispensation; he warned 
them also of the danger they incurred by such a long 
course of rebellion ; at which the priests were highly in- 
censed, and would have apprehended him had they not 
been restrained by the fear they had of the people. Our 
Lord then related, with a few variations, a parable he had 
already delivered concerning the marriage supper of a 
king's son, which referred also to the treatment the pro- 
phets and himself had received at the hands of the Jew^ish 
nation; after which, unable longer to bear his reproofe, 
the chief priests and Pharisees departed. But though they 
had departed from him, their rage was unabated ; thej 
now joined with the Herodians, men with whom they were 
constantly at variance, to endeavour to ensnare him by a 
question , concerning the tribute paid to Caesar. Being 
repulsed, the Sadducees tried the success of their subtlety 
touching the resurrection of the dead ; he showed them 
that their error sprang from ignorance of the Scriptures 
and of the power of God, and that the truth of the resur- 
rection was implied in the Almighty's declaration, *' I am 
thc! God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob," after they were removed from earth. Having 
thus silenced the Sadducees, a scribe inquired, " Which 
is the great commandment in the law?" He replied 
that our whole duty consisted in first loving God, with 
all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength, and 
our neighbour as ourselves ; " And no man was able to 
'^nswer him a word, neither durst any man from 
day forth ask him any more questions." 
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Our Saviour now thought proper, to make trial of the 
scribes and Pharisees' skill in the sacred writings. For 
this purpose he inquired publicly their opinion of a diffi- 
culty concerning the pedigree of the Messiah; namely, how 
the Messiah could at once be the son of David and his 
Lord, and no man was able to answer him a word. Thus 
did he silence his opposers, and following up his victory 
over them, he solemnly admonished the people who had 
listened to the disputations, and who heard his word 
gladly, to beware of the scribes and Pharisees, to do indeed 
what they commanded them according to the law, but not 
to take their conduct as the rule of life; then addressing 
them^ he charged them with doing eveiything to be seen 
of men, with making broad their phylacteries (that is, slips 
of parchment containing portions of the law worn upon 
their foreheads and arms), with loving ''the uppermost 
rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
greeting in the markets, and to be called of men. Rabbi, 
Rabbi." This discourse was delivered in the hearing of 
many of their order; it is no wonder therefore that they 
were incensed with him for such plainness of speech, and 
that they watched an opportunity of destroying him. 
Ejiowing their designs, he now denounced the most 
fearful woes against them, not only on account of personal 
injuries, but for their great wickedness; after which he 
renewed his lamentation over their ill-fated city. 

Being now in the treasury, where thirteen chests were 
placed to receive the oiFerings of the people, our Lord 
observed a poor widow cast in two mites, '' all that she 
had, even all her living." This act he publicly com- 
mended, as more liberal, and more acceptable to God, than 
the ostentatious donations of the rich. He then went out 
of the temple, when his disciples directed his attention to 
the large and beautiful stones in the eastern wall of that 
sacred edifice; upon which he observed, that the days 
would come, in which there should not be left one stone 
upon another; a prediction fulfilled to the very letter, 
when the city was taken by Titus, notwithstanding his 
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exertions to sare it from ruin, ia order to preserve it as an 
ornament to tlie empire. The Jewish Talmud sajs, tkat 
'^ Junius Rufas, one of the captains of Titus, did with. % 
plough-share tear up the foundations of the temple.'* 
Jesus now deliyered a jwediction of considerable length 
concerning the siege and destruction of Jerusalem, which 
has been fully accomplished. 

As the miseries, mankind were to undergo at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the passions its approach would 
gire birth to in their minds, together with the suddenness 
of its arriyal, resemble what shall happen at the last daj. 

That secret coming of the Son of Man, 

When all the cherub-throning donds shall shine, 

Irradiate with his bright advancing sign, (Milican,) 

our Lord took occasion to refer to that awful scene. He 
exhorted his disciples to watchfulness, from the oncer- 
taintj of Idle hour of his approach, the blessedness whick 
would attend his foDowers, and the awfiil judgments which 
would overtake the wicked, particularly those who knew^ 
but neglected their duty. This point he illustrated by 
liie parables of a householder, of a bridegroom coming a^ 
midnight to Tiigins, ten of whom were wise, and ten 
foolish, and of a nobleman calling his servants to account 
tor the talents he had entrusted them with, at his settiag 
out on a distant journey. He then uttered a plain pie- 
diction of his own most awi^l procedure at the judgment^ 
when his angels shall sever the wicked from the just, to 
hear their final doom, and concluded by foretelling, that 
within two days he should he betrayed, and delivered by 
the Jews into the hajods of the Romans, to suffer deslih 
upon the cross. 

Otir Saviour passed tins night at the Mount of 01ive% 
from whence he came early in ihe moming again to the 
temple. Here he found tiie people already colleeted to 
hear him, but it does not appear, however, ihat he de« 
livered any public discourse on ihis day. It is supposed, 
that he spent it in preparing for the dreadM sufferings W 
-ms abowt to eiditte for their sake* la &e aeao 
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the chief priests, and scribes, and Pharisees, held a coubcU 
in the palace of Caiaphas the high-priest, where tbey 
formed some designs of taking his life away secretly, 
fearing the numbers of his adherents. He now came to 
Bethany with his disciples, and took up his lodgings with 
one Simon a leper, one on whom he had, probably, exer- 
cised his healing power. During £he time of supper, a 
woman came and poured an alabaster box of very precious 
ointment upon his head, for which the disciples rebuked 
her, imagining that it was waste; and they expressed 
themselves in language which cast a tacit reflection upon 
our Lord. But Jesus knowing their thoughts as well as 
words, told them, that the poor, for whom they had |^o- 
fessed such regard, was always at hand for the exercise of 
their charity, but that he should soon be remoyed, and 
that this act, which they had so condemned, was a prepar- 
ration for his approaching obsequies ; and it should bring 
upon her who performed it, the respect and admiration of 
man, till time ^ould be no more. It has been supposed, 
that this reproof so irritated the mind of Judas Iscariot, 
the most forward in condemning the woman's conduct, aa 
to induce him to commit the most abominable action ever 
perpetrated by the sons of men, — ^the betrayal of his Loxd^ 
It might be so, for immediately after, he went and cotb- 
nanted vnth the chief priests and scribes, to deliver him 
into their hands for thirty pieces of silyer, or about three 
pounds eight shillings and Erepence ; a price, the most 
inhuman trafiicker in human misery would disdaia to 
receive as an equivalent for a sLave. 

The first day of unlearened bread had now airiyed, 
and our Lord gave orders to Peter and John to make 
preparation for the passoyer, that is, to provide a room 
ready-furnished for the occasion, to purchase a lamb which 
was to be killed and roasted,- and to procure the bread, 
wine, and bitter herbs made use of at tiiese sfdeimQities;. 
These being provided, and the time appointed diawiag 
nigh, Jesus, who was now about to fiaish the great wodt 
of human redemption, came WEfeh his apostles to eat ibe 
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passoyer. Haying partaken of the paschal lamh vnth. his 
disciples, and knowing that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of the world to his Father, he expressed 
his constant affection for them in the most endearing 
words and actions. Rising from the tahle, in the hum- 
hie posture of the meanest seryant, he washed the feet of 
his disciples, wiping them with the towel wherewith he 
was girded, and not onlj hy this ceremony, hut by his 
discourse, instructed them to practise humility. 

After performing this office of condescension, our Saviour 
sat down to the second supper, which was of unleayened 
bread and bitter herbs, and was eucharistical, and com- 
memoratiye of the deliyerance from Egypt. While par- 
taking of this supper, he made known that one of their 
number should betray him. Alarmed at this extraordinary 
charge, the eleyen who were innocent, were anxious to 
know to whom it applied, and yery eagerly inquired 
each for himself, "Lord, is it I?" He answered, "He 
it is, to whom I shall giye a sop, when I haye dipped it 
And when he had dipped the sop, he gaye it to Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon." The guilty man would haye 
denied the charge ; but Jesus again affirmed he was the 
man, and charged him not to delay his purpose. It is 
said, that when Judas receiyed the sop, " Satan entered 
into him." The spirit of malice which had probably 
long lurked within his breast, began to be his ruling 
passion; and soon after he leffc the company. Our 
Sayiour then proceeded to comfort his disciples, and 
to exhort them to cultivate a spirit of harmony, and 
haying thus prepared the minds of his disciples, and 
finished the passoyer, he proceeded to institute in its 
stead, another solemn feast, that of the Lord's Supper. 
This is beautifully and explicitly described by the Apostle 
Paul; — "The Lord Jesus the same night in which he 
was betrayed took bread: And when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and said. Take, eat ; this is my body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when 
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he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood : this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come." 

How frail our nature is, none can tell ! "While yet the 
distress of our Saviour was before their eyes, the disciples 
renewed the subject of supremacy. This, as he had done 
before, he suppressed, dehorting them from ambition; and 
to prevent any misunderstanding between them, he pro- 
mised them a kingdom, upon the same terms his Father 
had promised him one ; adding, that they should be next 
to him, and at his departure, should have the government 
of his Ch\irch. After this, Jesus delivered a long con- 
solatory discourse to his disciples concerning the mansions 
which he was going to prepare for them, the Father's love 
for them, the coming of the Holy Spirit to instruct and 
comfort them, their union with him under the parable of 
the vine, the service of himself to them, and their afflic- 
tions in the world ; concluding with a prayer, chiefly in 
behalf of his disciples and people. They then sung an 
hymn, and went out into the Mount of Olives. 

And now the fearful agonies, which our Saviour was to 
endure for the sins of the world, commenced. Taking 
with him Peter, and James, and John, he entered into a 
garden, known by the name of the Grarden of Gethsemane. 
Here, after commanding his ^disciples to watch, he went 
forward about a stone's cast, and fell on the ground and 
prayed, that " if it were possible," or consistent with the 
great end of his mission, he might be delivered from the 
sorrows that had already seized upon his soul. " Never- 
theless not my will, but thine, be done." After he had 
prayed, he returned to his disciples, whom he found 
asleep; and he mildly reproved them for slumbering 
at such an imseasonahle hour; and yet, ever touched 
with man's infirmities, he excused their weakness by ac- 
knowledging, that though their spirits might be wUling, 
the flesh was weak. He then a second and a third time 
retired, and a second and a third time found them slum- 
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bering on his return. It it remarked, that between his 
second and third prayer, an angel appeared "' strengthening 
him," a proof that his sufferings were more than human. 
They were, indeed, the sufferings of one who was enduring 
the Divine wrath on account of the sins of a world, 
and of one who was conflicting with the powers of 
darkness. In reference to this .conflict, Isaiah intro- 
duces Christ as a victor returning from the field of battle, 
in a remarkable prophecy, " Who is this that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his 
strength ? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 
Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
like him that treadeth in the winefat ? I have trodden 
the winepress alone ; and of the people there was none 
with me : for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample 
them in my fury ; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon 
my garments, and I will stain all my raiment." 

When our Saviour returned the third time to his dis- 
ciples, he said, " Sleep on now, and take your rest : it is 
enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, let us go; 
lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand." It was so. At that 
instant Judas appeared with a cohort of Roman soldiers, 
and the servants of the priests armed, to apprehend him. 
The better to effect his wicked purpose, the apostate ap- 
peared a short distance before the soldiers, and having 
approached his Master, called him by that appellation, and 
kissed him ; the sign he had previously given to the 
soldiers to come forward. This Jesus knew, and imme- 
diately charged him with treachery. Then seeing the 
soldiers approach, he demanded who it was they sought 'i 
They replied, Jesus of Nazareth; upon which he told 
them he was the person; and immediately the whole 
multitude of them walked involuntarily backward, and 
fell to the ground. This display of Divine power 
upon their own persons, was well calculated to teach them 
the madness of their proceedings ; — ^to teach them that 
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he could deliyer himsdf, and punish them for their teme 
lity ; but they heeded it not. They had no sooner re- 
covered, than thej advanced a second time to apprehend 
him, and he willingly surrendered himself into their 
hands, to be led ^^ as a sheep to the slaughter." This was 
the hour in which the powers of darkness were to prevail, 
that all the Scriptures respecting his triumphs and suffer- 
ings might be fulfilled. In the mean while, agreeably to 
prophecy, his disciples ^ forsook him, and fted." 

Having bound Jesus, the soldiers led him away to the 
house of Annas, and then to the palace of the high-priest. 
Here every artifice was made use of to procure evidence 
against him, but in vain : even the subornation of false 
witnesses failed. At length, however, the high-priest 
had recourse to solemn adjuration, to which the accused 
was compelled to give an explicit reply. And here our 
Saviour's integrity shines forth most conspicuously: no 
sooner had Caiaphas said, '' I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son 
of God," than he replied, " I am: and ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting on the right-hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven." At these words, Caiaphas rent his 
clothes, and accused him of blasphemy : the other mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrim also declared him guilty of that 
crime, the punishment of which was death; but that they 
might not incur the odium of his execution, they deter- 
mined to deliver him into the hands of the Romans, as a 
fieditious person, or as one who had not only endeavoured 
to overthrow the Jewish polity, but to raise a revolt 
against Caesar. For this purpose, afiter having permitted 
1dm to be insulted by the pc^ulace, they carried him to 
the pretoiium, or judgment-hall, and deUva^ed him to 
Pilate the governor. 

In the mean time, Judas Iscariot, pierced with the 
deepest remorse, in order to make some reparation for hia 
treacherous conduct, came and confessed his sm openly 
before the council; and, as the most decisive testamony he 
4xmld give of his Master's innooenoe, he desired them to take 
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back the wages of his iniquity. They would not, ho werer, 
receiye the money, or reverse their sentence, so that, 
unable to endure the recollection of his guilt, the wretched 
apostate threw down the money before them, and went 
and hanged himself. 

Yet oft he snatched, and started as he hung ; 

So when the senses half enslnmbered lie, 
The headlong body ready to be flung, 

By the deluding fancy, from some high 

And craggy rock, recovers greedily. 
And clasps the yielding pillow, half-asleep ; 
And, as from Heaven it tumbled to the deep. 
Feels a cold sweat through every trembling member creep. 

GiLBS Fletchsr. 

With the sum Judas had received, the priests purchased 
the potter s field, as a place of interment for strangers, 
thus fulfilling the prophecy of Jeremiah: " And they took 
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was 
valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value ; 
and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed 
me." 

It would appear that the Jews, when they delivered our 
Lord into the hands of Pilate, exjpected that he would 
immediately ratify their sentence, and order him to be 
executed : in this, however, they were mistaken ; though 
a heathen, he showed a strong regard for justice. The 
priests and the multitude, fearing they should be defiled 
by entering into the house of a Ghentile during the feast of 
the passover, had taken their station without, waiting the 
desired issue. Pilate, therefore, went out, and inquired 
what accusation they brought against him? Wishing to 
extol their regard to justice, or imagining he showed an 
undue partiality to the prisoner, they replied, " If he 
were not a malefiuitor, we would not have delivered him 
up unto thee." This was a very unsatisfactory reply, and 
so Pilate evidently considered it; he therefore told 
them to take him and judge him according to their law. 
This, however, the priests refused to do, telling him that 
it was not lawful for them to put any one to death. On 
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seeing he would not take cognizance of the real charge on 
which they had pronounced sentence of condemnation in 
their own court, they immediately preferred a new charge 
against him, of which none hut Pilate could he the judge. 
" We found this fellow perverting the nation/' said they, 
" and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he 
himself is Christ a King." When Pilate heard this, he 
returned into the judgment-hall, and examined Jesus 
touching the charge preferred against him. Our Lord did 
not deny that he was a King, hut explained the nature of 
his kingdom to he entirely spiritual. " My kingdom," 
said he, ^^ is not of this world : if my kingdom were of 
this world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom not 
from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou 
a king, then ? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am 
king. To this end was I bom, and for this cause came I 
into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth, heareth my voice." 
This reply of our Lord so convinced his judge of his inno- 
cence, that, after hastily inquiring, " What is truth V or 
What is this truth you teach ? he went forth and declared, 
" I find in him no fault at all." Unabashed, however, by 
this declaration, the priests persisted in their accusation; 
with more vehemence than before, they affirmed that he 
had attempted to raise a sedition, commencing his designs 
in Cralilee, and going from thence throughout all Jewry. 
The allusion to Galilee was doubtless intended to inflame 
the mind of Pilate, he having a mortal hatred against that 
people'; but it failed in its intended effect. On hearing 
he had been in Galilee, with a view of clearing himself of 
the matter, and of conciliating Herod, with whom he had 
been at variance, he resolved to send him to that monarch, 
who was then at Jerusalem on account of the feast. Ac- 
cordingly, declaring that Herod was the better judge of 
the matters laid to the charge of the prisoner, he sent him 
thither. Herod, it is said, when he saw Jesus, was 
exceeding glad; for he had heard much of him, and he 
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Koped to see some notable miracle wiought by his hands ; 
but in this he was disappointed : our Lord re&sed to work 
miracles £ot his curiosity, and even to answer questions 
which the tyrant put to him. Mortified thereat, and to 
be revenged on him, he ordered him to be clothed with 
an old robe, in colour hke to the king's, and then delivered 
him to his attendants, to be treated with aU the ridicule 
and ignominy they could devise ; and bitter must their 
conduct have been to the holy mind of Jesus, but he 
complained not ; no, though despised and rejected of men, 
he opened not his mouth, either in vindication of himself, 
or in reproach for their conduct. 

After our Saviour had been thus insulted, he was sent 
back to Pilate, and that governor, finding Herod took no 
further cognizance of the matter than treating him with 
contempt as an impostor, and that after his being examined 
both by himself and the monardi, no fiaiult could be found 
in him, declared to the Jews his determination of dis- 
chazging him; and yet not without punishment. He 
declared him innocent, but, to please the priests, he de- 
clared also (and weak and base was his conduct in so 
doing), that he would chastise him. This, however, was 
not sufficient to satisfy their inveterate malignity ; against 
all evidence and justice, they still demanded his life. All 
the accusations which the priests had brought against 
Jesus, were so many instances of their ^hatred towards 
him. This Pilate saw, and even kU bosom glowed with 
pity for him: many were the entreaties he made to them 
on his behalf, but finding that it only tended to increase 
their animosity, he appealed to the people. At the pass- 
over, it was customary for the governor to release any 
prisoner whom they might select, and as they were now 
clamorous for this privilege, Pilate embraced the oppw- 
tunity of proposing the release of either Jesus or Barabbas. 
This latter was both a robber and a murderer; when, 
therefore, Pilate proposed him in competition with one 
whose life was spent in doing good, and from whose hands 
tiieyhad received so many benefits, he probably concluded 
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that they would be unanimous in their demand for the 
release of their kind benefector. But he was mistaken ; 
instigated by the chief-priests, they demanded the release 
of Barabbas. Still Pilate, willing and anxious to save 
the innocent, delayed the sentence. He asked, " What 
shall I do with Jesus which is called Christ T They all 
cried out, " Crucify him, crucify him T and the governor 
asked, " Why, what evil hath he done ? I have found no 
cause of death in him : I will therefore chastise him, and 
let him go." But they cried out the more exceedingly, 
" Let him be crucified." And this was from the lips of 
the men who, a short time before, welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem with loud hosannas! So fickle is the favour 
of the multitude, and so treacherous and wicked is the 
human heart 1 

At length the patience of Pilate was exhausted, and sen- 
tence was given. Barabbas the robber was released, and 
Jesus, the Lord of life and gk>ry, was doomed to be publicly 
scourged, as a criminal devoted to death. In pasang this 
sentence, however, Pilate, convinced of his innocence, 
imagining that he could free himself from the guilt of the 
atrocious deed, took water, and washing his hands in the 
presence of the people, said, " I am innocent of the blood 
of this just person: see ye to it." But if he considered 
himself innocent of the crime, not so did an offended God. 
He noted it down in his book of remembrance, and it is 
remarkable that Pilate was soon after deposed at the 
instigation of the very people for whom he had sacrificed 
his conscience ; a just retribution for his iniquity. Nor 
did he suffer alcme; when Pilate had endeavoured to 
excuse himself from the guilt of shedding innocent blood, 
the people exclaimed, " His blood be on us, and on our 
children." And so it came to pass: their imprecation was 
accomplished in the destruction of Jerusalem, and still 
remains in force, in their scattered and desolate condition, 
as wanderers among aU nations, despised, and void of 
power. 
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Through every clune and kingdom of the world, 
They are sent forth to publish as they pass, 
And though they soom his name, by woes profess 
That Jesus, whom their fathers crucified, 
Is Saviour, Christ, Messias, Son of God. 

The sentence being passed, Jesns was delirered into 
the hands of the soldiers. These barbarous men arrayed 
him in a purple robe, placed a crown of thorns upon his 
head, and a reed in his hand, bowing the knee to him in 
derision, and saying, '' Hail, king of the Jews." Nor was 
this all: some of them smote him with their hands, others 
spat upon him, while others took the reed, and smote upon 
his head, that the crown of thorns might pierce his temples. 
Thus arrayed, and in this mangled condition, he was again 
presented to the people by Pilate, who again asserted his 
innocence; but, all immoved at the sad spectacle, they 
again demanded that he should be crucified. 

We now behold him led away to Mount Calvary, 
the place of his execution. On his shoulders is a cross, 
and around him press one vast assembly of bitter and 
insulting foes. But his human nature sinks beneath his 
sufferings, and the soldiers, not out of compassion, but 
fearing he might expire by the way, compelled one Simon, 
a Cyrenian, to bear the ponderous load. When they had 
arrived at the appointed spot, a mixture of vinegar and 
gall was offered to Jesus ; but " when he had tasted 
thereof, he would not drink." In this also we behold the 
cruelty of his foes: the custom on these occasions was to 
give the sufferers a mixture of wine and mjrrrh, in order 
to stupefy the senses, and to hasten death. But this was 
denied the Lamb of God, and the nauseous draught of 
gall and vinegar, was substituted in its stead, thus fulfil- 
ling the prophecy, " They gave me also gall for my meat ; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." 

The body of our Lord was now laid upon the tree, and 
his arms being stretched out, nails were driven into the 
wood through the palms of his hands, and the tender part 
of his feet. A label was then affixed over his head, whereon 
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was written, " Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jews," 
a title which gave great offence to the priests. In this 
state he was raised up hetween heaven and earth, a 
spectacle to angels and to men, while the blood flowed in 
streams from his temples, his hands, and his feet, and his 
erery nerve was racked with agony. 

It might have been expected that the sight of so much 
suffering would have excited pity in the breasts of the 
beholders; but no : 

His radious head with shameful thorns they tear, 
His tender back with bloody whips they rent, 

His side and heart they furrow with a spear, 
His hands and feet with riving nails they tent ; 
And, as to disentrail his soul they meant. 

They jolly at his grief, and make their game, 

His naked body to expose to shame. 

That all might come to see, and ail might see that came. 

GiLBS Flbtcher. 

They mocked him in his last agonies, and taunted him 
with assuming the character of the Messiah, again fulfill- 
ing a prophecy concerning him, spoken by the Psalmist: 
'^ All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out 
the lip, tibey shake the head, saying. He trusted on the 
Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, 
seeing he delighted in him." 

Nor was it the beholders at the foot of the cross alone 
that treated the sufferer with derision : so generally was 
he " despised and rejected of men," that even one of the 
thieves who was suffering by his side joined in the 
burden of their reproach. Not so, however, did the other; 
he, touched by Divine grace, reproved his companion, 
acknowledging the justice of their punishment, and the 
innocency of Jesus; and so convinced was he of the divi- 
nity of Christ, that he addressed him as his sovereign 
Lord. He cried, " Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom ;" and Jesus replied, " Verily, I say 
unto thee, This day shalt thou be with me in paradise :" 
and there, doubtless, he now sings the triumphs of his 
Saviour. 
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We have seen that at the heginning of the sorrows of 
oar Lord, all forsook him; yet there weve some who yen- 
tured to follow a£ax off, and even to stand beneath his 
cross. These attached fiiends were pious women, among 
whom was his mother, and the apostle John. As they 
stood weeping, our Lord observed them, and though he 
was almost at the point of death, he spake a few words, 
in which he expressed the most a£^tionate regard for 
them. To John, indeed, as a dying bequest, he com- 
mended his mother, enjoining both him and her, hence- 
forth to condder each other in the endearing relation of 
parent and child : thus demonstrating, even in death, a 
strength of benoTolence, unexampled, and divine. 

Shortly after this, a supernatural darkness overspread 
the earth, which lasted from twelve at noon to three. 
This was an awful phenomenon, and one which denoted 
the Divine wrath against sin. It was also an emblem of 
Ihat edipse our Saviom: was suffering, when, amidst his 
fearful agonies, !he exclaimed, ^ My God, my Grod, why 
hast thou forsaken me T a sentence which David ha^ 
uttered as prophetical of ike event. After this, Jesus, 
knowing that almost all the prophecies ccme^ning him 
were fulfilled, to complete the only one remaining unac- 
complished while in life, exclaimed, " I thirst," assured 
that, according to the |nrediction, they would offer him 
vinegar. They did so ; one of the severs filling a sponge 
with vinegar, wrapping it about with l^ssop, aod putting 
it on a reed, reached it to his lips that he might drink ; 
but, after tasting it, he refused. And now, his Father's 
wrath being appeased, his sacrifice accepted, and man 
saved, he said, ^^ It is finished ;" and bowing his head, he 
commended his spirit into his Father s hands, and expired. 

At that instant all nature was agitated; the heavens 
were covered with darkness, the sun seemed ezased finon 
the firmament, the earth shook to her foundations, the 
rocks rent, the graves opened, and many saints arose aad 
appeared to their friends ; while the vnl which parted tiw 
Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple, was seat ia 
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twain. These miracles terrified the spectators; thejhad 
been instant with loud voices to hare him crucified, they 
had come thither to indulge their enmity by witnessing his. 
sufferings, but they were now convinced of his innocence, 
and they returned to l^e city pensive and silent, with 
downcast eyes, and filled with the most bitter remorse. 
The very Gentile soldiers, bold as they w«e before, were 
alarmed, and were obliged to confess, that '' this was the 
Son of God/' 

The wise philosopher cried all aghast, 

'^ The God of nature surely languished ;** 
The sad GeatKrion cried out as fast, 

^' The Son of God, the Son of God was dead.*' 
The headlong Jew hung down his pensive head. 
And homewards fared ; and ever as he went 
He smote bis hreast, half desperately health 
The very woods and beasts, did seem his death lament. 

GiLBS Flstchxb. 

But the Pharisees and priests still. remained vnalFected. 
In the midst of these portentous signs of l^e wrath of 
Heaven, they came to Pilate to request him to cause the 
body to be removed on that day, because the Paschal 
festival, which fell on the Jewish Sabbath, w«s to be cele- 
brated on the morrow, and no body might, according to 
the Jewish law, remain on the cross during that festival. 
At the same time they begged that the legs of the crucified 
might be broken, in (urder to ensure a speedy death. Pilate 
acceded to their requests, and soldiers were accordingly 
sent for that purpos; but Scripture had said, "A bone 
of him shall not be broken," nor did it £ul ; the soldiers 
came, and finding he was . abeady dead, they disobeyed 
their command. One of them, howerer, pierced his side 
with a spear, and a miraeulous e£fusion of blood and water 
issued from the wound. This deed fulfilled another 
portion of Scripture, which saith, ^' They shall look oa him 
whom they pieroed." 

It was the custom of the Jews to cast out tilie bodies 
of those who had sufiered upon, the cross as unw<»thy of 
inlerment; but our Lord, though he su&zed ihns igmmi* 
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nionsly, though he suffered as a transgressor, was, as 
ancient prophecy foretold, to make his grave with the 
rich in his death. Agreeably to this, Joseph of Arimathea, 
a man possessed of wealth and influence, regardless of the 
hatred he might incur by the action, came to Pilate and 
solicited the body of Jesus. His request was granted, and 
assisted by Nicodemus he embalmed it and laid it in a 
new tomb, which he in his own garden had hewn out 
of a rock, and had prepared for his own interment; ^' and 
he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre." 

The death and burial of our Lord are very minutely 
recorded by the evangelists, that the proofs of his resurrec- 
tion might not be disputed, nor have we their testimony 
alone. The very malignity of the Jews concur in establish- 
ing this fundamental doctrine of our most holy religion; 
they, remembering that Jesus had said that he would rise 
again in three days, came to Pilate, and informing him of 
the prediction, requested a military guard to watch his 
resting-place, which was granted; and that they might 
not be imposed upon by any collusion between the guard 
and his friends, they affixed a seal to the stone at the 
sepulchre; but all their art, all their precaution, and all 
their malice was in vain. At the dawn of the fii^t day of 
the week 

Majestical he roee : trembled the earth ; 

The ponderous gate of stone was rolled away ; 

The keepers fell, the angel^ awe-struck, sunk 

Into mvisibility, while forth 

The Saviour of the world walked and stood 

Before the sepulchre, and viewed the clouds 

Empurpled glorious by the rising sun. — Graham. 

The soldiers when they beheld these wonders fled into the 
city, carrying the information to their employers, and these 
wicked men, finding the prediction literally fulfilled, 
assembled the Sanhedrim, and gave the guard a large 
sum of money to declare that his disciples came by 
night and stole him away whilst they slept, an inven- 
tion as weak as it was malicious; for if they were slum- 
bering, they could not tell by what means he had left 
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the grave. But the evidence of the resurrection of our 
Lord rests not on one or two circumstances; the same 
morning it was made known by angels to those pious 
women that had wept at the foot of his cross, and who 
now came at the dawn of day to weep over his grave. 

These carried the glad tidings to his disciples, and they 
were soon convinced of the reality by his appearance. On 
this occasion one of the disciples named Thomas was not 
present, and when informed of it he was so incredulous, 
that he declared he would not believe unless he should see 
liis wounds, and be permitted to thrust his hand into his 
side. His doubts were, however, quickly removed; Jesus 
again appeared to his disciples, and Thomas being with 
them, no longer faithless, exclaimed in wonder and adora- 
tion, " My Lord and my God." Soon after this he ap- 
peared to some of his disciples when fishing on the Sea 
of Tiberias, and partook of an entertainment with 
them. He then appeared to James, then to the eleven, 
and finally to five hundred brethren at once on a moun- 
tain in Galilee, the greater part of whom were alive in the 
days of the Apostle Paul. 

And now the last and most public manifestation of our 
Saviour was at hand. Forty days after his resurrection he 
appeared to the apostles at Jerusalem, at which time he 
gave them particular instructions concerning their mission. 
He directed them to wait at Jerusalem till they were 
endued with the Holy Ghost, and then to go forth and 
preach the Gospel to every creature imder heaven, ''' bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." Thus conversing with them he 
led them to the Mount of Olives, and when he had arrived 
there he lifted up his hands and blessed them ; and he had 
no sooner given them his benediction, than ^' he was parted 
from them, and carried up into heaven." 

Idft up your heads ye everlasting gates 
And give the King of glory to come in ; 
Who is the King of giory ? He who left 
His throne of glory for the pang of death ; 
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Lift up your heads ye everiasting gates, 

And give the King of glory to come in; 

Who is the King of glory ? He who slew 

The ravenous foe that gorged all haman race ! 

The King of glory, he whose glory filled 

Heaven with amazement at his love to man, 

And with Divine complacency beheld 

Powers most illmnined wildered in the theme. — ^YotrNG. 

In heaven our Saviour now liveth to make intercession for 
us, and to dispense those gifts which he purchased by his 
sufferings, the gifts of grace here, and glory hereafter, to all 
that come unto God by him. Yet once again vdll he 
appear on earth, not indeed as a wanderer clothed in 
mortal flesh as before, but with the world flaming beneath 
his feet, he shall come, in all the majesty of heaven, as the 
Judge of all mankind. 

From Adam* to his youngest heir 

Not one shall 'scape that mnster-roU ; 

Each, OS if he alone were there, 

Shall stand, and win or lose his souL 

These from the Judge's presence go 

Down into everlasting woe ; 

Vengeance hath barred the gates of hell, 

The scenes within no tongue can tell. 

But lo ! far off the righteous pass 
To glory from the King's right-hand. 

In silence, on the sea of glass. 

Heaven's numbers without number stand. 

While He who bore the cross lays down 

His priestly robe and victor crown ; 

The mediatorial reign complete. 

All tilings are put beneath his feet. 

Then every eye in him shall see 

(While thrones and powers before him fall,) 
The fulness of the Deity, 

Where God himself is all in all. 
Oh ! how eternity shall ring 
With the first note the ransomed sing ! 
While in that strain all voices blend. 
Which once begun shall never end. — ^Montoombrt 
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When thou, who in doubt and in danger hadst been 

Devoted and firm to his side, 
Wert false to thy Lord in the last awful scene, 

And his name and his sorrows denied. 
He pitied thy weakness, and pardoned thy fears, 

His last look was mercy to thee ; 
But oh ! in that moment, how bitter thy tears, 

How deep would thy penitence be ! 

And thus when the storms of temptation arise, 

And the light of his glory is veiled. 
When the foe of the righteous exults in his pride. 

And the faith of the Christian has failed, — 
Like thee, if repentant the Saviour we seek. 

Oh ! still shall his grace be as free ; 
Nor will he condemn a believer morie weak. 

For a crime which he pardoned in thee. — Dale. 



Suffered Martyrdom, A.D. 65. 



One of the strongest proofs of the Divine origin of the 
Christian religion is, that it was promulgated and estab- 
lished by the labours of a few unlettered individuals, men 
utterly destitute of acquirements in themselves necessaiy 
for the establishment of a new system; and this proof is 
stronger when we consider that they were men, who in 
common with the Jewish nation tenaciously held the 
opinion that the Messiah was come to erect a temporal 
kingdom, and who, when our Lord predicted his and their 
sufferings, but for the power of God manifested over them, 
would, as others did, have forsaken his service. We see, 
therefore, that man was only the instrument in the hands 
of God in establishing Christianity. Among the most 
noted of these favoured men was Simon Peter, a native of 
Bethsaida, a town on the western shore of the lake of: 
Gennesareth. The trade of Peter was that of a fisherman, 
aad he had a brother named Andrew, associated with hun 
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in his own occupation; their father's name was Jonas. It 
was at the inyitation of his hrother that he first came to 
Jesus ; Andrew was a disciple of the Baptist, and hearing 
that holy man point out Jesus as ^the Lamb of God 
which taiketh awaj^ the sin of the world," he helieyed and 
communicated the glad tidings to Peter, and brought him 
to the Saviour. At this first introduction, our Lord, fore- 
seeing the fortitude he would exercise in the dispensing of 
the Word of life, honoured him with the name of Cephas, 
or Peter, which signifies a rock or stone. From this time 
the brothers became the disciples of Jesus, and often 
attended him; notwithstanding thej followed their trade 
of fishing occasionally, till called to a more regular at- 
tendance to become '^ fishers of men." When our Lord also 
chose twelve of his disciples to be constantly with him and 
to be his apostles, Peter and Andrew were enrolled in 
that number, and the former stood first in the evangelical 
enumeration ; not indeed that he held any superiority of 
power over the rest, for the apostles were all equal in rank, 
and enjoyed equal privileges one with the other. 

About this time Peter had left Bethsaida, and had gone 
to reside at Capernaum with his wife, supposed to have 
been a native of that town; and Jesus, after he took up his 
ordinary residence at that place, abode with him: this was 
a high honour conferred upon him, and one which would 
intimate that he was a favourite with his Master. 

After Peter was made an apostle, he manifested, on 
many occasions, the strongest faith in Jesus, as the Mes~ 
siah, and displayed extraordinary zeal in his service. 
Thus, when Jesus came to his disciples, walking on the 
sea, and they were affrighted, supposing that they saw a 
spirit, Peter, on discovering who it was, said, " Lord, if it 
be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water," assured 
that he should be safe. Nevertheless, at this time, when 
he felt the watery element give way to the impress of his 
feet, his fiiith failed him, and he cried out, " Lord, save 
me." The hand of his Master was soon stretched forth to 
his aid, and as he succoured him he uttered this gentle 
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reproof, — "O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt?" The next day, when our Lord was discoursing 
in the synagogue at Capernaum, his doctrine was so diffi- 
cult to human nature, and taught truths so contrary to the 
general expectation, that numbers forsook him. On this 
occasion he asked the twelve, " "Will ye also go away?" 
Peter answered, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God." 
To the same effect Peter replied to our Saviour's ques- 
tions concerning the opinion the nation at large, and 
themselves individually, entertained of him; and he was 
declared blessed on account of his faith. On this occasion, 
also, our Saviour uttered that passage which the church 
of Rome adduces as the authority for her claim to infal- 
libility, and the supremacy <of her pontiff as Peter's suc- 
cessor : " Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." As the 
same power was conferred on all the disciples at a later 
date, the answer our Lord made was evidently designed for 
all, without distinction, with this exception, — that Peter 
was to be the first, who, after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, should preach the Gospel both to the Jew and the 
Gentile, which he accordingly did. 

It would appear that Peter, with James and John, lived 
in peculiar habits of intimacy with the Saviour, receiving 
various marks of favour at his hands. With them he 
was admitted to witness the resurrection of the daughter 
of Jairus; with them in the Mount he beheld the transfi- 
guration; and with them he accompanied Jesus to the 
garden of Gethsemane, where he displayed great fervour 
and zeal for his Divine master. He cut off the ear of the 
servant of the high priest when the armed band came to 
apprehend him, and yet, notwithstanding the favours he 
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Iiad received^ and the zeal he liad displayed, as soon as 
Jesas suffered himself to he hound hy the soldiers, and he 
saw that persecution awaited him, he, with the rest of the 
disciples, filled with alarm, forsook him and fled. Nor 
was this all; from a lingering spirit of mingled curiosity 
and affection, he followed him afar o£^ and even ventured 
into the palace of the high priest to witness the trial* 
Here, as he was warming himself hy the Are among the 
officers, three several times he denied that he had any 
knowledge of the man, and had the daring to £^peaL to 
heaven for the truth of his assertions. But he soon 
repented. As he uttered his last denial, the cock crew, 
and his Master, looking upon him with an eye of pity, he 
recalled his former words to mind, ^^ Before i^e cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out and 
wept hitterly." 

The tears of Peter were the tears of genuine repent- 
ance, and he received a gracious pardon; and to testify his 
aoeeptance of the fallen apostle, his Lord, after his resurrec- 
tion, ordered the women to carry the tidii^ of his resur- 
rection to Peter hy name, and he appeared to him hefore 
he showed himself to any other of his apostles. At ano- 
ther time, also, when he appeared to them hy the lake of 
Tiherias, he displayed his affection for Peter, after he had 
made trial of his sincerity, by conflrmii^ him in the apo&- 
t(dic office, and by giving him a special commission to feed 
his heritage. At this time, also, our Lord predicted the 
manner of death by which he ^ould glorify €rod; he was 
to be a martyr. And yet, with martyrdom before his eyes, 
Peter from that time faltered not in his faith, nor slack- 
ened his zeal in the cause of his Master. 

That Peter was one of the chief of the apostles, his con- 
duct proved. Soon after our Saviour's ascension, in a 
munerous assembly of the apostles and brethren, Peter 
leocnnmended that one should be diosen to flU up the 
faoancy occodoned by the apostasy of Judas. His advioe 
was accepted, and, upon lots being cast, Matthias was 
diosen, and was numbered with the eleven apostles. At 
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the feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost descended 
upon the apostles and disciples, Peter stood up, and, in 
the name of his brethren, gare the multitude an account 
of the miracle, and yindicated himself and them from the 
aspersion east upon them that '^thej were filled with 
wine ;" and so convincing were his arguments, so effective 
his inspired eloquence, that three thousand souls on that 
occasion were added to the number of believers. 

Some days after this, Peter and John, going up to the 
temple to prayer, a man, who had been a cripple from 
his birth, sitting at the gate thereof, asked alms ; Peter told 
him that he possessed neither gold nor silver, but, in the 
name of Jesus, he charged him to rise and walk, and, in 
an instant, he was cured. This miracle drew an admirii^ 
crowd round the apostles, and Peter informed them that 
it was not by their own powers, but by the influence of 
Jesus Christ, whom they had lately crucified, but who had 
arisen and ascended to glory, that they had performed the 
deed. He then showed them that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, that if they believed not in him, they should perish, 
and that €rod had sent him to bless them in turning them 
from their iniquities. This discourse produced the con- 
version of five thousand. 

But though they had thus attested their mission, at 
eventide, by the command of the Sanhedrim, the apostles 
were cast into prison, and the next day they were exa- 
mined toudiing the cure performed. Having now lost all 
fear of man, Peter boldly declared that it was performed 
by the authority and power of Christ, whom they slew, 
but whom God had raised ^m the dead. The council, 
knowing that they were unlearned men, were astoniahed 
at their wisdom, but they were not convinced ; they 
charged them to preach no more in the name of Jesus. 
The apostles, however, appealed to them whether they 
ought not to obey God rather than man ; and, after further 
threatenings, they were allowed to depart, and returned 
to their brethren, who, with them, with one heart ai>d 
voice, praised €U>d, and prayed for strength to continue the 
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work in whicli they were engaged; and while thej yet 
prayed, the Holy Ghost descended upon them in a mira- 
culous manner in answer to their petitions. 

In this early age of Christianity, it was usual for rich 
converts to sell their estates and give the apostles the 
money to he expended in deeds of charity. Among the 
rest, one Ananias and his ^vife sold theirs, hut kept back 
part of the price. This fraud Peter detected, and, charging 
them with it separately, they affirmed they had not receired 
more than the sum they had given the apostles, for which 
falsehood they were both seized with instant death. This 
awful event tended to increase the reputation of the cha- 
racter of the apostles with the multitude ; but it had no 
such effect upon the Sanhedrim. They were the more 
enraged, and again cast Peter and John into prison. They 
were, however, released by an angel, and they returned to 
preach in the courts of the temple. This being made 
known to the council, they were again apprehended and 
reminded of the previous charge given them not to preach; 
but Peter now replied, that they would obey God rather 
than man, and fearlessly charged them with the murder of 
the Messiah, and asserted that, notwithstanding their 
wickedness, he was exalted to be " a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." 
This so provoked the Sanhedrim, that, but for the wise 
reasonings of Gamaliel, one of their number, they would 
have put them to death, but diverted thereby from their 
fatal purpose, they chastised them and set them at liberty. 
And so zealous were the apostles in their mission, that 
they departed, rejoicing that they were considered worthy 
to suffer for their crucified Redeemer. 

Soon after this, a general persecution commenced against 
the church, in which Stephen suffered martyrdom. This 
had the effect of dispersing the disciples ; but it was so 
ordered by the good providence of God as to be the means 
of diffusing the Gospel in the neighbouring countries, 
thus fulfilling the prophecy, " Out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." The 
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words was preached with so much success in Samaria by 
Philip, that Peter and John went thither, to confirm the 
converts in their most holy faith. When they had 
preached throughout Samaria, peace being again restored 
to the church, the two apostles returned to Jerusalem; 
and Peter went from thence on a visit to those places 
where Christianity had spread during the time of the per- 
secution. At Lydda he miraculously cured Eneas of a 
palsy he had been afflicted with eight years ; and at Joppa, 
a neighbouring town, he restored a disciple to life named 
Tabitha, or Dorcas, by which many were convinced of the 
truth of the doctrines he preached, and were converted to 
the Christian faith. Hitherto the labours of the apostles 
had been confined exclusively to the Jewish nation, but 
now they were to commence the work among the Gentiles. 
While at Joppa, Peter was instructed by a vision, that the 
separation between the Jew and Gentile was at an end, and 
that all the human race was henceforth to look to one com- 
mon Saviour for their salvation. This vision was repeated 
thrice, and as Peter was musing upon its meaning, it was re- 
vealed to him that three men sought him, and he was com- 
manded to go with them, nothing doubting, for God had sent 
them. These messengers soon arrived, and informed him 
that Cornelius, a devout centurion, had sent for him, to 
instruct him in the way of life, and that he was instigated 
thereto by an angel; Peter accordingly went, and as 
he entered the house, Cornelius met him with a lowly 
obeisance ; but homage is due to God alone, and so Peter 
taugh thy his conduct ; taking him by the hand, he exclaimed, 
" Stand up ; I myself also am a man." When Peter came 
into the house, he found a great number collected together 
to hear his words ; accordingly, after he had explained to 
them the change which had just been wrought in his 
mind by the vision, and had heard from the lips of Cor- 
nelius the reason why he had sent for him, he instructed 
them in the principles of the Christian religion ; and while 
he was yet preaching the doctrine of remission of sins 
through a crucified Saviour, the Holy Spirit descended 
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upon all the Oentile congr^ation. This so convinced 
Peter, that, turning to his brethren of the circumcision, 
ivho had accompanied him thither, he asked, '' Can any 
man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we T and none 
urging an objection to his proposal, he straightway com- 
manded the whole household ^4o be baptized in the name 
of the Lord." 

But if the disciples with Peter were convinced that the 
work among the Gentiles was of God, not so were those 
at Jerusalem; they still adhered to the Jewish prejudice, 
that they were to hold no communion with other nations. 
When therefore Peter returned, they contended with him, 
saying, ^Thou wentest in to men uncireumcised, and 
didst eat with them ;'* Peter, however, gave them such an 
explicit relation of the extraordinary circumstances that 
actuated his conduct, and his preaching produced such an 
eflPect, that their murmurings were silenced, and they 
" glorified God, saying. Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life." Yes, — 

Thus saith the Lord, — My Church, to thee^ 

Peace, like a river, I will send ; 
The Gentiles, in a stream shall see 

My mercy flowing without end. 

The isles that never heard my fame, 

Nor knew the glory of my might, 
Th^ shall he taught to fear my name ; 

—-Called out of darkness into light. 

And it shall come to pass, that vows 

From Sahbath unto Sabbath day ; 
From moon to moon, in mine own house, 

All nations, tribes, and tongues, shall pay. 

MONTGOMERV. 

For some time the church had enjoyed rest iirom all 
her enemies round about, but the enmity of the human 
heart against the Gospel still remained the same, and about 
the end of the reign of Caligula it displayed itself anew. 
Herod Agrippa, grandson of Herod the Ghreat, caused the 
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apostle James, the son of Zebedee, to be beheaded, and 
seeing that the deed, cruel and unjust as it ivas, pleased 
the Sanhedrim, he took Peter, and cast him into pri- 
son, intending, after the passover, to bring him forth to 
the Jews, and if they thought fit, to put him to death also. 
But no arm stretched forth to the hurt of the serrants of 
God can smite, unless he gives permission, and so Herod 
found. The apostle was secured with irons, and was kept 
between two soldiers ; but on the night before his intended 
execution, an angel struck o£F his chains, opened the prison 
doors, and set the captive firee. This so exasperated Herod^ 
that he caused the guard to be put to death- a cruel deed 
and one for which, by the Divine judgment, he suffered a 
miserable death soon after, in the midst of his flattering 
courtiers. 

Nothing further is recorded of the apostle Peter, till the 
meeting of the council at Jerusalem, which was held on 
purpose to decide a controversy concerning the circum- 
cision of the Gentile converts. At this meeting, if Peter 
had been possessed of any superiority over his brethren, 
it certainly would have been (Usplayed ; but no symptoms 
of it appear in the narrative ; in common with Barnabas 
and Paul he bore testimony that God had granted by him 
the Word of life unto the Gentiles, and gave it as his 
opinicm that since God had made no difference between 
the Jew and the G^tile, they ought not to impose upon 
them, the yoke of the ceremonial law. To this the coun- 
cil agreed, and their decision was given by James in these 
remarkable words : ^ Wherefore my s^itence is, that we 
trouble not them, which, from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God." 

About this time, Peter, and James, and John gave the 
right-hand of fellowship to Paul, and agreed that he should 
preach chiefly to the Gentiles ; after which Peter travelled 
to Antioch, the capital of Pisidia ; here at first he asso- 
ciated with the Gentile converts, but some coming from 
Jerusalem, who still adhered to the rites of Judaism, he 
separated himself from them, and had well ni^ seduced 
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Barnabas into the same line of conduct. For this deed, Paul 
sharply contended with him, charging him with dissimu- 
lation, and practically contradicting the very speech he had 
uttered in the council; which rebuke was received by 
Peter with the deepest humility. 

Peter wrote two inspired Epistles to the Jews of the dis- 
persion ; the first was designed to comfort them and to 
confirm them in their faith, amidst their fiery trials and 
persecutions, to direct them how to hear the word of God, 
how to act in their several stations, both civil and religious, 
and to caution them against the insurrections fomented 
by their countrymen against the Roman government ; the 
second epistle, which was written a little before his death, 
inculcates their cultivation of virtue, their watching against 
false teachers and apostasy from the truth, and to live a 
holy and unblameable life, as in the perspective of the 
ruin of their nation, and of the last judgment : other 
writings have also been ascribed to Peter, but without 
good authority. 

Nothing more is recorded of Peter in the Sacred His- 
tory ; Origen says he is supposed to have visited and to 
have preached to the Jews of the dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Asia ; and Eusebius 
asserts that he visited Rome, where his labours were emi- 
nently successful, in opposing Simon Magus, who had 
procured to himself divine honours in that city. Thus 
much only, however, can be relied on for truth, that he suf- 
fered martyrdom during the first persecution, under Nero, 
with his head downward, himself desiring it might be so, 
deeming himself unworthy to suffer in the same position with 
his beloved Master. Thus died Peter, the most zealous 
of all the apostles ; and now, though once he forsook and 
denied his Master, through that grace which he so ardently 
and so effectually preached, both to the Jew and the Gen- 
tile, he has entered into his rest ; has sat down, as his 
Lord foretold he should, with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. There may we seek to 
enter, that we may enjoy the same high pleasures which 



d by Google 



ST. PETER. 349 

he doth in common with all the redeemed. How great 
those joys are, no ear hath heard, no tongue can tell, for 

How can such joy as this want words to speak ? 

And yet what words can speak such joy as this ? 
Far from the world, that might their quiet break. 
Here the glad souls the face of beauty kiss. 
Poured out in pleasure on their beds of bliss ; 
And, drunk with nectar torrents, ever hold 
Their eyes on him, whose graces manifold. 
The more they do behold, the more they would behold. 

Their sight drinks lovely fires in at their eyes, 
Their brain sweet incense with fine breath accloys. 

That on God*s sweating altar burning lies ; 
Their hungry ears feed on the heavenly noise, 
That angek sing, to tell their untold joys ; 

Their understanding naked truth, their wUls 

The all and self-sufficient goodness fills. 

That nothing here is wanting, but the want of ills. 

No sorrow now hangs clouding on their brow. 

No bloodless malady empales their face. 
No age drops on their hairs his silver snow, 
No nakedness their bodies doth embase. 
No poverty themselves and their's disgrace. 
No fear of death the joy of life devours. 
No unchaste sleep their precious time deflowers. 
No loss, no grief, no change, wait on their winged hours. 

Giles Flbtchefu 
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Straying by temples, towen, and shrines, 
W hidi ye with votive offerings crown, 

An altar stood before mine eyes, 
Raised, Tothb Gk>D Unknown. 

Whom ye unknowing fall before, 

The Eternal One, I now proclami ; 

Found in no temple niade with hands, 
His works decbire his name. 

He bade this goodly frame exist. 
He fixed the burning lamps on high ; 

The Heavens confess him Lord of Ally 
Lord of Eternity. 

We are his offspring, fruit divine ; 

By what device, what sculpture spell. 
Can we th* undreamed-of glory show. 

Of GrOD InVISIBLB. 

'Midst mental gloom He saw ye grope, 

Bewildered, blind, impenitcoit ; 
A call to truth's deserted path. 

He hath by Jesus sent. 

From Heaven the glorious Judge came down, 

Patient he was, enduring, lowly ; 
He fell, but burst death's bands, and sought 

The throne of the Most Holy. — J. W. Dalby. 



Suffered Martyrdom, about a. d. 65. 



The Almighty, in choosing instruments to promote his 
cause in the world, calls, not alone the pious, who love his 
name and his employ ; no, he can press his most hitter foe 
into his sevice ; he can change the most furious perse- 
cutor of his church into its most zealous advocate. Such 
was the apostle Paul, whose conversion and future con- 
duct may he adduced as an evidence of the Christian 
religion. This illustrious character, whose original name 
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was Saul, was bom of Jewish parents at Tarsus, a city of 
Cilicia, a place noted for its academy, and for the privi- 
leges conferred thereon bj Julius Oesar and Augustus, 
and the natives of which enjoyed the honours and immu- 
nities of Roman citizens. Here he received his early 
education, after which he was sent to Jerusalem, where he 
had for his tutor the celebrated doctor, Gramaliel, under 
whom he acquired a knowledge of the law, the traditions 
of the elders, and the principles of the Pharisees, to which 
sect he was ardently attached. While, however, he was 
engaged in the pursuit of learning, in accordance with the 
custom of the Jews, he was employed also in acquiring 
the knowledge of a trade, which was that of a tent-maker. 
In his speech before Agrippa, the apostle speaks 
of his early life, as a pattern of morality ; "After the 
most straitest sect of our religion, I lived a Pharisee." 
But if with the Pharisee he was renowned for his mor^ recti- 
tude of conduct, he was equally renowned with them for 
his enmity to Jesus and his followers ; the very first notice 
we have of him is in the narrative of the martyrdom of 
Stephen, to whose death he was consenting, and at which 
he was taking the conspicuous part of keeping the raiment 
of the murderers ; and soon after this tragic scene, having 
obtained a commission from the high priest, we find him 
travelling to Damascus, on the same daring errand, re- 
solved to bring all the believers he could find, whether men 
or women, bound unto Jerusalem. But he was stopped 
in his career ; as he journeyed onward, full of fury against 
those he sought, a supernatural light at noon, surpassing 
the brightness of the sun, shone upon him, and, filled with 
alarm, he fell prostrate on the earth. As he thus lay, a 
voice addressed him, saying, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?" this increased his alarm, and, desirous of 
knowing the meaning of the vision, he asked, " Who art 
thou, Lord ?" and the voice replied, " I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest." The sound of the name of Jesus, which, 
but a few minutes before, would have aroused his indigna- 
tion, now seems to have levelled his pride and bigotry to 
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the yeiy dust ; in profound humility h€ now asked, '* Lord, 
what wilt thou hare me to do ?" in reply to which, he 
received a command to arise and go into the city, where 
he should receive further instructions. This command he 
attempted to obey, but when he arose from the earth he 
found that a miracle, in righteous judgment, had been 
wrought upon him, — ^he was blind; his companions, there- 
fore, led him into the city, where he continued in prayer 
and fasting three days. At the end of that time one 
Ananias was directed by a vision to go into such a house, 
where he would find Said of Tarsus. This good man having 
heard of the deeds of the furious persecutor, and of the 
fatal commission he had received, was afraid to obey the 
command ; but his fears were soon dispelled, it was re- 
vealed to him that Saul was a chosen vessel, to bear the 
name of Jesus '^ before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel ;" Ananias accordingly went, and enter- 
ing into the house, said, *' Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost." It happened as he said, and 
the new convert after having been baptized, went forth 
and preached in the synagogues that Jesus, whom once 
he persecuted, is the Son of God. This sudden change 
in the conduct of Paul astonished the people of Damascus, 
and many doubted his sincerity ; but he every day increased 
in spiritual strength, and was soon able to repel all the 
Jewish arguments, enforcing his own with such irresistible 
evidence, that they were not able to confute the proofs he 
adduced of Jesus being the Messiah. 

The apostle seems to have laboured in Damascus three 
years after his conversion ; at the end of that time, en- 
raged with the success he met with, the Jews laid a design 
against his life; the disciples, however, discovered the 
plot, and conveyed him by night out of the city, and he 
returned to Jerusalem. His first object here was to join 
the Christian church, but remembering his former cha- 
racter, its members shunned him, till Bivnabas bore testi- 
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mony to Ids zeal, and the success he had met with in 
preaching the Gospel. After which he preached the truth 
at Jerusalem, and he so signalized himself in all disputes 
-with the Jews, that plots were again laid against his life, 
but the brethren conveyed him to Tarsus, the place of his 
birth. Here he was joined by Barnabas, whom he now 
accompanied to Antioch, where their imited labours were 
eminently successful. 

After Paul had been at Antioch about a year, some that 
had the gift of prophecy came thither by the appointment 
of the church, and one of them named Agabus, by revela- 
tion foretold that a famine would spread throughout the 
empire : this came to pass in the reign of the emperor 
Claudius, and the believers at Antioch raised large contri* 
butions for their brethren in Judea, which were sent to 
Jerusalem by the hands of Barnabas and Paul. On their 
return they were set apart, by the Divine command, to the 
important work of preaching the Gospel among the Gen- 
tiles ; for which purpose they set out for Cilicia, from 
whence they sailed to Cyprus. Here, in the city of Paphos, 
they met with one Elymas, or Bar-jesus, the sorcerer, 
who, being intimate with Sergius Paulus, the governor, 
who was inclined to receive the doctrines they taught, did 
all he could to divert him from his purpose ; but after they 
had inflicted a miraculous punishment upon the impostor, 
that of blindness, the governor was converted to the faith. 

Having preached the Gospel .with much success in 
Cyprus, the apostles came to Perga, in Pamphylia, and 
from thence to Antioch, a city of Pisidia. Here, as they 
were in the synagogue on the Sabbath day, the elders 
desired them to deliver a discourse to the people, and in a 
long oration, Paul rehearsed the goodness of God towards 
the Hebrew nation, and proved that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah whom the prophets and the Baptist had foretold, and 
called upon them to believe in his name. This discourse 
made a deep impression upon the hearers, and they were 
solicited to discourse again on the next Sabbath; the 
request was complied with, and the synagogue was so^ 
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crowded with Gentiles, eager to hear the word of life, that 
the Jews were enraged thereat, and they contradicted the 
truth, and hlasphemed the name of Jesus ; hut their oppo- 
sition could not intimidate the apostles, they holdly de- 
clared that it was necessary, to fulfil the purposes of Crod, 
Ihat the Gospel should be first preached to them, but since 
they rejected it, they would now turn to the Gentiles, as 
the Lord had commanded them. This dedaiation was 
attended with the most pleasing results; the Gentiles 
gloiified the word of the Lord, and it was published with 
success through all that region ; but the Jews, eva: active 
in their opposition, preyailed upon the authorities to expel 
them from the country, and as they were driyen out, they 
shook off the dust of ^eir feet as a testimonyagainst them. 
The apostles now came to Iconium, where numbeEs, 
both Jews and Gentiles, were converted; here theyze- 
mained some time, confirming their mission by many 
miracles ; but here also they were persecuted by the Jews, 
and they were obliged to withdraw to Lystra. At this 
place they preached the Gospel, and while Paul was addres- 
sing his auditoiy, a lame man attracted his attention, and 
he healed him. This miracle so astonished the beholders, 
that, in their ignorance of the Almighty, they concluded 
that two of the superior gods had honoured them with a 
visit, and they gave Paul the name of Mercuxy, on account 
of his eloquence, and Barnabas the name of Jupiter, 
on account of his gravity. Nor was this all; in accordance 
with these ideas, the priests of Jupiter brought oxen 
adorned with garlands for a sacrifice to them ; the apostles, 
however, prevented them from carrying their idolatrous 
designs into execution ; they told them they were men like 
themselves, and entreated them to turn from such vanities^ 
to serve the living God. But the reverence of the Lystrians 
for the apostles did not long continue ; at the instigation 
of some unbelieving Jews, who came thither from Jeru- 
salem, and who had heard of the miracle, they stoned Paul, 
and dragging him out of the city, left; him for dead ; but 
his work was not yet done, and till it was, no foe could rob 
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hiin of life ; as the disciples stood round him he reyived, 
and Ihe next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe. 

After the apostles had preached the Gospel at Derbe, 
where many were converted to the £uth, they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch in Pisidia^ at which places 
they confirmed those they had before baptized, telling 
them they must suffer much tribulation before they entered 
into the kingdom of heaven. They then came to Pam- 
phylia, and haying preached at Pexga, they travelled to 
Attalia, from whence they came by sea again to Antioch, 
where they assembled the church, and related the wonde» 
God had wrou^t by their hands. 

About this time Paul and Barnabas were commissioned 
to go to Jerusalem, to sit at a council, called to settle a 
dispute which had arisen, touching the propriety of en- 
forcing the ceremonial law upon all Gentile converts. At 
this council the apostles related what God had wrought 
among the nations by them, from which ihey argued that 
they were called to be partakers of his grace, without the 
imposition of such conditions ; their testimony and their 
arguments convinced the council that the burden of the 
law was destroyed, and Paul and Barnabas, with two 
others, named Barsabas and Silas, were sent to Antioch 
and the adjacent churches with the letter and deed of the 
council to that effect. It was shortly after this that the 
apostle rebuked Peter for his unfaithfulness in this matter. 

A contention now arose between Paul and Bamabasi 
concerning the choice of a companion to accompany them 
in the visitation of the churches ; Barnabas insisted upon 
taking Mark, his cousin, and Paul as warmly insisted to 
the contrary, because he had deserted them on a former 
journey. This caused a separation ; Barnabas and Mark 
went to Cyprus, and Paul and Silas took their route 
towards Syria and Cilicia^ Whilst they sojourned at 
Derbe and Lystra, Paul met with a disciple named Timothy, 
whose father was a Greek and his mother a Jewess. This 
young Convert was held in great esteem at Lystra, and 
Paul af)»r cattfling him to be circumcised, that he might be 
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the more acceptable to the Jews, took him as his com- 
panion, and they travelled together to Lycaonia, Phiygia, 
and Oalatia, after which they came to Troas. At this 
place the apostle received the Diyine direction in a yision 
to go to Macedonia to preach the Gospel, and he imme- 
diately obeyed the call; he embarked with his company for 
the island of Samothracia, and crossing over to Neapolis 
proceeded to Philippi, the principal city in that part of 
Macedonia, and a Roman colony. Here they remained 
some days, and on the Sabbath they went to a house of 
prayer which the Jews had erected on the margin of the 
river, where they fonnd many women assembled, to whom 
they preached the Gospel, and Lydia, a native of Thyatira, 
with her whole household and many others were turned 
to the Lord, and were admitted into the Christian com- 
munion by baptism. At the house of Lydia, Paul and his 
companions, at her request, took up their abode. 

During their sojourn at Philippi, Paul expelled a demon 
from a young woman who had brought much gain to her 
masters by her divinations, for which deed they suffered 
persecution; her masters enraged at their loss, out of 
revenge, took Paul and Silas before the governors, accusing 
them of introducing a new religion, and without 
making any inquiry into the matter, the magistrates 
caused them to be scourged and thrown into prison. But 
they were not cast down, nor were they forsaken ; at mid- 
night Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God, and 
while yet their petitions and their notes ascended on high, 
God appeared for their deliverance; an earthquake shook 
th€f prison, the doors flew open, and their chains were 
loosed. The gaoler in his first alarm concluded that his 
prisoners were fled, and apprehensive of punishment would 
have laid hands upon himself. Paul, however, prevented 
it by telling him his prisoners were secure ; his fears now 
gave way to a feeling of reverence for his prisoners; calling 
for a light, he came trembling to them, and asked, '' What 
shall I do to be saved?" and being directed to Jesus as the 
Saviour, he and all his house were converted and baptized. 
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When the morning came the magistrates sent an order to 
the gaoler to set the apostles at Hberty, but Paul refused 
to depart thus secretly; he returned answer, that since 
thej had beaten and imprisoned Roman citizens uncon- 
demned, they should come and discharge them openly. 
At this reply the magistrates were alarmed, and came and 
begged pardon, and bringing them forth requested them to 
leave the city, to which the apostles consented, and saluting 
the brethren they departed for Thessalonica. 

At this place Paul preached three Sabbath days in a 
Jewish synagogue, and many, both Jews and Greeks, were 
conyerted. Neyertheless a f\uious persecution was raised 
against him, and he was conducted under the cover of 
night to Berea. At this place the Jews had also a syna- 
gogue, in which Paul preached a crucified Redeemer; and 
the Bereans, more noble than those of Thessalonica, were 
stirred up to search for the truth of what he" taught in the 
written word, the result of which inquiry was the conver- 
sion of many individuals of distinction. But they were 
again subjected to persecution, their enemies at Thessa- 
lonica followed them, and Paid withdrew to Athens. 

While waiting here for Silas and Timothy, he preached 
in the synagogue, and disputed with the Stoics and Epi- 
cureans, from whom he met with insult, and by whom 
he was accused before the court of Areopagus as one who 
sought to introduce a new system of religion ; but 
This hostile throng dismays him not, he seems 
As if no worldly object could inspire 
A terror in his soul ; as if the vision 
Which, when he journeyed to Damascus, shone 
From heaven, still swam before his eyes, 
Out-dazzling all things earthly; as if the voice 
That spake from out the effulgence, ever rang 
Within his ear, inspiring him with words 
Burning, majestic, lofty as his theme, — 
The resurrection, and the life to come. — Graham. 

In the defence Paul made, he observed, that as he passed 
by and saw their devotions, he found an altar with this 
inscription: "To the unknown God;" then proceeding in 
his discourse, he treated of the perfections of the Almighty, 
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and showed that he ooald not be fitly vepreMnted hj any 
image, graren by art or man's derice, in proof of which he 
qnoted a line from the poet Aratos, who wrote in Greek, and 
who was a native of Gilicia« The apostle then called them 
to repentance, telling them that Ood had appointed a day 
for judging the world by Jesus Christ who was raised from 
the dead. He had no sooner mentioned the resurrection 
from the dead than some of the philosophers ridiculed, and 
others said that they would hear him again on the subject 
IMonysius, howerer, one of his judges, Damans, a woman 
of rank, and other Athenians, were converted to the fiuth. 

Leaving this seat of learning Paul now came to Corinth, 
where he resided with Aquila and Priscilla, two Jewish 
converts who had recently left Italy in consequence of the 
decree of Claudius Ceesar, who had commanded all Jews 
to depart from Rome. With these, Paul that he might 
not be burdensome to the disciples, wrought at the trade 
he had learned. In this city he preached with so much 
success as to lay the foundation of a flourishing church, and 
here he was delivered from persecution by the temperance 
of Gallio the proconsul, who when he was brought before 
him charged with being the ringleader of a new sect, 
wisely determined that a magistrate had no business to 
interfere with men's private religious opinions, and ordered 
his accusers to be driven from the court. During his stay 
at Corinth, which was about eighteen months, the apostle is 
supposed to have written the two Epistles to the Thessalo- 
nians, and the Epistle to the C^atians. 

Paul accompanied by Aquila and Priscilla now went 
into Syria, and from thence to Ephesus, where his doctrine 
was well received. Entering into the synagogue he rea- 
soned so forcibly with the Jews on the subject of Jesus 
being the Christ, that they desired him to tarry longer 
with them. He however declined their invitation, pro- 
mising with the Divine permission that he would visit 
them at a future season ; he then went up to Jerusalem 
to the passover, after which he returned to Antioch. 

How long the apostle remained at Antioch we are not 
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isfonned; we find him, however, again on his trarels to 
spread the glad tidings of salvation. He now went into 
Galatia and Phiygia, where he confirmed the faith of the 
disciples, after which he went to Ephesus; where his 
Tisit, which was prolonged to a two years' residence, was 
attended with manj remarkahle events. Soon after his 
arrival he met with twelve Jews who had been baptized by 
John, but who were unacquainted with the out-pouring of 
the Holy Ghost ; these he baptized in the name of Jesus, 
and laying his hands upon them they received the gift of 
prophecy, and speaking with tongues. For three months 
he preached in the synagogue, alleging that Jesus is the 
Messiah, and that his reign had commenced; but finding 
the Jews obstinate, he taught daily in the school of one 
lyrannus, a Gentile; and his ministry was so efiicacious, 
that many were converted, and all the inhabitants of pro- 
consular Asia made acquainted with the word of Salvation. 

But we must not suppose that he met with no opposi- 
tion in his labours at Ephesus ; no, the success he met 
with alarmed the artists, and Demetrius, a man of con- 
siderable influence, who employed many men in making 
small silver shrines which were models of the celebrated 
temple of the Ephesian Diana, raised such an insurrection 
against him that it was with difficulty queUed, and from 
which himself and Gains and Aristarchus narrowly 
escaped with their lives. While at Ephesus Paul wrote 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, in which he vindicated 
his character against fidse teachers, and which was sent 
by Titus and Luke, the former of whom had given him 
the information. 

Soon after this transaction with Demetrius, the apostle 
taking leave of the disciples departed from Ephesus; 
passing through Troas in his way, he crossed the sea from 
thence to go into Macedonia, that he might visit the Phi- 
lippians, Thessalonians, and Bereans. Having discharged 
his apostolic duties in Macedonia, he resided in the country 
of Achaia, where he is supposed to have written his second 
Epistle to the Corinthians and the first to Timothy. 
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Not long after this he visited Ck)rinth, where he wrote 
hb Epistle to the Romans, in which he discoursed of the 
justification of sinners, answered the ohjections raised 
against the Gospel doctrine of justification, proved firom 
Moses and the prophets the calling of the Gentiles, the 
rejection of the Jews and their ^ture restoration, and 
gave the brethren at Rome many precepts and exhorta- 
tions suited to their particular circumstances. 

Having received the collection which the brethren «f 
Macedonia and Achaia had made for the poor in Judea, 
he took his route for Jerusalem through Macedonia, where 
either at Philippi or Neapolis he wrote his Epistle to Titus. 
Departing from thence he arrived at Troas, where he met 
with several brethren from different churches; here he con- 
tinued seven days, and on the first day of the week, as he 
was about to depart on the morrow, he preached the word 
of life. His discourse was protracted till .midnight, and a 
certain young man named Eutychus, overpowered with 
sleep, fell from the third story to the ground and was taken 
up dead. The apostle, however, embraced the youth, and 
by a miracle restored him to life; he then resumed his dis- 
course, and concluded by administering the sacrament. 

From Troas the apostle came to Miletus, to which place 
he sent for the elders of the church at Ephesus, whom he 
warned against the declensions of schismatics, and having 
exhorted them to patience and faithfulness, he prayed 
with them and took his leave of them ; their parting was 
very affectionate, they wept upon him and kissed him^ 
sorrowing that they should no more behold his fiice. 

After touching at Coos, and Rhodes, and Patara, the 
apostle landed at Tyre, from whence he went to Cesarea. 
During his stay at this place, Agabus, an eminent prophet, 
came down from Judea, and taking Paul's girdle, bound 
his own hands and feet, and said, " Thus saith the Holy 
Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that 
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of 
the Gentiles." This prophecy so distressed the disciples, 
that they earnestly entreated him ,not to pursue his jour- 
-^t; but all undaunted, he told them that he was ready not 
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only to be bound, but to die, at Jerusalem for tbe name of 
the Lord Jesus. Finding him resolved to follow the path of 
duty they ceased their entreaties, and resigned him into 
the hands of a gracious Providence, saying, '^ The will of 
the Lord be done;" after which he proceeded to Jerusalem, 
and abode with one Mnason, an old disciple. 

So blind is man to the contingencies of human life, that 
the means we devise for our i^ety frequently bring us 
into danger. The brethren at Jerusalem, anxious for his 
safety, knowing the prejudice many entertained against 
him as an enemy of the ceremonial law, advised him to 
unite with four others in the performance of a vow. Ao^ 
cordingly, the apostle the next day, after being legally 
purified, presented himself in the temple to signify the ac<- 
complishment of the days of purification, until an offering 
should be sacrificed for each according to the law of Moses; 
but he had no sooner appeared there, than some of the 
Jews from Lesser Asia cried«for help to apprehend him as 
one who had everywhere taught the abolition of the law, 
and had brought Greeks into the temple to defile it. So 
violent was the commotion among the people that they 
would have put him to death, had not Claudius Lysias the 
chief captain rescued him from their violence and conveyed 
him to the castle of Antonia, whither he was followed by 
the multitude. As he was about to be placed in confinement 
the apostle solicited leave to address the people, and being 
permitted, making a signal with his hand they listened to 
him with attention. He rehearsed to them in the Hebrew 
language his former zeal for the customs of the Jewish 
religion, and his former rage against the Christians, of 
which the Sanhedrim themselves were witnesses. He 
then proceeded to relate the manner of his conversion, and 
boldly avowed his commission to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles ; but he had no sooner made this declaration than 
the prejudice of the Jews was again awakened, and they 
drowned his voice with their clamorous demands for 
vengeance. The Roman, probably not understanding the 
purport of Paul's defence, and supposing from the violence 
of the Jews that he was a malefactor, commanded that h* 
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eonfesrion should be extorted bj scomging. Paul, how- 
erer, claiming the priyileges of a Roman citizen, escaped 
this treatment, and by passing a night in the fortreas, 
fonnd an asylum from the foty of his persecutors. 

The next morning the apostle was brought before the 
Sanhedrim, where he began his speech by affirming that 
he had alwajrs studied to lire blameless before Gk>d and 
man. This was considered by Ananias to be an insult to 
the council, and therefore he commanded those who stood 
near, to smite him on the mouth. To this, the intrepid 
apostle, knowing that it was contrary to the laws of his 
country, indignantly replied, *^ God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall : for sittest thou to judge me aflker the law, 
and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law T 
The bystanders hearing this, reproved him for railing 
against the high priest, on which he excused himself, by 
pleading ignorance of his office. He now proceeded 
in his discourse, and perceiving the assembly was com- 
posed of both Pharisees and Sadducees, he took advantage 
of the circumstance, by declaring that he was a Pharisee, 
and that he was called to account touching the hope and 
resurrection of the dead. This occasioned a dissension in 
the council : the Pharisees declared in his favour, while 
the Sadducees violently opposed them. In the midst of 
this confusion, Lysias, fearing some mischief would hap- 
pen to I^aul, caused him to be taken back to the castle. 
The same night the Lord appeared to him in a vision, and 
encouraged him, assuring him that he should live and be 
a witness to the truth at Borne. 

In the mean time, forty Jews had laid a plot for his 
destruction, binding themselves by an oath neither to eat 
nor drink till they had accomplished their purpose. To 
this project the rulers agreed, and in order to afford them 
an opportunity, promised they would solicit a further ex- 
amination ; but they were disappointed. The conspiracy 
was discovered by Paul's nephew, and he was sent by 
Lysias under guard to Felix, the governor at Cesarea. 

After Paul had been confined in Herod's judgment-hall 
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about fire days, Ananias the high priest, with the elders, 
and Tertullus an advocate, came down to Cesarea, to 
carry on a prosecution against him. Tertullus commenced 
his oration with a flattering address to Felix, and con- 
dnded bj accusing Paul with being the ringleader of a 
seditious Action, and with profaning the temple. The 
apostle haying permission to speak : — 

Dauntless he forward came, and looked aroimd. 
And raised his voice, at first in accents low, 
Yet clear. A whisper spread among the throng : — 
So when the thunder mutters, still the breeze 
Is heard at times to sigh ; but when the peal 
Tremendous, louder rolls, a silence dead 
Succeeds eaib. pause : — ^moveless the aspen leaf. 
Thus fixed and motionless, the listening band 
Of soldiers forward leaned, as from the man. 
Inspired of God, truth's awful thunders rolled. 
No more he feels upon his high-raised arm 
The ponderous chain, than does the playful child 
The bracelet formed of many a flowery link. 

The apostle so ably defended himself from the charges 
brought against him, that Felix dismissed his accusers, 
alleging that he must confer with the chief captain, ere 
he could decide the cause. In the mean time, he 
was sent for by the governor, to explain to him and 
Drusilla, (who was a Jewess,) the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel. The character of these persons, who were living in 
adultery, was not imknown to Paul, and he therefore 
addressed them in a manner most likely to impress their 
minds. Nor was he disappointed, for 

* k • 4 « While he reasoned high 

Of temperance, judgment, and the life to come, 

The judge shnuik trembling at the prisoner's voice.^— Graham* 

But conviction did not bring repentance ; Paul was dis- 
missed with the promise, that when a convenient season 
offered itself to hear him again, it should be embraced. 
That season, however, never arrived ; for though Felix 
often freely conversed with him, it was not upon the 
subject of religion, but in the hope of ohtaining a ransom 
for his release. 
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For two jean was Paul kept in cliains hy this avaricioas 
goremor : at the end of that time, Felix was succeeded 
in the goremment by Porcius Festus, on whose arriyal at 
Jerusalem, the Sanhedrim requested that Paul might be 
brought again for trial, designing his destruction by the 
way. The goremor, howerer, refused to examine him at 
any other place than Cesarea. To this place, therefore, 
the Jews again resorted with their accusations, all of 
which, the apostie answered to the goremor satis&ctorily : 
nereriheless, as it was his interest to please the Jews, he 
did so as i^ as he could. He demanded of Paul whether 
he would go to Jerusalem, and be tried before him there. 
This (being acquainted with the purpose of his foes, the 
Jews,) he refused, and appealed unto Caesar; a privilege 
to which all Roman citizens were entiUed ; Festus, there- 
fore, declared his intention of sending him to Rome. 

Not long aflter this, Agrippa, the tetrarch of Gkililee, and 
his 'sister Bemice, came to Cesarea to congratulate Festus 
on his appointment ; and the case of Paul being made 
known to him, he expressed a desire to hear him. Ac- 
cordingly, the apostle was brought the next morning into 
court, where he was directed by Agrippa to speak for 
himself; and, in a most eloquent address, he narrated the 
manner of his former life, his miraculous conversion, and 
his subsequent conduct. He then observed, that these 
were the only causes for the hatred of the Jews, and for 
their attempts upon his life : after which, in strains of 
pious gratitude, he spake of the aid he had received from 
Divine providence, through which alone lie was alive and 
able to declare salvation to the Jew and the Gentile, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ firom the dead. 
Festus had no sooner heard of the resurrection, than he 
concluded the whole to be a fiction, which proceeded from 
an overheated brain. " Paul," said he, " thou art beside - 
thyself; much learning doth make thee mad." The apostie, 
howerer, making allovrance for tiie infidelity of a heathen, 
firmly, but respectfully replied, "I am not mad, most 
noble Festus ; but speak forth the words of truth and 
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soberness." He then appealed to Agrippa, for the truth 
of ivhat he had asserted concerning the resurrection of 
Jesus, and having established the fact, which the king 
could not deny, he put this solemn question to him: 
" King Agrippa, belieyest thou the prophets ? I know that 
thou belieyest." The answer of Agrippa was both candid 
and interesting; ^'Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian." Paul, powerfully struck with the acknow- 
ledgement, with feryour of spirit, yet with decency replied, 
'^ I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear 
me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I 
am, except these bonds." When the court retired, Agrippa 
gaye it as his opinion, that he might haye been set at 
liberty, ^' if he had not appealed unto Caesar." 

The apostle was now placed, with other prisoners, under 
the care of Julius, the centurion of a legion distinguished 
by the name of Augustus, and sent to Rome. They 
embarked in a ship of Adramyttium, a sea-port in 
Mysia, and steering tiieir course northward from Cesarea, 
they reached Sidon, a celebrated city on the Phoenician 
shore. Here the centurion treated Paul with peculiar 
kindness, allowing him to visit his friends. Sailing from 
thence, they came to Cjrprus; and when they came to 
M3rra, a sea-port of Lycia, they were put into a ship of 
Alexandria, that was bound for Bome, from whence they 
came to the Fair Havens, a port in Crete. The apostle 
perceiving that the tempestuous season was approaching, 
advised the centurion to winter there, but he was resolved 
to steer for Phenice, a more convenient harbour. The 
weather at first was favourable, but it soon changed. A 
violent storm overtook them, and after being tossed by 
the waves for fourteen days, the ship was wrecked upon 
the island of Melita, where every person landed in safety, 
according to the apostle's prediction. 

The inhabitants of Melita were heathens, but they knew 
how to treat the distressed : they received them kindly, 
and kindled a fire for them because of the rain which 
followed the storm, and the cold with which they wer- 
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almost read J to perisL At this place a remarkable inddent 
occurred to the apostle. As thej were standing round 
the fire, a yiper, which had lain concealed among the wood, 
upon feeling the heat, came out and fastened upon his 
hand. This the islanders saw, and thej immediately coii« 
<duded that he was a murderer, pursued by Diyine ven- 
geance, though he had escaped a watery grave. But when 
Paul, unharmed, shook off the reptUe, their sentiments 
were altered; they looked upon him as a deity, over 
whom, neither the wateiy elements, or enyenomed reptiles, 
had power. During his stay at Melita, the apostle 
wrought a miraculous cure upon the father of the gorer- 
nor, die £une of which spread so far, that numbers came 
to him and were healed. 

At the end of three months, they re-embarked, and 
not long after, they reached the idand of Sicily, and 
having arrired at Syracuse, the most considerable city of 
that island, they continued there three days. From thenoe 
they coasted along the eastern shore of Sicily, and came 
over against the city and promontory of Ehegium, in the 
south of Italy; and after remaining one day, being 
&Toured with a southerly gale, they pursued their voyage, 
and came in two days to Puteoli, not feu: from Naples. 
Here they remained seven days to enjoy the company of 
some Christian brethren, and they then proceeded the rest 
of their way to Rome by land. 

The news of the apostle's arriyal soon reached the city, 
and many hastened to meet him ; some coming as far as 
Appii Forum, which was fifty-three miles, and others to 
the Three Tayems, which was thirty-three miles from 
Rome. These related to Paul the increased spread of the 
Church, and the liberty the Christians enjoyed, for which 
he thanked God and took courage. When they arriyed at 
Home, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the cap- 
tain of the guard; but Paul, probably through the inter- 
cession of Julius, was suffered to dwell by himself with 
only one soldier that kept him, with liberty to preach the 
(gospel to all who were inclined to come and hear him. 
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When the apostle had been at Eome three days^ 
ardently longing for the salyation of his countrymen, he 
sent a message to the heads of the Jewish consistory 
inviting them to his house, to acquaint them with the 
cause of his coming to Rome. They replied, that no 
information concerning him had reached them, and tiiat 
nothing had been said to his disadvantage by the brethren, 
who came from Judea, and desirous of hearing him, they 
assembled at his house early in the morning, and the 
apostle, tiU the shades of erening appeared, expounded 
the Scriptures concerning the Messiah, both from the law 
and the prophets. Some were converted by this discourBe, 
but others remained so hardened in their infidelity, that 
he dismissed them with this most solemn reproof: ^' Well 
spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our 
fathers, saying. Go unto this people and say. Hearing, ye 
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing, ye shall 
see, and not perceive : For the heart of (this people is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes have they closed ; lest they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them." 

After their departure, they had much disputation among 
themselves. Paul, however, employed himself more pro- 
fitably in preaching the Gospel to all who came to him, 
and that without molestation. Many were converted, 
among whom were some of CaBsar's household. Nor did 
he content himself with his daily exercise of preaching ; 
such was his active zeal, that during the time of Jb^ 
imprisonment, he wrote some of his most excellent 
I^istles, in which the doctrines and duties of religion are 
explained and inculcated in the most appropriate language, 
and in the most zealous and faithful manner. In them, 
also, we may trace his love to those he had converted to 
the faith, a very pleasing trait in his high character, and 
worthy the imitation of all Christian ministers. 

Whether the apostle was brought before the emperor 
during his stay at Rome ; whether, after his two years' 
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cosfinement in his house, he went to Spain, or Macedonia, 
as Clemens his associate would intimate ; or whether he 
was made a close prisoner, cannot be determined, as Scrip- 
ture, after this, is silent concerning his histoiy. Thus 
much, however, is certain, that in the general persecution 
of the Christians bj Nero, he was at Rome, where, it is 
related, he was confined in the same prison with Peter, 
and converted three of his guards. At length he suffered 
martyrdom ; at a place called the Salrian Waters, about 
three miles from the city, he submitted to the stroke of 
the executioner, and exchanged a life of trouble for im- 
mortal felicity. His body was interred in the Ostium Way, 
and Constantine the Great erected a church over the spot 
Thus died this great apostle of the Gentiles, who b^ore 
his conversion was the most bitter enemy of the Saviour, 
but who afterwards was one of the most holy and humble 
men, and laborious preachers of the Gospel, that ever 
breathed. Nor does his magnifying his of&ce and labours 
prove him otherwise, as some have maintained. No; 
while he boasted of these in opposition to deceivers and 
schismatics, he. therein confutes their arguments against 
the Gospel, and invariably ascribes all he was, and all he 
had done in his Master's cause, to sovereign grace. Thus 
may we do in our various stations, that in the prospect of 
death, we may be able to adopt the emphatic and 
triumphant language he made use of in the prospect of 
martyrdom : — " I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith : 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day : and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing." 

THE END. 



London ^— John W. Pabkkb, St. Martin's Lank. 
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A MANUAL of ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY ; with the 
Ancient and Modem Names of Places, and the Words marked 
with their proper Quantities. By the Rev. WILLIAM HILD- 
YARD, M.A. 2*. 6d. 

♦OUTLINES of ASTRONOMY. By the Rev. T. G. 
HALL, M.A., Professor of Mathematics, King's College, London. 
With Cuts. Tenpence. 

♦ THE ELEMENTS of BOTANY, with numerous lUus- 

trative Cuts. A New Edition, Enlarged and Improved. 2s» 



Jl practical introduction to ENGLISH COM- 
POSITION. BytheRev. J. EDWARDS, M. A, King's Col. 2^ 
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FABLES and MORAL MAXIMS. Selected by ANNE 
PARKER. 3*.6d: 

POPULAR POEMS. Selected by ELIZABETH PARKER. 
3t.6d. 

* MUSIC INSTRUCTION CARDS, prescribed in Turner's 
Manual No. I., Notation ; No. II., The Diatonic Major Scale, 
or Key ; with Examples, &c. Is, per Dozen Cards. 



* ARITHMETIC TAUGHT BY QUESTIONS. 1*. 6d. 

IMPROVED ARITHMETICAL TABLES, PracticaUy 
and Decimally Arranged ; with Short Rules for Mental Calcola- 
lions. For the Use of Schools. By H. N. SOLOMON. 9dL 

THE FIGURES OF EUCLID; with Questions, and a 
Praxis of Geometrical Exercises. By the Rev. J. EDWARDS, 
M.A., of King's College, London. 3«. 

* A FIRST BOOK of ALGEBRA, specially prepared for 

the Young Student. Is, 6(L 

* A FIRST BOOK on GEOMETRY; including PLANE 

and SOLID GEOMETRY, and an Introduction to TRIGONO- 
METRY. Is. 6<L 

* EASY LESSONS in MECHANICS : with Familiar lUus- 

trations of the Practical Application of Mechanical Principles. Ss, 



♦READINGS in ENGLISH PROSE LITERATURE; 

containing choice Specimens of the Works of the best English 
- Writers, from Lord Bacon to the present time. With Essays on 
the Progress of English Literature. 4«. 6(f. 

* READINGS in POETRY. A Selection from tbe Works 

of the best English Poets, from Spenser to the present times ; with 
Specimens of the American Poets ; Notices of the Writers ; and 
Explanatory Notes. 4s. 6d. 

* READINGS in BIOGRAPHY. A Selection of the Lires 

of Eminent Men of all Nations. 4«. 6(L 
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•READINGS IN SCIENCE; being FAMILIAR EXPLA- 
NATIONS of some of the most iiiteresting]Appeajrances and Princi- 
ples in NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. With many Engravings. 5«. 

UNIVERSAL MYTHOLOGY ; an Account of the most 
important Mythological Systems, and an Inquiry into their Orig^ 
and Connexion; with Considerations on the KORAN and the 
TALMUD. By the Rev. HENRY CHRISTMAS. U 

PALEY'S EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY EPITO- 
MISED ; with a view to eidiibit his Argument in a small com- 
pass, without omitting or< weakening any of its component parts. 
By a Member op the University op Cambridge. 6*. 

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ON BUTLERS ANA- 
LOGY of INatural and Revealed Religion. By the Rev. 
GEORGE W. CRAUFURD, M.A., Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge. 28, Gd. New Edition. 

BIBLE BIOGRAPHY; or connected Histories of the 
Lives and Conduct of the Pruicipal Characters of the Old and 
New Testament. 

BIBLE NARRATIVE chronologicaUy arranged, in the 
words of the authorized Translation ; to which is subjoined a brief 
Historical Account of the Jewish Nation, the whole forming one 
Consecutive History from the Creation of the World to the Termi- 
nation of the Jewish Polity. In the Press, 



THE STUDENTS MANUAL OF ANCIENT HISTORY; 

containing Accounts of the Political Conhition, Gbograpbjoal 
Situation, and Social State of the principal Nations op AnI'i- 
quity; carefully digested from the Ancient Writers, aiid illustrated 
by the Discoveries of Modem SchoUir& and Travellers. By W. 
C. TAYLOR, LL.D., of Trinity CoUege, Dublin. Crown Octaw, 
lOs.ed. 

THE STUDENT'S MANUAL OF MODERN HISTORY, 

containing the Rise and ProgretBS of the principal European nations^ 
their political history, and the ehanges in their social condition ; 
together with a history of the colonies founded by Europeans, and 
the general progress of civilization. By W. €• TAYLOR, L.L.D. 
Crown Octavo, 10*. 6rf. 

* GLEIG'S FAMILY HISTORY OF ENGLAND, with 
an extensive Series of PICTORIAL ILLUSTRATIONS,, exhi- 
biting the Costumes, ARcnrrECTURE, Shipping, &c., of the succes- 
sive periods of British History. In Three Vols., price 6s, 6d, each 
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A POPULAR HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION, 
in Gbkicant, SwmuiLAND, and Grbat Britain; and of its chief 
Promoten, Oppoeen, and YictimB. By THOMAS B. FOX. 3«. €d. 

* HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH; j6x)m 

the Ascension of Jesns Christ to the Conversion of Constantine. Bj 
the Uite Ber. EDWARD BURTON, D.D., Begins Professor of 
Divinity in the University of Oxford. Second Edition. 6s. 6J. 

THE EARLY CHRISTIANS; their MANNERS and 
CUSTOMS, TRIALS and SUFFERINGS. By the Rev. W. 
PRIDDEN, M.A 4«. 

* THE CRUSADERS ; SCENES, EVENTS, and CHA- 

RACTERS, from the Tunes of the Crusades. By I'HOMAS 
KEIGHTLEY. Two Vols., 11*. 

•THE HISTORY OF MOHAMMEDANISM, and the 
Principal Mohammedan Sects. By W. C. TAYLOR, LL.D. 5f. €d. 

A HISTORY OF LONDON; from its Foundation hy the 
Romans to the Accession of Queen Victoria ; with an account 
of the Rise and Progress of its Institutions, and the Manners and 
Customs of the People in early and later times. By CHARLES 
MACKAY. 7*. 



* LIVES OF EMINENT CHRISTIANS. By the Rev. R. 

B. HONE, Vicar of Hales Owen. Three Volumes, 4«. 6dL each. 
*^* ThiB Popular Series is now completed by the publication of the Third Yolmne. 

THE LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM JONES, by the late 
LORD TEIGNMOUTH; edited, with Notes, and a Life of the 
Author, by the Rey. S. C. WILKS, M. A. Two Vols., 10*. Sd. 

♦ LIVES OP SACRED POETS; with an Introductory 

Skvkk of SACRED POETRY. By R. A. WILLMOTT Esq., 
Trinity College, Cambridge. With Portraits, 4«. 6d, 
, \* A SECOND and CONCLUDING TOLUHB, oomxnenoing with MiLToir, and 
Closing with Biahop Hkbcr, thus forming a complete MANUAL of the 
LIVES of the BRITISH SACRED POETS, is in ihe Preu, 

THE MECHANICAL EUCLID ; containing the Elements 
of Mechanics and Hydrostatics, demonstrated after the manner 
of the Elements of Geometry; and including the Propositions fixed 
upon by the University of Cambridge, as requisite for a Degree. 
To which are added, NOTES on the LOGIC of INDUCTION 
and DEDUCTION. By the Rev. W. WHEWELL, M.A., 
Fellow and Tutor of Trin. Coll. Camb. 5*. &d. 
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A COMPANION TO EUCLID; being a Help to the 
Understanding and Remembering of the First Four Boo^; with a 
Set of Improved Figures, and an Original Demonstration of the 
Proposition called, in Euclid, the TweSth Axiom. 4s, 

THE PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of ARITHMETIC, 
comprising the NATURE and USE of LOGARITHMS, with 
the Computations employed by Artificers, Gangers, and Land-Sur- 
veyors. By JOHN HIND, M.A., kte Fellow and Tutor of 
Sidney-Sussex College^ Cambridge, js, 6d. 

AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON THE DIFFE- 
RENTIAL AND INTEGRAL CALCULUS. By the Rev. 
T. G. HALL, M.A., Professor of Mathematics in King's College, 
London; late Fellow and Tutor of Mag. Coll, Cambridge. 12«. 6eL 

THE DOCTRINE OF LIMITS, with its Applications; 
namely, The First Three Sections of Newton — Conic Sections — 
The Differential Calculus. By the Rev. WILLIAM WHEWELL, 
M.A., &c. ds, 

LECTURES npon TRIGONOMETRY, and the APPLI- 
CATION of ALGEBRA to GEOMETRY. Second Edition, 
considerably altered, 7i. 6(L 

THEORY of HEAT. By P. KELLAND, M.A., Fellow 

and Tutor of Queen's College, Cambridge. 9i, . 



A CLASSICAL LEXICON; illustrative of the MYTHO- 
LOGY, HISTORY, and GEOGRAPHY of <he Greek and 
Roman Authors. By F. SCHULTE, D.C.L.— /n the Press. 

THE NEW CRATYLUS; or, CONTRIBUTIONS towards 
a more ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE of the GREEK LAN- 
GUAGE. By JOHN WILLIAM DONALDSON, M.A., Fel- 
low of Trinity College, Cambridge. Preparing for Press. 

STEMMATA ATHENIENSIA ; TABLES of BIOGRA- 
PHY, CHRONOLOGY, and HISTORY, to fadUtate the 
Study of the GREEK CLASSICS. 4to. 5s. 

THE FROGS OF ARISTOPHANES, rrith ENGLIiSH 
NOTES, for the Use of Schodls and Students. By the Rev, " 
P. COOKESLE Y, Editor of The PlrUus, and The Birds. 7 
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SCHLEIERMACHERS INTRODUCTIONS TO THE 
DIALOGUES of PLATO. Tnmslated from the German b/ 
WILLIAM DOBSON, M.A,FeL of Trixu Col,Camb. 8yo. I2«.6d: 

DISSERTATIONS ON THE EUMENIDES OF ^S- 
CHYLUS, with the Greek Text, and Critical Remarks. Trans- 
lated from the German of C. O. HULLEB^ Octavo, 9«. 6dL | 



BISHOP HALLIFAX ON THE CIVIL LAW; A New 

Edition, with Alterations and ADnmoNS, by JAMES WIL- 
LIAM GELD ART, LL.D., the Queen*8 Professor of the CTiyS 
Law in the UniverBity of Cambridge. Octavo, &. 6d, 

•POPULAR PHYSIOLOGY; being Familiab Explana- 
tions of Interesting Facts connected with the Structure and Func- 
tions of Animals, and particularly of Man. By PERCEVAL 
B. LORD, M.B., M.R.C.S. With numerous Engravings. 7«. Gd. 

♦MECHANICS APPLIED TO TTHE ARTS. By the Rev. 
HENRY MOSELEY, M. A., Professor of Natural PhUosophy and 
Astronomy, King's College. With numerous Engravings, 6«. 6d. 



FRENCH. 

TENTOUILLACS RUDIMENTS of the FllfekCH 
LANGUAGE; or FIRST ERENCH READING "^fiToOK. 
Edited by J, F. WATTEZ. Zs. 6rf. 

LIVRE DE CLASSE; with ENGLISH NOTES. 5s. 

FRENCH POETRY; with ENGLISH NOTEa 2*. 

PRACTICAL EXERCISES on FRENCH PHRASED- 
LOGY ; with a Lexicon of Idiomatic Verbs, used in King's Col- 
lege, London. 3s,6(L 

EXERCISES on FRENCH IDIOMS and PHRASES, 
by J. F. WATTEZ, First Ftench Master in King's CoUege 
School, London. 

THE FRENCH SCHOOL CLASSICS. Careful Abridg- 
ments of Popular French Works, for the use of Young Persons of 
both Sexes, in a state altogether unobjectionable. 

TELEMAQUE. 2*. 6d. I PIERRE LE GRAND. 2«. 

I^7AS??J^^ CYRUS. 2s. CHARLES XIL 2#. 

BBLLISAIRB. U. 6rf. GIL BLAS. 4«. 
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GERMAN 



OERMAN GRAMMAR. By A. BERNAYS, Ph. D. 

Professor at King's College. 5«. 

Also, by the same Author, 
GERMAN EXERCISES, adapted to the Grammar. 5j. M. 

GERMAN EXAMPLES, forming a KEY to the Exer- 
cises. 3«. 

GERMAN READER^ a Selection from the most Popular 
Writers, with Translations and Notes, for the use of Beginners. 5*. 

GERMAN POETRY for BEGINNERS. 4^. 

GERMAN HISTORICAL ANTHOLOGY. 7^. 

GERMAN POETICAL ANTHOLOGY. 7*. 



LATIN. 

AN ELEMENTARY GRAMMAR of the LATIN 
LANGUAGE, with PRACTICAL EXERCISES. By Dr. 
SCHULTE. 28. 6d, 

MAJOR'S LATIN EXERCISES for the Junior Classes of 
King's College School. 2s. 6d. 

PROGRESSIVE EXERCISES in LATIN LYRICS. By 
the Rev. J. EDWARDS, M. A., King*s College, London. Ss. 

And, by the same, 

1. THE CATILINE of SALLUST; with Anthon's Notes. 

2s. 6d. 

2. THE JUGURTHA of SALLUST; with Anthon's Notes. 

2s. 6d. 

3. SELECT EPISTLES of CICERO and PLINY; with 

English Notes. 48, 

SELECT ORATIONS of CICERO; with English Notbs, 
Critical and HistoricaL 28. 6d. 
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LATIN SELECTIONS: CORNELIUS NEPOS, PHiE- 
DRUS, and OVID'S METAMORPHOSES; with an Historical 
and OcNwraphical Outline, Rules of Syntax, a Yocabulaiy, Exer* ' 
daea in Scanning, &c. By T. S. CARR, Master in King's College. 
St. ftl« 

RULES and EXERCISES in the USE of the LATIN 
SUBJUNCTIVE MODE. By the Rev. JAMES CROCK£R, 
M.A. it. 

The Kbt, for the Use of Teachers. 2s. 6d. 



GREEK* 

THE FIRST GREEK READER, from the German of 
JACOBS, with Engliah Notes. By the Rev. J. EDWARDS. 
M.A. fit, 6rf. 

EXCERPTA EX HERODOTO ; with English Notes, by 
the Rev. J. R. MAJOR, D.D., Head Master of King's Cc^ege 
School. 4«. ed. Also, 

EXCERPTA EX XENOPHONTIS CYROPiEDL^ with 
a Vocabulazy, and Notes. 3«. 6cf. 

A SCHOOL GREEK TESTAMENT. 3*. U. bound. 



A HEBREW GRAMMAR, for the USE of SCHOOLS 
and STUDENTS m the UNIVERSITIES. By the hite 
CHRISTOPHER LEO, Hebrew Teacher, Camb. Octavo, 12«. 6d. 

In addition to the informatioii generally contained in Helnew Oramman» the 
foUowing advantages, anumgat others, are peculiar to this Granunar: 1. Nomra, 
which are usually arranged in Thirteen clnimcii, are divided into Five;— 2. Plain 
rules are given respecting the changes of the Towel Points, and the position of the 
Accents; —3. The CoAJugation of Yerhs is greatly facilitated; and the difficnltiea 
universally experienced, with regard to the Ten$e$ of Verbs, are removed;— 4. Much 
lil^t is thrown upon Hebrew Idioms. 

GESENIUS* HEBREW LEXICON. Translated by 
CHRISTOPHER LEO. Two Volumes Quarto, 3IL St. 

THE ELEMENTS OF SYRIAC GRAMMAR. By the 
Rev. O. PHILLIPS, M. A., FeUow and Tutor of Queen^s Col- 
lege, Cambridge. 10«. 



London: John W. Parker, West Strand. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 






Ul 
m 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



